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¢ Cosemcrou pecnybaure

kings and queens in the Soviet Republic

AnekcaHap Yuctukos / by Alexander CHISTIKOV

N306paKeHunst UrpanbHbIx KapT NpeaocTaBneHbl My3eem KapT
[ocynapcTBEHHOro My3esi-3anoBeaHnKa «feteprod».

The pictures of playing-cards were supplied by the Card Museum
at the Peterhof State Museum Preserve.

CaHkT-lMeTepbypr,
Bnagnmupckum

npocnekt, 12. 3gecb
pasmelyancs Kyneveckum
KNy6, KOTOpPbIN nocne

1917 rofa nepeMmeHoBanu
BO Bnagumupckui.
doTorpadus

1920-x rogos.

12, Vladmirisky Prospekt,
St Petersburg.

This was the home

of the Merchants’ Club that
was renamed the
Vladimirsky after 1917.
The 1920s photograph.

— Ymo amo? — cnpocun uzymaen-
wowtl Llyaveun. — Heoprwiit dom?
- a. Imo mo yupesxncdenue,
Komopoe ¢ nporemapcxou pecny-
bauKe He 3aKpoieaemcs Hu OHeM,
HU HOUbI0! — omeemun e2o conpo-
602HC0AOULULL.

— Kax! Huxozda? /laxce

ona yboprxu?

— Huxozoa. Pecnybauxa we moxcem
mepamy 3040Mo20 8pemenu.

“What’s that?” Shulgin asked
dumbfounded.

‘A gambling house?”

“Yes. It’s the establishment that
in the proletarian republic never
closes, day or night!” the man
accompanying him replied.
“What! Never? Not even for
cleaning?”

“Never. The republic cannot waste
golden time.”
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Ha KaseHjape — aasapb 1926 roga. B za-
TSHYTOM ITAITHPOCHBIM JBIMOM 3aJIe KOMMEP-
yeckoro xiyba «BiagnMupckunii» Ha mpoc-
nexkre Haxumcona, 12, uper kaprouHas
nrpa. TouHo Tax e Urpaau B KApThI 3/IeCh 1
JIeCsITh, U ABAALATD JIeT Hazax. M3BecTHOMY
monapxucty Bacrutuio Illysibrumy, Henxerans-
HO no6siBasimemy B CoseTckoit Poccun B ce-
peanne 20-X rofoB M MOCETUBIIEMY KIyO
«BiagpMupcknii», 6poCcUIoch B IIa3a, 4TO
«ry61mKa 6buta pasHad. beum xopomro oxe-
ThI€, HO GOJBIIMHCTBO OBLTO MATBIX U TPS3-
HBIX, OUYEBUIHO, He6oTaThIX>». /la 1 B Apyrux
ropo/iax, 1o MPU3HAHUIO OYEBH/IIEB, «BCET-
Jia OKOJIO PYJIETKU M IPYTUX a3aPTHBIX BBIIY-
MOK TOJIITAJINCH TPOJICTAPHI».

Brpouem, HOBast BIACTh IOHAYAIY A32PT-
HbIC UTPBI HE JIIOOWIA, CUUTAsI, YTO UM HE
MecCTO B 3aBTpaurHeM jgHe. M cpexn mHOrmx
KOMHCCAPOB BOEHHO-PEBOIIIOINOHHOrO KO-
MUTETa, ACHCTBOBABIIETO B OKTAOGPE—HOA06-
pe 1917 ropa, nosiBuICst KOMECCAP «IIO GOPB-
6e C aJIKOTOIM3MOM M a3apToM». OTpans
KpacHOTBap/IeHIIeB OOXOANIN UTOPHBIE JO-
Ma, TIEPETICHIBAIN, 2 THOT/IA aPECTOBBIBAIN
nocerureneii. Konduckopanunle peHbru
nut B pony; CoBeTOB, a MPUTOHOCO/EPIKA-
TeJeH U UTPOKOB IPEAABAIA PEBOIOIIOH-
HOMY CyAy.

Bopsba ¢ «azaprom» 1uIa ¢ epeMeHHbIM
ycrexoM. 3aKpbIBUINCH OAHU IPUTOHBI, IO
cocencTBY Bo3HMKaN jgpyrue. Hexoropsie
BJIQJIEJIBI(bl YAMHBIX U TPAKTHPOB BCE K€

The date is January 1926. In the hall of
the Viadimirsky club, where the smoke of
cheap cigarettes hangs in the air, a card
game is underway. They are playing cards
just as they did here ten years and twenty
years ago. The prominent monarchist Vasily
Shulgin, who made an illicit visit to Soviet
Russia in the mid-1920s and went to the
Vladimirsky club, was struck by the variety of
people he found there. “Some were well
dressed, but the majority were crumpled
and dirty, obviously not wealthy.” In other
cities too, according to witnesses, “proletari-
ans always crowded around roulette and oth-
er gambling contrivances.”

The new authorities, however, were
against games of chance at first, believing
that they had no place in their future world.
And among the numerous commissars of
the Military Revolutionary Committee that
operated in October and November 1917,
there appeared a “commissar for fighting
alcoholism and gambling”. Red Guards
detachments did the rounds of the gam-
bling houses, recording the names of visi-
tors and sometimes making arrests. The
confiscated money went to fund the Soviets,

Bacunuin Butanbesuy
WynbruH (1878—1976) —
aenyrart locygapcTBeHHOM
[Oymbl 2—4-r0 CO3bIBOB.
Bmecte ¢ A. U. [y4koBbIM
OH NPUHUMan oTpeyeHue
OT npecTona umnepartopa
Hukonas II.

Vasily Shulgin (1878-1976),

a deputy of the second to
fourth State Dumas.
Together with Alexander
Guchkov he received
Nicholas II's abdication.

Pycckoe Kyneyeckoe
co6paHue: cTapLinHbI
C XeHamu B bonbwom
3ane Ha PoHTaHKe, 48.

The Russian Merchants’
Assembly: the elders with
their wives in the large
hall at 48, Fontanka
Embankment.

TaKue urpanbHble KapTbl
B 1920-x rogax BKnagbl-
Ba/IUCb B KOPOOKM C
KOHbeTamu.

In the 1920s
playing-cards like these
were included in boxes
of chocolates.



4

Kasuno / €asino

CTapaJINCh HE HAPYMIATh ITOCTAHOBJICHHS O
3aIpenieHNH KApTOYHOM UIPhI B 3THX 3aBe-

neHuax. He xoTenoch maTuTh KPyIHBIA je-

HEXXHBII mMTpad MIM CaAUTLCA B TIOPHMY.

Huorna mnogo6Hasg 3aKOHOIOCYIIHOCTD

obopaunBazach Tpareauneir. O6 oxHON M3

HUX paccKasasa nerporpajckas «Kpacwas ea-
sema» B stuBape 1918 roxa. Korna B waitnoi

«Hesabyoxa» wa BacuabeBckoM ocTpoBe

OJIVH U3 TIOCETUTEJICH 3aTesUl UTPY B KapTHI,

XO3SIMH TIOTBITAICS ITpecedb ee. PasrueBan-
HBII UTPOK HAOPOCUIICA C KyJaKaMH Ha TIPH-
CJIYTY M SKEHY BJIQJICIbLA. 3aMMIAs UX, XO-
35MH BBICTPEJIOM M3 IIICTOJIETA YOI XyJIUra-
Ha, 32 4TO ObUI APECTOBAH U IPEJIaH CYIy.

He ocraswin Biactu 6€3 CBOEro BHHUMa-
HUs M pa3jIn4yHble 3aBeJeHus THIA boaro-
poxanoro win Pycckoro kynedeckoro codpa-
Hus, JInTepaTypHO-Xy0:KECTBEHHOr 0 0011e-
cTBa WA  IJKOHOMHYECKOTO  KJIyoa.
HexoTopble 13 HUX CyMECTBOBAJIN HE Tep-
BOE CTOJIETHE, UMEJIN CBOU TPAJUITIN U IITH-
POKO 3aHUMAIHNCH 6JIarOTBOPHUTEIBHOCTBIO.
Bo MHOrOM MX MO’KEPTBOBAHUSA, KAK U CAMO
6J1aroroJydne, 3VK/IMUINCh UMEHHO Ha JIO-
XOZlaXx OT WUrp, opUIMAJILHO B 3THX OOIIe-
CTBAX pa3penIeHHbIX.

Biactu B sune cosera xommccapos Ile-
TPOIPaJCKON TPYyAOBOM KOMMYHbBI BECHOMN
1918 roza cperanm pemurenbHbii mar. OHU
OOBSIBIIN O 3aKPBITHU JTIOObIX KJIYOOB U CO-
OpaHMii, «B KOUX Oy/yT AOMYIIECHLI UTPLI B
KapThl, JIOTO U TIp.». TeM cambIM 06mmecTsa,

while gamblers and those running the
places were brought before a revolutionary
court.

The fight against gambling was a hit and
miss affair. Some dens were shut down, but
others sprang up nearby. Some owners of
tearooms and taverns did try to adhere to
the regulations banning card games in such
establishments. They were keen to avoid a
large fine or a spell in prison. Occasionally
such law-abiding behaviour ended in
tragedy. One such occurrence was recorded
by the Krasnaya Gazeta newspaper in Petro-
grad in January 1918. When one of the cus-
tomers at the Forget-Me-Not tearoom on Vasi-
lyevsky Island started a game of cards, the
owner tried to stop it. The infuriated gam-
bler hurled himself with flying fists upon a
servant and the owner’s wife. Protecting
them, the owner killed the hooligan with a
pistol shot, for which he was arrested and
brought to trial.

The authorities did not overlook either
various institutions such as the Noble As-
sembly, the Russian Merchants’ Assembly,
the Literary and Artistic Society and the Eco-
nomic Club. Some of them were over a cen-

Komwuccap ropoackoro
xo3ancTBa Muxaun
KanuHuH cuutan, yto
WUCKOPEHUTb Mpucyllee
npupoze Yenoseka
B/ieYEHME K a3apTHbIM
Urpam HeBO3MOXHO.

The Commissar for the
Petrograd Municipal
Economy, Mikhail Kalinin,
believed that it was
impossible to eradicate the
natural human obsession
with gambling.

KapTtoyHas dabpvka npu
MmnepaTtopcKom
BOCMWUTATENIbHOM IOME.
doTorpadua Kapna bynnbl.
1913 rop.

The playing-card

factory attached to the
Imperial Foundling Hospital.
1913 photograph by Karl
Bulla.

MponaraHgncTckas
doTtorpadus 4yanHon
«BbIGOPrCcKuin paboymning,
1928 rog.

Propaganda photograph
of the Vyborg Worker
tearoom, 1928.

C 1817 200a ¢
Poccuu moronoavnoe
npaso Ha npous-
800CMBO USPANLHBLX
Kapm umena eour-
cmeennas Padpuxa,
Haxo00UBUAacs

6 Llemepoypee.

From 1817

the monopoly on

the production

of playing-cards was
held by a single
Jactory located in

St Petersburg.

OfHa 13 NonbITOK
npeBpaTUTb a3apTHYIo
Urpy B NO3HaBaTENbHYHO:
KapToyHas urpa-nocobue
«BuHTOBKa». ABTOp

H. M. UnbuH, 1930 roa.

One of the attempts to turn
a gambling game into

a learning experience:

the educational card-game
Rifle. Devised by N.P. llyin.
1930.

00pa3HO TOBOPSI, IPUTOBAPHUBAINCH K CMEP-
. IlpeacraBureny 3TUX 3aBeJE€HUI 3acbl-
AT «BJIaJIbIKY>» TopoJa Ipuropus 3uHosbe-
Ba NUCbMaMU. B HHUX 3Byyanza He TOJBKO
MoJIb0a: B OOMEH Ha pa3peleHue OHU TOTOo-
BBl OBLIM Y9aCTb JECHET, BIPYYE€HHBIX OT UTp,
HAIPaBUTD B TOPOJICKYIO Ka3HY.
YIUBUTENIBHO, YTO U CPeAU OOJIbIIEBU-
KOB OBLIN CTOPOHHUKH 3TOI uaen. Kommc-
cap ropojackoro xossaiictsa Ilerporpaja
Muxann KagmnauH, 6yaymui «BceCOI03HbIH
CTapoCTa», €lle paHbIIe MPEeUIOKUI BCe
3aBeJleHUs, IJie IPOUCXOJUT KapTOUYHAs
urpa, 0610kuTh 10-30-TpoIeHTHBIM HAJIO-
rOM OT MX BaJOBOTO Joxoxa. OH GbLI yBe-
PEH, UTO «IIApaJIM30BATh XOTs ObI B 3TOM
YaCTH 3aBOEBAHHYIO CBOOOJY HE COOTBET-
CTBYeT JAEMOKPATHYECKUM B3IISJaM, YTO
HCKOPEHUTD PEIPECCUIMU IPUCYLIee IPH-
poJe 4eI0oBEKa BI€UECHUE K UI'PaM BPSL U

tury old, had their own traditions and ex-
tensive philanthropic activities. To a large
extent their charitable donations, and in-
deed their entire funding, came from the
income from gambling, officially permitted
in those societies.

In the spring of 1918 the Petrograd au-
thorities took a decisive step. They an-
nounced the closure of any clubs or gather-
ings “in which card games, lotto and the like
are permitted”. This was effectively a death-
sentence for the societies. Representatives
of those institutions showered Grigory Zi-
novyev, the “master” of the city, with letters.
Those letters contained more than just
pleas: in exchange for permission to contin-
ue, they were prepared to transfer part of
the profits from gambling to the city budget.

Surprisingly, among the Bolsheviks too
there were those who favoured this idea.

SBJISIETCS BO3MOXHBIM». KasmHuu mojro-
TOBIJI JIa)K€ IPOEKT COOTBETCTBYIOIIETO
JeKpeTa, B KOTOPOM OCTaBaJOCh IIPOCTa-
BUTb JIMIIb ATy yTBepxjaeHus. Kosuern-
KoMmuccapel ero He nozagep:kanu. Cyme-
CTBOBAaHHE KyII€UYECKHUX, OJArOpPOJAHBIX U
UM IIOJOOHBIX OObEJIMHEHNN HE BIIMCbIBA-
JIOCH B IPE/ICTABJIECHNIE O HOBOU XU3HU.

Bckope 3amepsio mpon3BoACTBO Ha Kap-
TouHOU Jabpurke. Ho ©HEH jgedpunur
UTPATbHBIX MPUHAIICKHOCTEH, HI TOHe-
HHs He moMoranu. Mrpoku pazépeanch mo
kBaptupam. Koe-koro yrpasanmoch apecto-
BaTb, HO 3TO ObLIA KaIlIsd B Mope. B meTpo-
IPaJICKUX MIJINIEHCKUIX XPOHUKAX BTO-
poii nososunsl 1919 roja sapukcuposaHo
Bcero 304 caydas urpsl B kaptel. Cpenu
HUI'POKOB OKa3aJ0Ch 0OJIee TPEX JAEeCATKOB
caMHX MIJIMIIMOHEPOB. 3a 3TO UX IOJABEP-
ITM HE QMUHUCTPATHUBHOMY, a YTOJOBHO-
MYy HAaKa3aHUIO.

Jluxopajgka «azapTa» ITPOHHMKJIA JAaXE B
crerpl CMOJIBHOTO — OIUIOTa M1 CUMBOJIA HO-
Bol Biactu. B mocienuuii nens 1920 roga na
CTOJI KOMEHJ[AHTA JIET PAIIOPT OT AEKYPHOTO
noMomHMuKa: «Bo BpeMs 0o6xosa kazapm 06-
Hapy)KeHa ObLla IpyIa CHJSAIIX KpacHoap-
MeiIleB, UrpaomyX B KApThl Ha JAeHbru. Ty
e, B IPUCYTCTBHH JIEKYPHOTO 110 KapayJy 1
€ro IIOMOIIHUKA, OTOOpaHbI KOJIO/AA KapT U
aeubru B cymme 1750 py6ireit. C urpamomumu
s HUYIETO He CJies1al, TO €CTh HE apecToBal, a
crucan paMIUIum».

The Commissar for the Petrograd Munici-
pal Economy, Mikhail Kalinin, had already
suggested imposing a 10-30% tax on the
profits of establishments where gambling
took place. He was convinced that “to para-
lyze even in this area the freedom that has
been won does not accord with democratic
views [and] to eradicate by means of repres-
sive measures the fascination with games in-
herent in human nature is hardly possible.”
Kalinin even drafted a decree on the matter,
which only needed to have the date of ap-
proval added to come into force. His fellow
commissars did not support him.

Soon production at the playing-card fac-
tory ground to a halt. But neither a lack of
accessories, nor persecution were of any
help. The gamblers dispersed to private
apartments. One or two were arrested, but
that was a drop in the ocean.

The year 1921, the start of a new decade,
was a turning-point for Russia, in games of
chance as in so much else. Recognizing that
the disease had not been cured, but only
driven from the surface, Lenin signed an or-
der on 9 November permitting the sale of
playing cards in the country.
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OTKpBLIBIIMIT TPEThE AECATHIETHE IIPO-
HIoro Beka roj 21-if, Bo MHOTOM IIepeJo-
MHBI 1 Poccnu, cTan TakoBBIM U 110 OTHO-
IIEHUIO K a3apTHBIM urpam. OcozHas, 4TO
60JIe3Hb HE BBUICYM/IM, A JIMIIb 3arHalu
BHYTPbD, IIpencenarens Cosera Tpyma u O6o-
poubl Biagumup Jlennn noanucan 9 HOsAG-
P TOCTaHOBJEHUE, pa3peniaioiee MpoJja-
5Ky UTPATBbHBIX KapT B CTPAHE.

Ho na opummanbHOE paspenieHue Urop-
HbIX JJoMoB Kpemis ne nomesn. Brpouewm, B
HEKOTOPBIX TOPOJAX, C O6JIarOCIOBEHUS
MECTHBIX BJIACTEH, OHM CYIIECTBOBATH YK€
¢ 1920 roma. B 1921 roay ux crayno 6osblie.
JKenaromue pHCKHYTb HAXOJWINCH, M UX
610 HeMarno. Torbko oguH K1y6 «Cruten-
mg-Tlamac» B IleTporpaze 3a jiBa IeTHUX Me-
cama 1922 roga mocerwiu GoJiee ABaAIATA
C IIOJIOBUHOI TBICAY Y€JIOBEK, 3AIUIATUBIIIX
JIUIIB 34 BXOJ, B MTOPHBIN oM 2,5 MILIo-
Ha py6sieii. A 3TH JICHBIY COCTABJISUIN BCETO
1—4 mponieHTa OT O6IMIEl TPUOBIITN KAa3UHO.
A eme 4epe3 TPU-YETBIPE TOJA HACTYIIMI
MK paciBeTa Ka3WHO. 3a3bIBATH JICHUH-
rpajleB U rocTel ropoza Kiyon! «72» u «Ka-
3MHO» Ha IpocnekTe 25-ro0 OKTa6ps (HbIHE
Hesckwit), «JleTygass Mplmb» Ha yauIe 3-ro
Mions (Canosast), «Tpoxagepo» Ha mpocriek-
te Kapsa Jlubknexra (bosbimoii npocrekr
IleTporpaackoil CTOPOHBI)...

Bcenoxkunparomas cTpacThb 3aBlIeKaaa B
CBOU CETH HE TOTBKO «OBIBINMUX 3KCIUTyaTa-
TOPOB» 1 HOBOSIBJICHHBIX H3TIMAHOB, HO U

The Kremlin did not, however, go so far
as to officially sanction gambling houses. In
a few cities, though, they had existed with
the blessing of the local authorities since
1920. In 1921 their number grew. There
were people ready to try their luck — quite a
lot of them. One club alone, the Splendide
Palace in Petrograd, was visited by more
than 20,500 people in two summer months
in 1922 and they paid 2.5 million roubles
just to enter the establishment. That sum
made up merely 1-4% of the casino’s total
profits. The casinos’ heyday came three or
four years later. Leningraders and visitors
had a choice of clubs: 72 and Casino on
Nevsky Prospekt, The Bat on Sadovaya Ulit-
sa, the Trocadero on Bolshoi Prospekt, Petro-
grad Side, and more.

The papers were again full of reports of
embezzlement by gambling officials, mur-
ders and suicides in the gaming milieu. The
People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs
insisted on the banning of gambling houses;
the local executive committees were against
it. They not only fought to retain the exist-
ing casinos, but petitioned for the opening
of more. After all, part of these establish-

COBETCKUX YHHOBHUKOB, pAa60OYNX, HHTEJ-
JINTEHIUIO.

Kasayocs 661, Bcst 06cTaHOBKA TpeGoBaIa
3aKPBITUSI UTOPHBIX JOMOB, T€M GoJiee 4TO
raseThl BHOBb 3AIIOJIHIIN COOOLICHHS O Pac-
TpaTaX, COBEPUICHHBIX A3APTHBIMU YHMHOB-
HUKaM{, 06 y6uiicTBaX M caMOyObuiicTBax
UT'POKOB. 3a 3aNpenieHNe a3apTHBIX UTP pa-
ToBas HapkomaT BHyTpeHHUX f€J, TIPOTUB
ObLIN MECTHDBIE UCITOJTKOMBI. OHU HE TOJBKO
60pOINCh 32 COXpaHEHHUE CYIIECTBYIOMNX
Ka3WHO, HO U XOJATaHCTBOBAIN TIepes
HKB/I, 06 orkpsiTin HOBBIX. Jlapuuk oT-
KPBIBICS IPOCTO... HacTh 10X0/ja UTOPHBIX
JIOMOB IIOCTYIIAJIa B TOPOJCKYIO KA3HY, 2 OTTY-
Jia IUIa HA COJEpIXKAHHE YOBITOYHBIX OTPa-
cieil win Ha 6JIaroTBOPUTENbHBIC IIEJIU.
B 1922 roxy «xapTOuHBIE» IEHBTY TOMOTATH
royogaomuM IToBoKbS, MECTHOMY HapoJ:
HOMY 0Opa30BaHUIO, UyTh MMo3xe — Bozaym-
HOMy oty Poccum n serckum gomam. OT-
YUCICHUS U3 Ka3WHO COCTABJISUIN UyTh JIX HE
ITOJIOBUHY 61o/keTa Beepoccuiickoit koMric-
CHU TIO YJIYYIICHUIO KU3HU JIETeH 1 KOMUTe-
Ta, IIOMOTaBIIEr0 WHBAJINUAAM BOMHbBI, OOJIb-
HBIM ¥ PAHEHBIM KPAaCHOAPMEHIaM.

Kpemib okazazcst B IOJIOKEHUH Oypyza-
HOBA OCJIA: C OJHOU CTOPOHBI — HE JIUITHIE
JIEHbTU JUISI MHOTUX T'OCYAAPCTBEHHBIX N
OOIIIECTBEHHBIX OPraHU3AIUN, C JPyrod —
M3JIOMAaHHBbIE, HCKOBEPKAHHBIC JIOJCKHUE
CyAbOBI, TPAreJuu U YrOJOBHBIC IIPECTYILIE-
H1s. HeckonbKo JeT IpaBUTEILCTBO KOJIe-

ments’ income came into the city budget
and could then be used to support unprof-
itable industries or for charitable purposes.
In 1922 “gaming money” helped the victims
of famine in the Volga basin and local popu-
lar education; slightly later it was spent on
building a national air force and on orphan-
ages. The percentage taken from casinos
made up almost half the budget of the All-
Russian Commission for Improving the
Lives of Children and the committee for the
aid of war invalids, sick and injured Red
Army soldiers.

The Kremlin found itself on the horns of
a dilemma: on the one hand, many state or
public organizations could ill afford a drop
in funding; on the other, there were ruined
lives, tragedies and crimes. For several years
the government vacillated, but eventually
it made its choice. In May 1928 a resolution
was adopted calling on the local authori-
ties “to take measures for the immediate
closure of all establishments for car
games, roulette, lotto and other games of
chance.”

While forbidding gambling, however, the
state did not launch an attack on card games

DMmEDOL

B 1920 200wt
Locyoapcmeennasn
Kapmounan pabpuxa
npodoaxcana 8viny-
cKams nPooyKuu0 no
00pesoIOYUOHHBIM
oopasyam, no 6 1930
NOABUAUCH HOBLE
paspabomxu, ne
yemynasuiue cmapuim
no Kauecmesy u xyoo-
HCECMBEHHBIM
00CMOUrHCMBaM.

In thel 920s the State
Playing-Card Factory
continued to produce
cards from pre-revolu-
tionary designs. In the
1930s, however, new
types appeared, as good
as the old ones in
quality and artistic
merits.

CneBa. «<AHTUPENUTNO3HbIE
KapTbl» MO PUCYHKaM
xyfoxHuka C. . leBa-
LoBa NPOU3BOAWIU

B OCHOBHOM Ha 3KCMOPT.

Cnpa.a. MNoat Bnagumup
MasiKoBCKuii 6bin
a3apTHbIM UTPOKOM.

Left. The “antireligious
cards” designed by

the artist S.D. Levashov
were mainly produced
for export.

Right. The poet Vladimir
Mayakovsky was a keen
gambler.

6aJI0Ch, HO CBOI BBIOOP BCE XK€ CAETAIO.
B mae 1928 roga Mocksa npuHsiIa OCTaHO-
BJICHHE, B KOTOPOM IPE/JIOKIIA MECTHBIM
BJIACTSIM «IIPUHATH MEPBI K HEMEJJICHHOMY
3aKPBITUIO BCEX 3ABEACHUI UIS UTP B Kap-
TBI, PYJIETKY, JIOTO U JJPYIUX A3aPTHBIX UTP».

OxHaKo, 3aIIPETUB A3aPTHBIE UTPBI, TOCY-
JIAPCTBO HE CTAJIO IIPECJIeJOBATH KAPTOYHYIO
UTPY Kak TakoBylo. JIeHHHrpaJcKas KapTod-
Has (pabpuKa IMPoJOJIKaIa PacChLIATh KOJIO-
Jbl UTPAIbHBIX KapT IO BCEH cTpaHe. A
HKB/l cnenuasbHO pazbsaCHWI HOAYUHEH-
HBIM €My OpPraHaM, 4TO YCTPOUTEIN KapTOou-
HBIX UTP B CBOMX KBAPTUPAX IPHUBJICKAIOTCS
K aJMHUHHCTPATUBHON OTBETCTBEHHOCTH
JINIIb TOT/A, KOTZA «3TO IIOMEIIECHUE IIpU-
obpeTaeT XapakTep WIrOPHOTrO 3aBEICHUS,
[Jie ¢ UIPAIOMNX BIAAEIBIEM ITOMEIICHUS
JIN YCTPOUTEISIMU UTP OEPETCst KaKas-TH60
IUTaTa 32 BXOJ|, MJIX 32 II0JIb30BaHHE UIPAJIb-
HBIMU IIpeJMETaMU, WIH 3d YIACTHE B UTPE».

B ocTasbHBIX CTydasx Urpa B KapTbl ObLia
pasperniena. Ee IOKTOHHUKYA MOIVIM HE TasCh
COOGMPATHCS BEYEPAMH, YTOOBI ITPEIABATHCS
CBOEMY JIIOGMMOMY 3aHSATHIO.

Camosap xunum co céucmom,
Tpammogpor susocum pomanc,
Aea snaxomwvix Kommynucma
Todownu na npegpeparic.

O6 urpe B KapThl Bragumup MaskoBcknin
3HAJI HE IOHACJIBIIIKE, MO0 caM JIOOWI Cbl-

as such. The Leningrad playing-card factory
continued to distribute packs of cards to the
whole country, while the law-enforcement
bodies were particularly instructed that
those who organized games of cards in their
own homes were only to be fined or prose-
cuted if “the premises acquire the character
of a gambling establishment, where the
owners of the premises or organizers of the
games make some charge for entry, or for
the use of the playing equipment, or for par-
ticipation in the game.”

In other instances games of cards were
permitted. Aficionados could come togeth-
er of an evening without concealment to in-
dulge in their favourite pastime.

The samovar is on the go;

The gramophone plays with vehemence;
Two Communists I know

Have called to play preference.

The poet Vladimir Mayakovsky was no
stranger to gambling. He liked to play both
cards and billiards for money. Nikolai Erd-
man, recalling a summer in Yalta in the late
1920s, said that in the evenings Mayakovsky

IpaTh HA JACHBI'H U B KAPThI, U B OMJIBAP.
Huxomait 9paman, BCcIOMUHAsA JIETHIOK
Sty konna 1920-x rofioB, pacckasbIBa, 4TO
MasIKOBCKMIT YacTO BEUepaMy HaBEIbIBAICS
B IIOJTypa3pyLICHHYIO Aady, KOTOPYIO CHUMa-
sn Dpamansl. «Tyxa eme HaAGUBAIICH aKTe-
PBI: 3Ta rpyma, B KOTOPOH racTpognpoBaia
MOSI KE€HQ, U BCETZIa KOHYAJIOCh 3TO KapTOU-
HoIt urpoit. Urpamm B “cTykonky”, B “meBs-
TBII Bas’, IPUYEM OH BO BCE MTpasl OUYEHD
a3apTHO, TIOBBIIAsl CTABKH, UTPaJ BCETAA
BTEMHYIO, T. €. PUCKYS OOJIBIIE, YEM JIPYTHC>.

O/1HaKO IS UIE0JI0TOB HOBOI'O O0IIECTBA
KapTOYHAs UT'Pa BCE PABHO OCTaBAJIACh «PO-
JIUMBIM IISITHOM KanuTainsma». Ho 3ampe-
TUTh €€ GbLIO HEBO3MOXKHO, UI'PA B KapTbl
MO-IIPEKHEMY 3aHUMaa HE IOCJIEAHEee Me-
CTO B JIOCyre TOPOXKAH U CEIbCKUX JKUTEeH
Coserckoro Coro3a.

often came round to the half-ruined dacha

that the Erdmans had rented. “Some actors
also packed in, the troupe with which my
wife was touring, and things always ended
in a game of cards. They played Stukolka
and Deviaty Val. He played everything reck-
lessly, raising the stakes, always playing
blind, in other words, with greater risk than
the others.”

For the ideologists of a new society, card
games still remained a “birthmark of Capi-
talism”. Yet it was impossible to ban them.
Card games continued to occupy a promi-
nent place in the leisure activities of Soviet
citizens. m



