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Bentley, the boys, Bond
and great expectations

Katepuna UHHOYEHTE/ by Caterina INNOCENTE

«B omnowenuu mawur. borno
npudeprcusancs camolx
KoHcepeamuenvix 63218006. Ewe
6 1933 200y on mpuobpen 00ny
u3 nocreornux mooenet Bentley,
noumu 1oy, ¢ mypéonaddysom
Amxepem Buswepe. Bero eotiny
OHa NPOCMOANA 8 HAOEHCHOM
mecme, u Kaxrcowvlil 200 ee
ocmampusan OvleUUTL MeXaHUK
¢ 360006 ,, benmau*, pabomasuuii
8 eapasice nenooasexy om 0oma
bownoa 6 Yencu; smom cmapux
OMMHOCUNCA K MAUUNE

C PeBHOCTIHBIM BHUMAHUEM .

An Javxacmep Demune
«Kasuno ,, Pousian“»

“Bond’s car was his only personal
hobby. One of the last of the 4/>litre
Bentleys with the supercharger

by Amherst Villiers, he had bought
it almost new in 1933 and had
kept it in careful storage through
the war. It was still serviced every
year and, in London, a former
Bentley mechanic, who worked

in a garage near Bond’s Chelsea
Jlat, tended it with jealous care.
Bond drove it hard and well

and with an almost sensual
pleasure.”

Ian Fleming, Casino Royale
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Il epBoriamkn KOJUIEKIMOHNPYIOT Map-
KH ¢ u1opoii 1 payHOI WIM MOHETBI U3 K-
30THUYECKNUX cTpaH. Bmobiennsie B Poccuio
MHOCTPAHIIbI — MOAJEIbHbIE NKOHBI U (pap-
¢opoBble macxanbHble fAina. MHTemmren-
Tl U K HAM IPUMKHYBIIHE COOUPAOT (a-
MIIbHbIe Oubmoreku. Ilireitbou Kosurek-
IIMOHUPYIOT HEJOCTYITHBIX KPACABUII, A T€
TOJIAMU COOMPAIOT TY(EJTbKH Ha BBICOKHMX
KabJyKax, IT0O BO3MOXXHOCTH OT MaHoJ0
brananka. YTo KacaeTcs peTpo-aBTOMOOH-
JIef, TO HE3aBUCHUMO OT IPUCTPACTHI KOJI-
JIEKIIMOHUPOBATh UX MOTYT IIO3BOJIUTD cebe
TOJIBKO I10-HACTOSIIEMY GOraTble JIOJU.
Oco6eHHO KOTia peyb UAET O JIET€HIAPHBIX
anmmiickux Bentley, cobpannbpix ¢ 1919 no
1931 rox: gake camMbI I€IE€BBIN U3 HUX CTO-
uT 6e3yMHbBIX JgeHer — oT 600 Thicad aHmIHi-
ckux ¢QyaToB. «Ho, kKak Bcerma, meno He
TOJIBKO B JIEHBIAX, — YIBIOASICH, TOBOPHUT JH-
apo Maxlwmn, o6adaTenbHBIH MOTIAHAEIT
JIET MECTUAECATH, Ybsl KOJUIEKIINS aBTOMO-
6wIIeil ceroiHa cOCTOUT U3 Tpex Bentley u
nsatu Rolls-Royce’oB. — Bunaraxnsie Bentley —
ABTOMOOWJIN JUIsSI SKCIICHTPHUKOB, YBJICYCH-
HO Kojecsimux 1o sBcemy mupy. K cBoum
ABTO MBI OTHOCHMCS HE KaK K MY3€HHbIM 9KC-
IIOHATaM, a KaK K IIOJIHOLIEHHOMY CPEACTBY
nepeasmwkenusd. Hacrosmee cgactbe obia-
JaHUS IPUXOJUT 32 PYJIeM».

S Bepio DHAPIO HA CJIOBO: CYACTDS, KOTO-
poe MPUXOANT 32 PyJeM, MHE HE TIOHATH —
y MEHsI HET IpaB, Jla U 3a PyJab s HUKOIJA

'Young schoolchildren collect stamps with
flora and fauna on them or coins from exotic

countries. Foreigners in love with Russia go
for fake icons and porcelain Easter eggs. In-
tellectuals and those who associate with them
put together family libraries. Playboys collect
hard-to-get beauties, who themselves spend
years collecting high-heeled shoes, prefer-
ably designed by Manolo Blahnik. As for vin-
tage cars, irrespective of tastes, only really
rich people can afford to collect them. That
is especially true of the legendary English
Bentleys assembled between 1919 and 1931:
even the cheapest of them costs a fortune -
from 600,000 pounds upwards.

“But, as ever, it’s not just a question of
money,” says a smiling Andrew MacGill, an
engaging Scotsman of about sixty, whose car
collection presently consists of three Bentleys
and five Rolls-Royces. “Vintage Bentleys are
cars for eccentrics, driving enthus ally
around the whole world. We regard our
motor cars not as museum exhibits, but as a
regular means of transport. The real joy of
ownership comes behind the wheel.”

I take Andrew at his word: the joy that
comes form being behind the wheel is some-

CneBa. Mepen cambim
oTbe3aom u3 Envceen
MNanac Otens — rpynnoson
CHUMOK Ha npoLiaHue.
JHapto Maklnn —
nepBbli cnpasa.

Left. Just before leaving
the Eliseev Palace Hotel,
a group photograph for
the road. Andrew MacGill
is the first on the right.

Hwuxe. MNMon BeepxuueH
C XeHow B Poccun

He NepBbli pa3: OHK
y¥e y4yacTBoBanu

B 671aroTBOPUTENIbHOM
pannu «K 300-netuio
MNeTtepbypra»,
OpraHvW3oBaHHOM

Ero Koponesckum
BbicoyecTBOM MpuHLIEM
ManKnoMm KeHTCK1M.

Below. Paul Veerhuijzen
and his wife have been

to Russia before: they took
part in the charity rally
marking the 300th an-
niversary of St Petersburg
that was organized

by HRH Prince Michael

of Kent.

Bbiwe. IHapto Makmnn,
MUJIIMOHED Ha MEHCUM,
C PYCCKOWM eHow Munnu
(/lloamunon).

CneBa. dHApIO
[IeMOHCTpUpyeT dpoTorpady
MoTOop 8-1UTPOBOM
MaxMHbl.

Above. Andrew MacgGill,
retired millionaire,

with his Russian-born
wife Milly (Liudmila).
Left. Andrew shows
the photographer

the engine of the 8-litre
monster.
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He cagmiack. Ho To, uTto MoTOpBI, coGpan-
Hble B 20-€ TO/bI IIPONIIOTO BEKA, U CETOHSA
C JIETKOCTBIO OOECIIEYNBAIOT CKOPOCTD
g0 150—160 km1oMeTpOB B Yac, BleYaTIsAET
JlKe MEeHsl.

«IIpaBja, Ha 6PUTAHCKUX JOPOTAX HA Ta-
KOM CKOPOCTH JIydIlle He e3[UTh — mTpada
HE MIHOBATh, — XauyeTca JHapio. — K To-
My ;Ke pasBe y Hac goporu? He ycreems pa-
30THATHCS XOPOIIEHEYKO, A JOPOTa YKE 3a-
KOHYMJIACD!»

B TIlerep6ypr ODHApPIO HPHUKATHI Ha
8-murposom Bentley Criclewood c6opku
1931 ropa. «9ToT aBTOMOGUIIB 51 IPUOGPEIT
12 ner mazax y moero japyra, M3BECTHOTO
aHmIMiickoro xosueknuoHepa Pera Ilapke-
pa,— pacckaspiBaeT Maklwin. — K coxae-
Huo, Per 3acTps Ha MocieAHEM TUT-CTOIIE
BBICOKO B Hebecax».

8-mutpoBeix Bently 6b110 M3roToBICHO
Bcero 100 mryk. IlepBble M3 HUX MOCTYNIH-
s B ipozaxy B 1930 roxy, B artoreii ¢puHan-
cosoro kpuanca. C 06BaToM GUPKHU CIIPOC
Ha JIOPOTHE — MYCTh U BEJIMKOJICITHBIC — aB-
TOMOOGIUIN CHUTBHO yI1a1. OJHO TOJIBKO MIAC-
cu 8-murposoro Bentley crouno okono
2000 dynTos, a yxe B Hog6pe 1931 rona
komnanus Bentley Motors nomuia ¢ MOJOT-
Ka 1 ObL1a KymieHa ¢pupmoit Rolls-Royce 3a
125 275 ¢yHTOB CTEPANHTOB.

«M3 3024 Bentley, cMOHTPOBAHHBIX IO
1931 rozx BKIIOYNTETBHO, COXPAHUIOCH OKO-
0 1500 3K3eMIIAPOB. Y KakAOTO U3 3THUX

thing I cannot understand — I don’t have a
driving licence and I have never sat in the dri-
ver’s seat in my life. But the fact that motors
assembled in the 1920s can still today easily
produce a speed of 150-160 kilometres an
hour impresses even me.

Andrew arrived in St Petersburg in an 8-
litre Bentley Cricklewood assembled in 1931.
“I bought this car twelve years again from my
friend, the well-known English collector Reg
Parker,” MacGill explained. “Sadly Reg has
since gone to the great pit-stop in the sky.”

Only a hundred 8&litre Bentleys were ever
made. The first of them went on sale in 1930,
at the peak of the financial crisis. Following
the collapse of the Stock Exchange, the
demand for expensive - albeit magnificent —
cars dropped abruptly. In November 1931, a
matter of months after the launch of the new
model, Bentley Motors Ltd was sold at auc-
tion and acquired by Rolls-Royce for 125,275
pounds sterling.

“Of the 3,024 Bentleys assembled up to
and including the year 1931, some 1,500
have survived. Each of those thoroughbred
high-speed vehicles has its own pedigree and
a host of fascinating tales in stock,” Andrew

MIOPOANCTBIX CKOPOCTHBIX ABTOMOOMICH
CBOSL POJIOCTIOBHAsE M Kyda 3aHMMAaTEJIbHbIX
HUCTOPUIA B 3arace, — NPOJOLKAET JHJPIO. —
Hanpumep, Moii 8-1uTpoBblii Bo BpeMs Bro-
PpOii MUPOBOU BOIHBI OBLT IIEPEOOOPYAOBAH
B KapeTy ,,CKOpoif moMonu“».

JIOKyMEHTAIIO Ha KaX[bIii aBTOMOOWID
MOKHO TIOTTy9UTh B 6putanckoM Bentley Dri-
vers Club. 9nzapro Maklin asasercs ero
wienoM ¢ 1978 roxa. Kiy6 nocrosinuo opra-
HU3yeT palT U eXerofnHsle concours d'elé-
gance (mocjiesHuE JUIsT aBTOMOOMIEH — Kak
ITOKa3aTeJIbHbIC BBICTYIUICHUS JUISI (PUTYPH-
CTOB). «MoOUM CIe/lyIOIIM CEPLE3HBIM ITyTe-
mectsueM Oyzrer iobwreitnoe pawmn Ila-
pmk—TIlexum: 8 2007 rogy eMy MCIOTHUTCS
100 net»,— penurca wianamu Juapio. CBoi
comuHbIA 8-muTpoBbIil Bentley on cunraer
caMOl MOAXOJSIIEN MOJEbIO JUIS JUINTE b
HBIX IyTemecTsril: «d nmprobpern ero, xorza
cobupaics B Kuraii».

B Kwuraii Torga muctep Maklumr Tak no-
YeMy-To 1 He momai, 3ato B 1996 roxy om
Ipoexasl Ha CBoeM aBToMobure Bcio Hopse-
THIO JIO CAMOM CEBEPHOU €€ TOUKM — MbICA
Hopaxkan 3a IloaspubiM kpyrom u 6Jaro-
MOJIy4HO BepHyJca B Aumuio. Tyt pasrosop,
caMo cOOOI, 3aXOUT O OTOJIE: KAK, MOJI, BbI
TaM, B OTKPBITBIX MAIIMHAX 1O OTKPLITBIM
Heb60oM? OKazbIBaeTCs, BCE TPOCTO — HA IO-
TOJly JIydIlie He OOpaImaTh BHUMAHUS: «Y ca-
moro IleTep6ypra MblI monaiu Noj, CUIbHbIH
rpax. Ha mporHosnl oco6eHHO mosiaraThest

continues. “My 8-litre Bentley, for example,
was converted into an ambulance during the
Second World War.”

Documentation on each vehicle can be
obtained from the British Bentley Drivers
Club. Andrew MacGill has been a member
since 1978. The club regularly organizes
rallies and annual concours d’elégance (the
automotive equivalent of a demonstration
performance for figure-skaters). “My next
serious journey will be the jubilee Paris-
Peking Rally. It will have its 100th anniversary
in 2007,” Andrew explains. He considers his
strongly-built 8-litre Bentley the most suitable
model for long journeys. “I bought it when I
was intending to go to China.”

Back then Mr MacGill did not make it to
China for some reason. On the other hand,
in 1996 he drove this car right the length of
Norway, to its northernmost point, the North
Cape, and brought it safely back to Britain. .
On that note the conversation inevitably
turns to the weather: how did you manage
there in an open-topped car? It turns out the
best thing is just to ignore the weather.

Andrew and Milly (Ludmilla) MacGill
have brought a group of friends from the

CBOI0 MacTepcKyto

Po6uH XapKypT-CMUT OTKpbIN
B 300-neTHem ambape

Ha nonnyTtu Mmexay JIoHAoOHOM
1 Bpucronem.

Robin Harcourt-Smith opened
his workshop in a 300-year-old
barn halfway between London
and Bristol.

3Hapto Maklunn cnacaetcs OT rpaja,
HaTsHYB crieLuanbHyto KypTKy, Wiem
N OYKM «<KOHCEPBbI».

Andrew MacGill protects himself from
the hail in a special coat, helmet and
driving goggles.

Supplo-MarFuna R

C aBTOPOM CTaTbM.

Andrew MacGill with
Caterina Innocente.

Ha cnepytowwii rog

[OnpK JInHaeH6epr cobu-
paetcsi B ABCTpanuio:
TamolHuit Bentley Drivers
Club opraHusyet pannu ot
no6epexbsa Ao No6epexbs.

Next year Dirk Lindenberg
is planning to go to Aus-
tralia. The local Bentley
Drivers Club there is
organizing an impressive
coast-to-coast rally.

KaK Kynutb bentley

1. He noKynawnTe nepBylo e MalluHy, KoTopas BaM
rnonajeTcs: BHUMaTeNbHOEe U3y4eHne abCoNtoTHO
Heo6xo0aAMMO.
2. ECTb HECKOJIbKO PEryNapHbIX MEPOMPUATUN,
rfie MOXHO HaBEeCTU CNpaBKK O BUHTaxHbIX Bentley:
m okono 300 Bentley exxerogHo cbesxatotcs

Ha «CMOTPWHbI», OpraHn3yemble GPUTAHCKUM

the Bentley Drivers Club;
m the Luis Vuiton Concours d’Elégance

B NnoHAoHcKoM Hurlingam Club;
m the Goodwood Festival of Speed;
M roHKM B Jle-MaHe.
3. KHUra, KOTopyto CTOWUT NpoYecTb:

Michael Hay, Bentley: the Vintage Years.

Publisher: Dalton Watson Fine Books.

ISBN: 0901564265
4. O6palaiTech B Bentley Drivers Club: www.bdcl.org.
5. MpoBepsanTe BUHTaXHble Bentley, NOMHS 0 TOM, 4TO
6bIBaIOT MNOAAENKM: MOCTApanTECh YCTAHOBUTL UCTOPUIO
NpoAaHHOro BaM aBTOMOGMAS M NoNbITanTech
CBSI3aTbCs C €r0 MPEXHUM BNaieNbLieM, YTOGbI y3HaTb
noéorsbLue.
6. He nymaiiTe, 4TO C MOKYMNKOM aBTOMOGWASA TpaTbl
3aKOHYMNIUCL: CTapUHHAs MalluHa TpebyeT
NOCTOSAHHOrO BHUMaHMS U KBanMpULMPOBaHHOIrO
06CNyKMBaHWS.
7. W, HakoHeL, nocneaHee no nopsiaky, Ho He No
BaXKHOCTU: Balll BUHTaXKHbIM Bentley — aT0 He npocTo
XOpoLlee BNOXKEHUE AEHET, NONb3YNTECh UM
1 Nony4yamnTe OT 3TOro yA0BONLCTBME!

1. Do not buy the first car you see: research
is everything.
2. Check out the vintage Bentleys at the classy Con-
cours d’Elégance:
m some 300 Bentleys turn up every year
at the Bentley Drivers Club event
that rotates between beautiful stately homes;
= the Luis Vuiton Concours d’Elégance
at Hurlingam Club in London;
= the Goodwood Festival of Speed;
m the Le Mans Classic.
3. A good read:
Michael Hay, Bentley: the Vintage Years.
Publisher: Dalton Watson Fine Books.
ISBN: 0901564265
4. Contact the Bentley Drivers Club www.bdcl.org
5. Be aware of forgers and fakes: check on the history
of the car that’s being sold to you and try to contact its
previous owner to find out more.
6. Expect to spend some more money on the car
having bought it — antique cars require constant
maintenance.
7. Last but not least, your vintage Bentley is not just
a smart investment: use it and enjoy it!
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He npuxoaurcs. [lraBHOE — uMeTh ¢ coboi
nuieM 1 ouku. — Sl neyBepenHo KuBaio roJio-
Bol. — K TOMY e II0X0¥ morojs! He GbIBa-
eT — OBIBACT TOJBKO MOJOOpPAHHAS HE IO
MIOTOJIC OJCKAA, — C UYNCTO OPUTAHCKUM
1IoMopoM gpo6asisger mucrep Maxlwmr —
MecTta 14 4EMOJAHOB B TaKUX aBTOMO-
OUIAX TOKE MUHUMYM, IO3TOMY IIPUXOAUT-
Cs TPUBBIKATH MYTEIIECTBOBATDH HAJETKE».
A cHoBa, M eme 6Gonee HEyBEPEHHO, KU-
Bal0... 3aTe€M MBI WJIEM Ha yIHIly (poTorpa-
¢uposaTbcsa Ha PoHe 8-TUTPOBOI MAXHIHEI.
«YIpaBIAThH CTAPUHHBIM ABTOMOOWJIEM HE
TaK IMPOCTO, KaK KaxeTcs. Jlaxe OMbITHBIM
BOJUTENSM, OTJINYHO CIPABISIONIMCS
C COBPEMEHHBIMH MalllMHAMH, HY;KHO Bpe-
M1, 9TOOBI K HEMY IPUHOPOBUTBCS». S 1 He
nperenayio... Ho 9uapio nacrausaer: «Ilo-
cuJ XOTs Obl 32 pysieM!»

Auapio u Muwwum (Jiogvuna) Maxlvuo
npusesnu B IleTepOypr KoMmaHuio apysei
u3 Hunepraannos. Psagom c aBTomo6miem Mu-
crepa Maxlwuia y Bxoga B Emcees Ilamac
Oreb MpUMAapKOBaHbI €IIe ABA aHITMHCKIX
KPACaBIla, YyTh ITOCEPEBIIMX OT PYCCKOM
nopoxxHoi s 4 1/9 -murpossiit Bentley
1928 roga u 4 1/9-murposstit Blower Bentley
1929 ropa. CambIM npuBIEKaTEIbHBIM Ka-
sxercsa 4 /o -1iTpoBbIit Blower: jaxe He pas-
6upasch B MOTOpPax, TPYAHO HE OLICHUTD IIpa-
BUJIbHbIE ITPOIIOPITIH 3TOIO aBTOMOOUIISA, HE
3amISA/IETHCS Ha PKOE IIBETOBOE IIATHO Opu-
TAHCKOTO (py1ara Ha €ro OOKy...

Netherlands to St Petersburg. Parked along-
side Mr MacGill’s car by the entrance to the
Eliseev Palace Hotel are two more dark green
English beauties, turned slightly grey by
a coating of dust from the Russian roads:
a 1928 4 Vg-litre Bentley and a 1929
4 1/9 -litre Blower Bentley.

Immediately after the photo-session, the
Bentleys scatter pedestrians with the piercing
sound of their horns and head off for Tallinn.
I meanwhile devoted the weekend to Walter
Owen Bentley — a born engineer-constructor
and a tireless perfectionist, who set himself
the goal early last century of building “a fast
car, a good car, and the best in its class”. The
first 3-litre Bentley, with a winged emblem on
its bonnet and a 65-horse-power, 4-cylinder,
16-valve engine, was assembled in October
1919. The test drive was a success and the
press, too, played its part: Sammy Davis, the
publisher of the popular Autocar magazine
and an enthusiastic regular visitor to the
workshop just off Baker Street in London,
commended the vehicle to all and sundry.
Today, almost a hundred years later, I hear
the same sort of sincere praise from one of
England’s best restoration mechanics, Robin

Blower Bentley upka
JInHOeH6epra: Takow xe
aBTOMOOGWb «NoAapuI»
cBoeMy xenmcy boHay
nucatenb AH PAEMUHT.

Dirk Lindenberg’s Blower
Bentley: the author lan
Fleming made his hero
James Bond the owner of
a car like this.

Bentleys belong to one
of three categories: Vin-
tage — those made in
Walter Owen Bentley’s
time, between 1919
and 1931; Derby -
made between 1931
and 1939, after the
company had been
bought by Rolls-Royce;
and Crewe — everything
produced between 1946
and the present day.

Asmomobunu

Bentley densimes

Ha mpu Kamezopuu:
Vintage cobparw

60 epemena Yonmepa
Oysna benmau —

¢ 1919 no 1931 200,
Derby ckonempy-
uposanwvt ¢ 1931-20 no
193941, nocae mozo xax
KOMRANUS OB
evikynaena Rolls-
Royce, a Crewe
HA3bIBANMEA 6CE, UMO
cobpanmv ¢ 1946-20 no
Ce200HAUMULL OeMD.

TexHu4yecKue xapakrepuctuku Bentley Blower'a
CHapsixXeHHast macca, Kr — 1728.
MakcumanbHasa CKopoCTb, KM/4 — 177.

[Bsuratenb:

TUN — PSAAHbIN, 4-UMNUHAPOBbLIN,

¢ HarHeTaTenewm Villiers Roots-type;

pa6oyuni o6bem, cm® — 4398;

MOLLHOCTb, /1.c. — 182.
TpaHcMUCCUS — MexaHuYecKas, 4-cTyneHyaras.
LleHa, GyHTbl CTEPNIMHIOB:

HOBOro aBTOMOGUAS B Nepuoj Bbinycka — 1.475;

cerogHs — 500.000.
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Cpazy nocie coemkn Bently, nyras npoxo-
JKUX, IPOH3UTEIBLHO CUTHAIAT KJIAKCOHAMU U
pa3BopauyuBalOTCA B HanpasieHny TaumHa,
a s MOCBSINAI0 CBOM BbIXOAHBIE Yourepy Oy-
5HY beHTm — MHXEeHepy-KOHCTPYKTOPY OT
60ra 1 HEyTOMHUMOMY I€P(MEKINOHICTY, B Ha-
Yyaje IMPONUIOrO BeKa 3/IABMIEMYCS IETbIO
«IIOCTPOUTH OBICTPBIA M KaYECTBEHHBINA aB-
TOMOOWIIb, JIYUIIUH CPEJU MAIlUH CBOETO
Kimacca». llepserii 3-murposeii Bentley, ¢
KpbUIaTOI aMOIeMOll Ha KarmoTe U 65-crumb-
HBIM JiBUTATEEM C 4 mumHApamu 1 16 xa-
naHaMu, cobpamu B okTsiope 1919 roxa. Tect-
JIPAiiB IPOIIEJT YCIEIIHO, Jia U IIPecca ChIrpa-
sa coo poiab: Cammu /[lpBuc, usmarenn
IIONY/ISIPHOTO JKYpPHaIa Autocar m BOCTOP-
JKEHHBIM 3aBcerzaTail JIOHJOHCKOM MacTep-
ckoli Ha belikep-cTpuT, pacxsainsas aBTOMO-
6w1b HattpaBo 1 HateBo. Cerogus, mouru 100
JIET CIyCT$I, MHE TaK K€ NCKPEHHE PacXBaJIN-
BAET €TO OAWH U3 JIyJIITIX MEXaHUKOB-PECTaB-
patopoB Anmmu Po6un Xapkypt-CMur:
«9TU COOpaHHBIC BPYYHYIO ABTOMOOMIN —
HACTOSIINE IPOU3BE/ICHIUS ICKYCCTBA!»

Jlist JIydiero oHUMAaHMS TPEAMETa 5 TYT
JK€ MBICJIEHHO CPABHHUBAIO BUHTAXKHDIN
Bentley ¢ My»KCKHMM KOCTIOMOM, CIIHUTBIM
BPYYHYIO HEAIlOJUTAHCKMMU IIOPTHBIMU.
Bot Tenepp gaxke AyX 3aXBaTbIBAET: pydHasl
paboTa, 4epT modepu, Ja ele KaKoro ypos-
Ha! «/laxke IO COBpPEMEHHBIM IIPEACTABJIE-
HISIM XaPAKTEPUCTUKU TPEXTIUTPOBOTO JABU-
rarens Bentley Becbma BreuaTrsior. /JIpura-

Harcourt-Smith: “These hand-made cars are
real works of art!”

To better understand the subject, I imme-
diately compare a vintage Bentley in my
mind with a man’s suit hand-sewn by
Neopolitan tailors. It even takes your breath
away: hand-made - just imagine — and such
quality! “Even by today’s standards, the 3-litre
Bentley’s characteristics are highly impres-
sive. An engine with four valves and two
spark-plugs to a cylinder, a domed combus-
tion chamber, a cylinder head with opposite
inlet and outlet channels and an overhead
camshaft — for its time that design was
undoubtedly at the cutting-edge of technolo-
gy,” Harcourt-Smith explains. All in all, bear-
ing in mind that “great things are best seen
from a distance”, Walter Owen Bentley
accomplished his goal with a vengeance.

A taciturn and shy-looking gentleman,
W.O. was in reality a stubborn and independ-
ent character: not content with the creation
of a highly-professional design shop, he
insisted that Bentley Motors retain full con-
trol over the process of assembling its own
cars — that was, after all, the only way of ensur-
ing the quality of the end product and pro-

CneBa. BUPKKWH.
TuM BUPKKH.
CoBceMm Kak «boHp.
xenmc boHa.

Left. Birkin. Tim Birkin.
Looking like «Bond. James
Bond».

BHu3y. bapHaTto 1 BUPKUH.

Ne-MaH, 1929 rog.
EctectBEHHO, nobeaa.
Down. Barnato and Birkin.
Les Mans, 1929. Victori-
ous, naturally.

Ha dpabpuke B Kpuknsyae.
At the Crickelwood factory.

Bentley «3aHocaT» B oTenb
«CaBoW».

The victorious
Bentley being brought
into the Savoy.

Aneruuvane
nasviearu 24 waca
Jle-Mana

»MOU NOMps-
carouer 20HKoU

60 Pparnyuu .

The English
called the Le Mans
24-hours “that

ripping race

in France”.

Cnea. W.0. c nepBbIMH
«napHaMu BeHtnn»
dpaHkom KnemeHToM
(cneBa) N [IOHHK
Oaddom (cnpasa) Ha dpoHe
3-nutpoBoro Bentley,
npuLeslero nepsbiM

B Jle-MaHe B 1924 ropy.

Left. W.O. with the first
Bentley Boys, Frank
Clement (left) and Johnny
Duff (right) in front of

the 3-litre Bentley that
took first place

at Le Mans in 1924.

TEJIb C YETHIPHMS KJIAIIAHAMU U JIBYMsI CBEUa-
MU 3a)KUTaHNS Ha IVUIMHJP, KaMepoii cropa-
HUS KyIOJBHOTO THIIA, TOJOBKOH OJIOKa €
OIIIO3UTHBIMU KaHATAMU BITyCKA U BBIITyCKa
1 BEPXHUM PaCIpPEIBaTIOM — 3Ta KOHCTPYK-
LML JUISL CBOETO BPEeMEeHU ObLIa, 6€3yCI0OBHO,
BEPXOM TEXHHUYECKOI MBICTIN», — OOBIACHSIET
muctep Cvurt. f cymmaro ero mo4TUTEeNbHO:
BO-TIEPBBIX, OH MPAKTUYECKN BBIPOC CO CTa-
PUHHBIMHA MaIITHAMU (B CEpEANHE ITPOIILIO-
rO BEKa €ro MaTh 3aIPOCTO €37nIa B TOPOJ
3a IMMOKYIIKaMX HA OTHOM 13 TaKHUX AaBTOMOOH-
JIeit), a BO-BTOPBIX, B BUHTAXKHBIX Bentley on
KOIIaeTCs yxKe IOoUYTU JBaauath jet. B 300-
JIETHEM JIEPEBSIHHOM aMbape-MacTepCKOu
mwronaapio 3000 xBagparHbIxX gyroB Pobun
padoraer omuH. «Ipexaurpossiii Bentley
CTaJI TAJIOHOM JUISl BCEX BIIOCIEJCTBUAU Pa3-
PaGoTaHHBIX KOMIIaHUEH asurarteneil. Ho
caMoe TIaBHOE, YTO JIETKHE U MOCIYIIHbIE B
yIpaBJIeHNN TOHOUHbIe Bentley mpeskie Bce-
r0 OCTaBAJIVCh ABTOMOOIISIMUA HAIEKHBIMIT
1 IOJITOBEYHBIMH». B 0611em, ¢ yaeTom Toro,
YTO «BOJBIIOE BUAUTCA HA PACCTOSHBU»,
Yonrep Oyan benmin ¢ JIMXBOH BBITOTHIII
BCE CBOU OOEIAHMsI.

HeMHOroc/10BHbBIN U 3aCTEHYUBBIN C BUTY
mxkenmibmed, W. O. 6bLI Ha caMoM Jiesie ye-
JIOBEKOM YIIOPHBIM M HE3aBUCHUMBIM: HE Ke-
JTasi OCTAHABJIMBATHCSI HA CO3JAHUU BBICOKO-
podeCCUOHATBHON AU3aMHEPCKOH MacTep-
ckoif, om ocraBua 3a Bentley Motors
TTOJTHBIN KOHTPOJb HaJ IPOIECCOM COOPKHU

viding each customer with a then-unheard-of
five-year guarantee.

In 1919 the workshop moved to a plain
brick building standing on a small plot of
land acquired by the company in the out-of-
the-way north-London suburb of Crickle-
wood. By 1920 solid, although rapidly con-
structed assembly sheds had appeared there
and were being supplied by chassis from Van-
den Plas and bodywork produced to special
commissions from Bentley Motors at the H.J.
Mulliner, Park Ward, Gurney Nutting, Harri-
son and Freestone & Webb factories. The
mechanics engaged to assemble the motors
competed for professionalism, while the
small, tight-knit team of engineer-construc-
tors developed new experimental models of
the 3litre Bentley. The air in Cricklewood
was permanently electrified, like before a
thunderstorm — the factory had that distinc-
tive atmosphere of creativity that once filled
the workplaces of Michelangelo and Stradi-
varius. The only cloud on the horizon was a
shortage of money.

Happily, Bentley Motors soon acquired
the rights sort of customers: young men with
a sophisticated knowledge of cars and an

COOCTBEHHBIX aBTOMOOMIEN — BEAb TOJBKO
TaK MOXHO OBLIO TapaHTHUPOBATH (PUHAIL-
HOE Ka4eCTBO U IPEJJOCTABUTDH KAXK/JIOMY I10-
KYIaTEeJIO HECIBIXaHHYIO IO TEM BPEMEHAM
5-JI€THIOIO rapaHTHIO.

B 1919 roay macrepckas nepeexana B He-
3aMBICJIOBATOE KUPIUYIHOE 3[AHME HA He-
GOJBIIOM YJACTKE 3€MJIN, MPUOOPETEHHOMN
KOMITAaHHEH B 3aXOJyCTHOM CEBEPO-TOHIOH-
cxoM npeamecthe Kpukisyy (Cricklewood).

K 1920 roxy 3aech sxe BEIPOCIN IPOYHBIE,
XOTb U ITOCTPOEHHBIEC HA CKOPYIO PYKY, aHTa-
pBI 11 cCOOPKHM aBTOMOOMJICH, Kyaa JOCTa-
BJIsUM maccu ot Vanden Plas 1 kapkachl, us-
FOTOBJIEHHBIE IO CIEIUAIbHBIM 3aKa3aM
Bentley Motors Ha ¢abpukax H. ]J. Mulliner,
Park Ward, Gurney Nutting, Harrison u Fre-
estone & Webb. Mexanuku, 3aHrMaBIIIECs
CcOOPKOI MOTOPOB, COPEBHOBAINCH B IIPO-
(peccnonanmame, a HEGOJIBIION CILIOYEHHDII
KOJIZIEKTUB 13 HECKOJbKUX MHKEHEPOB-KOH-
CTPYKTOPOB Pa3pabaThIBaJ HOBBIE SKCIIEPH-
MEHTaTbHBIE Mojean 3-murposoro Bentley.
Bosnyx B Kpuxisyne 6bLI IOCTOSHHO Ha-
3JIEKTPU30BaH, KaK IIepes rpo3oii, — Ha (ab-
pUKe Iapuia HEMOBTOpHUMas arMmocdepa
TBOPYECTBA, KOIJA-TO HAIIOIHSBIIAS MacTep-
ckue Mukenanpkeno u Crpagusapu. Tosnbko
BOT JIEHET, KaK BCErya, He XBaTaJIo...

K cuacteio, BckopocTu y Bentley Motors
MOSIBIUINCh «IIPABUJIbHBIC» KJIHUEHTBI: 3TH
HCKYIIIEHHBIE B ABTOMOOIIIAX U OJICPKUMBIE
TOHKaMU MOJIOIbIE JIIOAU 3aKa3bIBAIN MaIllU-

obsession with racing ordered the cars for
their own use, engrossed themselves in the
process of producing their own dream racer
and, most importantly, paid the price with-
out a second thought. This was the time of
the Bentley Boys, a glamorous brotherhood
of racing drivers jovial handsome daredevils
in love with speed whose popularity was
exceeded only by the size of their bank
accounts and their own obsession. In 1921
Frank Clement brought Bentley its first race
victory at Brooklands, while in 1922 Johnny
Duff set a new lap record there. That same
year Autocar wrote of the 3-litre Bentleys that
“bursting into London from the suburban
highway, thrust their way in top gear through
an East End blocked with cars.” In 1923 the
24-hour race was held outside the French
town of Le Mans for the first time. The next
year Johnny Duff triumphed there with
Frank Clement as his partner. It was at Le
Mans that the Bentley legend was born: in
eight years of entering the race, Bentley cars
crossed the finishing line first five times.
Fascinated with the early racing successes,
Dr Dudley Benjafield, a Harley-Street bacte-
riologist and amateur racer, paid a visit on
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HBI JUIE ce0s1, C TOJIOBOI OKYHAJIHCh B IIPO-
IIeCC NPOM3BOJCTBA COOCTBEHHOM TI'OHOY-
HOIl MeYTBI, a IJIABHOE, HE pa3JyMbIBas
oruraunBaIy u3Aep:kku. Hacrynmm Bpeme-
Ha OJIMCTaTEJIbHOrO TOHOYHOIO OpaTcTBa
«[Tapun benmin» (Bentley Boys) — Bio-
GJICHHBIX B CKOPOCTDb OecHIabalHbIX Kpa-
CaBIIEB-BECEIHYAKOB, Ubs IMOMYISIPHOCTD
yCTyIaTa JUITb CyMMaM Ha UX GaHKOBCKHX
cYeTax Jla UX COOCTBEHHOU OAECPKUMOCTH.
B 1921 roay ®psux KiemeHT 3aBOEBan
Bentley nepsyio ronounyio nobexay B bpyk-
nenjce, a B 1922-m Jlxxonnu Jadd ycrano-
BIJI TaM XK€ HOBBIN PEKOPJ CKOPOCTH Kpyra.
JKypnan Autocar Toro ke roja yIoMHHAET
3-marposeie Bentley, koTopble, «BpbIBasCh B
JIoHJIOH ¢ IPHUrOPOAHOI ABTOCTPAAbI, Ha
BBICIIE IIepejadye NPOTUCKUBAINCH Yepe3
3a6uThIll aBTOMOOWIAMU McT-DHA». B 1923
rozy B Jle-Mane Brepseie nponutu 24-gaco-
BbIe TOHKN. FIMEHHO B 3TOM (ppaHITy3cCKOM
ropozke /xxonnnu Jlapdp B mape ¢ @Ppsnkom
KnemenTom B 1924 roxy opep:xamu Tpuym-
¢anbHyo mo6exy. B Jle-Mane u pojumracek
serenzia Bentley: 3a 8 jier ygacTus B aTHX
roHkax apromo6mwmu Bentley npuxomum K
¢unMIY mepBuIMH b pas.
3auHTPUTrOBAHHLIA IE€PBBIMH T'OHOYHBI-
MU ycriexamu, ¢ BusuToM Kk W. O. npuexai
jgokrop Jamm benmxadenba, Bpau-6axre-
puoJior ¢ XapJu-CTPUT U FOHIUK-TIOOUTEIb.
benmxn mpuo6pes HOBYIO 3-TUTPOBYIO ABYX-
MECTHYIO CIIOPTHUBHYIO MOJEJb, Ha KOTOPOU

W.O. “Benjy” acquired a new 3-litre two-
seater sporting model, in which together
with the journalist Sammy Davis, whom we
have already met, he scored a brilliant victo-
ry at Le Mans in 1927. The Bentley Boys
loved to go on the spree and celebrated the
success right in the streets of the town. A
week later a banquet was held in their hon-
our at the Savoy in London: after eleven
courses, to the thunder of applause and the
clink of glasses, the winning car “Old Ne7”
rolled straight into the room.

Still today champagne producers tell cus-
tomers that when they set off for a race the
Bentley Boys might easily forget some spare
part or other, but they never failed to take
along several crates of champagne. It is said
that even the British Racing Club that now
owns the Silverstone grand-prix circuit was
founded at one of Benjy’s revels.

Despite the racing successes, Bentley
Motors remained plagued by financial diffi-
culties. Things took a turn for the better,
though, in 1926, when W.O. became
acquainted with Woolf Barnato, the son of a
man who owned diamond-mines in South
Africa. Barnato junior, simple Babe to his
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Yontep OyaH BeHTtnu,

mnn W.0., KaK ero no-
npexxHemy ¢ Nto60BbI0
30BYT 3KCNEPTbI, POAWICS
B JloHJoHe 16 ceHTa6ps
1888 roaa.

B 1912 rogy Ha napy

c 6paTom beHtn
npuo6pen KoHUeccuio

Ha UMNOPT GPaHLY3CKMUX
CMOPTUBHbIX aBTOMOGUIIEN
DFP (Doriot Flandrin

and Parent) ¢ o6bemom
asuratens 2 nutpa.

Walter Owen Bentley, or
W.O. as experts still call
him with affection, was
born in London on

16 September 1888.

In 1912, together with his
brother, Bentley acquired
a concession to import
French DFP (Doriot,
Flandrin et Parent) sports
cars with 2-litre engines.

[paroLeHHbI MaTepuan U3 apxMeoB
Bentley Motors.
Historical photographs —

precious material from the Bentley
Motors archives.

) %1'
L -

~ UcTtopuyeckue potorpapumn —

Odapernnviit ocmpoin
UYMBEM HA MEXHUUECKUL
nosuecmea, W.O.
3a0YMANCA HAO CAYUATHO
YBUOEHHBIMU Ha Ppadpuke
DFP antomuruesvimu
3azo0mosKamu 6 6ude
CMAKAH0B....

A 8 1914 200y, 6 paseap
Lepsou muposou 60tinbL,
Yorce 0YOyuu setimenan-
MOM ABUAYUU, OH
npucmpous aromurue-
8vle NOPUHU 8 ABUAYUOH-
Hole dsuzamenu: 6edb
nopuens 6 dsuzamene —
mom e cmaxan... lax u
podusucy dsuzamenu, Ons
ucmpeoumenei BRI u
BR2 (Bentley Rotary One
u Bentley Rotary Two).

With his keen flair for tech-
nical innovation, W.O.
pondered on the half-fin-
ished aluminium tumbler-
shaped parts that he hap-
pened to see at the DFP
factory, and in 1914,
when the First World War
was already underway
and he was a lieutenant
in the Royal Flying Corps,
he fitted aluminium
pistons into aircraft
engines. Pistons are, after
all, tumbler-shaped.

Thus the BRI uw BR2
(Bentley Rotary One and
Bentley Rotary Two)
Jfighter engines appeared.

CneBa. lBa 4 1/, -
nuTpoBbIx Bentley Blower'a
y NuT-cTOona B A€Hb
TPEHWPOBOK.

JNe-MaH, 1930 roa.

Left. Two 4 1/5 -litre
Blower Bentleys during

a pit-stop on practice day.
Le Mans, 1930.

B I1ape C YK€ U3BECTHBIM HaM XXyPHAIHUCTOM
Cammu JIpBucom ¢ 6iaeckoM mobeaun B Jle-
Mase B 1927 rozy. Bosbime 3uaToxu Beceso-
ro BpeMsAanpenposoxaenus, Bentley Boys ot-
IIPa3JHOBAIN IOOEAy IPSMO Ha YJIHLAX TO-
POZKa, a Yepe3 HEeAEII0 UX 4YeCTBOBAIU B
goagoHckoMm orene «Caoii»: mocae 11-it
CMEHbI OJIIO/ IO/ AIUTOAUCMEHTDI U 3BOH 0O~
KaJI0B aBToMOGMIb-TpuyMdarop «Old Ne7»
BKATHJI IPSIMO B 3aT...

IIponsBoanTe M MIAMITAHCKOTO IO CUX
IIOp PACCKa3bIBAIOT KIMEHTAM, UTO, OTIIpa-
BJAACHh Ha TOHKM, 3HaMeHHuTble Bentley
Boys MorH ¢ JIerkocThio 3a0bITh YTO-TO U3
3ammyacreif, HO HECKOJIbKO SIIUKOB IIIaM-
IIAHCKOTO — HUKOTAA. JoBopsr, gaxke British
Racing Club, xoTopomy ceronss mpuHae-
KUt Tpacca «Popmyner 1» B CribBepcTo-
He, ObLI OCHOBAH B OJHOM U3 NOOEIHBIX 10~
noekx benmku...

Hecmotpsa Ha ycrexm B roHKax, Bentley
Motors TO-TIpEeXHEMY OJOJIECBATH (DPIHAHCO-
BhIe TpyrHocTy. IlpaBsa, Bce M3MEHMIOCH K
syariemy B 1926 roxy — W.O. nosnakommics
¢ Byndom bapnaro, ceiHOM Biasesblia -
MazHbIX npuuckos B IOxnoi Adpuke. bap-
HATO-MJIAJIINIA, JUIS J{py3eii monpocty beii6,
(pmHAHCHpPOBAT IPOU3BOACTBO U CTAJ IPEJ:
cejaTeseM coBeTa AUpeKkTopos. Torma xe B
xoMmmanuu Bentley Boys nosiBuics eme oguH
JKeHTIbMEHTOHIUK — beprapsa Pyoun, Ba-
JieJIeT] aBCTPATUICKOTO KEMUIY;KHOTO GU3HE-
ca. Ha 4 I/9-mrposom «Old Mother Gun»

friends, financed production and became
the chairman of the company’s board. At
that same time another gentleman racer
joined the Bentley Boys — Bernard Rubin,
the owner of an Australian pearl business.
Driving the 4l/9-litre “Old Mother Gun”
Barnato and Rubin won Le Mans in 1928.
Barnato repeated this feat in 1929 and 1930,
by now in the Speed Six, a new 6 L/o-litre
model that came out in September 1928.
The unconventional Barnato once outraced
an express train for a bet: starting from
Cannes in his tried-and-tested Speed Six
“Old Nel” he not only reached Calais, but
even managed to take the ferry to England
and drive up to his London club four min-
utes before the Blue Express pulled into
Calais station. But the British boys’ favourite
was the Nottingham baronet Sir Henry “Tim”
Birkin who had trouble adjusting to the calm
of post-war life: Birkin’s dramatic tempera-
ment had a constant need for speed, danger
and extreme sensations. Tim took racing so
seriously that he devoted all his time and
efforts to developing even faster cars - the
supercharged Blower Bentleys.

Old man Bentley was not keen on the idea

bapuaro n Py6un mo6exmaior B Jle-Mane
B 1928 roxy. bapnaTo cHoBa 1 CHOBa IOGEX-
nmaer B Jle-Mane, — B 1929 u 1930 rogax, re-
nepp yxxe Ha Speed Six Bentley, HoBoI
6 1/9-muTpOBOIT MOZENU, MOSIBUBLICHCS B
centsa6pe 1928 roga. OkcTpaBaraHTHBIN
roHIMK bapHaTo OZHAXKABI HA CIIOP OGOTHA
CKOPOCTHOM moe3y;: Bblexas 3 Kanu Ha cBo-
em nposepennom Speed Six Bentley «Old
Nel», on posneren ne Toanko jgo Kane, Ho yc-
TIeJT eTMe U JOTUIBITD /IO AHIVIH Ha ITapoMe U
MOJIPYJIFUI K CBOEMY JIOHJJOHCKOMY KJIyOy Ha
yeTbIpe MUHYTBI paHblie, yeM «lony6oit
9KCIIpecc» NpuObLT Ha cTaHImio Kae.

Ho mobumiieM aHIMHUCKUX MaJbUMIIEK
ObLT HOTTHHTEMCKUIT GapoHer cap lenpu
(Trm) bupxus, ¢ TPyJOM NPUBBIKABIINI K
CIIOKOWCTBHIO ITIOCJIEBOEHHOM KM3HU: J[pama-
TUYEeCKOU HaType bupkuna mocrosHHo ne
XBaTaJIO CKOPOCTH, OMACHOCTU U OCTPBIX
omymenuii. K ronkam Tum oTHOCMICS Ha-
CTOJIBKO CEPhE3HO, UTO TOCBAMAT BCE CBOE
BpEeMs M CIUIBI pa3paboTKe eme 6osee CKo-
POCTHBIX MAIIMH — KOMIIPECCOPHBIX Blower
Bentley.

Crapuky benmm ugest ¢ KOMIpeccopom,
MSATKO TOBOps, HE INOHPABWIACh! KOHBKOM
W. O. Bcerma 6puia HazeXHOCTb. Ero, kax
HHKEHEepa, HTHTEPECOBAIN HE CTOJBKO CKO-
POCTBb U Pa3roH caMu 1o cebe, CKOJIBKO TO,
KaKUM CIIOCOO0M oHU jJocturammch. W. O.
HE JOINyCKaJ HACWINS HaJ MOTOpPOM, a Ha-
rHeTaTe b ObUI SIBHO HACUJILCTBEHHBIM Me-

of a supercharger, to put it mildly. W.O.’s first
concern was reliability. As an engineer he was
interested not so much in speed and acceler-
ation in themselves, as in the means by which
they were achieved. W.O. would not contem-
plate using force on a motor, and a super-
charger was clearly a way of increasing power
by brute force. But Tim, fired by the idea
of forced air, refused to give up: using his
personal charm, he obtained Woolf Barna-
to’s support, persuaded Amherst Villiers
to develop a special supercharger for the
4 1/9 -litre engine and, entering into a rela-
tionship with Lady Dorothy Paget, was not
embarrassed to ask her for money to set up a
special workshop to refit the chassis. As a
result a compromise was struck: three racing
Blowers were assembled for the 1930 Le
Mans and fifty more for sale to the public.

Today the 41/9-litre Blower, a car with the
fiery temperament of Tim Birkin, literally
drives collecting connoisseur wild. “I'll never
sell mine,” the Dutchman Dirk Lindenberg
tells me succinctly over the phone. “Out of
those fifty Blowers, some forty are still
‘among the living’,” Robin Harcourt-Smith
adds weightily.
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TOJIOM ITOBBIIIIEHUS] MOITHOCTH. J[0 3TOro Ha
Bentley Motors mpocTo yBeauduBaiu pabo-
YUii 06'bEM JBUTATEISA: 3-TUTPOBAST MAIINHA
crana 4 /9 -murposoii, zarem 6 1/9-murpo-
BOU U, HAaKOHeI], 8-TUTPOBOU — XOOBbIE Xa-
PAKTEPUCTHKU YIY4IIATHCh, 4 HAJAEKHOCTD
1 GeCHyMHOCTb JABUTATENsS OCTABATHCH
npexxuumu. Ho saropesmuiics ujeeir nax-
nysa TuM He c/jaBaics: MCIOIb3ysI BCE CBOE
JIMYHOE O06asHUEe, 3ATONYINT TTOIJIEPKKY
Bynnga bapnaro, yrosoput Amxepcra Brr-
Jlepca pa3paboTaTh CIIENUAIBHBIA KOMITPEC-
COp-HarHeTareb Ui 4 Lo ~IUTPOBOTO JIBU-
rares u, coipsach c¢ jgeau Jloporu Ilai-
JDKET, He IIOCTECHSICS IOIPOCUTHL y Hee
JIeHEr Ha OpraHu3alluIo CIEIUaIbHOI Ma-
CTEPCKOH IO IIepeobopyRoBaHuIo maccu. B
UTOTre KOMIIPOMHUCC ObUI HAl/IEH: K COPEBHO-
BaHuAM B Jle-Mane 1930 roza 66110 co6paHo
3 ronounbix Blower’a u 50 aBromoGuieit
JUIS CBOOOTHOM ITPOTAKIL.

Ceropus 4 /9 ~TUTpOBEIi Blower, aBToMO-
OIUTBb C 3WKUTATEIBHBIM TeMIepaMmeHToM Tu-
Ma bupkuHa, 6yKBaIbHO CBOJIUT C yMa ITOHU-
MAIOIUX B 3TOM TOJK KOJJIEKI[MOHEPOB.
«$I HIKOT/IA He IpojaM CBOI», — TAKOHUYHO
3asBJIET MHE 110 Tenedony routanien Jupk
JIunpen6epr. «M3 Tex nsarugecsaty Blower'os
»B XKUBBIX“ ocTanoch mTyk 40», — Becomo
nob6asnser Podun Xapkypt-Cmurt.

bupxkun, n3BecTHBI CBOUM OTTOYEHHDBIM,
JKECTKUM U arPECCUBHBIM CTUIEM BOXK/ICHUS,
CyMesl IPUHTH BTOPLIM Ha (PpaHITy3CKOM

Birkin, known for his sharp, hard, aggres-
sive driving style, managed to come second at
the French Grand Prix, and in 1932 he
amazed the public with a new lap record at
Brooklands, raising it to 135.35 miles per
hour. Despite Birkin’s professionalism as a
racing driver, his easily accelerating super-
charged Bentley not only failed ever to win
Le Mans, it never once even finished the
course. That was the beginning of the end:
the development of ever more sophisticated
automobiles demanded constant injections
of money, while there were no profits in
prospect. Barnato was unwilling to contem-
plate further losses, while the coming of the
depression cast a total shadow over the future
not only of supercharged Bentleys, but of the
company as a whole.

Perfectionists like W.O. never become mil-
lionaires, but the legends they create invari-
ably go down in history. History that, like
everything else, can be bought and sold: in
1998 the British Rolls-Royce car-making
operation (80% of whose sales were under
the Bentley marque at that time) was bought
up by the German Volkswagen AG. In 2001
the concern launched some new ambitious

Ipan-npy, a B 1932 roxy ynusui ny6/mKy HO-
BBIM PEKOPJIOM CKOPOCTHU Kpyra B bpykian-
nce, mopuss ee 10 135,35 mum B yac. Hecmo-
TP Ha IpodeCcCHOHAIM3M bupknHa-roHmy-
Ka, €ro JIETKU Ha Pa3roH KOMIIPECCOPHBI
Bentley He TObKO HUKOTIZA HE ObUI IIEPBBIM
B Jle-Mamne, HO Jjaske HM pasy He PUHUIIIPO-
BaJI. DTO CTAJIO HAYAJIOM KOHIIA: pa3paboTKH
Bce Gosee yCOBEPHICHCTBOBAHHBIX ABTOMO-
6rtelt TpeGOBAIN MOCTOSHHBIX JIEHEKHDBIX
BJIOKECHHH, a MPUOBIIBIO U He Maxuio. bapHa-
TO TIOCYUTAT HEBO3MOKHBIM ITPOJIOJIKATD Te-
PATDH JeHbIU, a (PMHAHCOBLIA KpaX M BOBCE
IIOCTABIJI JKUPHYIO TOUYKy Ha OyAylmleM He
TOJILKO KOMIIpeCCOPHBIX Bentley, HO 11 koM-
nanny B nenoM. Ilerrascs cmactu Bentley
Motors Limited, pacrepsauanbiii W.O. pac-
IIPOJIaJI BCE UMYIIECTBO, BKIIOYAs COOCTBEH-
HbIH aBToMOOmIb. Iloske Rolls-Roys orura-
I Bce goaru Yonrepa OysnHa bentm n
MIPE/UIOKIJI €My BBITOJHBI KOHTPAKT Ha
gyeTsIpe roga. Ho, kak TOBOPST CTapuKH, BCe
3TO OBLIO YKe HE TO...

ITepdexnmonuctel, mogob6ueie W.O., HI-
KOIZa HE CTaHOBATCSA MUJUIMOHEpPAMU, HO
CO3JJaHHbIE MU JIEF€H/Ibl HEIIPEMEHHO BXO-
a4t B ucropuio. Mcropuio, koropas, Kak 1
BCE OCTAJILHOE, IIPOJIACTCS U IOKYIIAeTCA: B
1998 roxy 6puranckmii Rolls-Roys (80 mpo-
LIEHTOB €0 IPOJAXK TOI/A IPUXOANIOCH HA
Mapky Bentley) 6511 CheieH HEMEITKIM KOH-
nepaoM Volkswagen, xoTopsrit 8 2001 rony
BBRINYCTUJI Ha Tpaccy B Jle-Mane HOBBIX

Bentley Boys onto the Le Mans track... But
their ambitions were quite different, com-
mercially oriented ones.

As for the admirers of the original Bent-
leys, they came together to form a club as far
back as 1936. Today its honorary members
include His Highness Prince Michael of
Kent. I happened to be presented to him. To
be honest, there was nothing particularly to
talk to the Prince about then: he was kind
enough to praise the production of Don Gio-
vanniat La Scala; I invited him to the Taleon
Club to look at the interiors. Later, at a
reception in the Konstantinovsky Palace,
the Prince spoke about his “Russian” charity
rally last year in which fifteen vintage Bent-
leys took part. At the time I listened more
out of respect than interest. Now, though,
I know that the first member of the British
royal family to get behind the wheel of
a Bentley was Prince Michael’s father -
George, Duke of Kent. In 1924 he bought
a 3litre model, and later owned 6 /9-,
41/9- and 8&litre Bentleys. So, when I next
meet the Prince I'll have plenty to talk
about — today I fully appreciate these
unique motor cars... B
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The triumph

at Le Mans 2003
was the last victory
Jor the new

Bentley Boys team:
Bentley Motors’ three-
year advertising
drive has finished.

am6unnosnbeix Bentley Boys... Ho aTo yxe
COBCEM JIpyrue, KOMMEPYECKU PacCUuTaH-
Hble aMOUIIN.

UYro xacaercsl NOKJIOHHUKOB ayTE€HTHY-
HbIX Bentley, To oHU 06 bEJUHIIINCD B KIY0
emie B 1936 roxy. Ceronss cpeay Mo4eTHBIX
wWIeHOB Kiyba — Ero BricouecTBo mpuHIY
Maiixn Kenrckuii. MHe 10BEIOCH OBITH €My
npeactabaeHHo. Co6CTBEHHO, TOBOPUTH
HaM C MPHUHIEM TOTJa OBLIO OCOGEHHO
HE 0 YeM: OH JI00E3HO ITOXBAJINI TOCTAHOB-
Ky «/lon JKyana» B «JIa Ckana», s npurmacu-
na ero B Taymon Kiy6 mosHakoMuThCs ¢ UH-
tepbepamu. Ilosxe Ha npueme B Koncran-
THUHOBCKOM JIBOPII€ IIPHHI] PacCKa3bIBaJl
O CBOEM IIPOIILIOTO/HEM OJIArOTBOPUTEIb-
HOM «PYCCKOM» PaUId, B KOTOPOM IIPUHS-
au yuactue 15 crapunnbix Bentley. Torma
A CJTymajza ero CKopee M3 YBUKEHUS, YeM
C MHTEpecoM. 3aTo TEmephb f 3HAI0, UYTO
MIEPBBIM YCEBIIUMCS 32 Pyab Bently wienom
OPUTAHCKOI KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbH ObLT OTeEI]
npunna Maiixra — /sxoppk, repior Kent-
ckuii, koTopuiii B 1924 roxy mpuobpen
3-1UTPOBYIO MOJIEJIDb, A ITO3Ke Baajes 6 g -
autposbiM, 4 /9 -murposbiv 1 8-uTpOBLI-
mu Bently. /la-a-a, BOT Teniepb 6bI MbI C IIPHH-
I[eM ITOOOJITAIN BIOBOJIb — CETOJHS 5 UyB-
CTBYIO 3TH aBTOMOOMJIM Ha BCE CTO... HY,
HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJBKO MOKET IIOYyBCTBO-
BaTh Bentley neBymka, koTtopas Hukorza
B )KM3HM HE BOJWIA MAITHHY. W




