e — Mama, mama! Kozoa mvt kynum eaxy? — 03apouenno M naxonen sror wac nacrynaer! 3esenas
v KpacaBHI[a, OCBOGOMKEHHAS OT IIyT, TOP3Ke-

Jenewem Manblul, 0CMaMo8UBWUCY Y eAouH020 basapa. .
Enena KEJUIEP, Makcum CTEPJIUTOB / ? y . p CTBEHHO 3aHUMAET CBf)e MECTO B YIUIy KOM:
by Yelena KELLER, Maxim STERLIGOV — Cxopo nana npusesem. Ilomepnu, noxcaryiicma, — HaTBl, @ C aHTPECOJICH Tama JIocTaeT jepe-

- Bempewu /@ncounters

yenokausaem matbiuxa mMama.

171205 na nux, HE8OABHO BCROMUHALUD CB0E 0eMCMEO,
Mo, Kax npocuinancsa 8 npedsxkyuenuu spadyueeo npaso-
HUKA, HEMEPNEAUBO OMCUUMBLEAN OHU € 3AMACHHOT
nadexcdoti, wmo /led Mopos ucnosrnum sasemroe

acenramnue...

Bom u eaxa yorce npurecena u, nepemanymas eepesKa-

MU, KAK NAEHHUYA, aHCOem Ha 6ANKONHE 3a6EMMH020 UACA.

- “Mummy. Mummy! When are we going to buy a
tree?” the toddler asks with anxious curiosity his eyes

riveted to the New Year bazaar.

- “Daddy will bring one home soon. Just wait a little bit

longer,” his mother reassures him.

Seeing and hearing them takes you back to your own
childhood and the time when you woke up in anticipa-
tion of the approaching celebration and eagerly counted
the days left in the secret hope that Ded Moroz would

bring what you wanted.

Now the tree has arrived and, tied wp with string like a
prisoner, is awaiting its hour on the balcony.

At last the moment comes! Freed from
its bonds, the evergreen beauty ceremonial-
ly takes its place in the corner of the room
and Father gets down Grandma's old wood-
en box containing its festive adornments.

All the family's “New Year history” seems
to be wrapped up in cotton wool inside this
box. Old glass beads and modern electric
lights, gold and silver tinsel, glass baubles
in a variety of colours, sparkling icicles and
pinecones, snowmen and princesses, little
figures of birds and animals.

Sorting through all these treasures, you in-
evitably begin to wonder how our great-grand-
mothers and great-grandfathers decorated
their festive tree. We decided to investigate.

A GUEST FROM GERMANY

Before Peter the Great the New Year was
customarily held to begin on 1 September
and dates were calculated “from the Cre-
ation”, but on the threshold of the eigh-
teenth century criers on Red Square an-
nounced that henceforth “after 31 Decem-
ber 7208 the new year shall begin with 1
January 1700 of the Christian Faith” as was
customary in European countries. And Peter

The story goes that one
Christmas Eve Martin
Luther, the leader of the
Protestant Reformation,
was struck by the beauty
of a fir-tree with the stars

shining through its branch-

es. That is how he came
up with the idea of deco-
rating a Christmas tree for
his family.

1857 engraving by an
unknown artist.

BAHHBIN OAOYIIKUH CyH/y4YOK, Ile XPAHUTCS
€JI0YHOE IIPA3JHUYHOE YOPAHCTBO.

Kaxercs, 4ro 3jpech, nepejokeHHas Ba-
TOH, CKPBIBAECTCS BCs <«HOBOTOJHSS» HMCTO-
pus cembr. CTapuHHbBIE CTEKISHHBIE GYChI U
COBPEMEHHDBIE 3JIEKTPUYECKUE T'UPJIAHJDI,
30JI0TOM U CEpPEOPAHBIN «[OXKAb», PA3HO-
I[BETHbIE CTEKJISHHBIC HIAPBI, OCTOPOKHO
YIAKOBaHHbLIE B THE3/la U3 BaTbl, CBEPKAIO-
Y€ COCYJIbKH U MIMIIKU, CHETOBUKU 1 IIPHH-
IIeCChl, (PUTYPKM NTUIT U KXUBOTHEIX... U, pa-
3ymMeeTcs, O0JIbIIas KpacHasd 3Be3/ia, KOTopas
YBEHUYAET BEPXYILIKY KOTIOYEH KpacaBHIIbI.

ITepeGupas Bce 3TN COKPOBUINA, HET-HET
Jla 1 3a/IyMacHIbCsl O TOM, KaK yKpallaiu HO-
BOTO/[HIOIO €JIKY HAIIIN IIPaJe/bl U IPAGAOKH.
A ieficTBUTENbHO, KAK?

Foctbsi U3 MEPMAHMM

B nmomerposckme Bpemena Hoswlid rop
ObUIO IPUHATO BCTPEYaTh 1 ceHTA6ps, a 1eTo-
UCYUC/IEHHE BEIH «OT COTBOPEHMS MUPA»,
Ho Ha nopore XVIII sexa mramaran na Kpac-
HO IO OOBABUIN: OTHBIHE U HABCET-
na «aocte 31 nekabpst 7208 ropa Hacramer
HOBbII rog — 1 stuBapst 1700 roga xpucruas-
CKOH Bepbl», KaK NMPUHATO B €BPONEHCKIX
crpanax. A cam [lerp I mosenen «B gomy cBo-
€M, 110 GOJIBLITUM U TIPOE3KUM 3HATHBIM YJIU-
I[aM... TIepeZl BOPOTHI YIMHUTL HEKOTOPbBIE

CornacHo ofiHoM U3 nerexa,
MapTtvH JlioTep, 3a4nHaTenb
ABU¥eHUs Pedopmaumu,

B COYE/bHUK NiloGoBancs

B IeCy eNblo, CKBO3b BETBU
KOTOPOW Oblfn BUAHbI 3BE3-
Abl. Tak y Hero poaunach
naes yKpacuTb poXxaecT-
BEHCKYIO e/IKY AN CBOeW
CeMbMU.

[paBlopa HenssecTHOro
Xy[OXHUKa. 1857 rof.

himself gave orders that people were “to
make decorations from trees and branches —
pine, fir and juniper —in their homes and on
the major streets and thoroughfares”.

But the fir-tree became an inseparable at-
tribute of the New Year celebrations much
later. The fashion was set in the early nine-
teenth century by the Germans living in St
Petersburg: after all, the idea of decorating
a tree for Christmas had its origins in medi-
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YKpalleHus OT JPeB U BETBEH — COCHOBBIX,
€JIOBBIX U MOYK}KEBEJIOBBIX».

OJHaKO HEIIPEMEHHBIM HOBOTOJHUM aTpu-
6yrom B Poccun esika crama ropaszo mosie.
3akoHozaTeasaMu Mojbl B Hadate XIX Beka
CTaId NeTepOyprcKue HEMIBI: BEIb caMma
njes yKpalaTh POXKJECTBEHCKOE JIEPEBO PO-
Junach B cpenHesekosoit lepmanun. He-
GOJIBIIIE POMKAECTBEHCKUE €JIOYKHU, YKpPa-
IIEHHbIE CBEYAMU U CJIACTSIMU, MOSBUIVCH
B IlerepOypre B 1830-x rogax. MIx npogasa-
JI1 B HEMEIKMX U MIBEHITaPCKUX KOHAUTEP-
ckux. IIpaBaa, ony 6bUIM IO KapMaHy Jaje-
KO HE BCEM. A CIIyCTS HECKOJBKO JIET POC-
CHIICKYIO CTOJIUITY GYKBAIBHO OXBATUII €J10U-
HBIIA QKUOTAK...

ITonavany ego4YHBIC WTPYIIKH JEJIAIN
COGCTBEHHOPYYHO, IPOSABIAS NPU STOM
HEOOBIKHOBEHHYIO (paHTa3mo. Bckope noasu-
JINCh Y KHIDKKU-PYKOBOJICTBA, /€ IOAPOGHO
OIUCHIBAJIOCH U3TOTOBJIEHUE Pa3JIUYHDBIX
IIPUHAUICKHOCTEN Ut npasaauka. K npu-
Mepy, IPELKUE OPEXH 30JI0TIIN, OOMAKUBAS
B AMYHBIN GEJIOK M 3aBOpauyuBas B JIMCTUK
CyCaJIbHOT'O 30J10Ta — JUIS 3TOH IeJI IPOoJa-
BAINCH CIIEIUATbHbIE KHIDKEUYKU C TAKUMU
suctamu. CKperuiss opexu CyprydoM, JeJa-
JI pa3Jn4Hble (PUIYPBI U TUPJIAHBL. TouHO
TaK K€ 30JI0TUIN U Hebobiue s1610ku. [1e-

pen PoxiecTBoMm KaskJas ceMbsl MacTeprUIa
U3 BaTbl, KAPTOHA, IPOBOJIOKH, (POJILIU U Y-
Maru eJI09HOe YOPaHCTBO, B XOJ ILIN AUIHAS

CKOpJIyIIA, CJII0/IA, GJECTKHA U JXKe IMPOOKH.
Ho st I/II‘pyH_IKI/I 6bI]II/I Xpyl'IKI/IMI/I7 HOBTOMY
KaKJIBIH I'OJl UX IPUXO/MIIOCH JIeJIaTh 3aHOBO.

ITeTep6yprckuii xypuamuct Hukomait
Jleiikun B kHure «Moum BocnoMuUHAHUSA»
NPUBO/JUI UHTEPECHBIE noap06HOCTI/1 pasj-
HoBaHMs PoxxjecTBa B KyledecKoil ceMbe:
«rpymex Ha eJIKy HaM JapUId MHOTO... HO
I/II‘pyIIIKI/I 3TU ObUIN JACIICBbIC: KYKJII)I C ToJI0-
BaMHn U3 tICpHOl"O XJI€6a, BI)IKpaH_ICHHI)IMI/I

«C PoxaectBoM XpuUCTo-
BbiMI». C noyToBOM
OTKPbITKM Hayana XX BeKa.
TupaxupoBaTb POXAECT-
BEHCKME OTKPbITKM Havanu
B AHrmun B 1840-x rogax.
Ha nepBo# OTKpbITKe Xy-
L[OXHWKOM [IxoHOM Xopc-
v 6blna n3obpaxkeHa
ceMbs, NpasaHyloLas
PoxpecTBo.
MpeanpuHumatens lfeHpu
Koyn otneyatan ee Tupa-
OM 6onee ThICAYN 3K3EM-
nnapos.. MoKynaTenu oxoT-
HO NNaTUAW NO WUANHTY
3a LWTYKY.

Merry Christmas! From

an early 20th-century
postcard.

The first commercial
Christmas cards appeared
in England in the 1840s.
The earliest, created by the
artist John Callcott Horsley
for Sir Henry Cole, shows
a celebrating family
between scenes of Christ-
ian charity. Over a thou-
sand were made and sold
at a shilling each.

«... Touno ceumuie uz memania Kpendeau, Pymsrse ACLOUKU, 3AMEULUBHLE
Puzyprvle NPANUKU, € YELLIMU Ha HUX pasroysemmsimu bapesvedhanu

U3 Caxapa. Imu NPanuKu 1e noAazaL0Cs KyULANb; CHUMALOCch, 4mo Imo
8peoro, Ho 6bL10 ObL U HCars cvedams maKue wedespvt NPUUYOAUB020 HAPOO-
HO20 UCKYCCMBA... Teeouee0 Heav3s ObLIo HAMmU Ha IMUX PuayproLx npa-

HUKAX: U Pycarox, u amypos, u nuiiaouue cel/baya, u poiyapei na Konax, u
2enepanos, u ueembl, U PPYKMoL... » — Max onNUCHBAL XY00ucHUK Anexcanop

DBenya npanuxu, ykpawaswue poscdecmserciyro eaxy ¢ XIX eexe.

aeval Germany. Small trees adorned with
candles and sweetmeats appeared in the
Russian capital in the 1830s. They were sold
in German and Swiss confectioners' shops.
And within a few years the city was in the
grip of Christmas-tree fever.

At first the decorations were homemade
and demonstrated the exceptional powers

CneBa. C HeMeLKOW poXK-
[1IeCTBEHCKOW CyBEHWUPHOWM
OTKPbITKK Hayana XX BeKa.
K OTKpbITKE Npunaranucb
MWHUATIOPHbIE EN0YHbIE
CBeun.

Left. From an early 20th-cen-
tury German souvenir
Christmas card. The card
came with miniature Christ-
mas-tree candles.

KpacKOii, a TO U3 TPANOK C HAPUCOBAHHLIMU
¢usnonommuaAMu M ¢ NPUIMIUTON KyAebIo
BMECTO BOJIOC, HO MaTh ¥ MaTh KPECTHAsI KaK
HMOPTHUXU OJIEBAIA 3TUX KYKOJ IIO-CBOEMY,
B 60JI€€ POCKOIIHbIE HAPSA/IbI U MU UM KO-
CTIOMBI. 3aT€M HEU3OEKHLIMU UTPYIIKAMU
6bun GapaGaH, GyOeH, ayAka, Tpyoa U3 ske-
cti. JoCTUHIB, yKpaIIaBIIME €Ky, ObLIN Ca-
MBbI€ JICIIEBDIE...»

Bripouem, B meTepOyprckMX Mara3mHAX
MOKHO OBbLIO KYIIUTH CaMble PA3HbIE €I10Y-
HBIE YKPANICHUs: XTOIYIIKH C CIOPIPU3AMU,
GeHTaIbCKME OTHHM «Oe3 JibIMa M 3araxa»,
pasHOLBETHBIE MapaUHOBLIE CBEYU, JUIS
SPKOTO OCBENICHUS €JIKU TAaK HA3bIBAEMBI
CBET MarHe3uyM.

Jlst TOro 4TOGBI BCE CBEUH Ha €JIKE BCIIbI-
XHBAIA OJHOBPEMEHHO — 3PEJIHIIE BEeChbMa
s pexrHoe! — mcnonb3oBamM «Oerymui
OTOHBL», OCOOYIO 3aKUTaTENIbHYIO HHTKY,
KOTOPOI OOMATBIBAINCH (PUTIUIM CBEYCH,
cMazaHHble KepocuHOM. CTOMJIO IMOJKedb
KOHUYUK HUTKH, M HA €JIKE€ BCIBIXUBAIU
OTOHBKU KaK II0 MAHOBEHMIO BOJIIICOHOI
HAIOYKH.

«B1aroBOHHLIN KOCMETUYECKUI Marasua
. Cabiykosa» B locTHHOM JBOpE IIpeIa-
raj «PIaKOHUYMKH € yXaMU Pa3HbIX 3aI1aX0B
JUIS HAaBEIIMBaHUs Ha esKy 1o 10 xomeek»;
«Anrexkapcknii Marasud Hukosas Casenbe-
Ba» Ha bousbmoinn CagoBoil — «BoJIEeOHbIE
3BE3/IbI IO 3 KOIEIKH 32 JIOKUHY, TO/CBEY-

of people's imagination. Before Christmas
each family took cotton wool, cardboard,
wire, foil and paper and fashioned them in-
to ornaments, sometimes adding eggshells,
mica, sequins and even cork.

In his published memoirs the St Peters-
burg journalist Nikolai Leikin recorded in-
teresting details of how Christmas was cele-
brated in a merchant family: “We were given
many decorations for the tree... but they
were inexpensive things: dolls with heads
made of painted black bread or else of rags
with features drawn on and flax fibres sewn
on for hair, but my mother and godmother
as dressmakers clothed these dolls in their
own way, in more splendid attire and sewed
outfits for them. Then there were the in-
evitable ornaments — a drum, tambourine,
pipe and tin trumpet. The edible treats
hung on the tree were of the cheapest sort...”

But St Petersburg's shops sold a wide
range of Christmas tree decorations: crack-
ers containing surprises, Bengal matches
“free of smoke and smell”, different coloured
paraffin candles and, for a brightly lit tree,
something called “magnesium light”.

HUKH OT 1 Koneiiku, cepeGpsIHbIil ¥ 30JI0TON
JIOAK/Tb, TUPJISH/BI U3 Oyc, GJIeCcTsIme mapbl
U IIpoyYas...».

CNAZKOE YEPAHCTBO KONIOYEA KPACABULIbI
Kpowme Toro, 6oblas 4acTh yKpanreHui
CJIY’KMJIA Y yTOIEHNEM: (DPYKTBI, YaIlie BCErO
AGJOKN 1 MaHJIAPUHBI, IPAHUKU, KOH(ETDI,
IIOKOJTaZHbIE U KapaMeJbHble (DUTYPKH B I'I|'
APKUX GJIeCTAMUX 06epPTKAX. 4
«Kongexrnl, — nucan Huxoomait Jleiikun, —
3aBEPHyTHIE B GYMa)KKU C KAPTUHKAMU, ObI-
JIF M3 CMECH caxapa ¢ KapTogeaTbHOM MyKOi
1 JIO TOTO CYXH, YTO X TPY/IHO GBLIO PaCKy-
cuth. KapTHHKHN M306pakaay HEYTO BPOJE
CJIEJTyIOIMEro: KaBaJep B JKEJITBIX OGploKax
u cuHeM (pake U JjaMa B KPACHOM ILIATHE

Beile, cnesa v BHU3Y.
PacKpalueHHble KycTapHble
UIpyLLIKK KOHUa XIX BeKa.
B kayecTBe matepuana
MCcnonb3oBanuch BaTa,
6ymara, nepeBo, Knen

1 NpoBoONoKa. UrpyLKmu
M3rotaBnvMBanv v ans
ceb6s, U Ha Npoaaxy.

Above, left and below.
Painted home-made toys
from the late nineteenth
century. The materials

. were cotton wool, paper,
1 3CJICHOM IMAIN TAHOYIOT TaJIOII 1 BHUIY wood, glue and wire.

noamuck: ,}Omit n Amanns®; nactymka B ko-  eople made them for
themselves and for sale.

POTKOM ILIaThe U Gapallex, IIOXOXKUI Ha CO-
6aky, 1 moanuck: ,Ilacropams‘. Kaprunku

ITI “Pretzels twisted as if from metal, ruddy apples, fancifully shaped spice
cakes, with whole multi-coloured sugar bas-reliefs on them. Those cakes

were not meant to be eaten — that was supposedly bad for you — but any-
way it would have been a shame to eat such masterpieces of intricate folk
anrt... You could find just about anything on those figured spice cakes:
mermaids, cupids, burning hearts, knights on horseback, generals, flow-
ers, and fruil,” the artist Alexander Benois wrote, recollecting the decora-
tions on late nineteenth-century Christmas trees.




chpeuu /@éncounters

9TU PACKPAIIMBAINCH OT PYKU, U OUY€HD ILJIO-
xo. IIpsHuKN GbLIM HECKOJIBKO JIydllie KOH-
ext. OHU 6bUIN U3 P3KAHOI U 6€I0H MyKU 1
1300paskaiil rycapoB, GapbIHb, YIIEPIINX Py-
K1 B 60Ka, pbIO, JIOMAJOK, IETyX0B. Pxanbie
GbUIN TTOKPBITBI CaXapHOI IIA3yphIo U pac-
IIUCAHBI, GeJIble — TUCHEHBIC M OT/ABAJIN Msl-
TOH MJIN PO30BBIM MACJIOM>.

B cTomuy mpuBO3MIM CHEAOOHBIE UTPYII-
KA 13 Pa3HbBIX TOPOJIOB, OCOOEHHO CJIaBU-
suck Baspma, Tyna u Teepn. Teepckue maT-
Hble NPSHUKA OTIMYAIUCH IPUUYIIUBOM
¢opmoii u apkoli nBeTHOH w1a3ypbio. He or-
CTaBalIU U IEeTePOYPrCKUE MPOU3BOJUTENH.
TosapumiecrBo «A. M. AGpUKOCOB U CbI-
HOBbsI» TIpeJIarano K PoxaecTBy «60mbIIoi
BBIOOP YKpAIIECHUI Ha €JIKY, CBEXHe KOHpe-
TBI U VIAa3UPOBAHHBIE KAIITAHbI». 3HAMEHU-
ThIE IeTepbyprckue KouauTepol Konpaau u
Kopx bopman k PoxaecTsy ykpaianu
OKHA M BUTPUHBI CBOUX MAra3uHOB: J€JIaIN
CHEKHbIE IVILIOBI U3 caXapa U, KaK MUCATA B
pexIaMe, «poKAECTBEHCKUX JIEJOB apUIMHA
B IIOJITOPA BEJIMYUHOIO, POTOHJIbI C KOJIOH-
HAMU, B KOTOPBIX CUJSAT MIbYUKU U JEBOY-
KU B PyCCKUX KOCTIOMAX».

Toproens enoYHbIMK YKpa-
WEHWUAMU U UTpyLIKaMK

B otaene ®pyH3eHCKoro
yHuBepmara. JleHuHrpag.
dotorpadus 1950 roga.

Huxe. NAaTMKOHeYHas
3Be3/a AN yKpaleHns
BEPXYLIKU HOBOroAHErO
nepesa. [1o cepeanHbl
1960-x rofgoB Ha HeKoTo-
pbix dabpuKax HoBorogHue
UrPYLIKK COBUPanuch v
pacKpalmMBanmnchb BPYHHYHO.
370 NpUAaBano UM UHAK-
BUAYaNbHOCTb.

Far right. The section sell-

ing tree decorations and . .
toys in Leningrad's Frun- tree light up at the same time, people used

CTEKNAHHLIA MWP

B cepenune XIX Beka NMOSIBUINCH CTEK-
JISHHBIE IMApbl, UX HAYAIM IPOU3BOJIUTH B
nemenkoM ropoge Jlayme (3emra Tiopun-
rusi) 1 B Cakconnun. CoriacHo OJHOI U3
JIET€H/]I, 3TO MPOM3OILIO B TOT TOJ, KOT/a B
Tepmanum ciayunics Heyposxkaii s610k. Jlpy-
ras JIET€HJIA ITOBECTBYET O OEIHOM CTEKJIO-

AyBE€, Y KOTOPOro HE HAIUIOCh JCHEr Ha

CTeKnofyBbl 3a U3roToB-
NIEHWEM €/04HbIX YKpa-
LEHWN.

dotorpadus 1913 roga.

Glassblowers making
Christmas-tree
decorations.

1913 photograph.

«EJIOYHBIE CTACTH» JUIS CBOUX JETeil, 1 OH
cJleJIaJl UTPYIIKU U3 CTEKIA.

B Poccun mmoHepom «CTEKISHHOTO JieIa»
cTaJ 3aBoj B ceie Anekcanpose Kimmackoro
yes/ia, KOTOPbIM KOTIa-TO BAaJie] KHA3b AJek-
canap Cepreesuy MeHIUKOB, IIOTOMOK 3Ha-
MeHuTOro crnojsrkHrka Ilerpa I. Muorue
KPECTBAHE B Ye3/I€ CTAHOBUJINCH CTEKIO/yBa-
MM, OHH CO3/[ABaJIH ApTEJIH, 4 TIOCJIE€ PEBOJIO-
i 1917 roga — kooneparussr. Tak BosHUK-
0 obbepuHenne «Einouka» — crapeiimee B
Poccun mpeanpuaTHE IO U3TOTOBJIECHUIO
enouHbIx ykpamenwuii. Ceituac B ropojge
Kz coznan Myseii e104HOM UTPYIIKH.

B IlerepGypre To)e CymecTBOBaTa He-
Goubinas pabpuKa, IPOU3BOJMBIIAS POKIECT-
BEHCKHE aKCECCyaphbl, HO MIABHBIM 0O6pa3oM
OHM TPHBO3WINCL U3 TOH xe lepmanun,
IPUYEM 3a9aCTYIO HeJbIMU HabopaMu. B xyp-
nase «CeMmbsi» 3a 1892 roj 6bU1a MoMernieHa
Takasg pekjamMa: «YKpalleHus JUid eJIOoK B D,
10, 15, 25, 50 1 100 py6aeit. Kaxpas kosiek-
us, Jaxe B 5 pyGieif, Tak cOCTaBIeHA, ITO
OHA COJIEPXKUT BCE HEOOXOAUMOE JUIsl YKpa-

B HOry co BPEMEHEM

BosplieBuky, OpHUIIEANIME K BJIACTH B
1917 roxy, monauany oGbABIIN €JIKY «GypIxKy-
a3HpIM HepexuTkoM». Jlumb B 1935 roxy
HoBblil TOA MOJIY4NI CTATYC O(PULIHUATBHOTO
npasgauka, 1 B CCCP Havamm BHOBBL Hasa-
JKUBATh IPOU3BOJICTBO €JOUYHBIX YKpaIle-
Huil. Pasymeercsi, HOBble UIPYIIKU HECIU
IIPUMETBI BpEMEHH: BMECTO JIOPEBOJIIOIIMOH-
HBIX AHTEJOYKOB IIOSBUJIVNCH ITHOHEPBHI,
KPacHOAPMEMNIIbI 1 KEHIIUHBI B KPACHBIX KO-
CBIHKAX, BMECTO BrduieeMckoii 3Be3/ipl — maTu-
KOHeuHasl. pa BO3AyXOILIABAHUS BOILIOTH-
JIACh B CAMOJIETAX, AUPIDKAGIIAX U HMapallio-
tucrax. B 1937 roay 6bum gasxe BLIITYyIEHDI
€JI0YHbIE MIAPBI C MOPTPETAMH... UJICHOB
ITomT610pO, 2 TaKXKE Map ¢ N300PAKECHIEM

In order to have all the candles on the

zensky department store.
1950 photograph.

Above. A five-pointed star
to top a New-Year tree. Up
until the mid 1960s deco-
rations were assembled
and painted by hand at
some factories, which
gave them a certain indi-
viduality.

something called a “running flame” — a spe-
cial ignition thread wrapped around the
candlewicks that were dabbed with paraf-
fin. All you had to do was put a match to the
end of the thread and the tree would sprout
tongues of flame as if at the wave of a magic
wand.

THE SWEET ADORNMENTS OF A PRICKLY BEAUTY

Interestingly, the majority of the decora-
tions at that time were edible: fruit, most of-
ten apples and tangerines, gingerbread,
sweets, little chocolate and caramel figures
in bright shiny wrappers.

“The sweets wrapped up in paper carrying
pictures,” Nikolai Leikin wrote, “were made
from a mixture of sugar and potato flour and
so dry that it was hard to bite through them.
The pictures were something of this sort: a
gentleman in yellow trousers and a blue tail-
coat and a lady in a red dress and green shawl
dancing a galop with the caption Julius and
Amalia; a shepherdess in a short dress with a
lamb that looked more like a dog captioned
Pastorale. These pictures were coloured by
hand and very poorly done. The spicebreads
were better than the sweets. They were made
with rye and wheat flour and depicted hussars,
grand ladies with arms akimbo, fish, horses
and cockerels. The rye-flour ones were coated
with sugar icing and painted; the white ones
were stamped and smelt of mint or rose oil.

Edible decorations were supplied to the
capital from a number of places, among
which Viazma, Tula and Tver were particular-

IICHUA €JI0K...»

CnpaBa. Pocnuck cTeKNsaH-

HbIX UrpyLIEK TpebyeT
I0BE/IMPHON TOYHOCTH OT
mactepuubl. PoTorpadus
KOHUa XX BeKa.

CrnpaBa BBepXy. EnoyHble
Lapbl, pacnucaHHble
BPYYHYIO.

Right. Painting glass
baubles requires a very
steady hand.

Late 20th-century photo-
graph.

Top right. Hand painted
globes.

ly famed. Mint cakes from Tver were noted
for their fanciful shapes and brightly
coloured icing. But local St Petersburg pro-
ducers were a match for the competition.
The company A.I. Abrikosov and Sons of-
fered for the festive season “a large selection
of tree decorations, fresh sweets and glazed
chestnuts.” The celebrated St Petersburg
confectioners Maurice Conradi and Georges
Bormann decorated the windows of their
shops for Christmas: they made blocks of
snow out of sugar and, so the advertisements

Urpywka «ea Mopo3a»

1 3TUKETKa OT UTPYLLKK,
BbINyLLEHHOW apTenbio
«Mpomurpywka» JleHran-
KyNbTNPOMCOI03a, Haxo-
avBlUencs B AnpakcuHoOM
nBope.

A Ded Moroz (Grandfather

Frost) decoration with a
label from a cooperative
known by a typically long
Soviet acronym,
Promigrushka, part of
Lengalkultpromsoyuz,
based in Apraxin Dvor in
Leningrad.

trumpeted, “Father Christmases 1% arshins
high, rotundas with columns in which boys
and girls in Russian dress sit.”

A Grass WoRLD

Glass baubles appeared in the middle of
the nineteenth century. They were first pro-
duced in Germany — in the Thuringian
town of Lauscha and in Saxony. According
to one legend, it happened in a year when
Germany had a poor apple harvest. Anoth-
er legend tells of a poor glassblower who
did not have enough money to buy sweets
to hang on the tree for his children, so he
made glass decorations.

The Russian pioneer in this field was a
glassworks in the village of Alexandrovo in
Klin district that belonged at one time to
Prince Alexander Sergeyevich Menshikov, a
descendant of Peter the Great's famous com-
rade-in-arms. Many peasants in the area be-
came glassblowers and after the 1917 revolu-
tion they formed cooperatives. Those are the
origins of the Yolochka corporation, the old-
est enterprise in Russia producing tree deco-
rations. Today a museum devoted to them
has been created in the town of Klin.



chpeuu /@éncounters

Mapxkca, Omurenbca, Jlenuna, Cramuna.
Brpouem, He 3a6bLIM 1 O IETCKOM TEMATHKE:
YKPAIEHUAMU €JKA CTAIN TePOU CKA30K —
Wpan-napesuy, Pycran u Jiogmuna, Kpac-
nag Hlanouka, Kor B canorax... Iupk un
CIIOPT TOXE MPEJOCTABUIN IMepPCOHAKEN
JUISI HOBOTOJTHEN €JIH.

Hrpymkum BBINYCKaJUCh JaXKe B TXKe-
Jple To/bl Besmkoin OreyecTBEHHOM BOMHBI,
IIpaBJa B OYEHb OrPAHUYEHHOM KOJUYECTBE.
OOGBIYHO UCIIOIB30BAIN KECTh. TeMaTuka, pa-
3yMeeTcs, Npeobiajiaia BOCHHASA: COJIAATHI,
TAaHKH, COOAKU-CAHUTAPbl. BOMHCTBEHHBIMU
KaXyTCcs Jake nsobpaxenus Jlemxa Moposa
Tex jieT. MHOTHe U3 UTpyIIeK GbUIH CAMOJEeIhb-
HBIMHU: MAaTEPHATIOM CJYKIIA HCIIOJb30BAH-
HBbIE HJIEKTPUYECKHE JIAMIIOUKHU, COJATCKUE

CEJIbCKOTO XO3SMCTBA, 4 IIOTOM KOCMOHABTA-
MU ¥ KOCMHYECKUMHU KOPAOJIAMH... Xy/0K-
HUKHM, paboraBiive Ha (abpuUKax, crapa-
JIFICh WJTH B HOTY CO BPEMEHEM.

CeroyiHa ysKe HEBO3MOMKHO JKaJOBATDLCS
HA OJJHOOOPA3ME €TOYHBIX YKPAIICHU B Ma-
rasyHax, W, HaBEpHOE, IMOITOMY B Hadase
HOBOTO BEKa HEOXKIIAHHO BOILIN B MO/ HT-
PYIIKM CTAPUHHBIE M CAMO/JICIbHBIE — U3 CO-
JIOMBI, KAPTOHA, BOIIOKA M TKaHU. B momc-
KaX PeTPO-UrPYIIEK MOXKHO OTIIPABJIATLCH B
AHTHUKBAPHBIC MATasvHBI, €CJIHM, KOHEYHO, Y
BaC Ha AHTPECOJIAX HE XPAHUTCA 3aBETHDIH
6A0YIIKUH CYH/y4OK... B

It's no easy matter to count
how many decorations you

He TaKk-To nerxo cocuyutatb
BCE UrPYLIKK, BUCALLME HA
efnKe gaxe B CO6CTBEHHOM
[lOMe, 4TO ¥ FOBOPUTBL O
CTaTUCTUHECKMX [JaHHbIX MO
Poccun! Ho BOT npn6nunau-
TenbHble undpbl... Exxerog-
HO B CTpaHe npojaeTcs
OKOJ10 BOCEMHaALATh MUN-
JMOHOB UrpyLLeK. [lecaTb
MWITMOHOB NonajatoT K
HaMm u3-3a pybexa,

a BOCEMb MU/IJIMOHOB Bbl-
nycKaeTcs 0Te4eCTBEHHbI-
MW MPeanpUSTUSMU.

axceccyapamu.

Hwv ofHa HoBOroaHss enKka
B Poccum He o6xoauTes
6e3 [lepa Mopoaa.

M pasymeertcsi, cpeau
UrpyLIEK OH 3aHUMaeT
camoe rnaBHoe MecTo.

Not a single New-Year tree
in Russia is complete with-
out a Ded Moroz. And of
course he has pride of
place among the deco-
rations.

IIOTOHBbI, IPOBOJIOKA, (POJIbTa.
ITocneBoennas »smoxa yKpacuaa COBET-
CKHe eJIKU MHOXECTBOM HOBBIX (hopMm: mmo-
JITPHUKAMU U JI€IOKOJIAMU B TOJIbI OCBOECHUS
Cesepa, oomamu, GpyKTaMu HU... KyKypys-
HBIMU IIOYATKAMU BO BPEMEHA «IIOJbEMa»

have on your own tree at
home, let alone compile sta-
tistics for Russia! Still, here
are some rough figures...
Every year around 18 million
decorations are sold in this
country. Ten million are
imported and another 8 mil-
lion produced by Russian
businesses.

B CIIA u no ceit derv nonyasprot «coedobiwie» yrpauwenus: Komngpemot
camoix pasnvix gopm, nuposcnwie, gpyxmot... B Anornuu npeonovuma
10m Oymagcnvle Puypru, 6oinosHeHHble 8 mexHuKe opuzamu, a 6 Eepone
enxy yepawaiom oasnce CD-0UCKaMU U MEAKUMU KOMPBIOMEPHBIMU

In the USA edible decorations —“candies” of different shapes, cakes and
Sfruit — are still popular. The Japanese prefer little paper origami figures,
while in Europe even CDs and small computer accessories have been used.

St Petersburg had a small factory produc-
ing Christmas items, but mainly they were im-
ported from Germany, often to be sold in sets.

KeepING uP WITH THE TIMES

The Bolsheviks, who came to power in
1917, initially declared the festive tree “a ves-
tige of the bourgeois past”. It was only in 1935
that the New Year was given the status of an of-
ficial holiday and the production of tree deco-
rations resumed in the USSR. Of course the
new ornaments bore the mark of the period:
instead of the prerevolutionary angels there
were now pioneers, Red Army soldiers and
women in red headscarves; the Star of Bethle-
hem gave way to a five-pointed one. The pre-
vailing enthusiasm for aviation found expres-
sion in aeroplanes, airships and parachutists.

In 1937 Soviet factories even produced
tree decorations bearing likenesses of Polit-
buro members and an orb with images of
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. But child-
hood themes were not forgotten — fairy-tale

characters began to feature on ornaments...

Tree decorations were even manufactured
in the dark days of the Second World War — al-
beit in very limited quantities. The usual mate-
rial was tin sheet; the themes, of course, main-
ly military: soldiers, tanks, first-aid dogs.

The post-war period brought a wide
range of decorations for Soviet trees: fig-
ures of sportsmen and circus gymnasts, po-
lar explorers in the time when the Russian
North was being opened up, then space-
ships and cosmonauts. The factories' de-
signers tried to keep up with the times.

Today no-one can complain about the
range of decorations in the shops and, per-
versely, this probably accounts for the unex-
pected vogue at the beginning of the new
century for old decorations and ones hand-
made from straw, cardboard, felt and fabric.
You could visit the antique shops in search of
the retro look, unless, of course, you still
have Grandma's fascinating old box at the
top of a wardrobe somewhere... m



