Tpaouyuu / traditions

B o0nom u3 yuebruxos no apug-
MemuKe npusoouLacs 3a0ana:
«Donapuux 3axncuzaem pornapu
Ha 20po0cKou Yauye, nepebeeas
om 00noU nareiu K Opy2oi.
Anuna yruyse — sepcma mpucma
casxcem, wupuna — 06adyams ca-
orcen, paccmosmue mexncoy coceonu-
MU porapamu — copox casice,
cxopocma onapuura — 08ao-
yamyo casxcer, 8 munymy. Cnpawu-
8aEMCA: 3G CKOABKO 8PEMEHU OH
8BINOAHUM €800 pabomy ?»
(Omesem: 64 gonaps, pacnono-
oHcernnvle na Mol yruye, Ponap-
wux 3ancocem 3a 88 murym.)

Enena KEJIJIEP, Jlio6oBb CTOJIbBEPT /
by Yelena KELLER, Lubov STOLBERG

An old arithmetic textbook
contains the following problem:

‘A lamplighter is lighting the
lamps on a city street, running
across from one side to the other.
The street is one verst 300 sazhens
long and twenty sazhens wide;

the distance between adjoining
lampposts s forty sazhens, the
speed of the lamplighter 20
sazhens a minute. How much
time will 1t take him to complete
his task? (Answer: the lamplighter
will light the 64 lamps on this
street in 88 minutes. )

a Oygem ceem!

Let there be light!

CneBa BHU3Y. «BUp Ha
HOBbIW ABOPEL, HANPOTUB
AHMYKOBOW 3acCTaBbl».
[paBtopa AKkoBa Bacunb-
eBa Mo pucyHKy Muxauna
MaxaeBa, packpalueHHas
aKBapesblo U ryallbto.
1753 roga.

Bottom left. View of the

Newly-Built Mansion oppo-

site the Anichkov Gate in
St Petersburg. Engraving
(tinted with watercolour
and gouache) by Yakov
Vasilyev after a drawing by
Mikhail Makhayev. 1753

Below right. Bronze
Lamplighter lamp made
by Eugene-Johann Naps,
an artist, restorer and
self-taught sculptor.
Late 19th century.

Ilo ykazanuo ITetpa I na dacanax 1oMoB
B6m3M IleTponapIoBCKoii kperocTr 23 HOs-
6pst 1706 roxa Buepsble noBecuin (oOHA-
PH, B KOTOPBIX TOPEJIO KOHOIUISTHOE MACJIO.
B sTot senn na 6eperax Hesbl npasgnosaim
moGejly PyCCKUX BOMCK HaJi MIBEJAMH IO
Kamumewm. C Tex op ¢goHapu cTamu BbIBe-
IIIBATL U 32)KUTATh IO GOJBIINM ITPA3/HU-
KaM, 1 XOTS 3TO IPOMCXOJMIO OT CJIydas K
CJIy9aI0, OHU ITOJIOXKHIM HAYATIO YIMIHOMY
ocsemenmio [TerepGypra.

ITepBoie mocTOsHHBIE (DOHAPH, CO3JAH-
Hble 1O MPOEKTy apxurekTopa sKana baru-
cra Jle6ioHa, mosiBUINCH B ropoge B 1718 ro-
ay. [leTepOypr OTIIPa3aHOBA CBOE MATHAIA-
THJIETHE BBEIEHUEM YIITYHOTO OCBEMEHN.

ITo mapckomy ykasy B 1720 rogy «Mamum-
HOro jgeina macrep» Mpan Ilemmnr cuenan
OJIMH HOBBIA «OOPA3IOBLI (poHAPH» M TO-
cTaBUII €ro y 3umHero apopia. Crexia 6buim
OTJIUTHI 1 OTHOTUPOBAHEI Ha IMOYprckux 3a-
BOJIax KH:A3s Asekcanzipa Menmukosa. Cpasy
K€ II0C/Ie/IOBAJ 3aKa3 Ha M3TOTOBJICHHE Iep-
BOM MAPTHM CTEKOJ JUI CTa YIUYHBIX CBE-
THJIBHUKOB, KOTOPBIE NPEAIIONAaraaoch ycTa-
HOBUTD Ha BacuibeBckoM ocTpose.

B 1721 roay Ilerp I npuxasax no sromy
e 06pasIly MOCTAaBUTDh Ha yIHUNax (hOHAPH,
o6muM KomdecTsoM 595 mryk. OHu npe-
CTABJISUI COOOM 3aCTEKJIEHHBIE CBETUILHU-
KU, KOTOPBIE KPENWINCH METa/UITIECKIMU
MPYTBSIMU K JE€PEBSIHHBIM CTONOAM C GeJIbl-
MU U TOJdyoBIMU mogocamu. CIrycTs Tpu ro-
Ja, B 1723 rogy, ocBemanmch He TOJIbKO 3UM-

HUI JBOPEI] U OKPECTHOCTU AIMUPATTEH-
cTBa, HO U bonbmas [NepmmnexkTusHas 1OPO-
ra, Kak Torja HaspiBagu HeBCKUi MPOCIIEKT.
@Ponapu eme ¢ IETPOBCKUX BPEMEH 06O03HA-
YaJi HEHTP TOPOJIa.

Ha coxepxanue «pypMaHIIUKOB», CJe-
JWBIINX 34 CBETHILHUKAMM, Ha 3AKYIIKy Mac-
Ja 1 (UTUIEH ObLI YUPEXKAEH HAJIOT, «4TO
HAJUIEKUT MOJTOKUTD Ha 3/[EIIHUX KUTETICH».
C6op aror ykasom ot 13 gexabps 1723 roga
ObLI HA3HAUEH «I10 YUCJTY KBaJPATHBIX Ca’KeH
C IPUHAJUIEKAIUX JOMOBJIAJENBIIAM MECT>.

Komanya ¢onapuukos cocrosna u3 64 ue-
JIOBEK, KasK/blii M3 KOTOPBIX OOCIY:KUBAJ
JecATOK (POHApPEN. 3KUTAIN UX B HOYHOE
BpEMs, TOJBKO B TEMHBIE YaChl, B COOTBET-
CTBUU CO CHEIMATLHBIMU TabIUIAMU, ITPU-
cpLTaeMbIME AKajeMueil Hayk. Beuepamu
(onapmuky co CBOMMU JIECTHUIIAMU YCTPAU-
BaJMCh BO3JI€ CBETUJILHUKOB, MOBEPHYB-
IIMCh JIMIIOM K IOXXKAaPHOU KaJlaH4de, Ha HEU
B IIOJIOKEHHOE BPEMsl BBIBENMMBATA Kpac-
HBIA IIAp, CAYKUBIIAA CUTHAJIOM IIOJLKH-
rath Macy10. IletepOyprekmii ncropuk Mean
(Morann) Ieopru cBUETENILCTBOBAN, YTO K
1794 roay BHemHUII BUJ rOPOACKUX (OHA-
peil Mano M3MEHWICA, T€ K€ ITOJOCAThIe
CTOJIOBI, HO KPEIUIEHHE CTal0 MHBbIM: OT
CTOI6A OTXOAMI XKEJIE3HBIH IPYT, HA KOTO-
POM IIOZBEIIMBAICH «IIAPOOOGPasHBIA ho-
Hapb, CITyCKAeMbIi Ha GJIOKE JUIS YUIEHUS 1
HAIUBAHUS MaCJIa>.

K 1794 roxy B crosnmie yxe HaCUUTHIBA-
soch 3400 macnanbix ponapeit. K 6ombmomy

On the orders of Peter I lamps fuelled
with hempseed oil were hung on the facades
of buildings near the Peter and Paul Fortress
for the first time on 23 November 1706. On that
day the new settlement on the Neva celebrat-
ed the Russian victory over the Swedes at Kalisz
in Poland. From that time on it became the
practice to put out lamps and light them
during major celebrations and although this
was only an occasional occurrence it marked
the start of street-lighting in St Petersburg.

The first permanent streetlamps, design-
ed by the architect Jean-Baptiste LeBlond
appeared in the city in 1718. St Petersburg
celebrated its fifteenth birthday with the in-
troduction of street-lighting.

On the Tsar's orders in 1720 the master
mechanic Ivan Petling produced a new
“model lamp” and set it up by the Winter
Palace. The glass was made and polished at
Prince Alexander Menshikov’s glassworks in
Yamburg. Immediately an order was placed
for the first panes, enough for the hundred
street lights that it was intended to install on
Vasilyevsky Island.

In 1721 Peter I ordered that lights based
on the same prototype be set up on other

streets, making a grand total of 595. These
were glazed lamps attached by metal rods to
wooden posts painted with white and pale
blue stripes. Within three years not just the
Winter Palace and the area around the Ad-
miralty were lit up after dark, but also the
Great Perspective Road, as Nevsky was then
known. As early as Peter’s time street-lights
were an indicator of the centre of the city.
To pay the wages of the men who looked
after the lamps and for the purchase of oil
and wicks, an extra tax was imposed on the
local inhabitants. This charge was instituted
by a decree of 13 December 1723 at a rate
based upon “the number of square sazhens
of the places belonging to the householder”.
There were 64 men in the team of lamp-
lighters and each served ten lamps. They
were lit in the evening and burned only dur-
ing the hours of darkness indicated in spe-
cial tables provided by the Academy of
Sciences. In the evenings the lamplighters
arranged themselves with their ladders by
their lamps and turned to face the fire-watch-
tower on which a red sphere was hung out at
the appropriate time, when the wick was to
be lit. The St Petersburg historian Johann

BpOoH30BbIN CBETUNBHUK
«PoHapLnK» paboTbl MacTe-
pa 3xeHa MoraHHa Hanca,
XyAOXHUKa, pecTaBpaTtopa,
CKyNbMTOPa-CaMOoy4KH.
Koned, XIX Beka.
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PA3APAKEHUIO IyOJUKU, TOPEIH OHH TYCK-
JIO, K TOMY K€ TOpsiYMe KaIuld MacJa OYeHb
YacTO IONAJaIM Ha NPOXOoxux. Huxomait
Torons B moBectn «HeBckmii mpocmexkT» mu-
can: «Jlanee, pagu bora, nanee or ¢onaps!
M cxopee, CKOJIBLKO MOXKHO CKOpEe, IIPOXO0-
JIUTE MUMO. JTO CUACThE elle, eCJIU OT/eIa-
€TeCh TEM, YTO OH 3ILET IMETOJLCKOH CIOp-
TYK Balll BOHIOYUM MaCJIOM>.

HecmoTtps Ha To uto ocBemancs Ilerep-
Gypr HUYYTb HE XYK€ JPYIMX €BPONEHCKUX
CTOJINII, TOPOKAHE BCE PABHO JKATOBAIUCDH HA
CKyHOCTB CBeTa 10 BedepaM. OCHOBHBIMU

OPUYUHAMU TOMY OBLIN ITUPOKHE YIMIBI 1
6OJIBIIOE PACCTOSHUE MEXAYy (DOHAPAMI.
Jlureparop Ipuropuit ITommros-Cesepries
HOJPOGHO OINUCHIBAT YCTPOHCTBO (hOHAPS:
«B kax/1oM poHape HAXOAMWIUCH 4 MACIHbIE
JIAMITOUKH, PACTIOJIOKEHHBIE TIOTYIUPKYJIEM,
uMest c3axu cebs psiji HeGOJIBIINX 3€pKA,
HO 3TH 3€PKaa CIUIIKOM ObLIM HAKJIOHE-
HBI KBEPXY, YEPE3 UTO CBET MaJal He KHU3Y,
a mpomajgan B Koimake oraps. Paccros-
Hue MexJy onapsamu 66010 10 150 maros;
B OIUHHAJIATH YACOB BeUepa BCE OHU TYIIHU-
JIICh, ¥ Ha YJIMIAX CTOJHIIBI BOABOPSIACH

Mnes ocseleHns yauu,
6blna cBsi3aHa He TONbKO

C yao6CcTBOM Be4epHero
nepeaBUXEHUs Mo ropozay,
HO rMaBHbIM 06pa3om

C LieNbto 3aLiMTbl FOPOXKaH:
Be/lb NPECTyNnaeHns ropas-
[0 Yalle coBepLIannChb B
TEMHOe Bpems CyToK. [laxe
YKa3sbl FOBOPUIN O TOM, 4YTO
doHapu ycTaHaBAnBaloT
[N 6€30NacHOro XOX/AEHNUS
HOYblIO Mo ynuuam. B nep-
BoW nonosuHe XVIIl Bexka

C HaCTynneHMem TEMHOTbI
ropoXaHe HenpemMeHHo
[IOM¥HbI GbIIM HOCKUTb

C co60oW HeynoGHble pyy-
Hble GoHapu. Mo Hovam
3anpeLanocs NpUeANKaThL-
CSl K FOPOACKOW 3acTaBe,
He umes B pyKax dpoHaps
unu dakena.

«Bupa Ha HabepexxHow

y AKaaemMuu XyAoXHKecTB».

C KapTuHbl CTenaHa l[anak-
TMOHOBa. 1830-€e rofbl.

The idea of lighting the
streets was connected not
only with the convenience
of getting around in the
evenings, but chiefly with
the goal of protecting citi-
zens, since crimes were
committed far more often
in the hours of darkness.
Even decrees specifically
stated that lamps would
be installed for the safety
of those walking the streets
by night. In the first half

of the eighteenth century
after sunset citizens were
obliged to carry inconven-
ient lanterns with them. It
was forbidden to approach
the city gate at night unless
you were carrying a lantern
or torch.

View of the Embankment
by the Academy of Arts.
From a painting by Stepan
Galaktionov. 1830s.

Ao xonya XVIII éexa rwoicnas epanuya eopoda npoxoduna no pexe Powmanxe. Ha Anuy-
KO0BOM MOCIYY ObUL WAaDayM, & pA0oM, Ha bepeey, Haxoourcs Kapayivnaiii dom. Llliazbaym

' 3AKPBIBANU 8 VOUNHAOUAMOM UACY BeUeHA, & NOOHUMANU «NOCAE NPOOUWMUS Ymper el
sapu». Cordamot, Hecuiue KapayasHyro ciyncoy, umeiu cmpoeutt naxas: «Koeda wnazbay-
ML HOUBIO ONYCMAMCS, 8 MAKUE UACHL SHAMHBLX NEPCOH, U NPU HUX CAYICUMENET NPOTY-

cxams ¢ onapamu 6es sadepcarusa, a be3 ornapeis ne nponyckamv, a U3 NOOALLX 6 MAKUE

N0 YKA3Y NPONYCKams Jice, & eacesr, 068G UAU MPU Uer08eKa U b0nee U3 NOOABLY, XOMA U
¢ ponapem noudym, mex 6pamv 100 Kapays».

Georgi reported that even in the year 1794
the outward appearance of the city’s street-
lamps had changed little: the same striped
posts, but the method of servicing the light
was different — an iron rod ran from the col-
umn and suspended from it was “a spherical
lamp that could be lowered on a pulley for
cleaning and refilling with oil”.

By 1794 there were already 3,400 oil lamps
in St Petersburg. To the great irritation of the
public they gave only a dim light, while quite

often drops of hot oil spattered onto passers-
by. In his story Neusky Prospekt Nikolai Gogol
wrote: “Further, for goodness’ sake, from the
lamp! And pass by quickly, as quickly as pos-
sible. You can consider yourself lucky if all it
does is stain your smart frock-coat with
smelly oil.”

Despite the fact that St Petersburg was
lit just as well as any other European capital,
the citizens nevertheless complained about
the lack of light in the evenings. The main

l ] HeYKA3HDLE UACHL, Passe KMo 3a Kparinero 1yi0o1o notidem o0ur ¢ orapem, cnpocs y weeo,

MOJTHENIIAs ThMA, €CTU TOIBKO 6I1arofeTennb
MecsI| He NosABNsica Ha Hebe. Hecmorps
Ha JIENEBYIO IIEHY MAcja, €ro O4YeHb 3KO-
Hommmu. Cpeau TEMHOTBI PEAKUIl IMPOXO-
JKHIA CJTBIIAJT TOJNBKO MPOTSKHOE ,,CITyIai”
Oynounuka. OcCBelEHUE YIUI] CTOJUIBI B
1810—1812 roxer cromno 300 000 pyb6aeit
accur"anusmu B roj». Jlo 1830-x rojos ro-
POJ IPOJIOIKATN OCBEMATH TOIBKO MACTIOM,
U IO BedYepaM Ha YJIHIAX Masdria (oHap-
IUKN C JIECEHKaMM Ha IUIeYe, TOPOILIMBO
nepeberasue oT (poHaps K GoHAPIO.

IIlro Bpems, musmensuicsa obmuk Ilerep-
Gypra, a BMECTE€ C HUM — OBIT YJIMI] U ILIO-
mazeit. B XIX Beke poHapu yxe He TOJIBKO
obGecrieuynBai 6E30IACHOCTD IIEPE/IBILKE-
HU$l, HO U MOCTEIIEHHO CTAHOBWIUCH YKpa-
meHueM ropoja. Ha cmeny MacasHbIM

Until the late 1700s the southern boundary of the city ran along the River Fontanka.
There was a barrier on the Anichkov Bridge and a guardhouse next to it. The barrier was
lowered after ten at night and raised “after the breaking of dawn”. The soldiers performing
sentry duty had strict orders: “When the barriers are lowered at night, noble persons and
the servants accompanying them are to be let through without hindrance in such hours if
they have lanterns, but those without are not to be let past; as for the lower orders at such
improper hours, if one shall be about with a lantern out of some extreme necessity, question
him and in accordance with the decree let him through, but if two, three or more of the lower
orders are about, even with a lantern, take them under guard.”
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reasons for this were the broad streets and
the distance between lampposts.

As time went on the appearance of St Pe-
tersburg changed, and so did the life of its
streets and squares. In the nineteenth centu-
ry the streetlamps no longer merely provided
ameasure of safety for those going about their
business after dark, but also gradually became
an adornment of the city. In 1819 Peters-
burgers strolling on Apothecaries’ Island were
pleasantly surprised by the even blue glow of
the gas burners that had replaced the dull

-

CripaBa. [IByxMecTHasi Kape-
Ta. Pabpuka Kapna Hennuca.
1866 rog.

Transport played a signifi-
cant role in the illumination
of the streets in the evening,
providing additional light. In
the early decades of the nine-
teenth century important
figures travelled about in car-
riages with lamps or burning
torches.

Right. A two-seater carriage.
Made by Karl Nellis’s factory.
1866.

«B cymepkax Ha HeBCckom
npocnekTe». C KapTuHbI
Hukonas Cepreesa. 1892 rog.

In the Twilight on Nevsky
Prospekt. From a painting by
Nikolai Sergeyev. 1892.

Koraa no3gHum Bevepom bef-
Hble OKpPauHbI NOrpy*anucb

B MOJIHYIO TEMHOTY, @ Mactepo-
Bbl€ Y)Ke crau, B NnapagHbIx
paioHax Kunena ceeTcKas
U3Hb. DOHapW NPOAOMKANU
ocBelaTb LieHTpasbHble YauLbl
MNeTepbypra...

CneBa. «MapUUHCKuU TeaTp

B CaHkT-lNeTepbypre». C akBa-
penv Bacunua CagoBHUKOBA.
Hayano 1860-x rogos.

Late in the evening, when the
poor outskirts of the city were
plunged into complete dark-
ness and the factory hands
were already asleep, the social
life of the smart districts was in
full swing. Lamps continued to
light St Petersburg’s central
streets.

Left. The Mariinsky Theatre in
St Petersburg. From a water-
colour by Vasily Sadovnikov.
Early 1860s.

B BeyepHeM ocBeLleHnM ynuL,
3HAYUTENbHYIO POib Urpan
rOPO/CKOM TPAHCMOPT, OT KOTO-
POro UCXOAUN AOMONHUTENbHbIN
cBeT. B nepBoii Tpetn XIX BeKa
BaYKHbl€ MEePCOHbI NepesBura-
JINCb B KapeTax C 3aXKeHHbI-
MU dakenamv unu GoHapamu.
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Kpowme Tycknbix poHapen,
BeYepHUI CBET B OCHOB-
HOM MCXOAW/ U3 OKOH: CBe-
TUNWUCb NOAbE3/bl TEATPOB, "'
pecTopaHoB U pecrneKTa-
6€enbHbIX 10MOB. Oco6eH-
HO HapAAHLIMK BbIrNsAenn
ABOPLbl U OCOBHSAKM B
[ieHb 6ana unm 60NbWoro
npuema. B nioctpax v 6pa
ropenu io AByX—Tpex Tbl-
ca4 cBevei. B Bectu6ione
y NapajiHO1 NecTHMLbI 3a-
YKUranu CBEYM B BbICOKUX
KaHaensiépax co CTeKIsH-
HbIMY abaxypamu KOJIOKO-
noo6pasHoi GopMmbl, 3a-
WMLLABLUMMU OTOHb OT
CKBO3HSIKa OTKPbIBAIOLLWX-
ca asepen.

TTrowxu paccmasisnu no KapHusam 0AL UALIOMUHUPOBAHUS OOMA 8 MOPHCECMBEH-
wole Onu. Tax, nanpumep, 6 uecmv Ons poxcoenus seaurozo xnass Iaena Iemposuua
6 1755 200y cmosuunvie 2asemwt 0cobo ommemuiu b6an na 500 uenosex, danmoui
oaporom Cepeeem 1 pucopresunem Cmpoearosvin 6 e2o dsopue wa Hesckom npocnex-
me, 8 KOMOopPom USHYMpPU 2opesu 80CK08ble CBeUU, A CHAPYHCU — NAOUKU € MACLOM.

Lampions were placed along the cornices to illuminate a house on special occasions.
For example, among the celebrations to mark the birth of Grand Duke Paul in 1755,
the capital’s newspapers particularly noted the ball given for 500 people by Baron
Sergei Grigoryevich Stroganov in his palace on Nevsky Prospekt, which was lit up
inside by wax candles and outside by oilfired lampions.

Bbiwe. AnnoMrvHaumsa Ha
Moiike 3 masi 1856 ropar.
C KapTvHbl Bacunus
CapoBHMKOBa. 1856 roj.

CneBa. CBETUNbHUKM U3
nnocKkux 6ntoael, (N1oLek),
B KOTOPbIX rOpesno macro,
ycTaHaB/IMBaNWCh Ha Kap-
HWU3ax fomoB. CepeanHa
XVIll—Havano XIX BeKa.

Above. lllumination on the
Moika on 3 May 1856.
From a painting by Vasily
Sadovnikov. 1856.

Left. Lamps consisting of
flat dishes in which oil
burnt were placed on the
cornices of houses. Mid-
18th — early 19th century.

Besides the dull street-
lamps, light in the evening
came mainly from win-
dows: the entrances of
theatres, restaurants and
respectable houses were
lit up. Palaces and man-
sions looked particularly
fine on the evenings of
balls or large parties. Liter-
ally thousands of candles
burned in the chandeliers
and wall sconces. In the
vestibule at the bottom of
the main staircase candles
were placed in tall cande-
labra with bell-shaped
glass shades that protect-
ed the flames from the
draught when the doors
were opened.

«MuxainoBCKui ABOpEL).
C akBapenu Kapna
BerrpoBa. 1832 rog.

The Mikhailovsky Palace.
From a watercolour by Karl
Beggrow. 1832.

¢oHApAM NPHUILIO ra30BOE OCBELIECHUE.
B 1819 roamy roposkane, ryagBiiue Ha
AITeKapcKOM OCTpPOBE, ObUIM HPHUATHO
YAHMBJIEHBI POBHBIM TOJYOLIM CHSHHIEM Ta30-
BBIX JIAMII, CMEHUBIITHUX TYCKJIbIE MAaCJIAHBIC
ceeTwibHuKU. B 1820-x rogax B TOJIBKO 4TO
nocrpoennom Kapiom Poccu s3panum Inas-
HOTO INTaba 3acusiia mocTpa u3 336 raso-
BBIX POJKKOB.

ITo mHMIMaTHBE €BPONEICKUX IPEAIPH-
HuMareseir B 1835 roxay Gburo yupexje-
HOo «O0mecTBo ocBemenus razoM CaHKT-
ITerepOypra», IOJIydUBIIEE MOHOIOIMIO HA
IPOMBIIIIEHHOE MPOU3BOACTBO U IPOJAKY
raza. B 1838 rogy ma O6GBOsHOM KaHase
IIOCTPOMJIA TIEPBBI ra3oBblii 3aBox. Cse-
TUJILHBIN a3 TOJNyYalnd IIPU HarpeBaHHIH
KaMeHHOTO yrvist. Ero npusosmmm u3 Beamko-
6puTaHuy, a obopymoBaHue 1A (OHApEit
naroTasiuBaau B IlerepGypre. Uyrynnore
(ponapHbIE CTONIOBI OTIMBATIN B OPYKEITHBIX
MacTepckux ApceHasa, apMaTypoil 3aHIMa-
JIUCH HEOOJIbIINE CTOJMYHBIC IPEAIIPHUs-
Tns, Ha Mvmeparopckom (apdopoBom 3a-
BOJIe ObLIO OPTraHH30BAHO IIPOM3BOJCTBO

1 OHOB JIIsl CBETIILHUKOB. KoHCTpyHpO-
BaHME U 0()OPMIIEHUE Ta30BbIX PoHApE st
HEHTPATLHBIX YJIUI[ ObUIO HOPYYEHO apXU-
tekropy Oriocty Mongeppany. OcBemeHuio
IleTepGypra mpuiaBazoCch OY€Hb GOJIBIIOE
3HAUEHUE: TaKU€ 3aKa3bl ObUIN MPABUTENb-
CTBEHHBIMU U BBICOYANIIE YTBEPKAAIUCE.

TazonpoBo/bI Ui YIMYHOTO OCBEIEHUS
IIPOJIOKUJIN 32 YeThIpe rojia. [a3osble Maru-
CTPAI MOHTUPOBAINCH M3 IYTYHHBIX TPYO,
a yepe3 O6BoaHbII KaHan psagom ¢ Cepry-
XOBCKOI Y/IMIICH GBLI COOPYKEH CIEIHAIb-
ub1i [asoBbiii MocT. 204 ra30BRIX (hoHAPS B
1839 roxy yxe ocsemanu /[BOpPIOBYIO ILIO-
majab, vactb HeBckoro — no ®onTaHkw,
boapmyio u Maxyio Mopckue yauIpl, HEKO-
Topble orpesku Ilapckocembckoro u O6y-
XOBCKOTO TMPOCHEKTOB, a Takxe bobmoit
CaoBoii.

Hapsizy ¢ rasoseiMu poHapsMu B ropo-
Jie ObUIN YCTAHOBJIEHBI CBETHIHHUKU, B KO-
TOPBIX KIVIM CIUPTO-CKUMUIAPHYIO CMECh,
a ¢ 1863 roga — xepocun. Terephb «IIpOTSIHY-
JIaCh JUIMHHAS [elb poHapeil» BO BCEM CBO-
€M Pa3HoOOpa3nM, Kak B TaOEIM O PaHTax.
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The new streetlamps

HoBble doHapu no cBoemy
BUAY HEMHOTUM OT/IMYa-
NIUCb OT CBOMX NpejLue-
CTBEHHWKOB, HO MX U3rO-
TaBAUBANN YIKE U3 APYrux
mMaTepuanoB: CToNnGbl CTa-
NIU HYTYHHBIMKW, BMECTO
6en0-rony6bix NOAOC Mo-
ABUINUCH METaNIMYeCcKne
yKpauweHus. CTEKNAHHBIN
CBETU/IbHUK COCTOAN U3
[BYX MUPAMULA: HAKHSS,
yceyeHHas, HanpasneHa
BHU3, BEPXHASA HaKpbIBa-
Nla ee OCTPOW KPbILWKOK.
«HeBCKMI NpocneKT.

Bua ¢ AHM4KOBa mMocTar.

C akBapenu Jliogsura BoH-
wrenra. 1847 rof.

looked little different from
their predecessors, but
they were now made of dif-
ferent materials: the posts
were of cast-iron and blue-
and-white stripes were
replaced by metal decora-
tions. The glass lamp con-
sisted of two pyramids:

a lower truncated one
directed downwards and
an upper one forming a
pointed cover over it.
Nevsky Prospekt. A view
from Anichkov Bridge.
From a watercolour by
Ludwig Bohnstedt. 1847.

oil-lamps. In the 1820s Carlo Rossi’s newly-
built General Staff building lit up the night
with a chandelier of 336 gas jets.

On the initiative of European entrepre-
neurs, in 1835 the “Company for Lighting
St Petersburg with Gas” was founded and
granted a monopoly on the industrial pro-
duction and sale of gas. In 1838 the first gas-
works was constructed on the Obvodny
Canal. Lighting gas was extracted from coal
by heating. The coal was imported from
Britain, but the equipment for the lights were
made in St Petersburg. The castsiron lamp-
posts were made in the Arsenal’s cannon-
foundries, the fittings were made by small
businesses in the capital, while the Imperial
Porcelain Factory organized the production
of shads for the lights. The construction and

decoration of gas lamps on the central streets
was entrusted to the architect Auguste Mont-
ferrand. Very great importance was attached
to the lighting of St Petersburg and such com-
missions required approval of the govern-
ment and even the tsar himself.

The gas pipes for the street-lighting were
laid in the course of four years from cast-iron
sections. A special Gas Bridge was construct-
ed across the Obvodny Canal. As early as
1839, 204 gas lamps lit Palace Square, part of
Nevsky, as far as the Fontanka, Bolshaya and
Malaya Morskaya Streets and a few sections
of Tsarskoselsky and Obukhovsky Prospekts
as well as Bolshaya Sadovaya Street.

As well as gas lamps the city was also lit by
lamps burning a mixture of alcohol and turpen-
tine, or, from 1863, paraffin. Now “a long row
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VYaanaace OT IEHTpa CTOJUIBI, WX HAPAT
CTaHOBWJICS BCE MPOIIE U MPOIIE, a Ha 60JIb-
el YacTH meTepoyprcKux OKpauH HesaTek-
JITBBIE KEPOCHHOBBIE JIAMITBI PACTIONAraIiCh
Ha GOJIBIIIX PACCTOSHHAX JIPYT OT JIPyTa, OC-
Belas yJIO4KUd pabounX U MacTepOBBIX. Je-
PEBAHHBIE, PEKE METAINIECKHE CTOIOBI
3aBepIIaINCh CTEKIAHHBIMU abaXKypaMu, Ha-
MOMUHAIOIUMU JOMHUKH, BHYTPH KOTOPBIX
pacrosarazach KepOCHHOBasA Jamma. Taxu-
MM K€ JJAMIIAMU OCBEINATICh METOUHBIE JIaB-
KU ¥ pEMECJICHHbIE MACTEPCKHE.

ITout B 5TO K€ BpeMsA MOABUIACD €Ille
OJ[Ha PA3HOBUIHOCTb (DOHAPS — KEPOCUHO-
KaJIUJTbHBIA. DTH CBETHILHUKH TOPEIU 3HA-
YUTEJBHO pY€E CBOMX IPEJIIECTBEHHUKOB.
Bricoxuii cTo16 3aBepInaics KPOHIITEHHOM
B BUJIE 3aBUTKA, HA HEM KPEIIICS 60K, Je-
P€3 KOTOPBIN MePEKUbIBAICA CTaJlbHOMN
Tpoc. [TogobHoE ycTpoiicTBO n3basisiio ¢o-
HAPIIKOB OT HEOOXOAUMOCTH HOCUTD C CO-
6011 JIECTHHITY U 3a0MPaThCs HA KK (o-
Hapb, /a U OTHAJa HEOOXOJUMOCTH B He-
YKIIOKEN TepeKIafuHe — OIOPe JUIs CTpe-
MSIHKH, CTOJIO NpUOOpes 6osee HU3SAIHYIO

Huxke. doHapu y Hukona-
€BCKOro mocta B CaHKT-
MNeTepbypre. dotorpacdus
Kapna Bynnbl. 1903 rog.

Hwxe cnesa. banaraHbl Ha
ALMUpanTencKon naoua-
aun. dotorpaduma Anbdpe-
na JlopeHca. 1870-e rogbl.

Below. Lamps by the
Nikolayevsky Bridge in

St Petersburg. Photograph
by Karl Bulla. 1903.

Below left. Show booths
on Admiralty Square. Pho-
tograph by Alfred Lorens.
1870s.

BHu3y cneBa. bpoH3oBas ¢u-
rypa GpoHaplum1Ka, cosfaHHasn
cKynbntopom Bopucom Cep-
reesblM, yKpaluaet OfecCcKyto
ynuuy B lNetepbypre. Ha atow
ynuue 11 ceHTabpsa 1873 ro-
fa BnepBble B MUpe 3a-
MIIUCb 3NEKTpUYecKue do-
Hapw C YrosibHbIMK Tamnamu
HaKanuBaHWs, CO3AaHHble
AnexcaHapoM J1oAbIrMHbIM.

Below left. The bronze figure
of a lamplighter created by
the sculptor Boris Sergeyev
adorns Odesskaya Street in
St Petersburg. This street
became, on 11 September
1873, the first in the world
to be lit by carbon incandes-
cent lamps, invented by
Alexander Lodygin.

Streetlamps changed, but the lamplighter remained a colourful wrban figure. In his Notes
of an Old Petersburger Lev Uspensky recollected: “Below the glass ‘birdhouse’ there was
a crossbar on the pole. In the twilight hours of late November or snowy December every-
where on the outskirts you could see lamplighters reeking of paraffin. With a short light-
weight ladder on his shoulder and a bag that contained a small vepair kit (a few panes of
glass, a skein of wick), the lamplighter dashed headlong through the snowdrifts in the
streets, tirelessly hurrying from a lamp on the even side to one on the odd side: the lamps
are arranged in zigzag fashion. Here he is at the next post in turn. The ladder is hooked
over the crossbar; the man flies up the steps. The fragile door is thrown back; the chimney
glass removed with a habitual gesture... A match... It’s windy and the match blows out,
but that's a rare occurrence. Fvery gesture is rationed; the boxes of matches too.

The flame has caught, the chimney is replaced and the door banged shut... Two, three
steps. The ladder back on his shoulder and off across the crunching snow, chewed up by
the heavy runners of the draymen’s sleds and mixed with horse manure, diagonally to

the next post...”

opmy. Temepb oHAPIIUK BCTaBJIAI CIIe-
NUAIBHBIA KIIOY-PYKOSTKY B a3 KOPOOKH,
YKPEILIEHHOM BHU3Y, U, BPAIIAs €T0, CIyCKaT
CBETUJIBHUK C BHICOTHI.

IMocrenenno k konmy 1850 rogos He
TOJIBKO IIEHTPATLHBIE PAHOHBI, HO U IpUJIe-
rajolmye K HUM YJIUIbI, JKeJe3HOJOPOXKHBIE
CTAQHLIU, MOCTBI, IPEANPUSTUS, T€ATPBl U
GoraTeple JKHJIBIEC JOMa HAdaJd OCBEIIATh
ra3oM, U B OOJBLIEH YaCTH ropoja ObLIN
YCTAHOBJICHBI IIOCTOSIHHBIE Ta30BbIe (DOHAPU.
TopoxaHaM HpPaBHUJICS HOBBIN CBET, HO U30-
GpeTaTe IPOJOHKAIN UCKATh UHBIE Pelle-
Hud. Eme B 1802 roay pycckmii yuenpiii Ba-
crmii TTeTpoB 3aker IepBBIA 3IeKTpHYEC-
KU UCTOYHHUK CBETA — JJIEKTPUICCKYIO JyTy

[owm BaBenbbepra Ha HeB-
CKoM npocnekTe (N°7-9),
rae pasmelyancs Metep-
6YPrcK1i TOpro.bii 6aHK.
dotorpadus Kapna byn-
nbl. 1914 rop.

3T0T y4acToK Ha yrny Ma-
o MopcKow ynuLbl B
1910 roay 6bin BbIKynieH
6aHKkMpom Muxaunom Ba-
Benb6eprom. KoHKypc Ha
NPOEKT 3[jaHns BbIrpasn
apxuTtekTop MapwaH lMepe-
TATKOBWY. [0BOPAT, YTO,
npuHMmas paborty, 6aHKuUp
[l0/170 U NPUANPYUBO
ocmatpuBan 3aaHue, a

B KOHLIe KOHLIOB caenan
3ameyvaHue: «Y Bac Ha
ABepsx Tabnuyka: , Ton-
KaTb OT ce6a”“. 3T0 He MoK
npuHumn. MNepegenate:

, TAHYTb K cebe“»r.

of lamps extended” in great varie-ty, like in
the Table of Ranks. As you went away from the
city centre they grew less and less impressive,
so most of the outskirts of St Petersburg had
no more than simple paraffin lamps placed a
good distance apart to light streets that were
home to factory hands and artisans. The
wooden, or less often metal, posts were
topped with glass shades looking like little

Donapu usMeHUIUCH, & POHAPULUK NO-NPeACHEM) 0CMABANCS KOAOPUMHOU 20POOCKOU (hu-
eypou. Jles Yenenckuil 6 «3anuckax cmapoeo nemepoypacya» scnomunan: «llowuoice cme-
KAAHNO20 ,,CKeOpeuHuKa na cmosbe bviia nepexaaduna. B cymepeurnvie uacvt nosomeeo
HOABPA UAU CHEINCHO20 0eKabps 8C100Y Ha OKPAUNAX MOJCHO OO BUIEND NPONAXULUX Ke-
pocurom gonapuuros. Cxopomenvioi 1e2Kotl AecenKot Ha niede, ¢ CyMKoU, e0e bt YA0-
HCEH KOCKAKOU ABAPUTHDIL 3aNaC (HECKOABKO CIMEKO0N, MOMOK PUmuis), ponapuyur
CMPeM2nas Heccs 800D YAUMHBIX CY2p0ob0s, HEYCMANHO Nepedeeas HaUcKoch om HoHaps
Ha UeMHOU K POHAPIO Ha HeuemHOoU CIopore: paccmagiensl Honapu boliu 6 uaxmam-
Hom nopadxe. Bom on 'y ouepeorozo cmoaba. Jlecenia bpowena xprounamu na nepekaiadu-
MY, UEL0BEK B3NEMAeM Ha ee CMYNEHBKU. XPYNKAL 08epKa OmKUryma, Cmekao npussi-
HOLM sHcecmom cHamo... Cnuuxa... Bemep — cnuvxa eachem, Ho amo 6vieaem pedxo.
Kaxcovui sicecm wa cuemy, na cuemy u xopobxu co cnuuxamu. Ozons 3azopeacs, cmexao
nademo, deepua saxronwyma... Jse, mpu cmynenvicu. Jlecmruuya na naeve, w — 1o xpy-
cmauLemy, PasmosomoMmy MAACKUMU NOAOLAMU LOMOEBIX USBOSUUKOE, NEPEMEULAHHOMY

€ KOHCKUM HABO30M CHERY, N0 QUALOHAML — K CLe0y10uemy cmoaby...»

houses, inside of which sat the lamp. The
same kind of lamps illuminated little shops
and the workshops of craftsmen.

Almost at this same time another type of
streetlight made its appearance — the paraffin
incandescent lamp. Such lights burned con-
siderably brighter than what had gone be-
fore. The tall lamppost ended in a scrolled
bracket to which a pulley was attached with a
steel cable running through it. This arrange-
ment relieved the lamplighters of the need to
carry a ladder and climb up to each lamp. It
also removed the need for a clumsy-looking
crossbar on which to rest the ladder, so lamp-
posts became more elegant in appearance.
Now the lamplighter placed a special key or
handle in a slot of the box fastened near the
bottom and turned it to lower the lamp.

Gradually, by the late 1850s, not only the
central districts, but also adjoining streets,
railways stations, bridges, enterprises, the-
atres and wealthy homes began to be lit by gas
and the greater part of the city had perma-
nent gas lamps on the streets. The citizens
liked the new form of lighting, but inventors
continued to seek better ways. As early as
1802 the Russian scientist Vasily Petrov pro-

The Wawelberg House at
7/9, Nevsky Prospekt con-
tained the St Petersburg
Commercial Bank. 1914
photograph by Karl Bulla.
The plot on the corner of
Malaya Morskaya Street
was bought by the banker
Mikhail Wawelberg in
1910. The competition to
design a building was won
by the architect Marian
Peretiatkovich. It is said
that when he formally
accepted the building, the
banker looked it over long
and hard, before finally
finding something to criti-
cize: “There are signs on
the doors saying ‘Push
away from you’. That’s not
my principle. Redo them to
say ‘Pull towards you’.”

duced the first light from electricity —an elec-
tric arc powered by a battery of 2,100 copper-
zinc cells —which he called Voltaic in honour
of Alessandro Volta, the inventor of the elec-
tric battery. The first arc lamps were excep-
tionally complex in construction as the tips of
the two electrodes had to be gradually moved
together. Pavel Yablochkov came up with a
brilliantly simple solution: he placed the car-
bon electrodes in parallel, separating them
with an insulating layer of kaolin (white clay)
that gradually vaporized as the tips burned
away. Yablochkov’s “candles” produced an at-
tractive pinkish violet glow.

A real revolution in streetlighting took
place in 1872 with the invention by the Russ-
ian electrical engineer Alexander Lodygin
of a carbon incandescent lamp. The newspa-
pers carried an announcement that on 11 July
1873 a public demonstration of electrical
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M306peTaTens namnbl Ha-
KanuBaHUsl PyCCKUM aneK-
TPOTEXHUK AnekcaHnap Jlo-
AbIrvH. OH 3anateHToBan
CBOe M306peTeHne BO MHO-
r1x cTpaHax U ocHoBan
KoMnaHuio «Pycckoe ToBa-
PULLECTBO NEKTPUYECKOrO
ocselleHns JloabirnH n K.

The Russian electrical engj-
neer Alexander Lodygin,
inventor of the incandes-
cent lamp.

¢ Garapeeii, cocrossureit u3 2100 MeaHO-IIMH-
KOBBIX 3JIEMEHTOB, HA3BAHHYIO «BOJIBTOBOI» B
YeCTh CO3JaTeNsd dIEKTPUUYECKON Garapeu
Aneccarnpo Bonpra. IlepBrole ayroBble cBe-
TUJIBHUKU OTIAYATINCh YPE3BbIUAMHOM CITO0K-
HOCTBIO YCTPOMCTBA: HOCTABIEHHbIE «HOCAMI»
JIPYr K JAPYTy 3JIE€KTPOABI IPUXOAUIOCH II0-
CTOSTHHO IOJIOJIBUTATh JPYT K ApyTy. [eHnas-
HO IIPOCTOE PelIeHne npeIoxmt B 1875 ro-
qy IaBer SI6/109KOB: OH PACIIOIOKII YTOIb-
HbIE 3JIEKTPOJIbI MAPAJUIETbHO, PA3JACTUB UX
M30IUPYIOIIM CJIOEM KAOJIMHA — OEIOH M-
Hel. «CBeun» fI610uKOBa ropea KpacuBbIM
PO30BO-(PHONETOBBIM LIBETOM.

HacrosmuM mepeBopoToM B OCBEIEHUN
ropoya craio nsobperenue B 1872 rogy pyc-
CKUM 3JIEKTPOTEXHUKOM Anekcanapom Jlojbr-
THUHBIM YTOJbHOM JTAMITbI HaKaIuBaHU. B ra-
3eTax IOABIIOCH O0bABIeHNE, uTo 11 Mo
1873 roma Ha Opecckoil yauie, B pailoHe

Hso6pemenue Abrouxosa nosywuro esponeiickoe npusnanue.
B 1877 200y ono npuwino 6 mazasunst u na yauust Iapuoca,
6 Jlondone anexmpureckue «ceewu» 0C6eMUIU HADEPENCHYIO
Temsvt. Hx cmanu nasvieams «la lumiere russe» — «pycexuit

ceen».

Yablochkou’s invention achieved European recognition. In 1877
it reached the shops and streets of Paris, where it became known
as ‘la lumiere russe ” - “Russian light”. In London electric
“candles” were used to illuminate the Thames embankment.

«JInTeiHbIN MOCT B CaHKT-
MNeTepb6ypre, OCBELLEHHbI
[yroBbIMY lamnamu
fl6noyxkoBar. C KapTUHbI
HEWU3BECTHOrO XyAOXHMKa.
Koneu, XIX Beka.

Hwxe. MoacBeYHuK ayro-
BOW Namnbl Ha 6 cBeYei.
JKcnepuMeHTanbHas pas-
pabotka lNaBna A6n04Ko-
Ba. 1873—1875 rogpl.

Liteiny Bridge in St Peters-
burg, lit by Yablochkov's
Arc Lamps. From a paint-
ing by an unknown artist.
Late 19th century.

Below. An arc-lamp socket
for six “candles”. An exper-
imental design by Pavel
Yablochkov. 1873—75.

street-lighting would be given on Odessa
Street in the Peski district. On that day paraf-
fin lamps were replaced on two lampposts by
incandescent lamps that gave a bright white
light. A large number of people gathered
and some of them conducted their own ex-
periments: they took a book or newspaper
up to first a paraffin lamp and then an elec-
tric one and compared the distance at which

IleckoB, GyayT IOKa3aHbI IYOJIUKE OIBITHI
9JIEKTPUIECKOTO OCBENMIEHHA YIUIBI. B aTOT
JICHD B JIBYX (POHAPAX KEPOCUHOBBIE JAMIIBI
3aAMEHIIN JIAMIIAMU HAKATUBAHUS, OHU M3-
JMBaIi APKUA Geplid ceeT. Hapogy cobpa-
JIOCh MHOTO, HEKOTOPbIE IIPOU3BO/IIN CBOI
COGCTBEHHBIE OMBITHI: OAXOIMIN K KEPOCH-
HOBOI{ JlaMIIe, 2 TIOTOM K 3JIEKTPHYECKOM ¢

MNaBen A6n04KoB npocna-
BUCA pa3paboTKOW AyroBoW
namnbl («cBe4ya F6104KoBa»)
W [PyrMMU N306PETEHNSAMU.
Cseuya f161104K0Ba OKa3a-
nacb npolue 1 ynobHee, Yem
yrofnibHas namna JloabiruHa.

Pavel Yablochkov found
fame with the development
of the arc lamp (“Yabloch-
kov’s candles”) and other
inventions. His device proved
simpler and more con-
venient than Lodygin’s car-
bon lamp.

ra3eToi WIM KHUTOH B PYKaX U CPABHUBAII
paccrosinue, Ha KOTOPOM MOKHO UHUTATb.
UYepes Ba roja HOBLIMH YCOBEPIIEHCTBO-
BAaHHBIMU JTAMITIOUKaMK JIOABIITHA OCBETIII
«MarasuH JaMCKOTO U My»K€CKOTO 6€JTbs TOC-
nojuna Propana» Ha bosbmoit Mopckoit
ynure. [opern Bcero Tpu JIaMIOYKH, HO
STOT MAra3uH CTaJl IEPBLIM B MUPE, I7I€ IPH-
MEHWIH 3JIEKTPUUECKOE OCBEIEHHE.

B Poccun mepBoe Hapy:KHOE 3JIEKTpHIe-
CKO€ OCBeleHne osiBIIOCh B [letepOypre B
1879 roay: Ha mocry Asnekcanapa II (HbiHE

it was possible to read. Two years later
new improved versions of Lodygin’s bulbs
lit Monsieur Florand’s shop selling ladies’
and gentlemen’s underwear on Bolshaya
Morskaya Street. There were a mere three
bulbs, but that shop became the first in the
world to boast electrical lighting.
Yablochkov’s invention gained Europe-
wide recognition. In 1877 it reached the

JIuTeiiHblil) GBLIA YCTAHOBJICHDI ABEHA/IIATD
9JIEKTPUYECKUX (DOHAPEH, M3rOTOBIEHHDBIX
o npoekry apxurexropa Ilesaps Kasoca.
ITerep6yprckmii ynnoBauk Cepreii CBeTIOB
B cBOeM jHeBHHKe 3anucar «C namero mMo-
CTa BEYEPOM OTKPBIBAJIOCH UyJECHOE 3PEJIu-
Ime: 0 BceM HaGepeskHbIM HeBpl TAHYIHCDH
6eCKOHEUHbIe POBHBIE IENIOYKM (DOHAPE, 1
B/IJIM UX OTOHBKY CJIMBAJIMCD B OJIHY TOHKYIO
HUTb, KOTOPAs BCET/A APOXKaIa U IePe/IiBa-
J1ach, a Korja 6nU10 THXO Ha Hese, ot kax1o0-
ro (poHaps B BOJY CIIyCKaJIaCh OCTpast 1 JUINH-
Hasg umia. <...> Ilocpean aTHX KUBBIX 30710
TBIX HHUTEH m Oyc cusan OeapiM u
HEIOJIBIKHBIM CBETOM psifl (poHapeii Bo3ie
JIBOPIIOB — 3TO OGBLIO IIEPBOE SJEKTPHIECTBO
B Ilerep6ypre. Ho eme Bciogy ropem raso-
Bble (POHAPH, U JKUBOE UX IUIAMS TO IIPUCEA-
JIO OT BETPA, TO OIATH PA3rOPaIOCh».

Ha HeBckoMm mpocriekre IepBble 3JIEK-
Tpudeckue (POHAPU YCTaHOBUIA (hUPMA
«Cumenc u lTanbcke» B gexabpe 1883 roxa.
K yauBiieHuIo roposkaH, CBETUIbHUKN KOHU-
4eCKoU (DOPMBI Ha BBICOKUX CTOJIOAX BCIIbI-
XUBaJIM MTHOBEHHO, 6€3 moMoInu (poHapmu-
KoB. Uepes roj NOSABUINCH U HA COCEHUX C
Hescxum npocnexrom yaunax. /s ux nura-
Hud Ha 6apxke y [Tomneiickoro Mocra uepes
pexy Moiiky cmonTHpoBanu nepsyio B Ile-
TepOypre smexTpocranmmio. B 1887 roxy Ta
’Ke (pupMa IOCTPOU/IA CTAHIMIO B 3UMHEM
JBOPIIE, KOTOPAs MuTana 12 THICAY JTaMIIO-
YyeK B IOMEMICHUAX ABOpIa U 56 ayrobbIx
JIAMII BO JIBOPE.

CneBa. CyxoW ranbBaHuye-
CKWW 3NeMeHT, BnepBsble
BbINyLLEeHHbI dupMoi «Cu-
MeHc v [anbcke» B MeTtep-
6ypre. 1860-e roabl.

B 1880-x rogax ata ¢pupma
yCTaHOBM/Ia CUCTEMY INEK-
TPUHECKOro OCBELLEHNA
HeBcKoro npocnekTa u
3uMHero geopua.

Mpoknaaka Kabens ynuyHo-
ro ocBeLyeHus. Potorpa-
dua 1883 roaga.

MpoTHB ocBeLLeHUs ynuLy,
3/1EKTPUYECTBOM BbICTYNa-
NV BNajenbLibl ra3oBbiX U
KEPOCUHOBbIX KOMMaHHWIA,

a LiepKoBb BbICTyNMa npo-
TWUB CTPOMTENLCTBA 3MEK-
TpocTaHuuu B6An3n Kasah-
CKoro co6opa. MMeHHo no-
3TOMY N0A 3NEKTPOCTAHLMIO
o6opynoBanu 6apxy, KOTo-
pyto noctaBunun B6113u Mo-
NMLENCKOro mMocTa.

The laying of a cable for
street lighting.

1883 photograph.

The owners of gas and
paraffin companies were
naturally opposed to elec-
tric lighting, while the
Church was against the
construction of a power-
station near the Kazan
Cathedral. That is why a
barge was fitted out as a
generating station and
moored near the Police
Bridge.

A dry cell battery, first pro-
duced by Siemens &
Halske in St Petersburg.
1860s.

In the 1880s the same
firm installed electric light-
ing systems on Nevsky
Prospekt and in the Winter
Palace.

Beiwe cripaBa. AHU4KOB
MocT. C OTKPbITKM Havana
XX BeKa.

Below right. Anichkov

Bridge. From an early
20th-century postcard.

shops and streets of Paris, where it be-
came known as “la lumiere russe” — “Rus-
sian light”... In London electric “candles”
were used to illuminate the Thames em-
bankment.

In Russia the first proper electrical out-
door lighting appeared in 1879: twelve elec-
tric lampposts designed by the architect Cae-
sar Cavos were installed on Alexander II
(now Liteiny) Bridge. The St Petersburg civ-
il servant Sergei Svetlov recorded in his di-
ary: “From our bridge in the evening a won-
derful spectacle appeared: along all the em-
bankments of the Neva endless even strings
of lamps extended and in the distance their
lights merged into a single thread that always
trembled and shimmered, and when the Ne-
va was calm, a long, narrow needle descend-
ed from each lamp into the water. ... Among

CTpOHTEIBCTBO [EHTPAIBHBIX STEKTPUIEC-
KMX CTaHIMN 3aBepIIMIOCh K kKonny XIX se-
kxa Ha OG6BojHOM Kanase, HoBropopckoii
yIune 1 Ha HaGepexHoi peku POHTAHKM.
Haganoch IuiaHOMEpHOE BHEAPEHHE 3JIEK-
TPHYECTBA B IOBCEHEBHYIO KU3Hb, K HAYAJTy

this living golden threads and beads there
shone with a white, immobile light the row
of lamps by the palaces — this was the first
electricity in St Petersburg. But still every-
where gas lamps were burning and their liv-
ing flame dropped at one moment due to
the wind and flared up again the next.”

On Nevsky Prospekt the first electric
lamps were installed by the firm Siemens &
Halske in December 1883. To the astonish-
ment of those who witnessed it, the conical
lamps on tall posts lit up instantly without
the help of lamplighters. A year later they
appeared on the neighbouring streets as
well. They were fed from the city’s first elec-
tric power station, installed on a barge by
the Police Bridge over the River Moika. In
1887 the same firm constructed a power
plant inside the Winter Palace that supplied
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XX Beka 3JEKTPUIECTBO OCBEMIANO BCE TIAB-
Hbl€ yauibl cronunbl. Hakanyne IMepsoii Mu-
posoii BoitHbl B Ilerep6ypre HACYUTHIBATIOCH
13 950 ynumunbix donapeit: 3020 snrexkTpude-
cxux, 2505 KepocHHOBBIX, 8425 ra30BbIX.

ExxeHeBHO Ha CMEHY €CTECTBEHHOMY
JTHEBHOMY CBETY HMPHUXOJAMI MCKYCCTBEHHBII
BedepHuii. COTHM OTHEl co3aBaIm 0cobyIo
atmocdepy. C HacTyrieHrneM TeMHOTHI Ile-
TepOypr GyATO GBI HA/IEBAT CBOM BEYEPHUIL
HapsJ| C MOJOKEHHBIMU K CJIyJalo yKpaiie-
HUAMU, OHH CBEPKAIH U HEPETUBATHCD.
CBEeTHINCH OKHA JIBIDKYIUXCSI TPAMBAERB, TO-
pe/m bapbl IEPBBIX ABTOMOOMIIEH U aBTOOY-
COB, MEJIbKAJIM FOPOZCKAs PeKJaMa U IBET-
HbIE OTHU YBECEIHTEIbHBIX 3aBEJCHUI.
CaeT majiast U3 OKOH JIOMOB C TPAJAUIMOHHBI-
vu st Ilerep6ypra GONBIIIMU CTEKIAMEI
nouTu 6e3 neperietos. M, KoneyHo, ceeTu-
JIUCH neTepoyprckue GoHapH, U3SIIHbIE U
HEMOBTOPUMBIE. YIUBUTEILHO, YTO OHH
KpaiiHe peJIKO NPUBJICKAIU BHUMAHUE XY-
JIO’KHUKOB M B TOPOJCKHUX TIEH32)KaX OKa3bl-
BAJICH JINOO HA BTOPOM IUTAHE, IUOO BBICTY-
A B POJIU 3JIEMEHTA JIEKOPAUi. A BOT B
1103311 NeTepOyprckuil (poHaAph — eBa JIn
HE OTAEJbHBIA mepcoHax. Hampuwmep, y
Anexcanjipa bioka oHM Bcex paHroB, U «Ka-
YAIOTCS», M «MEPIAIOT», U «MUTAIOT», HX
«yOeTalomMiA PS> CIUBACTCS B «KEJITHIE IO~
JIOCBI», 6POCast «CBETILIA U YIIOPHBIH JIyu».

ITerep6yprckuii aureparop Msan Msr-
JIEB HAMCaJl POMAaHC, YacTO 3BYYaBIIUHA B
TOCTUHBIX:

12,000 bulbs in the rooms of the palace and
56 arc lamps in the courtyard.

Central electricity stations were construct-
ed by the end of the nineteenth century on
the Obvodny Canal, Novgorod Street and
the Fontanka embankment. The systematic
introduction of electricity into daily life
began. By the early 1900s it was being used to
light all the capital’s main streets. On the
eve of the First World War there were
13,950 street lights in St Petersburg: 3,020
electrical ones, 2,505 paraffin lamps and
8,425 gas lamps.

Each evening the fading natural daylight
was replaced by artificial lighting. Hundreds
of lights created a special atmosphere. As
darkness fell St Petersburg put on its evening
dress with the adornments appropriate for
the occasion, glittering and shimmering. The
windows of moving trams glowed; the head-
lights of the first cars and motor buses shone
out; advertisements and the coloured lights
of places of entertainment flashed. Light
came from the windows of buildings with
St Petersburg’s traditional large windows with
few panes. And of course, it came from the
city’s unique and elegant streetlamps. It is

Donapuru-cyoapuru,

Crascumexa 6vL me,

Umo sudeau, Wmo cAsuants

B nounoit 6o muwiune?

ATy IPOCTYIO MEJIOJUIO C HE3ATEIINBBIM
TEKCTOM HAIleBA BECh TOPOX — OT MOJIOJOM
6eOMBENKH O CBETCKOT'O IOBECHI, OT
JOHOW GAapBINIHU JI0 IMAPMAaHIIUKA, OHA CTa-
Ja UCTHUHHO IeTePOYypPrCKUM TOPOACKUAM
(oILKIOPOM U JOKUIA IO HAIIUX JTHEIl:

Donapuru-cyoapurxu

Topam cebe, zopam.

Ymo euodeau, ¥mo cAbUUAIU —

O mom ne 2osopsim! M

astonishing that they very rarely attracted the
attention of artists and in urban landscapes
they appeared either in the middle ground or
else were used as coulisses. By contrast in po-
etry the St Petersburg streetlight is almost a
character in its own right. In Alexander
Blok’s work, for example, they are of all ranks
and “sway”, “twinkle” and “wink”, their “re-
ceding row” merges into “yellow strips”, cast-
ing a “bright, persistent ray”.

The St Petersburg writer Ivan Miatlev
wrote a song that was often performed in
drawing-rooms:

Street lights, fine and bright,

Won't you tell to me,

What in the quiet of the night

You did hear and see?

The simple tune with unsophisticated
lyrics was taken up by the entire city from
young seamstresses to society playboys, from
the daughters of nobles to organ-grinders. It
became a real piece of St Petersburg’s urban
folklore and survived down to the present:

Street lights, fine and bright,

In the dark they glow.

What they hear and see at night

Only they will know. m

HuKonbckuit cobop.

C OTKpbITKKM Havana

XX BeKa.

B 1910-x rogax nosctoay
B LeHTpe lNeTepbypra no-
SABUNNCH CTONGbI C HATSHY-
ThIMU 3NIEKTPUYECKUMM
npoBOAaMMU, a B 1aMMoY-
Kax nosisunacb Bonbdpa-
MoBas HWUTb. Jnwb B
1918—1920 rogax ropoj
norpyauacs Bo TbMy: Mno-
BCIOZly Liap1na paspyxa.

The St Nicholas Cathedral.
From an early 20th-century
postcard.

In the 1910s lampposts
connected by electrical
cables appeared every-
where in the centre of

St Petersburg and the
bulbs now had tungsten
filaments. Only in the
years 1918—20 was the
city plunged back into
darkness in the post-
revolutionary shambles.



