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Guardian of the Angel
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OrpoMHbIN MEeXxaHU3M GalleHHbIX
YyacoB [leTponaBnoBKK HarnsaHO
NOKa3blBAET X0 U €r0 BPEMEHHU
U3HW, YAMBUTENBHO HACbILLEHHOMO
ApamMaTUYeCKUMMU COBbITUAMHU

1 6necrawmmmn nobegamu.

The immense mechanism

of the tower clock in the Peter and
Paul Fortress also shows the course
of his time of life, a time amazingly
packed full of dramatic events and
brilliant victories.

L

Bo epema sounvt on cnacan

Jenu HZ[JCL@ om paspyuumensvrozo
02HA HeMeuKux bamapell, u y nezo
ecmyv 60U AUMHDBLU KAWYU 0M KOAO-
Koavnu Ilemponasaosckozo cobo-
pa. On 6oesan na Kasxase, u op-
dena u medasu ¢ mpyoom ymeua-
M HA €20 NAPAOHOM NUONKCAKE.
On mpenep xomandot, Komopas
ObLa MHO20KDAMHBIM UeM-
nuorom CCCP no namubopvio.

B 1999 200y ez20 3aneciu 6 Knuey
])e')w[)aoe Tunnecca xax cma])e'zl-
wezo noxopumens, Ceseprozo no-
A10Ca, a 8 nocaedyuue 200bt O
YUACMBOB8AN 8 HECKOABKUX B0C-
XOKHCOEHUAX Ha 6blCOMaTwUe 8ep-
wunst naaremst. Emy cxopo uc-
noanumes 82 20da, 1o on 600p,
noomsanym, bezaem Kpoccvl Hapas-
ne co cmydewmamu Iymarnumap-
H020 yHusepcumema npogPcor3os,
ede 3asedyem Kagpedpoti gussocnu-
manusa. On — nouemmnvii epasxcoa-
HUN CaHKm-Heme[)@])ea semepan
Beauxoit Omeuwecmeenott 6ot
Muxaun Muxaurosuuw bOBPOB.
C num becedosan naw xoppecnon-
denm Cepeett BOPOXOB.

During the war he helped to save
Leningrad from the destructive
might of the German artillery and
he has his own personal key to the
bell tower of the SS Peter and Paul
Cathedral. He fought in the Cauca-
sus and his military decorations
are so numerous they barely fit on
his parade jacket. He was USSR
pentathlon champion several times
over. In 1999 he was included in
the Guinness Book of Records as
the oldest person ever to reach the
North Pole, and in the years since
he has taken part in ascents of sev-
eral of the highest peaks on the
planet. He will soon turn 82, but
he is energetic and in good shape.
He does cross-country runs, keeping
pace with the students of the Uni-
versity of Humanities and Social
Sciences, where he is head of the
physical education department. He
is the honorary citizen of St Peters-
burg, Second World War veteran
Mikhail Mikhailovich BOBROV.
Our correspondent Serget
VOROKHOV talked to him.
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Muxant Bo6poB — ofuH U3 1ATH J€TeH-
JAPHBIX aJBIIMHICTOB, KOTOPBIE BO BpEMs
060poHb! JIeHmHTpaja MACKUPOBAIN BBICOT-
HbIE JOMHHAHTHI ropoya: mmwim Ilerpomas-
JIoBKU 1 Ajpvupanreiictsa, kynosa Mcaakues-
ckoro cobopa. llpekpacHo BupHBIE Kak
JIHEM, TAaK M JIYHHOI HOYBIO, OHU B HaJaJe
6JI0Ka/Tbl CIIOIb30BAINCH HEMIIAMM KaK Ha-
JIeKHBIE OPUEHTHUPHI JIJIi KOPPEKTHUPOBKHU
apTOOCTPEJIOB FOPOAA.

bes cTpourenncTBa J€COB, HCIOTb3YS
JINIIb TIPUEMbl aJTbIIMHUCTCKON TEXHMKU,
bo6poB ¢ ToBapumaMu B KpaTdaimme cpo-
KM ITPOBEJIM YHUKAJILHYIO OINEPAIHio IO Ma-
cxkuposke. Kynon Mcaakusa u mmmb [eTpo-
MABJIOBKM OHU IMOKPACIUIM IMApOBOHA Kpa-
CKOH, AIMUPAITEHCKYIO UIVIy YKPBUIM CIIE-
IUAJIbHBIM 9EXJIOM U OOMOTAIM IIHypaMH,
yTOOBI He napycul. Jlo cux nop Muxanma
Muxaiiniopuya MPUBJIEKAIOT KaK dKCIEPTa
IIPU BBICOTHBIX padoTax Ha mmuie Ilerpo-
MaBJIOBKHU, HA KOTOPBIH OH 3a61paeTcs pery-
JIIPHO JIBa-TPU paza B rofl. «loapko He cripa-
MIMBANTE MEHS O GIOKATHBIX JTHSX, — ITOTIPO-
cun Muxann Muxaitiosuu. — 1 Bce yxe
CKa3aa 06 3TOM B CBOEH KHHUTE BOCIIOMUHA-
HUI , XpaHUTEIN aHTeaa >,

Hy 4To > — ero >knsHb HACTOJIBKO Gorara
COOBITUAMU, YTO BCEX BOIIPOCOB BCE PABHO
He 3a/[allb.

— Muxaun Muxatinosuy, xax 6t peutusucs
8 76 aem omnpasumocs na Ceseprwiti nosoc?

— Bcs Mos KM3HD CBSI3aHA CO CIIOPTOM,

Mikhail Bobrov was one of the five leg-
endary mountaineers who, during the de-
fence of Leningrad, camouflaged the city’s
highest landmarks: the spires of the SS Peter
and Paul Cathedral and the Admiralty, the
dome of St Isaac’s Cathedral. Highly visible by
day and on moonlit nights, they were used by
the Germans at the start of the siege as reliable
reference-points for correcting the range of
their big guns. Without scaffolding, using on-
ly mountaineering techniques, Bobrov and
his comrades carried out a unique camouflage
operation in an extremely brief time. They
painted the dome of St Isaac’s and the SS Peter
and Paul spire with battleship-grey paint. They
pulled a special soft cover over the Admiralty
spire and lashed it around with ropes to pre-
vent it flapping. Mikhail Mikhailovich is still
called in as an expert on steeplejack work in
the fortress and he ascends the spire regularly
two or three times a year. “Only don’t ask me
about the siege period,” Bobrov requested. “I
said all there is to say in my book of memoirs —
Guardians of the Angel.”

WEell, his life has been so full of events that
there is no risk of running out of questions.

“Mikhail Mikhailovich, what prompted you

OCHOBHBIE BUJbI — AJIBIIMHU3M U IMSATUOO-
poe. Ha 75-1eTne MHe HOZapMIN OTINIHYIO
BOPOHYIO Jiomaab 1o kanuke Isunes. 1 no
CUX TOp KaXKABIH CBOOOTHBIA BBIXOJTHOM
JE€HDb 1 CAXYCh B CEJUIO U Mbl COBEPIIAEM
MHOTOKMJIOMETPOBBIE Kpocchl. Tak dTO
CIOPTHUBHYIO (OpMy s elle He IOTEePsL
IIpaBxa, xorza MoU Apyr, AUPEKTOP My3es
Apxruxy u Autapkruku Bukrop bosapckuii,
npeatoxxm uaTu Ha CeBepHBIH MOJIIOC, I 3a-
comHeBaznca. Jyman, uto 6ymy obysoit amxs
topapuieil. Ho HeT, pedgara nmorom rosopu-
JIA, 9TO MOI IPHUMEP TOJLKO IOMOTal UM
IIPEOJI0JIEBATD TPYAHOCTH.

— Bol xax-mo cneyuansrno 20mosusucy K amomy
noxody?

— YTOOBI «HAXOIAUTH» KUJIOMETPAK, S
KUKABIA JIEHb JUCTAHIMIO MEXIY JOMOM U
YHUBEPCUTETOM IIPEOJOJIEBAT IEMIKOM — C
ITeTporpaackoit croponsl B Kymuuno u 06-
patHO. Paccrosaaue BbIMepmI To4HO: 15 ku-
someTpos 445 meTpos. UepejoBan 6er u Xo-
Ib0y. B cpeaem gaca Ba yXOIWIO HA JOPOTY.

to go off to the North Pole at the age of 76?”

“I have been involved with sport all my life
— mainly mountaineering and the pentathlon.
For my 75th birthday I was given an excellent
black horse called Guinea. Still every day I
have free at the weekend I get in the saddle
and we go for a long cross-country ride. So I
am still in sporting form. Admittedly, when my
friend Victor Boyarksy, the director of the
Museum of the Arctic and Antarctic suggested
going to the North Pole, I hesitated. I thought
I would be a burden to my companions. But
that wasn’t the case. The lads said afterwards
that my example only helped them to over-
come difficulties.”

“Did you make any special preparations for
the trip?”

“In order to get enough kilometres under
my belt, I covered the distance from home to
the university on foot each day — from the Pet-
rograd Side to Kupchino and back. I meas-

«CerogHs BO BpeMs Hallen paboTbl
HeMUbl 60M6GUNN AaMKUpanTencTBo.
Bce xoanno xogyHoM — nnams, AbiM,
CTpouTe/bHas Mblib, OCKOMIKK, FPOXOT,
BOW». TaKylo 3anucb OH caenan

2 oKTa6ps 1941 roga.

“Today while we were working the
Germans bombed the Admiralty.
Everything shook — flames, smoke,
building dust, shrapnel, crashing and
wailing.” He made that diary entry
on 2 October 1941.

Ha nytv kK CeBepHoMy nontocy
1 K pekopay ana Kuurv MHHecca.
On the way to the North Pole and

a place in the Guinness Book
of Records.

B memyapax bobposa ecmv maxue
anosa: «Kozda 6 sicHbLil aemnutt 0ens
UAU 8 NACMYPHYI0 OCEHHI0N NOPY
3on0mvte sepuunst Jlenunepada, eeo
WNUAU U KYNOAG Padytom 8au 630p,
scnomunaiime 06 IMUX A1002x>.
Bom umena ezo boesvix mosapuuient-
MACKUPOBULUK08:

Omvea Agpanacvesna Pupcosa,
Anous Aseycmunosuy 3emba,
Anexcanopa Heanosna Ilpuzodcesa,
Muxaun Heanosuu Lllecmarxos.

Bobrov’s memoirs contain this sen-
tence: “When on a clear summer’s
day or in the overcast time of au-
tumn the golden peaks of Leningrad,
ils spires and domes delight your eye,
remember these people.” Here are the
names of his fellow wartime camou-
Slagers:

Olga Afanasievna Firsova,

Alois Avgustinovich Zemba,
Alexandra Ivanovna Prigozheva,
Mikhail Tvanovich Shestakou.

Beepxy. OnHa u3 npmaT-
HEWLINX MUHYT — CBMUAA-
HWe ¢ nobumon [BUHeeN.

Above. One of life’s most
pleasant moments —

a date with his beloved
Guinea.

Left. On the highest point
of Australia.

IToToMm cpasy B iym — 11 Ha 3aHATHS K CTY/IEH-
Tam. Ee 1 ¢ HUMH BBIXO/IFUT Ha TIPOOEKKIL.

— Umo 6vL10 CambiM CAOANCHDIM 8 TYMEULECMEUN
x Cegepromy nomrocy?

— Topocsl. I 3Ha1, 4TO OHU BLICOKME, HO
HUKAaK He OKUJIAJI, YTO HACTOJBKO — C TPeX-
YETBIPEXATAKHBIN JIOM. A depe3 HUX elle U
CaHM C I'PY30M HY:KHO nepeTamuthb. Cepbes-
HOE MPENATCTBUE U TOJIbIHBU IMTUPUHON Me-
TPOB MATHAECAT U JUIMHOMN Ha JECATKHI KIJIO-
METPOB B 06€¢ CTOPOHBL. OGOUTH HEBO3MOXK-
HO — TIOKA WJelb, MokeT B Kanmany ynecTn.
Cujienn Ha Kpalo, KAAIM y MOPSI IOTOJBI.
IIpumepHO uepe3 wac BOAY NPUXBATHIBAI
TOHKUIA JIefIOK. Toraa mepBbIM Ha CTPAXOBKE
men Bura bosapckuii. CHauaia moaskom, mno-
TOM Ha YETBCPEHBbKAX, HAKOHEI], B ITOJHBINA
poct. bpL10 BUAHO, KaK JIeJ IOJ HUM IIPOTy-
GaeTca. 3aTeM HaJIOKHBAINA IIEPENpPaBy — U
nepexoauIn octadbHble. Korma pomnum go
MOJIIOCA, TO HAa PAIOCTIX MYCTUINCD B ILIAC,
JlaBail XOPOBOJABI BOIUTD. A JIef-TO apeidy-
eT. IToka MBI BeCeIMINCh, HAC OTHECJIO Me-
TPOB Ha TPHUCTA... A YTOOBI 3a(PUKCUPOBATD
(pakT TpeGBIBAHNA Ha TOJIOCE, HATO OBLTO
coTorpacduposaTh AucIueil mpudopa, Ko-
TOPBIN ONpEJe/IAET HAIle MECTOTIOIOKECHIE
cpasy o TpeM ciyrHuKam. [Iprmuiocs cHoBa
«JIOBUTB» IIOJIIOC.

— Tlomom ¢ moti aice KoManool eouHoOMbLUEH-
HUKO8 6bL NOKOPAAU ebicouatiuue eopvt mupa. K
mpexcomaemuro Ilemepoypea yemanasiusasu na
sepuunax paazu eopoda: ¢ 2001 200y — na v
opyce, 6 2002-m — na Kuaumanodocapo, 6 2003-m -

ured the route exactly: 15 kilometres 445
metres. I alternated running and walking. On
average it took me two hours. Then straight
into the shower and off to my lessons with the
students. I went out on runs with them as well.”

“What was the most difficult thing about the
journey to the pole?”

“The ice hummocks. I knew they were tall,
but I couldn’t have imagined how tall — the
height of a three- or fourstorey house. And
you have to drag the loaded sledges over them
as well. Another serious obstacle is the patches
of open water fifty metres wide and stretching
for dozens of kilometres in either direction.
You can’t go round them — you might find
yourselves in Canada before you're done. We
sat on the edge and waited for the weather to
change. After an hour or so the water became
covered with thin ice. Then Vitya Boyarsky
went ahead on a safety line, first crawling slow-
ly, then on all fours, finally walking upright.
You could see the ice bending under him.
When he was over, we organized the crossing
and the rest of us followed.”

“Then with the same band of accomplices
you conquered some of the highest mountains
in the world. For Petersburg’s 300th anniver-
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na nuxe Kocmwowixo. Haseproe, camvim 3anomu-
HAWUUMCE CMAN0 B0CX0KHCOEHUE HA IvOpyc, 8e0b
8bL MAM G0CBANU L.

— Koneuno, nyremecrsue Ha 1p6pyc ObI-
JIo BO3BpamieHueM k Mosoxoctu. Cefdac o
nunty KHUry «Boiina na nepesarax KaBkasa».
Mano kTo 3HaeT 06 3TOI BBICOKOIOPHOI
BoitHe. A 6ou 1 Ha BbicoTe 4000 MeTpoB, B
TSDKEJIEUIINX YCIOBUSX KACIOPOJAHOrO rOJIo-
JAHUS ¥ CUMIITOMOB TrOpHOH GojesHu. Lle-
JIBIH B3BOJ, 2 TO ¥ POTA MOIVIA PA30M OTKJIIO-
YUTBCS — U BCE, 6011 mpourpad. Tam He 66110
HU (poHTa, HU ¢ranroB. KTo BRINIE, TOT M
XO3SUH TIOJOXKEHUSA. A OT CHEXHBIX JTaBUH
MTOTUGJIO GOJIBIIE PEOSAT, YeM OT BPAKECKHUX
ysb. I caM HEeCKOJIBKO pa3 MoIaiaJl Mo Jia-
BUHBI U uyloM cracaicsi. JKusHbio o6g3aH
cBoeMy opauHapuy lomke 3apy6uanu. Mbr
MOJHUMAINCh Ha nepeBas TBuGep, 4ToObI
CMEHUTb GoeBoe oxpaHeHue. Biapyr chex-
HBII1 HACT JIOITHYJI Y MEHSI [T0J] HOTAMU, U 51 [10-
HsUI, 4TO Jiedy BHU3. B aToT MmomenT Iomxka
HPBITHYJI BCJIEJ 32 MHOM M YCIIET yXBaTUTb
MeHs 3a Horu. OH He ]l MHE YTH Ha THO JIa-
BUHBI. MBI ITposIeTe BMECTE METPOB TPH-
cra. Korja gaBuHAa OCTaHOBUJIACH, CTAIU
TpaM6OBaTh CHET, HO CAMOCTOSITEJIBLHO BBI-
6parbcst 6bUTO HEBO3MOKHO. Yaca jgBa MBI
SKJIAJI TIOMOIIH, TIOTOM ITOCIBIIIAJICS JIAl CO-
6aK — 1 HAC OTKOIAJIM.

Hammm conjaram, MHOTHE MX KOTOPBIX
BIICPBBIC YBUJIEIH TOPBI, GBUIO OUCHB TSDKE-
JIO, HO MBI IPINCH KAK Y€PTHU U BBIOIIIH C I1€-

€BAJIOB OTOOPHBIE YACTH HEMEI[KOI TOPHO-

sary you planted flags on their summits: on
Elbrus in 2001, on Kilimanjaro in 2002, on
Mount Kosciusko in 2003. The most memo-
rable was probably the ascent of Mount Elbrus,
after all you fought there.”

“Of course, the Elbrus trip was a journey
back to my youth. The fighting took place at a
height of 4,000 metres, in difficult conditions
of oxygen starvation and symptoms of altitude
sickness. A whole platoon, a company even,
might collapse all at once and that’s it, you've
lost the battle. There was neither front nor
flanks there. Whoever was higher had com-
mand of the situation. And avalanches killed
more of the lads than enemy bullets. I myself
was caught by avalanches several times and
escaped by amiracle. I owe my life to my order-
ly, Godzha Zarubiani. We were on our way up
to the Tviber pass to relieve the outpost there.
Suddenly the snow crust broke beneath my
feet and I found myself flying downwards. At
that instant Godzha jumped after me and
managed to grab my legs. He prevented me
being dragged down to the bottom of the ava-
lanche. We flew together about 300 metres. We
came to a halt and started stamping down the
snow, but we could not get out by ourselves.

CTPEIKOBOM JUBU3UN «DIEIbBENC» U UTAIb-
stHCKOU «benmont mmnn». C KaKAbIM TOJ0OM
BETEPAHOB FOPHOCTPEIKOBBIX OTPSJIOB CTa-
HOBUTCS BCE MEHBIIE. YK€ HET HUKOTO B JKU-
BBIX U3 T€X, KTO CHUMaJI (paITUCTCKUE (DIaru
¢ Anpb6pyca. B Jlenunrpase U3 yJacTHUKOB
Tex GOEB OCTAIOCh TOJBKO Tpoe: laspumr
Denoposny Xynumsmwiy, AHaToani Muxaii-
JIOBUY YBApOB /2 5.

— dmbpyc npu medasmem noceuwenu 6ac Hem-
HUOYOL Yousun?

— Y MeHs 3TO 6BUIO YKe AECATOE MO CIETY
BOCXOX/JIeHIEe Ha Japopyc. /IBa pasa g mon-
HIUMAJICSI Ha HETO elle 0 BOMHBL. B mocieBo-
€HHBIE TOJBI YJACTBOBAT B MACCOBBIX BOC-
XOXJICHUSX, KOTJ[A BEPIINHY HMOKOPSIIH OJ-
HOBpPEMEHHO GoJiee cTa dYesoBeK. Bmecre
LT Y MOJIOJEKD, U TIOKIIble oau. bbuio
04YeHb 3710poBO. Cerof s, K COKaJICHUIO, I10-
PsAKa B ropax crajo ropasjo mensbire. [Toka
MBI [TOJHUMAJIICh, HAM HaBCTPEUY CIyCTILIN
1ATh TPynoB. ChIMATCS MOJIOJIbIE PedATa, 1Mo-
TOMY YTO JIE3yT HEIIOATOTOBJICHHBIE, 6€3 K-
MUPOBKU, WJAYT Ha BEPIINHY OYKBAJILHO
B KPOCCOBKax M Maiikax. A Beab KabapauHo-
bankapus Moria 661 030JI0TUTHCS, TPAMOTHO
OPraHU30BaB MOIBEMBI HA DILOPYC. DTOMY
JiaKe y appUKAHIIEB CTOIIO OBI IIOYIUTHCS.
Ha Kmwinmanpkapo Mbl IUIM CO CTOPOHBI
Tanzanun. Bepmmaa oroposkeHa, IOXbeM
IUIATHBIM, YU €ro MOXHO Ha4daTb TOJLKO
B OIIpEEICHHbIX MecTax. Uucrora, mops-
JIOK, 4Yepe3 KXK/bIe ThICSIy METPOB IpU-
IOTBI, [JI€ YCTAHOBJICHBI COTHEYHbIEC GATapen

We waited around two hours for help, then
heard the barking of dogs and we were dug
out. Our soldiers, many of whom had never
seen mountains before, had it very hard, but
we fought like the devil and cleared the passes
of elite units of the German Edelweiss
Gebirgsjdger-Division and the Italian White
Lily mountain troops.”

“Did Elbrus surprise you in any way on your
recent visit?”

“This was my tenth ascent of Elbrus already.
I climbed the mountain twice before the war.
In the postwar years I took part in mass
climbs, when over a hundred people at a time
conquered the peak. Young people and the
elderly went up together. It was really great.
Today, unfortunately, there is far less order in
the mountains. While we were on out way up,
five corpses were being brought down. Young
lads come unstuck because they go climbing
unprepared and unequipped, heading for the
peak literally in trainers and T-shirts.”

“Roughly the way they dress in Africa. What
were your impressions of Kilimanjaro?”

“The peak itself is not very difficult. But you
have to pay for each day’s ascent and we had
limited funds. We scraped together only

[ep6 CaHkT-lMeTepbypra goctaBneH
Ha CeBepHbIV Nontoc.

The coat of arms of St Petersburg
delivered to the North Pole.

Mpe3vaeHT PeaepaLlnm coBpemeH-
Horo naTuéopbsa CaHKT-MNeTepbypra
n JleHnHrpaacKkomn o6nactv Muxawn
Bo6poB. u MNpe3naeHT Poccuinckomn
denepaunn Bnagumup MyTtuH.
Mikhail Bobrov, President of the
Modern Pentathlon Federation for
St Petersburg and Leningrad Region,
and Vladimir Putin, President of the
Russian Federation.

|

An encounter with the mountains
and with his youth: on the slopes
of twin-peaked Elbrus 19-year-old
Mikhail Bobrov and his de-
tachment of mountain troops
fought stubbornly for victory.

[Ba Muxanna — e v BHyK.

Two Mikhails — grandfather
and grandson.

BcTpeya ¢ ropamMv U MONIOAOCTbIO:
Ha CK/JIOHax ABYrnaBoro Anb6pyca
[eBATHaaLaTUNeTHUIA Muxaun
Bo6poB co CBOMM OTPSAOM rop-
HbIX CTPENKOB caenan Bce Ans
MNo6enbl.

[pyxHas KomaHaa nepea

wrypmom KnnumaHaxapo.

The close-knit team
before the assault
on Kilimanjaro.

1 MO3TOMy €CTh Topsidasi Boja W CJIUBHBIE
TyaJeThl. 3a Mayeinee HapyIIecHHE Tebs
CHUIMYT C TPACChI, OTIPABAT JOMOH, Ja e1re
mTpag OrPpOMHBIH B3BIIIYT — TOJIBKO IOIPO-
Oyi1 rae-HuOyAb OYMaskKy 6pocuThb. A Ha DJIb-
Opyce CEerozHs Tak BCE 3arayKEHO, YTO OPOI
MecTa IO ITATATKY HEe HAlTH.

— 10 ecmv na Kuaumanoocapo y séac 6vina nee-
Kas npoeyrxa?

— Cama BepmmHa He 0O4eHb c1oxkHaA. Ho

CneBa. JleHnHrpaa-
CKasi KOMaHaa —
YyemnuoHbl Cnapta-
Kuabl No coBpe-
MEHHOMY NATUG0-
pbto 1959 roga.

Left. The Leningrad
team that won the

modern pentathlon
at the 1959 USSR

Spartakiad.




32 KOKJbII JI€Hb IOJbeMa HAJO0 IUIATUTD,
a Mbl ObUIM OIPAHUYEHBI B CPEACTBAX.
JleHbru HacKpe6IM TOTBKO HA YETBIPE C TO-
JIOBUHOM JHS, TTO3TOMY PBAaHYJIN Ha BEpIIN-
Hy 6€3 BCAKOM aanTalii K BEICOKOTOPBIO, 4
3TO OUYEeHB TsDKeN0. CaMBIM TPYAHBIM OBLT ITO-
CJIeIHUI 3TAll. 3aHOYEBWIN MBI HA BBICOTE
4700 METPOB, /IO BEPIIUHBI — THICSAYA C JIUII-
HUM. A TaM elle OCbIIb, II0 KOTOPOH 6oJIbIe
CIoJI3aellb, YeM IogHuMaembcsa. Ho Bpems
IIOKUMAET, OIO3JA€IIb C BO3BPALICHUEM —
mrpad. Bnepean Hac num aMepUKaHIBI U
Kopelnpl. M xoraa Mpl MEUMO HUX IIpOHE-
CJIMCh BBEPX, OHU HA HAC TAKUMU IVIa3aMHU
cMOTpenH... Buaumo, aymann: OTKyzaa
3TU pebdsTa, YTO 32 JBBBI? A 5TU JBBHI,
KOT/Ia 10O paInCh 10 BEPIINHEI, 9yTh bory
JyIIy HE OTHAIU (CMeemcs,).

3aTo KaKue pacCBETHI MBI TaM BHJIEIN!
Brp1 ne nosepute. Kak 6yaTo mocTpa B Te-
aTpe 3axuraercs. Paz —u yxe ceerio! 1

enough money for four and a half days, so we
rushed for the top without any adaptation to
high altitude and that’s very hard. The last
stage was the most difficult. We spent the night
at a height of 4,700 metres with another thou-
sand plus to the summit. And there’s scree
there that you slide down more than you climb
up. But the time factor is pressing. If you’re late
coming down you have to pay a penalty. There
were Americans and Koreans ahead of us and
when we rushed past them they simply stared.
Obviously they were thinking, ‘Where are
these guys from? Who are these lions?” But
when they got to the top, the lions nearly gave
up the ghost,” Bobrov laughs.

“But there were the dawns there to make
up for it. You won’t believe me. It’s as if some-
one turned on the chandelier in a theatre.
Snap and it’s already light! And the sunsets
are just as instantaneous, not like with us
when the sun rises and sets slowly. Generally
speaking, we viewed Africa from above. It’s a
hell of a beautiful place!”

“The older generation often grumble about
the youth of today... What about you?”

“You can grumble about anyone if you've a
mind to and each generation has its own rea-

Muxaun bobpos: «Mos
cyovba docmotina npu-
KAIOUEHUECK020 POMANa —
A He nosupyro. 2Kusnv
Oviaa Heobbatina

U YoUsUMEALHA.

Ee mooacro nassams
00HUM CLOBOM —
eliepsepx, xackao».

Mikhail Bobrov: “My
story would make a good
adventure novel. I am not
preening myself. It has
been an unusual and
amazing life. You could
sum it up in one word as
Jireworks, a cascade.”

3aKaT TaKoH ke MrHoBeHHbIN. He Tak, Kak y
HaC, KOT/[a COJIHIIE MEJIEHHO BCTAET U 3aKa-
TBIBaeTCs. B obmem, mocmorpernn Ha Appu-
Ky cBepxy. UepT 3HaeT kakas Kkpacora!l

— Cmapwee noxosenue wacmo gopuum na co-
spemeny10 Moaodexucy... A 6vt?

— Bopuarb MOXHO Ha KOTrO yrojgHo, Uy
KaKJIOTO TIOKOJIEHUSI CBOU TIOBOJIBI JUISL BOP-
YaHUA. Y MEHs C MOJIOEKbIO XOPOIINI KOH-
TakT. OHK GoJslee OOPA30BAaHHBI, YEM ObUIN
MBI B UX TOJIbI, y4aTCs, YBJIEKAIOTCS CIIOP-
TOM... MHe ¢ HUMU UHTEpecHO paboraTe. 11 B
KaKOI-TO CTENICHN OHM MOJNUTBLIBAIOT MEHS
cBoeii aneprueit. Hy a g juia Hux csoero poga
opueHTHp. bpIBaeT, 6exumn ¢ pebaTamMu
KpOCC, U KTO-TO HauMHaeT oTcrasaThb. [Ipu-
KPUKHEIIb: YTO K BbI, MOJI, 1, OKWJION desio-
BEK, BIIEpe/U, a BbI yike ycTanu? CThIIHO UM
CTAaHOBUTCS, MOATATUBAIOTCS. BoT BoctmTan-
HOCTU MHOTUM He xBartaeT. HerpusTHo cMo-
TPETh, KOI/la IEBYOHKH IBbIOT ITUBO HA YJIHIIE.

— Buu cobupaemecs npodoascams 80cxodncde-
Hua?

— B mporiom rojty Ml JJOJKHBI ObLTH OT-
IIPABUTBLCS IOKOPSITD JIEASTHON MaccuB Bun-
ceHa B AHTapkTuze. XOTeIn U TaM YCTaHO-
BuTh iar Ilerepbypra. He monyumnocs us-
32 OPraHU3AlUOHHLIX CI0XKHOCTel. Ho aTo
BOCXOK/IEHUE TO-TIPEKHEMY B HAIlUX ILIa-
Hax. Ecm onycruimb KpbUibst 1 Oyenb cu-
JeTh B YETBIPEX CTECHAX, TO OOA3aTEIBHO
CTUHEMb. ByayT crjibl — 0653aTeIbHO TPUMY
YyJaCTHE B 3TOM BOCXOXK/I€HUN. W

BBepxy. HactaBnexus mactepa criopTta v 3a-
CNy)KEeHHOro TpeHepa P® — 3anor ycnexa.
Hwxe. TpyaHo cebe npeacTaBuTb, YTO MOXKET
ero «BbllUMGUTb U3 ceaanr.

Above. Directions from a Master of Sport and
Honoured Trainer of the Russian Federation
are a guarantee of success.

Below. It's hard to imagine what could
“unsaddle” this horseman.

sons for grumbling. I get on well with today’s
young people. They are better educated than
we were at their age. They study and go in for
sport... I find it interesting to work with them
and to some degree they feed me with their
energy. While for them I'am a sort of reference
point. Sometimes when I'm out on a run with
the kids someone starts to lag behind. I’ll turn
and shout back, ‘Look at me, an old man
ahead of you, and you’re tired already.’” They
feel ashamed and catch up.”

“Are you planning to continue the climbs?”

“Last year we were supposed to go off and
conquer the ice-covered Vinson Massif in
Antarctica. We wanted to plant the flag of St
Petersburg there as well. But organizational
difficulties prevented it happening. Still that
ascent remains in our plans. If you let yourself
become downcast and stick within your own
four walls, you’re bound to turn up your toes.
If I have the strength, I'll definitely take part
in that climb.”m



