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by Yelena KELLER, Lubov STOLBERG winlers, but its citizens took some comfort

in the fact that this period coincided with the

social season that lasted from late autumn to early

spring. Among the various amusements the nineteenth

centuxy offered Pelersburgers were particularly fond of ice-skating.
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B cBerckoii XpoHUKe OTMEUAIOCH, UTO
«C ycTaHoBJeHueM 3uMbl B IleTepOypre 3a-
METHO OXHUBWICS 3UMHMIA criopT. Yacreie
9KCKYPCUU Ha JIbDKAX U COCTA3aHHUSA B Gere
Ha KOHbKAaX IIPOXOJAT IyMHO, BECEIO U BHO-
CSIT MHOTO CBEKECTU B MOHOTOHHYIO JEJIO-
BYIO JKU3Hb CTOJIMIbI, JEJAIOT MEHEE CKyd-
HBIMHU CyMpAYHbIE JTHU 1 PAaHHHUE Beuepar.

Cpeau MOJIOEXU CTaIO IOMIYISAPHBIM Ka-
TaHUE C apycoM B pykax. KOHbKOGEKITbI Ha-
TATUBAIA €I0 Ha 6aMOYKOBYIO paMy 1 CTPEMMU-
TEJIHHO «IETAIN» 0 Jbjy. B KHure n3BecTHO-
ro npenojasaTeas rumMHactuku Iycrapa
IMaymu «3uMHME 326aBbI U UCKYCCTBO Gera Ha
KOHDBKAX, ¢ (purypamu», usgannoit B Ilerep-
6ypre B 1838 rozy, ymoMuHajioch eme OfHO
OPUTUHATBLHOE 3UMHEE pa3BledyeHHe — OGer
Ha kKocTax. Koctu npuBaspBammch k. 60THH-
KaM, ¥ GETYHBI, OTTAIKUBASICh JUIMHHBIMU TTaJl-
KaMU, TOXOHMMH Ha JTbDKHBIE, CKOTB3UIN IO
IJIaJKOMY JIbZly OBICTpEe, YeM «JIOMambh BO
BECh Kapbep».

ITepBbIif O6IMIECTBEHHBIN KATOK B CTOJIHIIE
nossuica B konne 1850-x rogos B Taspuue-
cxoM cajy. Kuasp Biraguvup Memepckuii no-
CBATIJI 5TOMY KaTKy IOMOPUCTUIECKYIO IO3MY
«TaBpuaja» ¥ B NMPEAMCIOBUN HAIMCAI O
TOM, KaK KOHbKOOEKHAsI IMXOPAJIKA 3aBJIajie-
JIa CTOMMYHBIM obmecTBoM: «CTapukamu,
CTapyXaMH, 3PEJbIMU U HE3PEbIMU OBJIAJIE-
JIa TUXOPAJOYHAsl CTPACTD TIOKYIIaTh KOHBKH,
HAJ[EBATD UX, CKaKaThb B TaBpuaeckuii caj, ma-
JlaTh Pa3 JB/ATh B MUHYTY U T. 1. Hamumics
JIOAU, KOTOPBIE MO yTPaM IOCIE Yas VI
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KOo(pe BMECTO UTEHMS Ta3eT MM CIYKEOHBIX
3aHATHI HAJ[EBAIN KOHBKH U JIETAJIN IIO BCEM
KOMHATaM I10J| IIPEJUIOTOM IIPUTOTOBIEHHS K
TaBpuYecKUM KaTaHUSAM, MOJOTEPHI MPHXO-
JWIA B YKaC OT YCUJIEHHOI paboThI 1 KpHUUa-
JIF TIO-PYCCKH: O tempora, O mores».

IToxaraTrbcs Ha KOHBKAaX NPHXOJIUIM Iie-
JBIMU ceMbsMU B caj Hemertu, rie HblHe
PACIIOIAraeTcss YHUBEPCUTET (PUBMUECKOU
kyasTypbl uMenu Jlecradra. Kosmgecrso no-
ceTuTesell GbUIO CTOJb BEIUKO, UTO YCTPOU-
TEJISIM HIUYETO HE OCTABATOCH, KaK 3aJHBATh
BOJIOI jlake ayuien cajza. Bxoxmas rurara co-
crapisuia oT 30 1o 50 Koneex B JHEBHOE Bpe-
Ms U He Goubire 1 py6iis BeaepoM.

ObasiHre HOBOTO YBJI€UEHHS OKA3aI0Ch 3a-
PA3HUTEIbHBIM JJIsI IIOAPOCTKOB M3 CAMbIX BBI-
cokonocTabaeHHbIX cemel. Ipad Huxomaii
KomapoBckuii BCHOMUHAT, KaK B €70 OTPOYe-
CTBE OHHM C ToBapumamu cosjgam «Kry6
KOHBKOOEXKIIEB», IPOCYIIECTBOBABIIIIA TpU
3uMbl Ha PonTanke y CeMEHOBCKOrO MOCTA:
«Ha o6uue cpejcTsa 6bUT HOCTPOEH HA JIbY
JIOMUK, B HEM ObLIa ITOCTABJICHA JKEJIe3Has
I1eYb 1 HAHAT CTOPOJK, Ha O6S3aHHOCTH KOTO-
POro JIeKana PacurCTKA KaTKa U XPaHEHHe
OCTABJIEMbIX HA €r0O IOIEeYEHUE KOHBKOB».
B unciie wieHoB Kiy6a GbLT 1 OYAyLIAIA OJIKO-
Boger, Muxamn CkobesieB, BCKOpPe MOCTYIINB-
Uil B IOHKEpA KaBaJEPrapiCKOro IOJKA.
«ITpuem unenoB B Ki1y6 KOHBKOGEKIEB ObLI
06YCJIOBJIEH CTPOTOI1 OTKPBITOM 6ALIIOTUPOB-
Kkoii. Ha cTeHax HaIlero fOMHKa Ha JIbJy pa3Be-
IUBAIICH N30MPaTEeIbHBIE JIUCTHI C UMEHAMU
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KaTtaHue Ha nbay Exkatepu-
HUHCKOro KaHana B CaHKT-
MNeTepbypre. [paBtopa

13 XypHana «BcemupHas
unnocTpauus». 1879 ropa.

Skating on the frozen
Catherine Canal in

St Petersburg. An engrav-
ing from the magazine
Vsemirnaya llliustratsiya.
1879.

JIUIL, JKEJAIOMUX ITOCTYIUTD B wieHbl Kiryoa.
Jluct Gymaru ObLI pasjieieH Ha JBe rpadbl,
HaJ{ OJHOU CTOSIO ,Ja“, HaJ APyroi ,HeT.
BoJIBIIMHCTBO TIOIINCHIBAIONIUXCS B yTBEP-
JIUTEIHbHOM WM OTPHUIATENBLHOM CMBICJIE
OIPEAEIAIO, TAKUM OOPa30OM, CBOE COIVIACHE
WA HECOITACHE Ha IOCTYIUIEHHE JAHHOTO
JIIIIA B YUCJIO WieHOB Hammero Kiry6a KoHbKo-
6e>KLleB».

Crpoc poxaeT NpeIoKEeHNe, U BCKOpe
KATKH CTaJIU MOSIBJIATHCS Ha JIbY PEK M KaHa-

J0B. ABTOD cripaBoyHMKa «IleTepOypr Bech
Ha jafioHn» Bragumup MuxseBuu mnumcai:
«KaTku cajorcs oT ropojia o KOHTpaKTam
3a 2014 py6aeir. OHE yCTpauBaIOTCS IIpe-
nmymectseHHo Ha Ponranke, ExarepuHun-
CKOM KaHase U Moiike, B IeHTPAIbHBIX Ya-
cTsx ropoza. Ectb Heckobko kaTkoB Ha He-
B€, U3 KOUX Haxoasanmiicsa 3a HukomaeBckum
MOCTOM HIPOTHB AHIIUICKOI HaGepesKHOM
CcaMbIil OOIIMPHBIN M CYUTACTCA JIYUIIHM.
OO6bIKHOBEHHAA IleHa 3a KaTanue — 10 koreex,

I

a IIPU My3bIKE U WTIOMHHAIIH HECKOJIBLKO
nopoxe. JKemaronye B KaKI0M KaTKe cHaG-
SKAIOTCA KOHbKAMU HAIIPOKAT».

M3-3a orreneneil 1 CTOYHBIX BOJ crpaja-
JIO Ka4eCTBO JIbJa, OBIBAIN CJIy4ad, KOTAA
KOHBKOOEXKIIbI IIPOBAIMBAINCH IOJ JIEH.
ITpecca 3a6una tpesory. «IlerepOyprekmit
JIICTOK» YTBEPKAQJL, UTO B CTOJIHIIE TOJIBKO
OJ[H 6e30TACHBII KaTOK — Ha OGBOAHOM Ka-
HaJle, TOCKOJIBKY OH YCTPOEH Ha JHUIAX Ga-
pox. Takoil croco6 BCKOpe CTald IprMe-
HATH ¥ HA OCTAJIBHBIX KAaTKAX, TeM 60JIee 9TO
nepe/i 3aKpbITHEM HABUTAIIMH GapKy IpoJa-
BAJINCh OYEHb JELIEBO.

OcBemamich KaTKU CHaJajla KePOCUHOBBI-
MU oHapsamu, a ¢ koHna XIX Bexa — ajex-
TPUICCKIMHU. ITo BOCKPECCHDbSIM HI'DAI Jy-
XOBbIe OpKecTphl. Bragenen karka na Motike
Bo3sie VcaakueBCKOM ILTONIAAH, ITOGHI JIH-
IIATD 3€BaK BO3MOXKHOCTH GECIUIATHO JI060-
BaTBCS KATKOM, OTPAKIAI €TI0 «3200pOM» M3
[IAPYCHHBI, HATSHYTOM Ha BHICOKUX CTOJIOAX.

C HavaJIOM «KaTaJbHOTO» CE30HA TPajio-
HavanbHUK IleTepOypra MsjpaBan Nmpukas:
«BBUy OTKPBITHS JIEASHBIX FOP Ha KaTKaX,
IIPU3HAI0 HEOOXOAUMBIM, JUIS YCTPAHEHHS
HECYACTHBIX CJIy4aeB, YCTAHOBHUTD CJIEJIyIO-
IIye IMpaBIIa:

1) BocmpemaeTcss kaTaTbCsI C TOp Ha
KOHBKAX MAJIOJICTHHM.

2) Bo Bpemsi HAXOXIECHUSI HA FOpe KOHb-
KOGEXKIIEB, CITyCKAaHHE HAa CAHKAX JIOIYCKAET-
Cs1 JINIIB 110 JOCTHDKEHUH KOHBKOOEKIIAMI
IIOCKOCTU PACKATa FOPBL

3) IMocerurenu B HETPE3BOM BUJIE Ha Ka-
TOK HE JIOIyCKAIOTCS>.

HcnonHeHue mpaBul IOPYYaaoCch IpU-
CTaBaM U OOBSABJIAIOCH COECPKATEIAM KaT-
KOB IO/l PACTIHCKY.

[MopnepsxaaneM 06pasOBOro MopsaKa Ha
kaTke B FOcyroBckoM cajty, KOTOPbIi OTKPbLI
IMerepGyprekuit sixT-k1y6 B 1870 rogax, 3a-
HUMaJIACh CIIEUAIbHASA APTElb, COCTOABLIAS
u3 KpectbaH-pbioaxos Hosoii Jlajoru. Onn
€Kero{Ho 3umMoti mpuxoxunn B [lerepbypr Ha
CE30HHBIE 3aPAOOTKH, A MECTA 32 HUMH COXPa-
HSUICh 1O HacleACcTBY. PaboThl y apTesbim-
KOB ObLIIO MHOTO — K)K/IbIi IEHb K BOCEMU Be-
gepa JIejl yxKe ObLT ujearbHbM. Ero Tmares-
HO TIOJIMBAJIA U3 IBETOYHBIX JIECK, @ B OOJIb-
1€ MOPO3bI 3aMA3bIBATM TPEIUHbI U IIEIH
CMOUYEHHBIM CHETOM. APTEIbIIUKU TOPJU-
JICh CBOUM KaTKOM, CUUTAJIN €TI0 CAMBIM JIyd-
IIUM B FOPOJE, 2 HEPEJKO JaKe YKPAIIaId €rO
JIeJITHBIMU TIOCTpOiKamMu. M3secTHbIid ury-
puct Huxosnait [Manns-Kosromenkns scriomu-
HAL «/leTH, mocemasnye KaToK B yTPEHHUE
U JIHEBHBIE YAChI, BCET/[A OIb30BAIMCH BHUMA-
HHUEM U, B CJTydae HaJOOHOCTU, COIECHCTBUEM

BsayecnaB CpefiHEBCKUH,
npeacepartens Poccuitcko-
ro ONMMNUIUCKOro KomuTe-
Ta u lNeTporpaacKoro
obuiectBa noéutenen
6era Ha KoHbKax. PoTo-
rpadus Kapna bynnbl.
1915 roa.

Viacheslav Srednevsky,
chairman of the Russian
Olympic Committee and
the Petrograd Society of
Amateur Speed Skaters.
Photograph by Karl Bulla.
1915.

O0um U3 Camvlx HAMEHUMBLX CMOLUMHDBLX KAMKOB OMKPHIA
Iemepoypecruii axm-xayo 6 1870-x z00ax é FOcynosckom cady.

Immysuacmui-cnopmemenst cosdanu mam <l lemepbypecioe oduye-
cmeo mobumeneit beea na xKonvkax». Yaense obuwecmsa paspabo-

Manu 018 KOHBKODENCUes nepevie npasuaa, 0010 U3 KOMopoLx

anacuno: «bes xKonvkos no Avdy He x00Umv».

One of the most famous rinks in the capital was established by
the St Petersburg Yacht Club in the Yusupov Garden in the
1870s. Sports enthusiasts set up the St Petersburg Society of
Amateur Speed Skaters there. Its members drafted the first rules
Jor speed skating, one of which read: “Do not go out onto

pretext of training for visits to the Taurida
rink. The floor polishers were horrified by
the increase in their work and cried out in

The society column noted that “as winter
set there was a noticeable upsurge in winter
sports in St Petersburg. Frequent outings on
skis and skating races are noisy, jolly affairs

Russian 'O tempora, o mores!”
The fascination of the new pastime

and bring much freshness to the monoto-
nous working life of the capital, making the
gloomy days and early evenings less tedious.”

Young people developed a taste for skat-
ing while holding a sail stretched over a
bamboo frame. With such wind assistance
they almost flew across the ice. The book by
the well known gymnastics teacher Gustav
Pauli entitled Winter Amusements and the Art
of Figure Skating, published in St Petersburg
in 1838, mentioned another original form
of hibernal recreation — racing on bones.
Participants tied bones to their boots and
used long poles similar to ski poles to pro-
pel themselves across smooth ice faster than
“a horse at full gallop”.

The capital's first public skating-rink ap-
peared in the Taurida Garden in the late
1850s. Prince Vladimir Meshchersky devot-
ed a humorous poem, The Tauridiada, to
this new attraction and wrote in the preface

that a skating craze had come over St Pe-
tersburg society. “Old men and old women,
the mature and immature were seized by a
feverish passion to buy skates, put them on,
hasten to the Taurida Garden, fall down
some twenty times a minute and so on.
There were people who after tea or coffee
in the morning instead of reading newspa-
pers or carrying out their duties donned
skates and slid from room to room on the

MCTUHHBIN AeHan ocTaeTcs
LeronemM Aaxke Ha nbay.
«AHBapb». PparmeHT
rpaBiopbl, U3aHHON B
Tunorpacdun Yunosima
Benya. JloHpoH. MNepBas
nonosuHa XIX Beka.

A true dandy keeps his
style even on the ice.
January. Detail of an
engraving published

by William Belch in Lon-
don, First half of the
19th century.

the ice without skates.”

proved infectious for adolescent members
of the most exalted families. Count Nikolai
Komarovsky recollected that in his younger
days he and some friends had formed a
Skaters' Club that existed for three winters
on the Fontanka by the Semionovsky
Bridge: “We pooled money to build a hut
on the ice. An iron stove was placed inside
and a watchman hired whose duties com-
prised keeping the rink clear and looking
after the skates left in his care.” Other mem-
bers of the club included the future gener-
al Mikhail Skobelev, who soon became a
cadet with the Cavalier Guards Regiment.
“New members were accepted into the club
by strict non-secret voting. Sheets of paper

Work on the Neva in
winter. Photograph
by Karl Bulla's studio.
Early 1910s.

Pa6otbl Ha Hese 3umoii.
doTorpadus atenbe
Kapna Bynnbl. Havano
1910-x rogos..
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JOGOT0 U3 pabOUHX; TO COOTBETCTBOBATIO Ce-
MEHOMY XapaKTepy OOIeCTBa».

Esxeromno, Bo Bpemsi MacJIEHUYHOM Heze-
1, «IlerepGyprckoe obmecTBo odHuTeneit
6era Ha KOHbKax» ycTpansaio B FOcymosckom
cajJly KOCTIOMUPOBAaHHbBII Bedep Ha Jbay. I1o-
HavyaJdy 3TO ObUIM CKPOMHBIC pa3BJICUCHMUS
TOJIBKO JUI YWIEHOB OOIIECTBA, ITO3HEE OHU
IIPEBPATIIINCH B HACTOSIIME TIPA3AHUKI, IS
IIOCTAHOBKM KOTOPBIX IPHUIVIANIATA TEaT-
PAIbHBIX XyTOKHUKOB 1 MY3bIKAHTOB.

Topoxanam HagOJIrO 3aNOMHUJINCH 3HA-
MEHHTBIE ITPOIIECCUU HA KOHbKaxX: «deTbIpe
BpeMeHu rozga» u «IIpasgaux gpaxona B Ku-
Tae», ycrpoeHHsle B OcymoBckom cazy B mo-

SIBJISUIUCH OKOJIO CEMH JaCOB, YTOOBI 3aHATh
MecTa Ha ckameiikax. «IToroga 6blia Xopo-
masi, MArkas, O3TOMYy Xpabpemnbl, KOTOpPbIE
PEIIUIICH TPOBECTU TPH YaCA B OXKUJAHUN
IIPOIIECCUM, HE OUYEHb PUCKOBAIU CBOUM
3n0poBbeM». K feBaTu yTpa mpys yke okpy-
SKWUJTU TOJIIBI «[aPOBBIX» 3puTeneid. Exemu-
HYTHO Ha CYJi 3pUTeeH MOSABIAINCH BCE HO-
BbIE U HOBBIE KOCTIOMEL.. Bcero kocriomu-
POBAaHHBIX YUACTHUKOB ITPA3HUKA ObUIO HE
meHee 500 genoBek.

CaMblil 3pEeNUIIHBbIA 3MU30J, Mpa3fHUKA
Havaics OKOJIO JiecaTu yrpa. B 3TO Bpems
¢ 60KOBOTO TIPYy/ia BBICTYIUIIO IecTBHe «Pyc-
cKkue ckasku». Ha cnenuanbHbIx 1watdop-

Mackapag Ha KaTKe
KOcynoBckoro casa exe-
rOAHO MPOXOAWN Ha Macne-
HU4YHOW Hepene. doTorpa-
dua Kapna bynnbl.

1900 roa.

The masquerade at the
skating-rink in the Yusupov
Garden was held during
Shrove week each year.
Photograph by Karl Bulla.
1900.

Hue. KOHbKOGEKLbI 1
durypuctbl Ha KaTke Hcy-
NOBCKOro caja Bo Bpems
MEeXAYHapOAHbIX COPEBHO-
BaHU Ha KyGOK NaMsiTh
AnekcaHapa MaHwwuHa.
®dotorpadust Kapna byn-
nbl. 1908 rog.

crepnue rogpl XIX Beka. JKypuan «CriopT» B
1900 roxy oTMedas, 4TO HUKOI/IA paHbIIe HE
ObLTIO TAKOTO aKMOTaka. MHorue spurean

Aduwa «MexayHapoaHbIX
COCTA3aHWUIN Ha KOHbKax

B KOcynoBom caay». Xpomo-

nutorpadus. 1908 rog.

Poster for the “Internation-
al Skating Competitions

in the Yusupov Garden”.
Chromolithograph. 1908.

'l ‘l
& «KaTok B fOcynosckom caay». [paBlopa
Ha AepeBe HEM3BECTHOO XyAOXHUKA.
- 1881 roga.

)y The Skating-Rink in the Yusupov Garden.
= Wood engraving by an unknown artist.
1881.

bearing the names of would-be members
were hung on the walls of our hut on the
ice. Each was divided into two columns, one
headed Yes, the other No. The majority of
signatures for or against determined the ap-
proval or rejection of a particular candidate
as a member of our Skaters' Club.”
Demand creates supply and soon skating
rinks began to appear on the city's frozen
rivers and canals. Vladimir Mikhnevich, the
author of the reference work All St Petersburg
in the Palm of Your Hand, wrote: “Rinks are

Max, JCKOPHUPOBAHHBIX B PYCCKOM CTHJIE CO
CKa30YHBIMM MOTHBAMM, BE3JIH «KUBbBIE Kap-
TUHBI», TIPEJICTABIABIINE COGOI KOCTIOMHPO-

rented out by the city on contracts for 2,014
roubles. They are mainly organized on the
Fontanka, the Catherine Canal and the Moi-
ka, in the central parts of the city. There are
a few rinks on the Neva, of which the one lo-
cated beyond the Nikolayevsky Bridge by the
English Embankment is the largest and con-
sidered the best. The usual charge for skat-
ing is 10 kopecks, a little more where there is
music and illumination. Skates are available
for hire at every rink.”

Intermittent thaws and water from the
drains affected the quality of the ice and
there were instances of skaters falling
through. The city's press sounded the
alarm. The Peterburgsky Listok claimed that
there was only one truly safe rink in the cap-
ital — on Obvodny Canal, because it was

BAaHHBIX MEPCOHAKEH M3BECTHBIX CKA3OK:
Wpana [apesuua u Kap-ITtuny, Lapesnay u
Wpanymky-nypauxa, Moposko, Llapb-zesury,
Pri6axa, noiiMasiiero B cetu 30JOTYIO PbIO-
Ky. CaMOIl >KMBOIIICHOW ObUIa TPYIIIA pyca-
JIOK, OCBENIEHHASA IEKTPHIECKIMU JIaAMITOY-
KaMU, CKPBITHIMU B (PAHTACTUYECKUX IIBETAX,
YKPAIIABIINX TPYIIy. 3PUTEIAM MTOHPABH-
Jach KapTuHa, H3o6paxkasmas ba6y-Ary,
IPEKPACHO 3arPUMHPOBAHHYIO, OJETYIO B
5((DEKTHBIA KOCTIOM M OKPYKEHHYIO COOT-
BETCTBYIOIMMH «aTPUOYTaMU»: TOMEJIOM,
KUISITAM KOTJIOM, IETYYUMU MBIIIAMH U CBH-
TOM M3 JIOKUHBI O9apOBATENbHBIX YEPTEU.

K]
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CocTsi3aHUs N0 XOKKeto
B lOcynoBcKom cagay.
MNeTep6ypr. 1914 rog.
Ice-hockey matches

in the Yusupov Garden,
St Petersburg. 1914.

made in the bottom of big barges. This
method was soon being used elsewhere, es-
pecially as barges were sold off very cheaply
at the end of the navigation season.

The rinks were lit at first with paraffin
lamps, and from the late 1800s by electricity.

Korma mrectsme OCTaHOBIIOCH, TO COMPO-
BOK/IaBIIMI [apb-eBUIly rycsip ¢ 60IbIIM
HCKYCCTBOM IMpOTaHIEBal Kazauka. ITocie
IECTBHUSA, KOTOPOE MMENO GONBIION yCIIex,
ObUI COXOKEH (efiepBepK, U Hadaics Gal Ha
JIb/ly — KaK IPUHATO, TOM0HE30M. bas 3akon-
yiICs TIyOOKO 3a IMOJHOYBL. B aToT Beuep
B IOcynoBckoM cajty HOGLIBANIO OKOJIO JBYX
C TIOJIOBUHOM TBHICSY 3PUTENEN.
ITerepOyprckme KaTKU Pa3IMgaIich CBOMM
YCTPOICTBOM, HAJIMUYUEM OIPEAETCHHDIX
YAOGCTB, IIEHAMH, MECTOTIOTOKEHUEM, H ITO-
3TOMY Y KaKIOrO ObLIA CBOM 3aBCErJaTau.
CTyfeHTBl M KyPCAHTBI IIPEANTOYNTATN KaTKI
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competitions for the

Above. Speed skaters

and figure skaters on the Alexander Panshin Memo-

Yusupov Garden rink rial Cup. Photograph by
Karl Bulla. 1908.

during the international
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Brass bands used to play on Sundays. The
owner of the rink near St Isaac's Square on
the Moika deprived idlers of the chance to
watch the skaters free of charge by erecting
a screen of sailcloth strung on tall poles.
The maintenance of exemplary order at
the rink opened by the St Petersburg Yacht
Club in the Yusupov Garden in the 1870s was
entrusted to a special team of peasant fisher-
men from Novaya Ladoga. Every winter they
came to St Petersburg to work in the off-sea-
son and places in the team were handed
down from father to son. There was plenty to
keep them busy — every day by eight in the
evening the ice was already in perfect condi-
tion. It was carefully watered from watering-

durypuctbl Ha CemeHoB-
CKOM KaTKe B lNeTepbypre.
®dotorpadus Kapna
Bynnbl. 1900 rog.

Figure skaters on the
Semionovskii rink in

St Petersburg. Photograph
by Karl Bulla. 1900
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Ha Ponrtanke, Moiike u ExarepuHuHCKOM
KaHajle, CBETCKUE JIbBBI JIIOOWIM INErojb-
HyTb CBOMMH CIOPTHBHBIMU TaJAHTAMH Y
Kpacnoro mocra. Ha Hese nporus Muxaii-
JIOBCKOTO apTUJLIEPUICKOTO YUMININA GBI
GECIUIATHBI KAaTOK JUIS KUBYIIUX HOOJIH-
3octu Oenubix gereil, a Ha CemMeHOBCKUIT
kaToK Ha PoHTaHKE JUIA HUX JaXKe IPUIIa-
AN CIEeNUAIBHOTO yuuTessa. [uMHa3uCThI
U KaJIeThl JHEM KaTaJuch Ha MapcoBoM I1o-
Jie, ¥ OT JIBYX JIO IISATH YaCOB TaM JIEKyPHIN
yanurenrs. AGOHEMEHT Ha CE30H CTOWJI JBa
pyons. B Gydere npu xatke MOKHO GBLIO
BCETO 3a IIATh KOIEEK ChECTb OyrepOopox
U BBINIUTH dYamky dasd. Ilepeoxesanuch
KOHBKOOEXKIIBI B TEIUIBIX rapjepo6Hbix. Ha
Cllydail TPaBM CYIIECTBOBAJIA CIICIMAIbHAS
anTeuka.

Jlns MOpPAKOB ObUI YyCTPOEH KaTOK B
Kponmranre. KoppecnongeHT rasersl
«Kponmraxrcknii BecTHHK» 11 nexabps

1868 roga BocTOp:KEHHO mHCAT O TOM, Kak  Tejxedl CKOJb3KMX YJOBOJLCTBHI, YIEHBI  [laxe B TpyaHble ABaaLa-
€TO TOPA3ILUTO 3PEJIUIE KaTKa — TIAJKOTO M KOTOPOTO ILTATST 32 BCE 3TO b pybuett B au-  °€ M0Ab XX Bexa noGue-

/i1 He OTKa3blBanu ce6e B

CKOJIb3KOTO, «KaK CaMblif CKOJIb3KMIA IapkeT — My. B HacTosmee BpeMs OGIIECTBO COCTOUT  yjoBonbCTBUM MOKATaTbCS
6anbHOI 3a1bl. Ha by necsatku joxkenibMe-  u3 120 uesnosex». Jlpyroii kpoHmragrckmii — Ha KOHbKax. JluTorpadus

C pucyHKa Hukonas [op-

HOB, MAIbYMKOB M JEBOYCK KATAIOTCA HA  PEHOPTEP OTMEYA, YTO «KaTOK Ha MTamb-  wuponrosa. 1920-¢ rogsl.
KOHBKAX, BO3SITCS C KPECJaMH, IIOCTABICH-  SIHCKOM IIPYAy B HBIHEIIHEM CE30HE OTIMYA-  Even in the difficult 1920s,
HBIMH HA II0JIO3bsI, IUIIYT BEH3eJIs U TAHIy-  €TCSl Ul IOCETUTeJel OGOJBIINM H3slie- enthusiasts did not forego

the pleasure of skating.

0T KQJPYIH. PHI[OM CO CITyCKOM YCTPO€H XO- CTBOM H y,Z[O6CTBaMI/I. Ha Gapme, II0CTaB- Lithograph after a drawing
POLIEHBKUI MAIEHPKHUI OMUK IOA (pIaroM  JIEHHOH y HabGepexHOl, ycTpoeHbl ase Py Nikolai Dormidontov.
C OTKPBITON Tajlepeeio, Kyid 3aXOAAT MO-  KOMHATKH, Il€ MOXKHO COTPETBCS, TYT K€

1920s.

IPETHCS JTOOUTENN STUX 30POBBIX 3UMHUX  HEYTO BPOJE BEPAHABI, C KOTOPOU MOKHO
YAOBOJIBCTBHIL. ITOT KATOK, FOPBI U IOMUK —  JIIOGOBATHCS HA XOPOUIEHBKUX IPAIO3HBIX
BCe 3T0 npuHIexkuT ,O6mecTBy JIoOu-  KaTaIbIUIl».

KataHue Ha KOHbKax cTano pacnpo-
CTpaHeHHbIM CIOXKETOM N5 M306pasu-
TENIbHOTO U NMPUKIAAHOIO UCKYCCTBA.
CneBa. «<KoHbKoGeXUbl». PapdpopoBas
cTaTyaTKa 3aBoga PpaHua fapaHepa.
Poccus. MNepBas TpeTb XIX BeKa.

Skating became a common subject for
both fine and applied art.

Left. Speed Skaters. Porcelain
statuette from the Gardner Factory,
Russia. First third of the 19th century.

cans and during heavy frosts cracks were
filled with moistened snow. The team were
proud of their rink, reckoning it the best in
the city and often embellished it with build-
ings made of ice. The eminent figure-skater
Nikolai Panin-Kolomenkin recalled: “The
children who visited the rink in the mornings
and afternoons always had the attention and,
if necessary, the assistance of any of the work-
ers. This accorded with the family-like char-
acter of society.”

Every year during Shrovetide the St Pe-
tersburg Society of Amateur Speed Skaters
organized a fancy-dress evening on ice in
the Yusupov Garden. At first it was a modest
affair for society members only; later it be-
came a real occasion with theatrical artists
and musicians being invited to do the plan-
ning and design.

Petersburgers long remembered the cel-
ebrated processions on skates: “The Four
Seasons” and “Dragon Festival in China”
that were held in the Yusupov Garden in
the late nineteenth century. In 1900 the
magazine Sport noted that there had never
before been such excitement. Many specta-
tors arrived around seven o'clock so as to

Ha xaTky NDpHUXOAWIN HE TOJBKO pPaju
YIPXKHEHHUI Ha JIbAY. «3JeCh CBUJAHMS Ha-
3HAYAIOTCS, 34€Ch UHTPIDKKU 3aTEBAIOTCS.
Ha sToT cueT JeBUIbI HAIIN, 2 0COGEHHO UX
MaMamy, Kyia Kak IPOBOPHBI, BCE YJIOBKI
3HAIOT, IO/ BEHEI] IIOABEJYT, HE OTBEPTUIIL-
cs1l» — IICcal COBPEMEHHUIK.

Ha Anmmmiickoii HaGepekHOU pacro-
JIarajics KaTOK Ul M30PAHHOH Iy6/IMKH,
ero ycrpowm 6apon Koncrantun ®eeit-
3€H U aHIIMHACKUE HETOLMAHTBI AHepCeH 1
Bumay. On npejaasHadaics TOJbKO Ui Ka-
TaHHUS HA KOHBKAX, a CHOPTUBHbBIE UI'PHI —
BOCIIPEIIAINCE.

Jlis yno6eTBa moCeTHTENE ¢ Habepesk-
Hoii HeBpl Ha «AHIIMICKMI KaTOK» BeJa
KpbITas rajgepes. I1o aHAIOrUu ¢ TeaTpasb-
HBIMHU 32JIaMU, HA IPOTUBOIIOIOXKHOM CTO-
POHE KaTKa pacIioylarajach «HapcKas JOxKa»,
10 GOKAM CTOSIIM 4dydesa MeABeeil, TPaau-
IIMOHHBIE JUISI PYCCKUX HAPOJHBIX yBeceJe-
Huii. B crenpaabHOM HOMeNeHnr HaxXOAu-
JIICH KOMHATBI JIS TIEPEOEBAHUS U JUISI Xpa-
HEHUSI KOHBKOB.

Ha »ToM KaTKe 3HAMEHUTBIA aMepUKAH-
ckuil KoHbKOOGexer /xekcon XeitHC BIep-
Bble B Poccnm mpojeMoHCTpHpOBaT Kata-
HIe Ha KOHbKAX, KPEIHUBUINXCS K ITIOJOIIBAM
00yBH, — C T€X MOP OHU CTATHM HA3BIBATHCS
«aMEPUKAHCKIMU», B TO BPEMsI KaK KOHBKH,
KPEMUBIINECS PEMEIIKAMU, Ha3bIBAIN TOIIA
«SIXT-KJTyOOBCKIMU».

Ha «AHmmiickoM KaTke» ObIBaId Oalbl,
UTPIN OPKECTPbI, X MOJIOAbIE IPEACTABU-

occupy places on the benches. “The weath-
er was good, mild, so those brave spirits
who resolved to spend three hours waiting
for the procession did not especially risk
their health.” By nine in the morning the
pond was already surrounded by crowds of
non-paying spectators. Every minute, more
new costumes appeared for their approval.
Altogether the event had no fewer than 500
costumed participants.

The most spectacular part of the occasion
began around ten o'clock. At that point a pa-
rade of “Russian Fairy Tales” entered from
the side pond. Special floats decorated with
fairy-tale motifs in the Russian style carried
tableaux vivants of costumed characters from
well-loved tales: Ivan Tsarevich and the Fire-
Bird, Ivanushka the Fool and his Princess,
Morozko, the Tsar-Maiden, and Pushkin's
fisherman with the Golden Fish in his net.
The most picturesque was a group of mer-
maids lit by electric bulbs concealed in the
fabulous flowers that adorned the group. The
crowd liked the tableau depicting Baba-Yaga,
who was excellently made-up, dressed in a
striking costume and surrounded by appro-
priate “attributes™ a broomstick, bubbling

TEJIM CTOJTMYHOrO GOMOH/[A HEPEIKO HAa3HA-
YaIM TaM BCTPEUH.

Bragenpnbl KaTKOB CTPEMIUIUCH II€pEIIe-
TOJISITH JIPYT IPYTa, IIPUBJIEKAs IyOINKY CAMBI-
MU Pa3sHbIMU 3PEIUIIAMU U YBECEICHUIMU —
25-nerne CeMeHOBCKOTO KaTka Ha PoHTaHKe
ObLIO OTMEYEHO Ipa3AHuKOM «Bocxossamas
JyHa». IIpeacTaBieHye MpOXOAILIO B CIEINATb-
HO ITIOCTPOEHHOM JIEJISTHOM ITaBIIIbOHE. Jlamam
Bxoy croun 30 xoreex, a myxumHam — 50.

Cpeznu Bcex KOHbKOOEKHBIX BUJIOB CIIOPTa
IyGJIMKa OTAABAIA IPEANIOYTEHHE (PUTypHO-
My KataHuio. Ckopee BCEro, 3T0 GbLTO CBSI3aHO
C IIPUBJIEKATEIHOCTHIO KOCTIOMUPOBAHHBIX

[>KeKCOoH XeWHc cTan nep- Jackson Haines was the
BbIM GUIYPUCTOM, BKAIO- first figure skater to include
YMBLUMM B CBOM BbicTyrsie-  dance movements and a
HUA TaHUeBanbHble ABMXXe-  musical accompaniment in
HUSA 1 My3blKanbHoe conpo-  his performances. Photo-
BOXAeHUe. doTorpadus graph from the second half
BTOpOW nonoBuHbl XIX Beka.  of the 19th century.

cauldron, bats and a retinue of a dozen en-
chanting demons. A psaltery player danced
the kazachok with great skill for the Tsar-
Maiden. After the procession, which was a re-
sounding success, there was a firework dis-
play and the ball on ice began, as was custom-
ary, with a polonaise. The ball ended well
after midnight. That evening around 2,500
people visited the Yusupov Garden.

St Petersburg's skating-rinks differed in
their layout, the facilities provided, prices
and location, so each of them had its own reg-

KoHbku XIX Beka — xenes-
Has «nojoLwBa» Ha Aepe-
BSIHHOW OCHOBeE.
Nineteenth-century

skates — an iron blade on
a wooden base.

AHIIMACKUIA KaTOK rnoce-
Lanu Jaxe YneHbl Lap-
cTByloLWen Gbamununu.

«KaTaHue Ha KOHbKax Ha
Hese». C KapTuHbl EMenb-
aHa KapHeeBa. lNepBas
yeTBepTb XIX BeKa.

The “English” rink was
even visited by members
of the imperial family.

Skating on the Neva. From
a painting by Yemelyan
Karneyev. First quarter of
the 19th century.




Tpaouyuu / traditions

6AJIOB U IIPA3THUKOB HA JIBJY, JAXKE CBETCKUE
XPOHUKEPDbI OTMEYAIN, YTO MHOT'MM KOHBKO-
GEKI[aM YAABAIOCHh «TaHIEBATh HA JIbJY JIy4-
1Ie, yeM Ha napkere». CTaHOBUIOCH OUEBUJL-
HBIM, YTO JUI «(PUTYPHOTO €3/10Ka» TPYA U
SHEPrus — JAIEKO He BCE, TPEOOBAICS «IIPU-
POKJICHHBII TaTaHT». M 1elicTBUTEIbHO, OH
ObLI HEOOXOJUM, YTOObI BBINUCHIBATH Ha
JIbZly KOHBKAMH BEH3€JIb €T0 NMITEPATOPCKO-
rO BEJIMYECTBA, CICTAHHBIA OJHON YEPTOMH,

Gostee CITOKHBINA — JByMsI YePTaMH, ¥ CAMBII
TPYHO BBIMOJHUMBINA — BEH3EJb C «IJIOPU-
ell», TO €CTb ¢ OOO3HAYCHUEM CUSHUS Ha-
BEPXYy N CKPCIMICHHBIMU JIABPOBbIMU BETBSI-
MM BHU3Y.

Jlis mobureseil KOHBKOOEKHOTO CIIOPTA
29 nexa6ps 1911 roxa B IlerepGypre npouso-
IO BaxkHOE coGpITHE — Ha KamenHoocTpos-
CKOM IIPOCHEKTE OTKPbUICA NepBblil B Poc-
crn «/[Boper; TermbIx JbxoB». B ero cosna-

CripaBa. Y COBETCKOM MO-
JI0AEXM KaTKW cTanu uanio6-
NIEHHbIM MeCTOM [N15 Po-
MaHTUYECKUX CBUAAHUA.

«KaTok». Jlutorpadus c
KapTuHbl [laBnaa 3arocku-
Ha. 1939 roga.

Right. The skating-rink
became a popular place for
romantic dates with Soviet
youngsters.

Skating-Rink. Lithograph
after a painting by David
Zagoskin. 1939.

HUH YJaCTBOBAIN CAMbI€ U3BECTHBIE (DUPMBI
TOTO BPEMEHU: CTPOUTETBCTBO OCYIIECTBILI
anb3accknii 3aBox «Ksupu u K*», anexrprde-
CKOE OCBEIeHHe obecreumia mnerepoypr-
ckas ¢upma «Cumenc u lanbcke», orore-
HUEe U BeHTWIAIo — ¢upma «Keprunr».
ITOT KPLITBIA MCKYCCTBEHHDIH JIEAAHON Ka-
TOK BXOJHJI B COCTAB YBECETUTEIBHOTO Cajla
«AxBapuymM». Ero piagenbipl Kymubl AJek-
CaH/[POBBI «CO3JIA/IN, — KaK THCAT KypHATI

«OroHek», — HOBBII CIIOPTUBHBIN pail, BMe-
CT€ C I'MI'AaHTCKOW XOJIOAMJIBHOM J1aboparo-
PHEIl 1 BOCEMBIO BEPCTAMU TPYO JUIs OXJIAXK-
JAeHHOH 110 20 TpajycoB HMKE HYJIS BOJPDI,
CTOMMOCTBIO OOJIbIIE YEM B MOJIMULIMOHA
pyoueil. JIoBKkre KOHBKOOEKIBI U HaPSTHbIC
JlaMbl M3 CTOJMYHOTO OOMOHZA IIONYYMIN
BO3MOKHOCTDb KPACHBO Pe3aTh JIe/ B G1ecTs-
IIeM, BECEJIOM 3aJIe, T/l TEIUIO U YIOTHO, KaK

B BEJIMKOCBETCKOU TOCTHUHO».

[Jlambl Ha AHTIMIICKOM KaTKe KaTannucb 06bI4HO B YEPHbIX
g WK LBETHbIX 6apXaTHbIX WyGKax, OTAeNaHHbIX MEXOM CO060-

g a

«Ymo kacaemes do Kopcema, mo on
COBEPUEHHO AUMALN NOGKOCTIU U NOCO-
pomausocmu. Boobwe kopcem — 00na u3
NPUMUN CLABBLX YCnexo8 0am 6 dueyp-
HOM Kamanuu, 20e be3 nezo Lywule 6ce20
MO21a ObL NPOABUMBCA HCEHCKAS 2par-

“ e 5 N1 UM TOPHOCTas, @ KaBanepbl — B U3bICKaHHbIX GapxaT-
i ‘ HbIX BEHr€pKax U/K KaKeTax, Ho BpeMsi BHECIO CBOMU KOp-
r ' & A PEKTUBbI B KOHbKOGEXHYIO MoAy. KocTioMbl cTanun 6onee
A w“ - NIErKUMU U NMPOCTBIMU, XKyPHasbl PEKOMEHO0BAN «NPOCTON
A L] i - il L dacoH nnatba U rnagkue, 6e3 CKNafoK, KOPOTKUE I0GKM».
F 4 ' L] l YKOpPOY€eHHbI€e I06KU MOOABIX GUTYPUCTOK NPUBOANAN B
1 yXac Noxunbix Aam. My>K4YuHbl CTann HOCUTb MIOTHO Npu-
i neratoLime TEMHbIE KYPTKH, a ANt NOAXBATbIBAHUS A/IMHHbIX
GpPIOK — reTpbl, KOTOPbIE COXPAHSIN TeMNo U NpuaaBam
durype 6onee UsSLLHbIA BUA.

The ladies at the English rink usually skated here in black
or coloured velvet coats trimmed with sable or ermine,
the gentlemen in exquisite velvet jackets, some in the
hussar style. But with time skating fashion changed: cos-
tumes became lighter and less elaborate; magazines rec-
ommended “dresses of simple cut and smooth skirts
without pleats”. The shorter skirts of young figure-skaters
horrified elderly ladies. Men began to wear tight-fitting
dark-coloured jackets and to bind up their long trousers
with gaiters that kept in the heat and allowed them to cut
a more dashing figure.

ular customers. Students and pupils of the
military schools preferred the rinks on the
Fontanka, Moika and Catherine Canal; socie-
ty lions liked to display their sporting talents
by the Red Bridge. By the Mikhailovsky Ar-
tillery College on the Neva there was a free
skating-rink for poor local children and the
Semionovsky rink on the Fontanka even
hired a special instructor for them. Gymnasi-
um pupils and cadets skated on the Field of
Mars in the afternoons and instructors were
on duty there from two to five o'clock. A sea-
son ticket cost two roubles. In the buffet at-
tached to the rink you could get a sandwich
and a cup of tea for just five kopecks. Warm
changing rooms were provided and there was
a special first-aid kit in case of injuries.

A rink was created in Kronstadt for the
sailors. A correspondent for one local news-
paper wrote on 11 December 1868 how im-
pressed he had been by the sight of it —
smooth and slippery “as the slipperiest ball-
room parquet. On the ice dozens of
gentlemen, boys and girls are skating or
pushing chairs on runners, performing fig-
ures and dancing quadrilles. Next to the
ramp a nice little house has been built with
a flag on top and an open gallery where the
devotees of these healthy winter pastimes go
to warm themselves. The rink, slides and
house all belong to the “Society of Lovers
of Slippery Pleasures”, whose members pay
5 roubles per winter for all this. At present
the society has 120 members.” Another Kro-
nstadt reporter observed that “in the pres-
ent season the rink on the Italian Pond is
distinguishing itself with great refinement
and facilities for visitors. On a barge placed
by the bank two little rooms have been
organized where one can get warm; here
too is something like a veranda from
which one can admire the graceful pretty
female skaters.”

Mnnioctpauus u3 xypHana
Moz KoHua XIX Beka.

An illustration from a late
nineteenth-century fashion
magazine.

YUR», — NUCAAU 8 CIMOAUNHOM JCYpHANE
Mmo0 xonya XIX eexa.

“As for the corset: it deprives one com-
pletely of nimbleness and adroitness.
In general the corset is among the vea-
sons for the poor successes of the ladies
in figure skating, where feminine grace
could manifest itself better without it.”
Words from a St Petersburg fashion
magazine in the late nineteenth
century.

Exercise on the ice was not the only rea-
son for visiting the rinks. “People make
dates to come here. Romances begin here.
In that regard our young ladies, and espe-
cially their mamas, are very quick off the
mark. They know all the tricks to get you
married and there's no wriggling out!” one
contemporary wrote.

The rink on the Neva by the English
Embankment was for the select few. For
the convenience of visitors a covered gallery
led from the embankment to the “English
Rink”. By analogy with theatrical auditoria
on the opposite side of the rink there was a
“royal box”; at the sides stood stuffed bears,
a traditional feature of Russian folk enter-
tainments. A special building contain-
ed changing rooms and rooms for stor-
ing skates.

The English Rink was a venue for balls and
concerts and young members of the capital's
beau monde often made dates to go there.

The owners of the rinks tried to outdo
each other, seeking to attract the public with
a great variety of shows and amusements —
the 25th anniversary of the Semionovsky
rink on the Fontanka was marked by a “Ris-

CrnipaBa. «®urypuctkar. Right. Figure Skater. Stat-
CratyaTtka JIeHuHrpaacKo- uette from the Leningrad
ro dapdopoBoro 3aBoaa Lomonosov Porcelain

M. M. B. JlTomoHocoBa. Factory. 1959.

1959 roga.

ing Moon” celebration. The show took place
in a specially constructed ice pavilion.
Ladies paid 30 kopecks to enter, men 50.

Of all the varieties of skating as a sport,
the public's favourite was figure-skating.
This was probably due to the attractiveness
of fancy-dress balls and festivals on ice.
Even society columnists observed that
many skaters managed “to dance better on
ice than on parquet”.
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YAUBUTEIBHO, YTO, HECMOTPS HA N3MEH-
YUBOCTb MOJIbI, ITOIYJISIPHOCTb KaTKOB IIPO-
JOJDKATA COXPAHSTHCS Ha MIPOTSDKEHUIN BCe-
ro XX Bexa. IBoIOnUs «(PUIrypHOIi €3/(bI Ha
KOHBKAX» IIPOIILIA PA3HBIE ATAIBI — OT IIPO-
CTOrO TIOOGUTEILCTBA 0 MPOQECCHOHANTBEHO-

IO CIIOPTa, 4 CKPOMHbBIE KaTKM Ha PEKax U
npyaax cMenmin J[sopiiel ciopra. Hemamen-
HBIMH OCTAJIUCh TOIBKO BOCXUIEHUE U BOC-
TOPT OT 6E3YKOPU3HEHHOTO MacTePCTBa (hu-
TYPUCTOB, OJMHAKOBO OJIMCTAIOMUX KaK Ha
CIIOPTUBHBIX APEHAX, TAK U B JIEJOBBIX IIOY. M

K nauany XX sexa baazodaps yeaeuenuro gueyproin xamanu-
eM 8 CROPMUBHBLX HCYPHANAX POOUACE HOBBLTL HCANP — UH-
mepevio, 8 KOMOpPbLx SHAMEHUMOCTIU PACCKAZBIEAAU O CEOUX
cnopmusnwx npucmpacmusx. laxoe unmepssio dan ¢ 1909 eo-
oy acyprany «Pyccxuit cnopm» éenunatiwutt nuarucm Hocud
logpman: «Cnopm s 0bosxcan, ¢ 0ememsa 6biL XOPOUUM KOHY-
KODCIHCUEM U 8 C80E BPeMsL Denan Kpacusvle Pueypol, s npusnao

CripaBa. Mocud lodmaH,

aMepUKaHCKUIA MMaHncT

MONbCKOro Npoucxoxie-

HUS. Y4eHUK AHToHa
Py6uHwWTEMHA.

CnpaBa BHU3Yy. ®epop
LWansnuH Ha KaTke

B ycagb6e «[leHaTbl».
Kyokkana. 1914 rog.
®dotorpadus Kapna
Bynnbl.

Right. The Polish-American
pianist J6zef Hofmann,
a pupil of Anton Rubin-

MOABKO (Pu2ypmyio €30y na KOHBKax, 8 20HKaxX HUK020a He
yuacmeosan. Teneprw ace, x020a umero epems, Hem-nem u nobe-

2ar Ha KOHVKax».

For devotees of skating an important
event took place on Kamennoostrovsky
Prospekt in St Petersburg on 29 December
1911 — the opening of the first indoor skat-
ing rink in Russia. The owners — the mer-
chant Alexandrov family — created, as the
magazine Ogoniok wrote, “a new sporting
paradise, together with a gigantic refrigera-
tion plant and eight versts of pipes to cool
water to 20 degrees below zero at a cost of
over half a million roubles. Agile skaters
and elegant ladies of the capital's beau
monde have been given the opportunity to
cut the ice handsomely in a resplendent
cheerful hall that is as warm and cosy as a
society drawing-room.”

Surprisingly, given the fickleness of fash-
ion, the popularity of skating rinks endured
throughout the twentieth century. Figure-

stein.

Bottom right. Fiodor
Chaliapin on the ice at
llya Repin's estate of
Penaty in Kuokkala
(now Repino).

1914 photograph by
Karl Bulla.

skating evolved from a simple amateur pas-
time to a professional sport and humble
rinks on rivers and ponds were succeeded by
“ice palaces”. The only things that remained
unaltered were delight and admiration for
the immaculate skills of performers who are
equally superb in sporting competitions and
in shows and ballets on ice. m

By the early twentieth century the fascination with figure skat-
ing in the sports press gave rise to a new genre - inlerviews in
which celebrities discussed their sporting predilections. The
great pianist Jozef Hofmann, for example, gave an interview to
the magazine Russky Sport in 1909: “I loved sport. I was a
good skater from childhood and turned some fine figures in my
time. I only appreciate figure skating; I never took part in

races. Now, when I have the time, I go skating once in a while.”



