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Y NOYHONUCUA
Ronem-/aza
the City of Love at the foot of the Kapet-Dag

Wropb PYKAHULIbIH / by Igor RZHANITSYN

The pre-dawn mist concealed the troops ready to begin the storm and only await-

ing the order from their commander-in-chief. Then he appeared in person — wear-

ing a whate high-necked jacket and riding a white stallion as was his custom.

Prancing in front of the soldiers he congratulated them that the moment had
come, declaring that the 1eke fortress of Geok Tepe had to be taken. There could
be no going back!

«Y KPemnocTHOM CTEHbI.
Myctb BoMAyT». C KapTUHbI
Bacunus BepewaruHa.
1871 rog.

At the Fortress Wall.

“Let them come in.”

From a painting by Vasily
Vereshchagin. 1871.

The last vestiges of the mist were already
dissipating in the rays of the pale winter sun
when the besiegers attacked to the sound of
simple military music. Lieutenant Colonel
Neimatulla-bek Gaidarov commanded the
first column, which attacked the fortress from
the west drawing the defenders' attention.
The exchange of fire had barely begun, when
the ground right by the fortress wall erupted,;
a monstrous cloud of smoke and flames en-
veloped Geok Tepe.

Psanble wioubs TymMaHa yxke paccemnsa-
JIUCh B JIydaX OGJIEKJIOTO 3UMHETO COJIHIA,
KOIZ[a OCAK/JABIINE BBICTYIIMIM IIOJ 3BYKU
HEXUTPOU apMelckoi Myspiku. Iloanomnkos-
Huk Hefimarysuna-6ex [aiiapos KomMangoBai
TepBOH KOJOHHOM, aTaKOBaBIIEH KPENoCTh
C 3a1aJ1a, OTBJIEKAs HAa ceOs BHUMaHIE €€ 3a-
IUTHUKOB. E[Ba pasropeiach nepecTperika,
KaK 3eMJIsl Y CAMOI KPETIOCTHOM CTEHBI B3/IbI-
61Iach, IyfIOBUITHOE OOTAKO AbIMA M IIJTaMe-
Hu okyTano leok-Tere.

He 3ps crapanuch MHKeHEpbl, KOTOPbIE
JIHAMU 1 HOYAMU BEJIU TIOKOTI IS 3aKJIa/IKK
MUHBI. Jlaxke CKaabHBIM IPYyHT y caMoil kpe-
IIOCTU UX HE OCTAHOBWJI, 4 JIUMIb 3aJ€PsKaJl
Ha JiBa HA. Teniepb B cTeHE 3UsT TPU/IIATH-
MeTpoBbIi mposioM. Tyma, He maBas Bpary
OIOMHUTDLCH, YCTPEMUIACH KOJOHHA IIOJI-
koBHUKa Asekces: KyponaTkmna. 3akuriena
pykonamHasi.

CoyaThl B3GUPaIUCh IT0 IPUCTABHLIM JIECT-
HHUIAM, BOH3asi B PaCIIeJMHbI MITHIKK. Ipe-
MeJIN PyCCKUe Opyausi, 650MOGAPAUPOBABIINE

The sappers had done their work well, tun-
nelling day and night to lay mines. Even the
rocky soil closer to the stronghold had not
stopped them, but only caused a two-day
delay. Now there was a yawning 30-metre
breach in the wall. Colonel Alexei Kuropat-
kin's column surged towards it, not giving the
enemy time to gather their wits. Soon they
were fighting hand-to-hand.

Soldiers used ladders to scale the walls, or
jammed their bayonets into cracks. The Russ-
ian artillery thundered, pounding the walls.
The gunners were expected to perform won-
ders of accuracy. “Not a single ball should fall
in the town,” the orders stated. “The women
and children should not suffer.”

The Turkmen Teke tribesmen fought
desperately, but soon a resounding “Hur-
rah!” was heard as Colonel Kozelkov's col-
umn burst into Geok Tepe. At the vanguard
of the attack were the men of the Apsheron
battalion who had lost their standard dur-
ing a recent nocturnal sortie by the Teke:
now it was a matter of honour for them to
get it back.

By noon the fighting was raging in the
fortress itself, while small groups of tribesmen
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creHbl. OT apTULIEPUCTOB TPEGOBAIOCH HE-
JHoXUHHOE ymMeHue. «Hu oxno axpo ne nonr-
JKHO IOTACTDb B TOPOJI, — FOBOPMJIOCDH B IIPU-
kasze. — JKeHIUHbI U JIeTH He JIOJKHBI 110-

CTpajaTh».
Texunip! ApaIMCch OTYASAHHO, HO BOT IIPO-
rpemMesio pacKaTucToe «Yypal» — »To BOpBa-

nack B [eok-Tenre kosonna nonkosuuka Ko-
3eJKoBa. Bo mIaBe aTakyloOImUX OUTH GOMITbI
aIlIEPOHCKOro 0aTajJboHA, MOTEPSABIIETO
3HAMs B HEJIABHIOIO HOUHYIO BBUIA3KY T€KIH-

were already slipping away on their fast horses
through the gaps in the walls. The “White
General”, who was directing the storm, gave
orders for Cossacks and dragoons to be sent in
pursuit. As he rode into the defeated citadel
on his white horse, a five-year-old Teke girl
suddenly threw herself beneath its hooves. He
ordered that she be taken to Countess Miliuti-
na, the daughter of the Minister of War who
was accompanying the army as a nurse. The
orphan was baptised Tatyana Tekinskaya,
since the fortress had been taken on St
Tatyana's day, 12 January. She was destined to
become a pupil at the Moscow Institute for
the Daughters of the Nobility.

SKOBELEV'S LAST CAMPAIGN

By the late 1870s the Russian Empire
extended over vast expanses from the Caspian
Sea to the Tian-Shan mountains, from the Aral
Sea to the Pamir. Only the south-west extremi-
ty of Central Asia, bordering on Iran and
Afghanistan remained under the control of
the warlike Teke tribe who attacked Russian
garrisons and merchant caravans. The growth
of Russian influence in this area was resisted by
Britain. London sent its emissaries and secret

The Storming of the Geok
Tepe Fortress. Engraving from
Brockhaus and Efron's Ency-
clopaedic Dictionary.

Above. The medal “for the cap-
ture by storm of Geok Tepe on
12 January 1881 (reverse).
The medal was instituted nine
days before Alexander Il's
death and produced in two ver-
sions — silver and light bronze.
The silver model was awarded
to participants in the storm,
the bronze version to all oth-
ers who served in the Trans-
Caspian region in 1877—80.

CneBa. «lLitypm Kpenoctu [eok-
Tene». [paBlopa U3 «3HUMKIONE-
Andeckoro cnosaps bpokraysa
1 EdpoHar.

Beiwe. Mepanb «3a B3siTHe
wtypmom leok-Tene 12 aHBaps
1881 roga» (peBepc). Meganb
6bina ydpexzaeHa 3a 9 gHen Ao
cmepTn Anekcangpa Il v Beinon-
HeHa B [iByX BapuaHTax — 13
cepebpa 1 cBETNION GPOH3bI.
CepebpsiHoi Mefanbto Harpax-
[lannCb Y4aCTHUKM WTypMa,
6POH30BOI — BCE CNyXMBLUNE
B 1877—1880 ropax B 3aKac-
MUCKON 06nacTu.

LIEB: TENEPD JIEJIOM YEeCTHU JIJIsl A€ POHIIEB
ObLIO BEPHYTD €TO.

K nonypHio cpaxeHnue GymeBaao B caMOit
KPEIIOCTH, 2 TEKUHIIbI OT/ICJIbHBIMU OTPsAJIA-
MH YK€ YCKOJIb3AIU Ha CBOMX OBICTPBIX KO-
HAX Yepe3 MPOJIOMbI B cTeHax. Torma «bembrit

reHepa», PyKOBOAUBUIMM IITyPMOM, IIPUKa-
31 OTPASUTD Ka3aKOB U JParyH JUlsi IOTOHM.
CaM OH Bbexal B IOKOPEHHYIO IIUTAJE/Ib Ha
6€J10M KOHeE, I10J] KOIIbITa KOTOPOTO HEOKU-
JAHHO OpOCUIACh MATHIETHAS JEBOUKA-

agents here; the latest British weapons were  Tekuncrue seHwuHb! He

supplied and border conflicts provoked. The
Russian government recognized that a peace-
ful solution to the conflict was impossible and
that the key to these territories was the Akhal
Teke oasis with its fortress of Geok Tepe.

In 1880 the legendary White General,
Mikhail Skobelev, who had distinguished

3aKpbIBaIOT CBOMX /UL, B
OT/IMYMe OT APYrvX Maro-
MeTaHoK. doTtorpacdus
Havana XX BeKa.

Unlike other female

Muslims, Teke women do
not hide their faces. Early
20th-century photograph.

tekuHka. OH Besles OTBECTU €€ K rpaduHe
MUTIOTHHOM, JOUYepH BOCHHOTO MUHHCTPA,
COIIPOBOJKAABIIEH OTPS/L B KAYECTBE CECTPDI
mutocepus. Cupory okpecTii TaTbsHOM
TekHHCKOI — BeJb B3SATHE KPEIOCTU IIPU-
nuioch Ha TaTbsaHuH nenb, 12 auBaps. Eii 6b1-
JIO CYKJIEHO CTaTh BOCHHTAHHUIIEH MoCKOB-
CKOT'O MHCTHUTYTA GJIArOPOJHBIX AEBUIL.

Nocneaxuii noxos CKOBENEBA

K konny 1870-x rogos k Poccuiickoit nm-
epuy TPUCOETUHIINCH 3€MIN Ha OTPOM-
HBIX IIpOCTpaHcTBax — oT Kacnmiickoro mo-
pa no Tanap-Ilana u or Apanbckoro xo ITa-
mupa. Jlumb joro-3anaaapiii kpaii Cpeaneit
Asuu, rpaanuuBnmii ¢ Mpanom n Adgrann-
CTAHOM, OCTABAJICS IO, BJIACTHIO BOMHCTBEH-
HOrO IUIEMEHU TEKWHIEB, HANaJaBIINX Ha
PycCKue rapHU30HbBI M TOPTOBbIE KapaBaHbI.
YcuneHuio pocCUiiCKOro BIUSHHUS B 3TOM
paiioHe npenarcTBoBaia BemmkobpuTanus.
Ciozta 3 JIOH/10HA 32CBUIAIMCH SMHUCCAPBI U
TallHbIE Are€HTbhI, MMOCTABJISLIOCH HOBeHIee
AHIIMICKOE OPYKUE, Pa3KUTAIUCh IIOrpa-
HU4YHBbIe KOH(pUKTBL. Poccuiickoe npasu-
TEJBCTBO TIOHUMAJIO, UYTO MUPHOE pa3perie-
HUE CUTyaIllud HEBO3MOXKHO, a «KJIIOYOM» K
STUM TEPPUTOPHUAM ObLI AXAJITEKUHCKUN
0a3mc, TAe HaXOAWIach KpernocTh leok-Teme.

«be3 zanarusa sToil mosunuu Kaskaz u
Typkecran GyayT Bceria pasbeJUHEHDI, 160
OCTAIONIMIACS MEKy HUMU IIPOMEKYTOK YKe
U TENephb SABJIAETCS TEATPOM aHIIMHCKUX
IIPOUCKOB, B GYAYIIEM K€ MOXKET JATh JOCTYII

himself in the recent Russo-Turkish War, was
sent to the Trans-Caspian region. Skobelev
prepared his campaign thoroughly: he initiat-
ed the construction of the Trans-Caspian Rail-
way to move troops and the creation of a tele-
graph line to provide communications with
Krasnovodsk, from where the Russian force
was to advance. To transport food supplies
and ammunition thousands of camels were
bought from the local population. Fortified
temporary settlements, casualty stations and
stores were established along the force's
route. Together with the soldiers, civilization
came to the desert.

In late November 1880, the Russian force
numbering 7,000 men approached the Geok
Tepe fortress, whose walls protected 30,000
Teke people. The siege, which Sobelev con-
ducted according to all the rules of warfare,
lasted a month and a half before ending in a
brilliantly executed storm. Now it remained
to comb the surrounding settlements as the
Teke warriors hiding there still represented a
threat to the civilian inhabitants.

The village of Askhabad, located forty-five
kilometres south-east of Geok Tepe, was the
first place that the Russian forces headed for.

[eHepan-maiop Hukonaw
JlomakuH, BpeMeHHO
BO3MMaBMBLUWIA IKCMEAM-
umio 1879 roga B Axan-
TEKMHCKMUI 0a3unc.
PucyHok lMNeTpa bopens.

Major General Nikolai
Lomakin, who temporarily
led the 1879 expedition to
the Akhal Teke oasis.
Drawing by Piotr Borel.

AQHIIMICKOMY BJIMSHUIO HETIOCPEACTBEHHO K
6eperam Kacrnmiickoro Mopsi», — 6€3 JUILIO-
MATHUYECKUX OOMHAKOB BBICKA3AJICSI BOCHHBIIN
mvuacTp Poccun Amurpuit Mumorun.

B mone 1979 roga orpsii moj KOMaH[OBa-
nueM renepairieiirenanra Vpana Jlasapesa
BBLICTYIII K AXQITEKHHCKOMY OA3UCY, OJJHAKO
14 awrycra Jlazapes CKOPOIOCTUKHO yMep,
n ero cmeHun renepan Huxomait Jlomakus,
KOTOPBII 10 3TOTO PYKOBOJUJI HECKOJILKUMU
BOCHHBIMH 3KCIEJULUAMUA B 3TOM paiioHe.
Irypm leok-Tene JlomMakun IpeanpUHSLI
28 aBrycra, OJHAaKO TEKMHCKYIO KPENOCThb
B3AThb HE YJIAJIOCh, U PyCCKHME BOMCKA OTCTYIIH-
JI — CKa3aJICsl HEJOCTATOK IPOJOBOILCTBHSL.

B 1880 roay B 3akacnmiickuii Kpaii Harpa-
BIUIM JIeTeHapHOTO «beoro remepana» —Mu-
xamna Ckobesesa, MPOCIABUBIIETOCS B OCTIE]:
HIOIO PYCCKO-TYpPELKyIO BOiiHy. B omimune or
CBOUX ITpeJIecTBeHHIKOB, CKoOesIeB 3aHs-
CsI THATEeIbHEHINEe MOArOTOBKOU IT0X0/1a: OH
MHUIUUPOBAI CTPOUTENBCTBO 3aKacIui-
CKOI JK€JIe3HOH JOpOoru I IepedpocKu

This time bloodshed was avoided: the Teke
did not put up any resistance. This positive
turn of events was much influenced by an
incident that took place not long before.

The White General was leading a small
detachment on a reconnaissance raid, during
which he unexpectedly came upon armed
Teke warriors in festive dress. Skobelev's biog-
rapher, the correspondent Vasily Nemirovich-
Danchenko, gives this description of the ensu-
ing parley:

[eHepan-nenTeHaHT BaH
Na3zapes, kaBanep opae-
HoB CasToro leoprus Il n
Il ctenenu. Jlutorpadus
Bacwunus [pauunaHcKoro,
ony6iMKoBaHHas B ypHa-
ne «<Hua». 1879 ropa.

Lieutenant General lvan
Lazareyv, holder of the
Order of St George, third
and second class. Litho-
graph by Vasily Gratsian-
sky published in the
magazine Niva. 1879.

CTpouTenbcTBO 3aKkacnui-
CKoW (no3)e — TpaHcKac-
MUACKON) XXeNne3Homn Joporu
6bIN0 Ha4yaTo B HoAGpe
1880 roga. Yepes natb neT
oHa gocturna Acxabaga, a
B 1899 rogy — TalwkKeHTa.
CraHums baxmu.
doTorpadus 1890 roaa.

Construction of the Trans-
Caspian railway began in
November 1880. Five years
later it reached Askhabad,
and in 1899 Tashkent.

The Bakhmi station.

1890 photograph.
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«feHepan M. [1. Cko6enes
Ha KoHe». C KapTuHbl HuKo-
nas AmutpueBa-OpeH6ypr-
ckoro. 1883 rog.
XynoxHUK Amutpue-OpeH-
GyprcKuii nony4nn n3sect-
HOCTb KaKk 6aTajicT Bo
BPEMS PYCCKO-TypeLKom
BOMHbI 1877—1878 rogos,
KOrAa Haxoauncs B Aen-
cTBylowen apmun. Ero
TanaHT BbICOKO LieHnn Ba-
cunui BepelyaruH.

“Skobelev reproached them over some
matters. They displayed submissiveness.
“'And if you try to rebel, I shall punish you

as an example.'

“'The Teke never lie..."
“'If that is true,' the General said, turning

BOMCK U mpoBejgeHue TenerpapHol TuHUN
ans cesasn ¢ KpacHOBOACKOM, OTKy#a Ipef-
CTOSUIO BBICTYIIUTD PYCCKOMY OTpsiay. s rme-
PEBO3KM ITPOBUAHTA M AMYHHIIUH y MECTHOTO
HaceJeHUs] ObUIM 3aKyIUICHBI TBICSYU BEp-
omonoB. Ml cHaG)eHus: BOWCK IUTHEBOU
BOJIO#1 GaxnHCKoMy 3aBojy HoGes 6pL 3aka-
3aH OIIPECHUTEIb, KOTOPBIH AaBaT 10 25 ThI-
CsI1 Beiep BOABI B CyTKU. Bozy pas3sosmwiu mo

JKEJIe3HOM Jopore B IUCTEPHAX U MPOCTDIX
6ouonkax. ITo myTu ciejoBaHms BOICK CO3/1a-
BAJINMCh YKPEIUICHHDBIC BPEMEHHbBIE IOCeJIe-
HIIA, Ja3apeThl U CKIajbl. Bmecre ¢ connaTa-
MU B IYCTBIHIO IUIA IIUBHIA3AII.

B xonne noa6psa 1880 roxa pycckuii oTpsiz
YHUCJIEHHOCTBIO CEMb THICAY YEJOBEK MOJ0-
men k kperoctu [eox-Tere, 3a creHaMu KOTO-
poll YKpBUINCH GoJIee TPUAIATU THICSY Te-

Hassarnue eopoda Awxabad (myprmercroe Aweabam) npuns-
mo nepesodums Kax «2opod a10b6u». «/I10606v» no-mypxmen-
CKU 3BYUUM KAK «BIUK> UAU <QUIBIK>, «abbam» — 20poo.
Oonaxo y ucmopuros u A3vx06e006 ecnmp U Opyaue sepcun

General Skobelev on
Horseback. From a paint-
ing by Nikolai Dmitriyev-
Orenburgsky. 1883.

The artist Dmitriyev-Oren-
burgsky made his name
with battle scenes during
the Russo-Turkish War of
1877—78, when he was
with the army in the field.
The great war artist Vasily
Vereshchagin rated his
talent highly.

nPoucxoxHcOenus Imoeo nazearus. Bozamoxcno, «Auk» — umsa
001020 U3 nap@amnceux yapei, wwa pesudenyus Huca naxo-
oumes, nenodanexy om eopoda. Ilo nexomopvim nayurovwm
darmwvim, 6 329 200y do K. 3. 6 Huce ocmanosuracs apmus
Anexcanopa Maxedonckoeo.

kuHnes. Ocaja, kotopyio Bes CkoGesnes 1o
BCEM IIPABIJIAM BOEHHOTO HCKYCCTBA, JUIN-
JIACh IOJITOpPA MeCsIa U HAKOHEI] yBEHYaIACh
GaectsamuM mrypMoM. Terneppb npeacTosio
[IPOYeCaTh OKPECTHBIC CEJCHHS: TEKUHCKUE
BOMHBI, CKPBIBABIIMECA TaM, €IIE IPEACTaB-
JISUIA yTPO3y ISl MUPHBIX JKUTEJIEH.

Ayn AcxabaJi, HAXOJUBIIMIACS B COPOKA
IATH KWJIOMETPAX K IOrO-BOCTOKYy OT leok-
Tene, 6bUI IEPBBIM, KyJa HAIPABUIKCH PyC-

TenerpadHblvi annapaT cTpenbyaTbii undepobnat-
HbI. 1875—1880 rogpl.

OTaaBas NpuKas NposecTu Tenerpad B nycTbiHe,
Mwuxaunn Cko6eneB XopoLIo MOHUMa, KaKyio LieH-
HOCTb BO BPeMS BOWHbI NpeAcTaBafeT coboi
CBOEBPEMEHHO MNonyYeHHas nHopmaLms.

A dial telegraph. 1875—80.
Mikhail Skobelev gave orders for a telegraph line
to be laid across the desert, understanding well

TaK BbIFNAAeNMN 3alUTHUKK
Kpenoctu leok-Tene. ®oto-
rpadus 1881 roaa.
«TypKMeHbI 4pe3BblHanHo
Xpabpbl; XOTH OHU 1 3a-
HUMaIOTCS 3eMaefenvem u
CKOTOBO/CTBOM, HO MaBHas
cTpacTb Ux — Haberu u
XULLHWYECTBO, AOCTaBNSIO-
e UM Ao6bIYY, MIEHHBIX,
a TaKXe noyeT v cnasy
MeXay connemMeHHnKa-
MW» — TaK NUCann B yp-
Hane «Hua» B 1881 rogy.

This is what the defenders
of the Geok Tepe fortress
looked like. 1881 photo-
graph.

“The Turkmen are extraor-
dinarily brave. Although
they also engage in agri-
culture and animal hus-
bandry, their chief passion
is raiding and preying on
others, which provides
them with booty, prisoners
and also honour and glory
among their fellows,” Niva
informed its readers in
1881.

was evidently destroyed during the Mongol
invasion in the thirteenth century. But even
after that people settled here: not far from
Akdepe a cemetery from the fourteenth to
seventeenth centuries has been found.

ckue Bolicka. Ha aToT pas xposonpoauTus
YAAIOCh U30€KaTh: TEKMHIIBI HE OKa3aJIl CO-
MPOTUBJIEHUSI. DTOMY BO MHOTOM CIIOCOG-
CTBOBAJIA HCTOPUS, CJIYIUBIIASCS HE3AO0ITO
JI0 TIOXO/Ia Ha ayJ1.

«beblii reHepaT» ¢ HEGOIBIIIM OTPIOM
OTIIPABIUICA B Pa3Be/IbIBATEILHBIN Peii)i, BO
BpeMsl KOTOPOTO OHU HEOKM/IAHHO CTOJIKHY-
JIICH C BOOPY>KEHHBIMU TEKUHI[AMU B IIPA3J-
HUYHBIX KOcTIoMaX. COCTOSINCH IEPEroBo-
pp1, kotopbie 6uorpad Cxobesepa, Koppec-
nouaeHT Bacmmmit Hemuposna-/landenko,
OTIMCal TaK:

«Cxo6esieB 06paTIIICS K HUM C KAKUMH-TO
ykopamu. OHI U3BABUIA IIOKOPHOCTb.

— A ecim BbI ONIPOGyeTe BOCCTATh, TO 5
HAKa’Ky BaC IPUMEPHO.

— Texunup! HUKOT/IA HE JITYT...

“Water brings everything to life” an old

— Ecymm Tak, rocroga, — o6paruics reHe-
pan K cBoeil OXpaHe, — He YrOJHO JIM BaM
exaTb o6paTHO. TeKMHIbI COCTABAT MOU
KOHBOM.

U Tyt coBepmumiocsk HebbIBasIoE. lenepan
OJUH, OKPY:KE€HHDII CEMbIOCTaMH OTYasiH-
HBIMM Bparamu, BEpXoM roexai B Acxabas.
JlBaiaTh BEPCT OHU CONPOBOMKAAIU €rO.
U, pasymeercs, HU €ro HpeXHUE HOGEDI,
HU CTPaxX €ro MMEHU HE MOIJIU COCTABUTD
€My TaKOM MOIYISAPHOCTU MEXJTy HUMU, KaK
sTa noesaxa. C TOH MUHYTLI OH CTaJl KyMU-
POM y3Ke BCETO TUIEMEHU TEKE».

«OT BOAbl OXXWUBAET BCE»

AcxabaJi, Kak CBUJIETEJIbCTBYET «JHIIUKIIO-
nejndeckuil ciosapb bpokraysa u E¢ppona»,
«B 1881 r. GBLI IIABHBIM ayJOM AXaaTEKUH-
CKOIrO 0asrca M COCTOsUI He 0OoJjiee Kak U3
500 xu6uTOK; C OOpalEeHueM ke A. B MeCTo-
IIpeObIBAHME YIPABJICHUSA IIOKOPEHHOTO
Kpasi OH CTa1 IPUBJIEKaThb K cebe HeMalo
NPHUIUIBIX JIOJCH, NPEUMYIIECTBEHHO pabo-
YUX M MeJKUX Toprosies u3 Ilepcun, Xuspr
n Kaskaza. B 1884 r. unciaennocts acxabaj-
CKOTO HACEJICHHUS JIOXOAWIA YK€ HMOYTH JO
4000 uen. <...> K Hos6pio 1886 r. B A. Hacee-
Hue O6buto yxe 10423 uen., He cuuras
BOUCK...»

XoTsi BOBHUKHOBEHHE TEKUHCKOTO CeJlie-
HuA Acxa6ay ucropuku orHocar k XVIII e-
Ky, HaXOJKU apPXEOJIOTOB, IPOBOJMBIINX
packonku Ha XosmMe AKjere, paclioJIOKeH-
HOM Ha OKpauHEe COBpPEMEHHOro Amxabaja,

The name Askhabad (Ashgabat in Turkmen) is customarily
translated as “the city of love”. This version derives it from
the Persian words ashq — “love” and abad — “a settlement”.

But historians and linguists have other explanations of the

the value of timely information during wartime. ongin Ofthe name. Ashk may be the name Ofd Parthian

to his guards, 'then would you gentlemen be Eastern saying proclaims. It was thanks to

so good as to ride back. The Teke will be my
escort.'

“And then something unprecedented
occurred. The general rode alone, surround-
ed by 700 desperate enemies, into Askhabad.
They accompanied him for twenty versts.
And, of course, neither his previous victories,
nor fear of his name could have given him the
popularity among them that this journey did.
From that moment he became the idol of the
entire Teke tribe.”

“WATER BRINGS EVERYTHING TO LIFE”

Askhabad, the Brockhaus and Efron Ency-
clopaedic Dictionary informs us, “was in 1881
the chief settlement of the Akhal-Teke oasis
and consisted of no more than 500 nomad
tents. When the village became the seat of the
administration of the subjugated region it
began to attract considerable numbers of

incomers, mainly workers and petty trades-
men from Persia, Khiva and the Caucasus. In
1884 the population of Askhabad already
stood at almost 4,000. By November 1886 the
population numbered 10,423, not counting
the military.”

Although historians date the appearance
of the Teke settlement of Askhabad to the
eighteenth century, finds made by archaeolo-
gists excavating on Akdepe hill on the out-
skirts of present-day Ashkhabad indicate that
human beings were already living here in the
fifth millennium BC. Artefacts from a whole
range of periods from the Bronze Age to the
Middle Ages have been found, as well as the
remnants of fortress walls. This community

water that flourishing oases formed in the dry
steppes and shifting sands of Turkistan. “The
wealth of the Askhabad district lies in the
large and small streams and springs that have
their origin in the Kopet-Dag range, then the
water courses and wells,” wrote Captain
Agabekov, one of those who explored the
area in the late 1800s. “The biggest water
artery is the Askhabad stream that flows from
the Bukry-Gioz springs close to the ancient
fortress of Nisa. It irrigates part of the town
and the nomad settlement of Askhabad.
Besides the natural water resources there are
also man-made kiarizy — underground water
conduits. The settlement of Askhabad is in an
exceptional position with regard to the large
number of kiarizy it uses.”

After becoming the administrative centre
of the Trans-Caspian region Askhabad grew
and flourished. By 1901 the town had a pop-

king whose residence of Nisa once lay not far from the city.
According to some scholarly data, in 329 BC Alexander
the Great's army made a stop at Nisa.

«[ywka». 3Tiog Bacunusa
BepeuwarvHa. 1882 ropa.
Bo Bpewms ocagbl l[eok-Tene
pyccKas apTuanepus Bena
paspyLInTeNbHbII OrOHb MO
CTeHaM KpenocTu, KoTopble
TEKMHLbI MbITANIUCh OTCTPa-
1BaTb 3aHOBO.

Cannon. A study by Vasily
Vereshchagin. 1882.
During the siege of Geok
Tepe the artillery directed
destructive fire at the walls
of the fortress, which the
Teke tried to rebuild.




nepaiu / the country that we lost

CBUJIETEJILCTBYIOT, UTO JIOMU SKHJIN 3J[eCh
€Ie B MATOM ThICSYEJETUN JIO HAIIEH 3phI.
Boum maiizeHnpl Takke IpeaMeTBI CaMbIX
PA3HBIX 3TI0X — OT GPOH30BOTO BEKA JI0 CPEJ-
HEBEKOBbsl — U OCTATKU KPEMOCTHBIX CTEH.
Topoaume, cyas mo Bcemy, 6bLTO pa3pymeHo
B XIII Bexe BO BpeMs TaTapO-MOHTOJILCKOTO
HamecTsusi. OHAKO U TIOCJIE BTOTO 3/[eCh
CeJIVTUCH JIIOU: HETIOfaeKy OT AKzerne Gbl-
J10 Hageno kiaagouine XIV—XVII Bekos.

ulation of over 36,000, although its buildings
were mainly single-storey due to the frequent
earthquakes.

Revolutionary upheavals did not pass the
town by: in 1905 the Social Democrats mount-
ed a propaganda campaign here and in June
1906 the garrison staged a mutiny that was
joined by railway workers. The rising was put
down and its ringleaders brought to trial.

In March 1917 (immediately after the Feb-
ruary Revolution in Petrograd) a soviet of
workers' and soldiers' deputies appeared in
Askhabad, but the majority of its members
were Socialist Revolutionaries, Mensheviks
and Pan-Turkists. In December 1917 the Bol-
sheviks seized power in the town, but in the

«OT BOJBI OKUBAET BCE», — IIACUT CTa-
pUHHAs BOCTOYHAs IOTOBOpKa. MmeHHO
Giarozaps BOJE B TYPKMEHCKUX 3aCyILIU-
BBIX CTEMSAX U 3BIOYUNX IECKaX 06pasyloTcs
LBETYIME O0a3MChl. «..borarcrso Acxabaz-
CKOTO ye3/1a — 5TO GOJBIINE U MaJIble PydbU
U poAHUKY, Gepymue Hagaro ¢ xpeora Ko-
net-/lara, 3aTeM KAPHU3bI U KOJTOJIBL... — ITU-
CaJl OJIVH U3 UCCIER0BATENIElH 5TOr0O Kpast Ka-
nuTand Arabexos B xoniie XIX Bexa. — boib-
mas BOJHAs apTepus — pydeid Acxabaj,
BBITEKAIONMIA 13 POAHUKOB Bykprr-T€3 63
apesHeil kpenoctu Hwuca. O opomaer
gacTh ropoja Acxabdas u aya Acxabaz... Kpo-
Me €CTECTBEHHBIX BOJHBIX OOTaTCTB UMEIOT-
sl €Ie UCKYCCTBEHHbIE — KAPHS3DI, T. €. TOJ:-
3eMHBIE BOJONPOBOALL. Ay Acxaba/ B I10JIb-
30BaHMHM KSIPU3AMH UMEET UCKIIOUNTETEHOE
IIOJIO}KEHUE B X MHOTOYUCICHHOCTH. .. »

Acxa6aji, CTaBMUIl aAMHHACTPATHBHBIM
IEHTPOM 3aKacHHUIICKOW O06JIACTH, pOC U
nporseTan. B 1880-x rogax 6p11m mposioxe-
HBI JIB€ JKEJIE3HOJOPOKHBbIE BETKU ACXaba—
Kacrmit n Acxaban-Tamxkent. K 1901 rony
HaceJIEHUE ropo/ia COCTaBJIsIo 6oee 36 Tol-
€SI YeJIOBEK, IIPaBJA, JOMa CTPOUIHCE IIpe-
VIMYIIECTBEHHO OJHO3TAXKHBIE — ITO TIPUYH-
HE YaCTDIX 3eMJICTPACCHUI.

He MunOBaIM ropos ¥ peBOIOIMOHHBIE
HacTpoenus: B 1905 roay 3aech passepHy/m
ATUTALMIO COIUAI-JIEMOKPATBI, a B HIOHE
1906 roza BCHBIXHYJIO BOCCTaHME TapPHHU30-

CneBa. [opHbIM MaccuB
Konet-[ar otgenset Typk-
MeHuto oT MpaHa. 3gecb
6epyT CBOE Ha4asno ropHble
peKw, NuTaloLLne JONnHY y
CEBEPHOro NOAHOXMSA rop,
rae v Haxoautcs Awxabag.
CoBpemeHHas doTtorpadus.

Left. The Kopet-Dag range
separates Turkmenia from
Iran. It is the starting point
of the mountain streams
that feed the valley at its
northern foot in which
Askhabad lies.
Present-day photograph.

PuToH, cocya ana nutus
B BU/E pora *MBOTHOrO.
Il BeK g0 H. 3. Ctapast Huca.

A rhyton drinking vessel in
the shape of an animal horn.
2nd century BC. Old Nisa.

PynHbl ApeBHero ropoaa
Huca, ctonuupl MappsaHcKo-
ro Lapcraa, CyLlecTBoBaB-
wero c |ll BeKa o H. 3. no
Il BeK. HbiHe 3a€ech,

B 18 Kunometpax ot Awxa-
6apa, pacnonaraetcs
MCTOPUKO-aPXUTEKTYPHbI
KOMINEKC.

CoBpemeHHas dotorpadus.

The ruins of ancient Nisa,
the capital of the Parthian
kingdom that existed from
the third century BC to the
third century AD. Now the
site, 18 kilometres from
Askhabad, is a historical-
architectural complex.
Present-day photograph.

«Kopabnu nycTblHU» —
Bep6ntoabl Ha GoHe pyrH
MepBa, apeBHenwero
ropoaa CpegHen Azuu,
pacnonoXeHHOro B 10ro-
BOCTOYHOWM YacTu TypKme-
HWcTaHa. CoBpeMeHHast
doTorpadms.

“Ships of the desert”
against the background of
the ruins of Merv, one of
the most ancient cities

in Central Asia, situated in
the south-east of Turk-
menistan. Present-day
photograph.

Ha, K KOTOPOMY IIPUMKHYJIU ’KEJIE3HO[OPOK-
HuKU. Boccranue 6b110 1TOJABIEHO, a 3aUnH-
IUKH [PEJaHbI CYAY.

B mapre 1917 roza (cpasy nocie peBpais-
ckux cobbituil B ITerporpane) B Acxabazne
nosiBrIcs COBET pabovynX U COTJIATCKUX Je-
IIyTaTOB, O/THAKO GOJIBIIYIO €TO YaCTh COCTAB-
JISUIU 3CEePbI, MEHBIIEBUKH U ITAHTIOPKUCTHIL.
B pexaGpe 1917-ro BracTh B ropoje 3axsa-
TUIN OoJIbIIEBUKN, a JeToM 1918 roma ona
CHOBA IIEepelUIa K 3CePaM U MEHBIICBUKAM.
BosbmeBucTckre KOMaHAMPBI M KOMHUCCA-
PBI, OKa3aBIIMe COIPOTUBJIEHHE, ObUIN pac-
crpenanbl. Yepes rox, B mrone 1919 roza, vac-
™1 Kpacnoii Apmun ycranosmwmmu sjeco Co-
BeTcKylo BiacTe. He oGomnurocs u 6e3 nepe-
nMeHOBaHUM: Acxaban (miu Amradan, Kak

IIOPOii €ro UMeHOBAIN) Haspamu Iloxropart-
koM — B 4ecTh IlaBma ITorToparkoro, pac-
CTPEJISTHHOTO 34 IOMBITKY YAEPkKATh B TOPO-
zie Biacthb aetom 1918-ro.

TTonToparikuii cTajn GOIbIIEBUKOM B CEM-
Haauath et — B 1905 roxy. Paboran mHabop-
muxoMm B Tunorpaguu, B Pocrose-na-/lony
n B Daky 3aHMMaICs KOMMYHHCTHYECKOM
IIPOIATaHAOM, MOOLIBAI B TIOPEMHOM 32-
xmouennn. B Cpezaneit Azun oH okasajics B
1917 roay, cran gexerarom ITepsoro Beepoc-
cuiickoro cbe3fa COBETOB, KOMUCCApPOM
Tpyna B npasurennctse Coserckoro Typke-
crana u npejceparenem Cosera HapoOgHO-
ro xo3siicTea pecnyoakn. Kpome Toro, on
OPraHM30BBIBAJ IIepBble OTpsabl KpacHoii
rBapauu U ObU1 pepakTopoM «COBETCKOro
TypkecTana» — mepBoii 6OJIBIMEBUCTCKOIM ra-
3eThl B 3aKaCIMIICKOM Kpae.

Cuauaa IToaropark gBisicsa 06JaCTHBIM
nenrpoM Typkecranckoit ACCP, a B OKkTs6-
pe 1924 roxa cran cronuueit HOBOOGPa3o-
BanHoii Typkmenckoit CCP. B 1927-m ropozy
BEPHYJIM TpPEXKHEe «HAIMOHAIBHOE» WM,
XOTs ¥ ¢ HeGOMbIINM 3MeHeHneM. OTHbIHE
OH CTaJI Ha3bIBATbhCA Arrxaba,.

TPATEAMA W NOABUT
IIpu B3rIAKE HA COBpEeMEeHHbIN Anxabas,
€ro 6eIoMpaMOpHBIE 3/[aHHA U MIHPOKHE MPO-
CITEKTDI, TPY/HO IPEACTABUTD, YTO MIECTHACCT
JIET Ha3aJ1 3/1€Ch JIESKAIH TPyl PA3BaJIUH. ..
B HOub Ha 6 OKTAGpa 1948 rosa cuibHEn-
mee 3eMJIETPACEHHE, SMUIEHTP KOTOPOTro

summer of 1918 it again passed to the SRs
and Mensheviks. The Bolshevik military com-
manders and commissars who resisted were
shot. A year later, in July 1919, units of the
Red Army established Soviet rule here. The
town, like so many, underwent a change of
name: Askhabad became Poltoratsk in hon-
our of Pavel Poltoratsky who had been exe-
cuted for trying to hold onto power in the
town in the summer of 1918.

At first Poltoratsk was a regional centre of
the Turkistan Autononous Soviet Socialist
Republic, then in October 1924 it became
the capital of the newly-formed Turkmen
Soviet Socialist Republic. In 1927 the city
regained its earlier “national” name — from
now on it was Ashkhabad in Russian, Ashga-
bat in Turkmen.

TRAGEDY AND BRAVE RECOVERY

Looking at today's Ashkhabad, its white
marble buildings and broad avenues, it is
hard to imagine that sixty years ago the place
was heaps of ruins.

In the early hours of 6 October 1948
extremely powerful earthquake with an epi-
centre just thirty kilometres from the city

destroyed the Turkmen capital in seconds.
Around 100,000 people perished; tens of
thousands were injured. Unexpectedly
Ashkhabad found itself cut off from the out-
side world: the airport, telegraph office, rail-
way station and nearly all the other buildings
collapsed instantly, demolished by the high-
magnitude tremor. The ground literally
reared up and broke open in cracks that swal-
lowed houses and people.

«ToNKy4Ka» — BOCKPECHbI
6a3ap B Awxabapge, KOTO-
pbliit cnaBuTCa pa3Hoo6pa-
31eM BOCTOYHbIX KOBPOB.
CoBpemeHHas poTorpadus.

The Sunday bazaar at
Askhabad, which is noted
for the variety of oriental
carpets on offer. Present-
day photograph.



Cmpana, xomopyro mv nomepsaau / €he country that we lost

HaXOAWICA B TPUAIATU KUJIOMETpax OT To-
PO/ia, B CYMTAHHBIE CEKYH/IbI PA3PYIIMIIO CTO-
JII/II_[y TypKMeHI/II/I. OKOJIO CTa THICAY YE€JIOBEK
HOl"I/IG]II/I7 JAECATKHN TbHICAY 6bIJII/I paHCHbI.
Heoxunpanno Amxa6as okasaacs oTpesaH OT
OKPYXKAIOLIETO MUpa: adpPOAPOM, Teerpad,
JKEJIE3HOJOPOKHDIN BOK3aJ ¥ [TIOYTHU BCE 3/1a-
HUS PYXHYJIM B O/IHOYAChE, TIOAKOIIEHHBIE JIe-

CATHOAILHBIM TONTYKOM. 3eMJIsl GYKBATLHO
BCTaBaJa Ha JBIODI, IIUTA TPEIUHAMY, B KOTO-
Ppbl€ IIPOBATMBAINCE JOMA U JIOJIM...

Opnako TOpoj He TOMBKO CTaT MECTOM
MacCOBOIl TpareJIuu, HO U ABIJI IPUMEP yau-
BUTEJILHOTO TEPOM3MA JIOJEH, MePEeKUBIIIX
y/KacCHBIE CTpaaHusA U 60JIb yTpar... He mpo-
IUIO U 9aca, KaK BPa4l Ha IeHTPaJIbHOM ILIO-
a1 IPUCTYIIUIM K OKAa3aHUIO SKCTPEHHOMN

But the city was not just the site of a mass
tragedy, but also presented an example of
astonishing heroism on the part of those who
had been through terrible sufferings and the
pain of loss... Within one hour doctors began
providing emergency treatment to the
wounded on the city's central square. The
experience of the Second World War was a
great help and indeed the situation was little

IIOMOIIM PaHEHBIM. BO MHOrOM IOMOT OIILIT
Bemmkoit OTed4ecTBEHHOM, Jila U CHATyaIus
IIOYTHU HE OTVINYAIACH OT PPOHTOBOIL: XUPYP-
I'MYECKHE UHCTPYMEHTDI IPOCTO KUIATIIIN B
BeJlpax, YCTAHOBJIEHHbIX Ha KocTpax. Onepu-
poBaiu IpH CBETE KEPOCHHOBBIX JIAMIL.

Korza crpana u Bech MUp y3HaII 06 amixa-
6aJICKOI1 TpareJiny, Ha IOMOIIb YIICJIEBITIM
SKATENIAM TYPKMEHCKOH CTOJMIThI HAIPaBH-
JIICB JECSATKH THICSI JOOPOBOJIBIIEB, U3 OJIH-
SKAMIIMX TOPOJIOB BbIEXAIU KOJOHHBI TPy-
30BHKOB C MEIUKaMEHTaMH, IPOJOBOIb-
CTBUEM M TEIUILIMM Bemamu. M3 pasHbix
kxoH1oB Coserckoro Coio3a, U3HypEHHOTO
HeJJaBHEN BOMHOM, IIOJIETEIN HATPY;KEHHbIE
TpaHCIIOpTHLIE camosieThl. ITocne BoccTrano-
BJIEHUSI KE€JI€3HOOPOKHOTO IyTH IOILIN
SIIEJIOHDI C IPOJOBOJLCTBUEM U CTPOUTEb-
HBIMHU MaTepHUaIaMH. ..

CneBa. boiBlwee 3naHne
LUK KommyHUCTHYeCKOM
naptuu TypKMeHWCTaHa
6blNI0 NOCTPOEHO

B 1952—1955 rogax.

Left. The former building of
the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of
Turkmenistan was built in
1952—55.

different from that at the front: surgical
instruments were sterilized by boiling them in
buckets over open fires. Surgeons operated
by the light of oil lamps.

When the country and the world learnt of
the Ashkhabad tragedy, tens of thousands of
volunteers rushed to the aid of the survivors
of the Turkmen capital; columns of lorries left
the nearest cities carrying medicine, food and

Huxe. MeyeTb IpTorpyn-
rasbl, BMelLatoLas Tpu
ThICSIYW YenoBekK, Gbina no-
CTpO€EHa B CTapoM LieHTpe
Awxabaaa Ha cpeacTea
UcnamcKux o6beanHeHnn
Typumnn B 1998 rogy. Ha-
3BaHu1e OHa nony4una B na-
M$iTb O TYPKMEHCKOM Npea-
BOAWTENe, BO3IMaBMBLIEM
B XIll BeKe nepecenexve
CeNbKYKCKUX NNEMEH B
Manyto Asuio, rae Bnocnes-
CTBMM UX NOTOMKM CO3Aau
OcMaHCKylo MMnepuio.

Below. The Ertogrul Ghazi
mosque, which can hold
3,000 worshippers, was
constructed in the old cen-
tre of Askhabad in 1998,
funded by Turkish Islamic
organizations. It was named
in memory of the leader
who instigated the migra-
tion of Turkic tribes to Ana-
tolia in the 13th century,
where his son founded the
Ottoman Empire.

Hwxe. Mnowaab Hewtpanu-
TeTa (6biBWwasn Kapna
Mapkca) — rnaBHas nno-
Wwasb CTon1Lbl TypKMEHUK.
WmeHHo 3aeck nocne
CTPaLIHOro 3eMNeTPACEHNS
1948 roza 6bin pa3BepHyT
noneBoi rocnutanb. 3a no-
cneaHue roabl Ha naowaan
BbICTPOEHbLI MOHYMEHTab-
Hbl Mpe3unaeHTCKuii ABo-
pew (Ha ¢oTo cneBa) n
[BopeL, PyxbleT («CnpaBes-
NIMBOCTb»), rae 3acepaet
Mepwnuc (Coset Crapen-
LUWH).

Below. Neutrality (formerly
Karl Marx) Square is the
main square of the Turk-
menian capital. It was here
that a field hospital was
set up after the terrible
earthquake of 1948. In
recent years two buildings
have appeared here — the
monumental Presidential
Palace (on the left in the
photograph) and the
Ruhyyet Palace, which is
the seat of the Mejlis
(Council of Elders).

PacuncTka 3aBajoB B T€ JHU GbLIA TIEPBO-
odepesHON 3ajlaueii: JIoJe He IOoKMjana
HaJeX1a O6Hapy>KI/ITh IO, HUMU OCTAaBIIIMX-
csl B JKUBBIX 3eMJISKOB. Ha mareiil jenn us
cnaceHHbIX (pongos locbanka BblAIM 3ap-
ILIATy — IO YEThIPE OKJIA/A, U XOT JICHbIU B
TE JJHU NOTEPSIN BCAKME CMBICH, caM (pakT
BHyIIQJ YBEPEHHOCTb B OyaymeM. UToObI
XOTb KaK-TO OTBJIEYD JIIOJEN, CTAIN ITOKA3bI-
BaThb (PMIILMBI HA «KHHOIIEPEBIKKE» — IOP-
TATUBHOI KMHOYCTAHOBKE C 3JIEKTPOreHepa-
TopoMm. Bepree, pribM — Ha MECTHO KUHO-
CTYJUM HAILIA OJHY-€ZAUHCTBEHHYIO UYIOM
YLEJEBIIYIO IUICHKY. A 4epe3 HeCKOJbKO
JIHEH B rOpOJ| IIPUIIIO U 3JEKTPUIECTBO —
€r0 HayaJI BbIpAabATLIBATD JIU3C/IbHbIEC YCTa-
HOBKH 3JIEKTPOIIOE3/1A.

Bckope BOCCTaHOBJIEHHBIH X1€603aBOJ
BBIIIEK IIEPBbIE€ TOHHBI XJIe6a, B HEKOTOPBIX
HIKOJIAX BO30OGHOBIJINCH 3aHATUS, 3apaboTa-
JIM METAJUTYPTYECKUI 3aBOJ| M TEKCTUILHAS
(pabpuka — B TO BpeMs KpyIHeHIIee Nnpej-

IIOJHUMATLCS HOBBIN IPEKPACHBIA TOpOJ.
IIponumu gecaTuneTs, CMEHUIOCh HE OHO
IIOKOJIEHME JKMTEJEH TYpPKMEHCKOM CTOJM-
IIbI, HO B IAMATU BHYKOB 1 IIPABHYKOB HaBCET-
Jla OCTAIUCh Te CKOpOHBIe JHU. Kaxabiii roj
Ha LEHTPAIbHYIO ILIOIAb CTOJUIbI — TYyAa,
Ijle TIOMEIAJICS TOCIUTATb MOJ OTKPBITHIM
Heb6oM, — puxozsaT moau. Teneps 3xech pac-
I10JIOYKEH MEMOPUAIBLHBIN KOMILIEKC C KOPOT-
Koi majmuceio: «yKeprsam semieTpsaceHus
1948 roza B AmxabGaze». |

NpUATHE TOPOJA.

Anrxa6aj| IpeBPATUICA B OJHY OTPOMHYIO
CTPOMILTOMAJIKY: I'OJ| 32 FOJIOM M3 PYHH HAYAJI

Huine 20pod Awxabad ssasemes, cmonu-
yet nesasucumou pecnybruxu Typrme-

HUCMaH.

Today the city of Ashgabat is the capital
of the independent republic of Turk-
menistan.

Memopwan xepTeam 3em-
NETPSICEHNS B LieHTpe
Awxabaga. CoBpemeHHas
doTorpadus.

The memorial to the victims
of the earthquake in

the centre of Askhabad.
Present-day photograph.

AxanTeKMHCKas — OfHa U3 ApeBHeENLLNX B MUpe Nopoj nowaaen. Ee nctopus HacumtbiBaeT
6onee ABYX Tbics4eneTwit. Jlowaamn aToi nopoabl Gbin BbIBEAEHbI M COBEPLIEHCTBOBAIUCH
KoHeBoAaMu TYPKMEHWUM ANs JOATUX BOEHHbIX MOXOAOB U CPAXKEHUM.

The Akhal-Teke is one of the world's oldest breeds of horse. Its history goes back over
2,000 years. These animals were selected and improved by the horse-breeders

of Turkistan for long military expeditions and battles.

warm clothing. Heavily-loaded transport
planes flew from various corners of a Soviet
Union exhausted by the recent war. After the
railway had been repaired, trains arrived car-
rying food and building materials.

The primary task at first was to clear the
ruins: people still cherished the hope of find-

ing fellow-citizens alive beneath them. On
the fifth day wages were paid from the recov-
ered funds of the State Bank — four months'
pay for each person, and although money
had lost all meaning for the moment, this
very act inspired confidence in the future.
A few days later electricity returned to the
city — provided by the diesel drive units of an
electric train.

Soon the reconstructed bread factory
baked the first tons of bread; lessons were
resumed in a few schools; the metallurgical
works and the textile mill, then the biggest
enterprise in the city, went back to work.

Ashkhabad turned into a single huge
building site: as the years passed a new beau-
tiful city began to rise from the ruins.
Decades went by, one generation of inhabi-
tants succeeded another in the Turkmen
capital, but grandchildren and great-grand-
children have never forgotten the great dis-
aster. Every year people gather in the city's
central square that was once an open-air
field hospital. Now it features a memorial
complex bearing the concise inscription “To
the victims of the 1948 earthquake in
Ashkhabad”. m



