Lopodox Jlowzeyo, naxoouswuticst
6 MAadeHuecKkom 8o3pacme — emy

UCTLOAHUNOCH BCE20 CEMD AEM, CNAN 100
HCAPKUM PAOPUOCKUM CONHYUEM 8 KOADL-
benu u3 0e6CmeerHHo20 MmponutecKoeo
neca. Bnpouem, cnams emy ocmasanocs
Hedonzo: Ovina cybboma, u UMeHHo 8
amom 0env Cr0a HAe3NCaLU CKOMOo8o0vlL
o 8cell oKpyau. C denveamu, BHLPYUEeHHbL-
: MU 0m npodaxcu maca, oHu eceti 2ypvoot
Pete Y Ale ) eer| Ch E WAL 8 CANYH... A cybbomMHuMU 6evepamu
HCUMEAU HE MOAU COMKHYMD 2AA3:

the founder of St Petersburg A ameu e

oM 00BIUHBIM.

ona Jloneeyoa

PefaKuus oyeHb NpusHaTenbHa 3a onepaTMBHO NPEAOCTaB/IEHHbIE
doTorpadum mapy CaHkr-Metepbypra, wrat dnopuaa, Puky bBakepy
1 €ro coTpyaHmkam — Po6epty [1aHnencoHy, Po6epty JIOKpUay,
NnHae KnHew.

The editors are extremely grateful to Rick Baker, the mayor of Saint
Petersburg, Florida, and Robert Danielson, Robert Lockridge and
Linda Kinsey of his staff for the prompt provision of photographs.
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Tllen 1884 rox — 3akoH Ge3neHCTBOBAIL.
MynumunaaureT ¥ HOJMIMA HOABWINCH B
rOpoJiK€ HEJABHO, HO YTO MOIIM CJ€JaTh
HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK C OPABOH MbAHBIX Mayo,
BOOOpaxaBIIUX ceds reposayu Jukoro 3amna-
na? Tonpko obemanus karurana ITurepa Jle-
MEHCA, CTABIIETO NMEePBLIM MapoM JIOHTBYyAA,
BCEJISTM HEKOTOpPYIo Hazexy. M, kak okasa-
J10Ch, He 3pg. OH cymMes OpraHu30BaTh U BO-
OPYKUTHh MY)KCKO€ HACEJICHHE TOpOJKa, U
KOT/[a ITOCJIE OOVUIbHBIX BO3IUSHHUI e6O0IIH-
PBI B OYEPEAHOI pa3 PEHIIA IPOBETPUTHCS
U TIOPAa3BJICUbCs, UX 0OC30PYKIUIN U 3a1iep-
s B capae. Ha ciezyiomuii ieHb Map, UCIION-
HABIIMH TakKe 00A3aHHOCTH CY/[bH, OIIPEJie-
JIA IS KQXKJIOTO CITPABE/UIUBBIM CPOK 3a-
KJIIOUEHUsI, He oOpalras BHUMaHUA Ha
Cepbe3HbIe Yrpo3bl MOACYAUMBIX. JIOHTBY/
32KIJI MUPHOM TPYAOBOM KU3HDIO.

ITO UL OJITH 3MU30 13 skn3HM I IuTepa
Jlemenca, nmpu6nismiero so ®ropuay s 1881
roxy. IlpaBza, Torna oH emre Tpe/CTaABIIICT
pycckum nMeneM Ilerp JleMenTheB, HI CI1O-
Ba HE 3HAI NO-AHIIMHCKU, a CKPOMHAsI JUIS
MMMUTPAHTa CyMMa B JIB€ TBICSYH JOJLIA-
POB — BCE, UTO Y HETO OLLIO, — TAs/IA TAK K€
OBICTPO, KaK pacTasiI ObI CHET O )KaPKUMU
aygamu  propujackoro conHna. «f exan B
AMepHKY KaK B ITOCJIETHEE YOEKHIIE, PACCUN-
TBIBAsl CJIEIATBCS TaM 3aypSAHBIM (epme-
POM, MaxaTh JUYHO 3eMJII0 U (PU3HMIECCKIM
TPYAOM TIEpepaboTaTh H3JOMAHHYIO HpaB-
CTBEHHYIO HATypYy...» — HAIIUIIET OH IO3/THEE.

The year was 1884 and the law did not
work. A town administration and police
force had appeared recently, but what could
a few individuals do against a horde of
drunken macho-men who saw themselves as
Wild West heroes? Only the promises of
Captain Peter A. Demens, who had become
the first mayor of Longwood, inspired any
sort of hope. And they proved more than
empty words. He managed to organize and
arm the male population of the town, and
when, after another heavy bout of drinking,
the hooligans again decided to take the air
and amuse themselves, they were disarmed
and locked in a barn. The next day the
mayor, who also served as judge, gave each
of them an appropriate term in prison,
ignoring the serious threats that came from
the dock. Longwood began a peaceful hard-
working life.

That is just one episode in the biography
of Peter A. Demens, who came to Florida
in 1881. Back then he still went by his Russ-
ian name, Piotr Dementyev, spoke barely
aword of English and the 2,000 dollars that
were all he had with him — a fairly mo-
dest sum for an immigrant — melted like
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CripaBa. PbibHas noBns

¢ nupca B 1914 roay

1 BUAbl LleHTpanbHon
aBeHlo B Havane
NPOLLIOro BeKa.

Right. Fishing off the pier
in 1914 and views of
Central Avenue early in the
last century.

dnopuaa. Peka Xomocacca.
AkBapensb Y. Xomepa. 1904 roga.

Florida, the Homosassa River.
Watercolour by W. Homer. 1904
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CTosiHKa ManbIx cyaoB
y A€N0BOro LieHTpa
CaHKT-lMeTepbypra.

The mooring for small
vessels by Saint Peters-
burg’s business centre.

Korpa Metp

[eMeHTbEeB JOCTUT 3TOr0
6epera, 34ecb 6bin
IEBCTBEHHbIN Nec —
GnopuaCKUe JKYHIN.

When Piotr Dementyev
reached this shore there
was virgin forest

here — the Florida jungle.

Bo ®nopune JleMeHTbEB OKa3acs MOTO-
My, 4TO TaM, B /IDKEKCOHBIUIE, JKIJIA €T0 JaJIb-
HAs poacTBeHHUITA. OHAKO 3eMJIsI B OKPeCT-
HOCTSIX GOJIBIIOTO TOPOJA OKA3AIACh OYyIIe-
My pepMepy He 110 kapMany. OH OTIIPABUIICS
B IYOb IOJyOCTPOBA IO 9K30TUYECKUM [JIS
PYCCKOTO MeCTaM, MOXY/EJ, 3aropes, MUTT-
Csl amebCUHAMU W JIECHBIMH OPEXaMU, Ka-
P Ha KOCTPE PBIOY, €CIN YAABATOCH €€ TMOH-
MaTh, 1 BHIMATEJIbHO IPUTIIS/IBIBAJICS K K3~
HU MaJIOOGKUTOTO etne Kpast. OH HaHIMaJICs
YEPHOPAOOUNM, TPY3UUKOM, MEPEBO3UIMKOM
Jgecomarepuanon. Oxasasmuch B JIoHTByzE,
JlemenTheB Kyl yuyacToOK 1ionapio 80 ak-
POB 1OJ| ANIETILbCUHOBYIO POILy U AOJIO B He-
6OJIbIIOM JIECOIMIUIBHOM TpeanpuaTuu. Ilo-
CJIe 3TOTO y HETO ocTanoch Bcero 40 mosua-
POB, KOTOPBIX MOIVIO XBAaTHUTb HAa MECHII
MTOJIYTOJIOAHOTO CYIMECTBOBAHUA. A BCKOpe
u3 Poccuu npuexanm xeHa u 4eTBepo AeTei:
CTapmieii jouepu 6BLIO BOCEMB JIET, a MJIa/-
nIeif — mecThb Mecsres. /lBa roga 6ombnmas ce-
MBI JOTUJIACH B IBYXKOMHATHOH XHb6ape ¢ Ok-
HaMH 6€3 CTEKOJI.

JleMEHTBEB TPYAUIICS C CEMH yTpa JIO JIecs-
Tu Bedepa. Ilocie TOro kak y4acTok ObuI
OYMIIEH OT JIECA U ITOCAKEHDI alleIbCHOBDIE
JIePEBbS, OH B3SUICS 3a PaOOTY HA JIECOMIIIKE,
KOTOpasi CO BPEMEHEM Hadala IPUHOCUTD
NPWINYHBIN foxo/. Yepes roj eMy ynaioch
BBIKYITUTD MPEANPUATHE ¥ TAPTHEPOB.

dnopuma 66ICTpO 3acensaach, B JIOHTByx
MIpUOBIBAT HAPOJ, KOTOPOMY TpPeboBaIOCh

snow under the hot rays of the Florida sun.
“I travelled to America as a last refuge,
reckoning to turn myself into an ordinary
farmer there, to plough the lands myself
and through physical labour remake a bro-
ken moral nature,” he would write later.
Dementyev headed for Florida because
a distant female relative lived there, in
Jacksonville. Land around the city proved
out of the would-be farmer’s price bracket
and he headed off for the interior of the
peninsula, travelling through places exotic
to Russian eyes. He lost weight, got sun-
burnt, fed himself on oranges and hazel-
nuts, cooked fish over a campfire, when he
managed to catch some, and attentively
studied life in this still little-inhabited
region. He took work as a labourer, a
porter and a lumber-hauler. Reaching
Longwood, Dementyev bought an 80-acre
plot to turn into an orange grove and a
share in a small sawmill. After that he was
left with just 40 dollars, enough to last a
month if he skimped on food. Soon his
wife and four children joined him from
Russia. His eldest girl was eight years old,
the youngest six months. For two years the

XKWIbe. JleMeHTheB CTal 6paTh MOAPSIBI HA
CTPOUTENBCTBO, IOCTPOUJ €lle HECKOIbKO
JIECOIIMJIOK, JI€PEBOOOPAGATLIBAIOIIMI 1 Me-
GesIbHBIN 3aB0JibI. Terepn Ha ero npeanpus-
TUAX PAOOTATO HECKOJIBKO COT YEJIOBEK, 4 OH
ctan nMeHosatbcsl IIurepom Jlemencom —
aMEPUKAHIIBI HEe MOIJIN IMTPABIJILHO TPOU3HE-
CTH €TO PYCCKYIO (DAMILTHIO.

B 1884 rony oH 6bIT BHIABUHYT KaHAWA-
TOM B CEHATOPBI OT PECITYOINKAHCKOH Imap-
™A, HO Torna Bo Propuje mMen 6obiee
BJIMSTHHUE JIEMOKPATHI, Toatomy u ITurep /Jle-
MeHC ctan MapoM Jlonrsyra. Emy 6110 He
BIIEPBOIl 3aHUMATL OOLIECTBEHHBIE IIOCTHI,
HO MaJO KTO U3 aMEpUKAHIIEB 3HaI 00
STOM...

ITOTOMOK CTapUHHOTO KHSKECKOTO Pojia
ITerp AsexceeBuu JleMEHTbEB POAWICS B
Poccun B 1850 rony. Oren ero ymep, korzaa
CBIHY HE WCIIOJHUJIOCHh U TOJia, a K MATU TO-
JlaM MaJIbUMK JIAMINJICS ¥ MaTepu. OTieKyHOM
CHUPOTBI CTAJI JSIfS «CaMbIX CTPOTHX IIpa-
BIUT»: TIPOIBETAIONTHII TIOMEIIUK, ITPEIBOIH-
TEJIb YE3JHOTO JBOPSHCTBA, KOTOPBIH ObLI
BECbMa JKECTKHM Y€JJOBEKOM — TUPAHOM JJIS
CEMbU U CBOMX KPEMOCTHDIX.

Korza mpunuio Bpems JaTh IJIEMSHHUKY
obpazoBaHMe, [/ ONPEJEIIT €r0 B IIeTep-
GYPrCKyIO KJIACCUYECKYI0 TUMHA3HMIO, A CITy-
CTSI HECKOJIBKO JIET — B PEAJIbHOE YUMJINIIE.
YdaeHne AaBasoCch ABOPSHCKOMY OTIPBICKY
HEJIETKO, €CTECTBEHHBbIC HAYKH M MEPTBBIE

large family crammed into a two-room
hovel with no glass in the windows.

Dementyev worked from 7 in the morn-
ing till 10 at night. After he had cleared the
plot of trees and planted oranges, he devot-
ed his labours to the sawmill that in time
began to bring in a healthy profit. A year
later he managed to buy out his partners.

Florida was rapidly being settled. More
people were coming to Longwood and they
needed places to live. Dementyev began to
take building contracts. He established sev-
eral more sawmills, woodworking and furni-
ture factories. Now he was employing several
hundred people and took to calling himself
Peter A. Demens — Americans could not get
their tongues around his Russian surname.

In 1884 he ran for the Senate as a Repub-
lican candidate, but at that time the Democ-
rats had more influence in Florida, and so
Peter A. Demens became mayor of Long-
wood. This was not the first time that he had
held public office, but few of his new coun-
trymen were aware of that.

The descendant of an old princely family,
Piotr Alexeyevich Dementyev was born in



SI3BIKM — JIATBIHD U J]PEBHETPEYCCKUIA — BBI-
3BIBAIM TOJILKO 3€BOTY. 3aTO OH YBJIEKCS JIU-
TEpaTypoi, MHOTO YUTAJ, a €r0 JIOOUMBII
yaureab Braguvup Croionun yoesxaan Ile-
Tpa cTaTh nucarejgeM. B gBaanaTh ABa roga
JleMeHTbEB OIyGJIMKOBA CBOM IEPBBIIT pac-
CKa3, HO BCepbe3 OOPaTIIICS K JIUTEPATYPHO-
My TPY/y yKe Oy/ydr IpeycIIeBaioIiM aMme-
PUKaHIIEM.

Korna roHOIIEe NCIOTHUIOCH CEMHAIIIATD,
A8 3alMcal €ro B reapauio, B Erepckumii
IIOJIK, HEKOTOPOE BPEMS MMEHOBABHIMUCS
laranackiM. IoueTHbIM MmIepom 3TOTO MO
Ka OBLT BEJUKHUI KHA3b AJICKCAH/P AJICKCaH-
Aposud, Gynymuii numneparop Anekcanzap 11
K HOoBOGpaHIly /leMeHThEBY OH SIBHO GJIArOBO-
JUAL YK€ 9€PE3 FOl POUBBEI €10 B ICHTeHAH J—

Tbl, 4 BCKOPE HA3HAYMJI HMCIIOJHAIOINIM 005~ AkBapenb B. CagoBHuKoBa. 1862 roa.
3aHHOCTU KOMaHAUpa GaTtasboHa. Mostonoit The Anichkov Palace. Watercolour
oduniep cTosu1 B Kapayse y AuukoBa gopia, oY Vasily Sadovnikov. 1862

COTIPOBOK/IATT BETUKOTO KHSI3S BO BPEMS TIO- M. Tiopuwa. 1890 roa.

o Portrait of Alexander Il against the

e3nok B 3umuumii geopert, B Iapckoe Ceno u background of the Gatchina Palace.
Ha BOCHHbIE yueHHs. Bce obemaino ycremnsyo Ivan Tiurin. 1890.
U CTPEMHTEIBHYIO Kaphepy BOCHHOTO, OfiHa-
KO yeM O6mmke JleMeHTheB 3HAKOMUJICS C TIPH-
JBOPHOI ’KU3HBIO, TEM TPYTHEE €My OBLIO MU-
PUTLCS € HEH: 3a (pacaJiloM KPACUBBIX CJIOB OH
BCE OTUYETIMBEE BUJIE] HU3MEHHDIE TOMBIC/IBI
1 KOPBICTHBIE NUHTEPECHL.

B 1870 roay BHOBb OTKPBLIOCH (11OCIE
nepectpoiiku xoma) biaropoxnoe TaHIie-
BaTbHOE cobpanue Ha Moiike, 59, HO JeiiTe-
HAHT HEJOJTO OJIMCTAT Ha Oajax: TPeX JIeT
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MopTpeT AnekcaHapa lll Ha doHe
[aT4nHCKOro aABopLa paboTbl

Russia in 1850. His father died when the boy
was less than a year old and by the age of five
he had lost his mother as well. The orphan
became the ward of an uncle “with very strict
rules”: a flourishing estate-owner and leader
of the local nobility who was an extremely
harsh man, a despot to his family and his
serfs.

When the time came to provide his
nephew with an education, this uncle
enrolled him in a classical gymnasium in St
Petersburg, and college a few years later.
Learning did not come easy to the noble
scion; natural sciences and dead languages —
Latin and Ancient Greek — only made him
yawn. On the other hand, he developed a
passion for literature and read widely. His
favourite teacher, Vladimir Stoyunin,
encouraged him to become a writer.
Dementyev published his first short story at
the age of 22, but he devoted himself seri-
ously to literary creativity when he was
already a successful American.

When the young man turned 17, his
uncle enlisted him in the Guards Chasseurs
who were known for a time as the Gatchina
Regiment. Grand Duke Alexander Alexan-
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CIyKObI €My XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI CJiemasi Ipe-
JAHHOCTb U BOCTOP;KEHHOCTb YCTYIUIM Me-
CTO Pa3oyapoOBaHMIO U jenpeccun. Jemen-
TbEB IOJAl B OTCTABKY M yeXal C MOJIOJOMH
JKEHOU B cBOe TBepckoe nmeHue. Ouaposa-
TeapHON ypoxkeHke Kppiva Pance bopucen-
KO TIPEJCTOSIIO PA3ACTUTD C MyXKEM SIPKYIO U
60raTyl0 HEOXKHJAHHBIMH IIOBOPOTAMH
JKU3Hb.

Kpynubie nomecTns 8 Tsepckoit u Hosro-
POJCKON Ty6epHHIX, KOTOPBIE JOCTAIHIChH
JleMeHTbEBY IO HACIEACTBY, HAXOAWINCH B
3aITYLIIEHHOM COCTOsIHUMU. JIBajgnaruieTHuit
MIOMEMIUK PhAHO B3SJICA 3a JIEJI0, HO, YBbI, 6e-
30 BCAKOTO OIbITA B KOMMEPITUU U CETLCKOM
xossaiictse. Jlec oH mpozaBag CIUMIKOM Jie-
Ie€BO, 6paJl KPyMHbIE 3afiMbl O] IMEHUE, HO
BJIOKEHHBIE JICHBI'M BEPHYTH HE YAABATOCH.
K 1880 roay nmenus JlemeHTbeBy (pakTu-
YECKH YKe He TIPUHAICKATH.

«B KOHITE KOHIIOB ITOJyIIJIOCH TIOTHOE Pa-
304apoBaHUE U ITYCTOU KapMaH... BypHbrit
POCT IMIKOTO KalUTAIN3Ma B MopedopMen-
HOM Poccum cienan u3 MeHs, pO30BOTO OI-
TUMHCTA, CAMOTO MPAYHOTO IIECCUMUCTA», —
HaIycax 00 3TOM Ilepuoje cBoeil xusau Jle-
MEHTBEB.

OpHako B OOLIECTBEHHOMH JKU3HU €My I10-
HavaIy comyrcTBoBai ycuex. B 1873 roay on
ObLT €MHOIIACHO BLIOpAH MPEABOIUTETIEM
JBOpAHCTBA BecheroHckoro yesna, a CIycTs
JiBa TOJQ — TIOYETHBIM MHPOBBIM CYAbCH.
IIpu ero ygactum B yesne 6bLIa ydpexaeHa

drovich, the future Alexander III, was hon-
orary colonel of this regiment. He evidently
took a liking to the newly-recruited Demen-
tyev: within a year he was promoted to lieu-
tenant, and soon appointed acting battalion
commander. The young officer stood guard
at the Anichkov Palace, accompanied the
Grand Duke on trips to the Winter Palace,
to Tsarskoye Selo and on military exercises.
He looked set to make a rapid and success-
ful military career, but the closer Dementyev
became acquainted with court life, the hard-
er it became for him to accept: he saw with
ever greater clarity the base intentions and
mercenary interests behind the facade of
fine words.

In 1870 the Noble Dance Assembly
reopened (after reconstruction of the build-
ing) at number 59, Moika Embankment,
but the Lieutenant did not cut a dashing fig-
ure at the balls for long. Dementyev submit-
ted his resignation and went off with his
young wife to his estate near Tver. Raisa
Borisenko, a charming native of the
Crimea, would share with her husband a fas-
cinating life, full of unexpected turns.

The large estates in Tver and Novgorod
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CTpoWTENbCTBO FPaHAUO3HOMO
MOCTa, COeIMHUBLLETO
6epera 3anvBa B panoHe
CaHkT-lNeTepbypra.
dotorpadus 1954 roaa.

The construction of the
tremendous bridge linking the

shores of Old Tampa Bay by Saint

Petersburg. 1954 photograph.

fopoackon
pasBneKkaTenbHo-
TOProBbI KOMMIEKC
«Konnaeym», NOCTPOEHHbIM
B 1924 ropay.

ApxuBHas doTorpadums.
The Coliseum amusement
and retail complex built

in 1924.

Archive photograph.

CneBa. ApxuBHas doTorpadus
[naBHOro nupca. AMepuKaHcKue
neTepoypLibl UM OYEHb rOPAATCH,
noA4epKMnBas, 4To ero CTPOUTENbCTBO
CTOMJIO MUNIMOH (cTapbix!) fonnapos.

Left. An archive photograph

of the Main Pier. American Petersbur-
gers are very proud of it, stressing
that it cost a million dollars (back
then) to build.

Lemp Jlemernmoes
0CYULLCMBUN CBO10
Meuny: nposoHcuL
JHcene3ny10 dopoay
K Oepeey Mexcu-
KAHCK020 3a1UBA
u ocnosan Cankm-

Lemepoype.

Piotr Dementyev
realized his dream
of building a railway
to the coast of

the Gulf of Mexico
and founding Saint
Petersburg.

CaHHUTApHAsI KOMUCCHS, ITOCTPOEHA 3eMCKast

GOJBHUIIA, OTKPBITO HAYAJIBHOE 3EMCKOC
yarutuine. Ho HeonmbeITHOCTBIO U TOBEPUIHBO-
CTBIO IIPEJIBOJAUTEJISI ABOPSIHCTBA BOCIIONIB30-
BaJIICh MECTHDBIE YMHOBHUKU: OHU BOBJIEKJIN
ero B (puHAHCOBYIO aBaHTIOPY. CireacTBHE 11O
nx I[eJIy THHyJIOCb meCTHAAATDb JIET, 1 XOTS
OKOHUYMJIOCh OHO TOJHBIM U 6€3YCTOBHBIM
onpasnaHueM /leMeHThEBa, OH BCE 3TO Bpe-
MST HAXOJMJICS TIOJ] TTOJIO3PEHHEM.

bowmba, 6pomennas 13 mapra 1881 roxa B
napsa Anexcangpa II, crana nmocieaHum ak-
KOPJIOM 9TOH nevanbHoil cuMmdonnu. Kak n
GOJIBIIMHCTBO MHTE/UIMTCHIIUNA TOTO BpEMe-
nu, JleMeHTheB HAXOAWICA B OIIIO3UIAN K
BJIACTH, YIACTBOBAJI B ITOJINTUYCCKUX JUCKYC-
CHSIX, OBLT 3HAKOM C HEKOTOPBIMHU M3 HAPOJIO-
BOJIBIIEB U MOT ObITh OOBUHEH B CBSI3IX C HU-
mu. Torma y Hero u cospesio pemeHue yexarhb
B AMEpUKy 1 HauaTh ’KI3Hb 3aHOBO...

CraTh COBIAAEABIIEM CTPOAIIEHCT Xe-
nesnoit goporu Ilurepy emency momor
corydait. Kommanus, koTopast cieiaza ero
NPEANPHUATAIO KPYITHBIA 3aKa3 Ha IIITAJIbI,
00AHKPOTIIACH U MIPEJIOKIIIA €My KyITUTh
obopyroBaHUE IS IPOKJIAAKH Y3KOKOJEH-
k. OH comracuics, MOHUMasI, IYTO OKPECT-
HBIM 3€MJICBJAJEIbIIAM JKeJIe3Hasl JOpOora
OyfeT KpailHe HeEOOXOAMMAa /ISl BBIBO32
Jleca — OCHOBHOTO ToBapa Bo ®Propuze. Pa-
3yMeeTCs, CKpOMHOro KamuTtarta JlemeHca
HE€ MOIJIO XBATUTDb JJIsd BBIIIOJTHCHUS 33.[[)7'
MaHHOTO, XOTSI 06Opy/JOBaHNE W MaTepHa-

provinces that Dementyev had inherited
were in a run-down condition. The twenty-
year-old landowner zealously set about
improving matters, but sadly lacked any
experience of commerce or agriculture. He
sold his timber too cheaply, took out large
loans with land as collateral, but failed to get
areturn on the money invested. By 1880 the
estates effectively no longer belonged to
Dementyev. “The end result was complete
disillusionment and an empty purse... The
rapid growth of wild capitalism in reform-
era Russia turned me, a rosy optimist, into a
gloomy pessimist,” Dementyev wrote of this
period in his life.

In public life, however, he met initially
with success. In 1873 he was unanimously
elected head of the nobility for the Vesye-
gonsk district, and two years later an hon-
orary magistrate. With his participation, a
sanitation commission was established in
the district, a district hospital built and an
elementary college opened. However, local
officials exploited the inexperience and
trusting nature of the head of the nobility to
entangle him in a shady financial venture.
The investigation of the affair dragged on

JIBI OH IIOJIyYaJ B KPEAUT — €T0 PeIyTarys
Cpel MECTHBIX INPOMBIIUIEHHUKOB U pu-
HAHCHUCTOB ObLIa GE3YIIPEYHOI.

B nHos16pe 1886 roaa »xenesHOLOPOKHAS
BETKA JUIMHOI 3D MHJIb CBS3ala CyLOXOJ:-
Hyio pexky Cent-/[5xoHC 1 o3epo Amonka,
rae 6BICTPO CTPOMJICS TOPOJIOK TOJ| Ha3Ba-
aneMm Oxuenpa. Ho 3ambicanr Jlemenca npo-
CTUPAINCh TOPA3TO Jalbllle: OH MeuTal
IIPOJIOKUTE PEJILCHI JIO TO6epexbsa Mekcu-
KAaHCKOTO 3a7MBa U OCHOBATb TaM TOPOJ,
XOTSI CpeJicTBa OBLTH Ha Hcxoje. Ero pado-
yye Hadaau 6acTOBATh U OJHAKALI €/[Ba HE
JIMHYEBAJIN CBOETO XO3AMHA 3a 3aJEPIKKy
3apmiarsl. YTOGbI 3aBEPUIUTD €10, TPE6O-
BAJINCh BHYIIUTEIbHBIE CyMMbI, U JleMeHncy
YAABAJIOCh UX IOJy4YaThb — IOPOM CaMBIMHU
HEOOBIYHBIMHI METOJAMU.

Korma B Oxnenj mpuexana Tpymma Kpy-
ITHBIX TIPOMBINIJIEHHUKOB, MpPHUBJICUYCHHAS
CJIYXaMH O TIPEKPACHON PBIGAIKE M OXOTE B
3TOM Kpalo, JleMeHC cnenuaibHO Ui HUX
YCTPOUJ T'PaHAMO3HOE IIMOy: HAMEPEHHO
JTHEM M HOUBIO TOHSLT II0€3/[a, OTIPABIISII Pa-
604X B HOYHBIE CMeHBI OJHAXKIBI HOYBIO
YUKArCKUH «MsICHOM Koposb» Pumnm Ap-
MOP BCKOYIUI C KPOBATH U 3aKpuya: «51 BbI-
HY)KJICH KYIIUTDb 3Ty IPOKJIATYIO JKEJIE3HYIO
JIOPOry PYCCKOTO, 4TOOBI IPEKPATUTb 3TOT
IIYM U UMETb XOTb KaKOii-To 1okoii!» Korza
eMy ObLTO MpPEATOKEHO OCMOTPETHh CTPOU-
TETBCTBO, ApMOP cpasy comtacmics. JlemeHc
ITOCTApaJICsl TIOKA3aTh TOBAp JAIIOM U TIpe-

for sixteen years, and although it ended
with Dementyev’s complete and uncondi-
tional exoneration, he was under suspicion
all that time.

The bomb hurled at Tsar Alexander II on
13 March 1881 became the final note in this
woeful tune. Like most of the intelligentsia
of his day, Dementyev was opposed to the
existing order, participated in political dis-
cussions, was acquainted with some mem-
bers of the People’s Will organization and
could have been accused of ties to them. It
was then that he resolved to leave for Amer-
ica and begin life over again...

Chance helped Peter A. Demens to
become co-owner of a railroad under con-
struction. The company that placed a large
order with him for sleepers went bankrupt
and suggested that he buy up the equip-
ment for laying narrow-gauge track. He
agreed, recognizing that a railroad would be
vital to the local landowners in order to
transport timber, the main commodity in
Florida at that time. Of course, Captain
Demens’s modest capital was not enough to
carry out what he conceived, although he
obtained equipment and material on credit,
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yCHeJ B 9TOM, PACcCKa3aB O CBOUX ILIAHAX I10
CO3/IaHUIO TOPOJIA Ha TOOEPEKDBE — MUPOBO-
IO O3[IOPOBUTEJBHOTO IIEHTPA M KPYIHOTO
Mopckoro nopra. OH nno3HakoMua ApmMopa ¢
JOKTaZoM Bpaua npesugeHTa JIMHKonbHA
JokTopa Bammarrona Ysio Ban bubtoepa o
JOCTOMHCTBAX KJIMMAaTa Ha IoJIyocTpose I1u-
Hestac. M unkarckmii MpOMBINUIEHHUK CO-
IJIACHUICST TATh ICHBIH.

O zaBerHOU Meute /lemeHca Ha3BaTh KO-
HEUYHYIO CTaHIUIO Xesle3Hol goporu CaHkT-
Ilerep6yprom ero komrmanboHbI 3HaMN. [Ipo-
THUB ObUI TOJBKO BJIAJEJCI] 3EMEJIBHOTO
y4JacTKa B TOM MECTE, IJie IPEJIIoJararoch
OCHOBATb ropoji. OH HacTauBaJI HA HA3BAHNU
Jerpoiit. Ho cyab6a onsith 61arososma Je-
MeHcy. Ero KoMInaHbOH IOCTaI B TOYTOBBIN
JeTapTaMeHT IIeTUIHUIO ¢ Ha3BaHueM CaHKT-
Iletepbypr, u TaMm yTBEPJWJIN €rO €IHIe O
OKOHYAHUS CTPOUTENLCTBA Joporu. A Jlet-
pOMTOM ObUI Ha3BaH OTENTh — OJHO U3 Iep-
BBIX 3JaHUI B TOPOJE.

ITepBbIii OE3 ZOCTUT GEPEra IMOTYOCTPO-
Ba [Inuesutac y 6yxTer Tamma 8 mions 1888 ro-
JIa, a B aBIyCTE TOTO K€ ToJia ObLT YTBEPK/ICH
reHepaJbHbIH IUIaH 3aCTPOMKM HOBOTO r'OpPO-
Jla — C HENPUBBIYHBIMU JUII AMEPHUKU IIU-
POKMMU NPSIMBIMU YJIULAMU, OyJIbBapamMu,
IapKaMU U KaHadaMu. PacnosioxkeHue yiur
OTYACTH HAIIOMUHAIO IUIAaH BacmibeBckoro
octpoBa. OHaKO (PUMHAHCOBOE IMOJOKEHNE
Jemenca yxyamuuaoch HaCTOJILKO, YTO OH Bbl-
HY>/IEH OBLT IIPOJIATE CBOIO JIOJIIO MTPETPHS-

his reputation among local industrialists
and financiers being impeccable.

In November 1886 a railroad branch 35
miles long connected the navigable St
Johns River with Lake Apopka, where a
town named Oakland was rapidly built.
But Demens’s ideas went much further: he
dreamt of extending the track as far as the
coast of the Gulf of Mexico and founding
a town there, although funds were run-
ning out.

When a group of major industrialists
took a trip to Oakland, attracted by
rumours of good hunting and fishing in
the area, Demens specially put on a great
show for them. He deliberately kept the
trains moving day and night, putting work-
ers on the night shift. One night, the
Chicago “meat king” Philip Danforth
Armour jumped out of bed and shouted,
“I'm going to have to buy that Russian’s
damn railroad to stop this noise and get
some sort of peace!” When he was invited
to view the construction site, Armour
agreed at once. Demens tried to present
his goods to best advantage and succeed-
ed, explaining his plans to establish a town

tns. Hanpsokennas paboTa, sKapKUi 1 BIaK-
HBI KJIUMAT IOJOPBAIN €ro 3JO0POBbE: B
1889 roay Jlemenc c¢ cembeil nepebpaics B
mtat Cesepnas Kaposnna, a morom o6ocHo-
Bwica B Jloc-Anmxkenece. 31ech OH coBep-
IIEHHO OIPAaBWICA OT GOJIE3HU U C HOBBIMU
CHJIAMM 3aHSJICA OGM3HECOM: CHAayala KyIul
MIPAYeyHyl0, MOTOM CTaJI COBJIAJEIbIIEM
HECKOJBKUX TPEIIPHUATANH U aKIMOHEPOM
MecTHBIX 6aHkoB. K cepexmae 1990-x
JlemeHc cHOBa cTaynm GOraTbIM U BJIMSTENb-
HBIM 4esoBekoM. M Torma oH pemmur Bep-
HYTBCS K JIUTEPATYPHOI JICITEIbHOCTH.
Cratpu n ouepku I1. A. Teepckoro (Takoit
IICEBJOHUM BbIOpan cebe JlemeHntnes-le-
MEHC) B TE€UYEHHE JBAJIATU JIET MyOINKOBa-
JIICD B >KypHasle «BectHuk EBponbl» u apy-
I'UX POCCUHMCKUX MEPUOANYECKUX U3IAHUAX.
Cpenu ero umraTteneil ObLIN UMIEPATOP
Huxosmaii I n pesomonunonep B. 1. Jlenus,
on pen mepermcky ¢ K. II. Ilo6exonocue-
BbIM, I1. A. CTONBIMMHBIM, TOJIEMU3UPOBAT C
JI. H. Toncteivm. B sxypnane «CoBpeMeHHUK»,
uzsasasiieMcs B Jlongone, JlemenTbes o1y-
6smkoBat «ITrcbMo K pycckoMy apio», KOTO-
poe okasaioch npopodeckuMm. Tam ecTb Ta-
Kue ctpoku: «Most aymeBHast 60J1b — 32 pyc-
CKUIl HApOJ, KOTOPBIA OYyAET BBIHYXJECH
3aIUIATUTL 3a4 BCE€ 3TU 3aKOHOIIPOEKTBHI He
TOJIBKO KPOBBIO, HO TAKXKE CYACTBEM U 6J1aro-
MTOJIyYHEM IETIBIX TOKOJIEHMH, KOTOPhIE MO~
IyouT 3To Tsukenoe 6pems. <...> Ho om, aToT
HapoJi, He OyAeT TepHeTh BEYHO, OH, HAKO-

on the coast — a world-ranking health
resort and major sea port. He acquainted
Armour with a report by President Lin-
coln’s physician, Dr Washington Chew
van Bibber, on the benefits of the climate
on the Pinellas Peninsula. And the
Chicago industrialist agreed to give him
money.

Only Demens’s partners knew of his cher-
ished dream of calling the terminus of his
railroad Saint Petersburg. The only one
opposed was the owner of the plot of land
earmarked as the site of the new city. He
insisted on the name Detroit. But again fate
favoured Demens. One of his associates sub-
mitted a petition to the Post Office Depart-
ment with the name Saint Petersburg and it
was approved there before the railroad was
completed. The name Detroit was given to
the hotel, one of the first buildings in the
city. The first train reached the coast of the
Pinellas Peninsula by Tampa Bay on 8 June
1888, while in August that year a general
plan for the construction of the new city was
approved — with wide straight streets unusu-
al for America, boulevards, parks and
canals. The layout of the streets was some-

MpAMOYrobHbIM OCTPOBOK

B 3a/MBe — 3T0 NapK [lemeHca.
The rectangular island in the gulf is

Demens Park.

OAHMM U3 NepBbIX 3AaHNI, MOCTPOEH-
HbIX Npw MeTpe lemeHTbeBE, Gbin
oTenb «deTponT».

One of the first buildings put up
in Piotr Dementyev’s time was the

Detroit Hotel.

fre

CnpaBa. 3T0T 3ameyvaTefib-
HbI MOCT Ha3BaH

C aMEPUKAHCKUM LLIMKOM:
Sunshine Skyway, 4To

B NepeBoje 03HavyaeT
«ConHeyHoro CusHus
He6ecHbin MNyTb».

Right. This remarkable
bridge has an
unmistakably American
name: the Sunshine
Skyway.

MNenvkaH — cumBon
dnopuackoro CaHKT-
MNeTepbypra.

The pelican is the symbol

of Saint Petersburg,
Florida.

BBepxy. MNucbmo lNetpa [leMeHTbEBA,

B KOTOPOM OH COO6LUaeT 0 cornalieHmm
¢ 3emneBnagensLem Bunbamcom,
pe3ynsTaTomM KOTOpOoro crano
OCHOBaHWe HOBOro ropoja.

Huxe. MNMepBoHayanbHbIM nnaH CaHKT-
MNeTtepbypra, 3aperncTpupoBaHHbIN
MNetpom JemeHTbeBbIM 11 aBrycta
1888 rofa B oKkpyre Xunc6opo.

Above. A letter from Piotr Dementyev in
which he reports that he has reached
agreement with John C. Williams, the
landowner, the result of which was the
founding of the new city.

Below. The original plan of Saint
Petersburg filed in Hillsborough County
courthouse in Tampa on 11 August
1888, by Peter A. Demens.
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HEI[, TPOOYIUTCS, TPUAET B UYBCTBO M CO
BCEH IMPUCYIIEIT eMy MOIIBIO OCBOGOINT CeOsT
OT TIyT I1ayKa, 3aMaHUBIIETO €TO B CBOIO IIay-
Tuny>. Exsa Jloc-Anjpkeneca 10CTUIO U3Be-
ctue o pepomormu 1905 roga, JlemenToen
otnpaswics B Poccuo. B Ilerep6ypre on
OpraHm3oBajg BBIITYCK razersl «CTpaHa»
C IMOA-3aroJOBKOM «OpraH KOHCTUTYIIUOH-
HOU MbIC/IN». OJJHAKO PeBOIONUs ObLIA MO-
nasieHa, 1 /leMeHTheB BEpHYJICS B AMEPUKY.
On Bomryctun kaury «Ogepkn CeBepo-Ame-
puxanckux Coeaunensbix IllTaros», npo-
JOJBKA MyOIMKOBATLCS BO MHOTHX PYCCKUX
U3JaHUAX, TEPEBOAN KHUTH PYCCKUX ITHCa-
TeJe Ha AHIIMUCKUNA, aMEPUKAHCKUX —
Ha PYCCKHUM.

Bo Bpewms IlepBoii MUpPOBOIi BOMHBI B Ia-
sete «Jloc-Anmxkenec TaiiMc» peryaspHo 1e-
YaTaIUCh €ro MaTpuoTudeckue crarbu. OH
BOCTOPKEHHO NpUH:T PeBpaibCckylo peBo-
JIIOITHIO, HO OBLT TOTPsAceH OKTAOPLCKIM ITe-
peBoporoM. M3BecTus O KpPOBaBBIX COOBI-
TUsAX [paskJaHCKOM BOMHDBI, BO3MOXKHO, OTUa-
CTH CTaJIM IPUYHHOM ero cMepTu 21 sHBaps
1919 roxa. B Hekpoore, ony6IMKOBAaHHOM B
razere «Jloc-Anmxeinec Taiimc», ero HazBam
«CJTABSTHCKHM COJIIATOM U CEHATOPOM>», «PyC-
CKUM IIaTPHUOTOM>.

B 1979 roxy B neHrpe (IOPHACKOTO
Cankr-Ilerepbypra B mapke, Ha3BaHHOM
uMmeneM JlemeHca, ObLI YCTaHOBJIEH TIpa-
HUTHBIA HOCTAMEHT B 4Y€CTh OCHOBATEJS
ropoza. |

what reminiscent of Vasilyevsky Island,
while the station that Demens built looked
liked the one in Tsarskoye Selo.

Demens’s financial affairs grew so bad,
however, that he was obliged to sell his share
in the business. Intense work in a hot, damp
climate undermined his health: in 1889
Demens moved with his family to North-
Carolina, and then settled in Los Angeles.
There he made a complete recovery and
engaged in business with renewed vigour.
First he bought a laundry, then became co-
owner of several enterprises and a share
older in local banks. By the mid-1990s he had
once more become a rich and influential
man. At which point he decided to take up
writing again.

Articles and essays by PA. Tverskoi (the
pen-name Dementyev-Demens adopted)
were published for twenty years in the Vest-
nik Yevropy and other Russian periodicals.
His readers included Emperor Nicholas II
and Vladimir Ilyich Lenin. He correspond-
ed with Pobedonostsev and Stolypin and
carried on a controversy with Leo Tolstoi. In
the London-based Sovremennik magazine
Dementyev published a “Letter to the Russ-

CnpaBa. C nucatenem Bna-
nmmmnpom KoponeHnko lMetp
[leMeHTbeB NO3HaKOMUIICS
B 1893 roay Ha BbiCTaBKe
B YuKaro.

Right. Piotr Dementyev
became acquainted with
the writer Vladimir
Korolenko at the World’s
Columbian Exhibition in
Chicago in 1893.

ian Tsar” that proved prophetic. It contains
these lines: “My spiritual pain is for the
Russian people who will be obliged to pay
for all this proposed legislation not only
with blood, but with the happiness and pros-
perity of whole generations of which this
heavy burden will be the ruin. ... But the
nation will not remain patient for ever. It
willfinally awake, come to its senses and with
all its innate might free itself from the
clutches of the spider that has lured it into
its web.”

During the First World War, his patriotic
articles appeared regularly in the Los Angeles
Times. He greeted the February Revolution
with delight, but was stunned by the Bolshe-
vik coup in October 1917. Reports of the
bloody events of the Civil War may have con-
tributed to his death on 21 January 1919.
The obituary published in the Los Angeles
Times called him “a Slavonic soldier and sen-
ator ... a Russian patriot”.

In 1979 a granite pedestal was set up in
the centre of St Petersburg, Florida in hon-
our of its founder, and the place where con-
struction of the city began is called Demens
Landing. m

CneBa. JleB Tonctom B ficHOM
Monsaxe. ®oTorpadpus
Kapna Bynnbl, 1908 rog.

B XVIII Beke oT Pycckow MpaBocnas-
HOW LIepKBM OTAeNMNach ceKkra
nyxo6opoB. JleB ToncTon okasbiBan
fyxo6opam, KOTopble 3MUrpUpoBan
B KaHapy, MmopanbHyto U MaTepualb-
Hyto noafepky. Netp JemeHTbes
peLmnn NoMoYb Ayxobopam ctatb
npouBeTalwnmmn depmepamu

B KanndopHuu. OgHako Jles ToncTow
BbICTYNWA NPOTUB 3TOro. OH cymTan,
YTO TOSIbKO B CYPOBbIX YCIIOBUAX U
yAaneHuu oT rpexoBHOro Mupa
MOYHO 06pecTn boxkbto 6narogathb.

B nonemuke c JibBom Tonctbim
[leMeHTbeB NONy4Yun HEOXMAH-
HYIO MOAAEPIKKY CO CTOPOHbI

K. M. No6egoHocueBa, peakum-
OHHOro nonuTuKa. Nepenucka
[emeHTbeBa ¢ [Mo6eoHOCLEBbLIM
npoaonKanacb 40 CMepTH nocnes-
Hero B 1907 rogy.

Huxe. KoHcTaHTUH MNMobeaoHocLEeB.
dotorpadus Kapna bynnbl.

Left. Leo Tolstoy at his estate
of Yasnaya Poliana. 1908 photograph
by Karl Bulla.

In the 18th century a sect known as
the Dukhobors split from the Russian
Orthodox Church. Tolstoy gave the
Dukhobors who emigrated to Canada
moral and material support. Piotr De-
metyev resolved to help the Dukho-
bors become flourishing farmers in
California. Tolstoy, however, was
against the idea. He believed that
God'’s grace could only be found in
harsh conditions and withdrawal
from the sinful world.

In his dispute with the great writer,
Dementyev received unexpected
support from Konstantin Pobedo-
nostsey, a reactionary statesman.
Dementyev’s correspondence with
Pobedonostsev continued until the
latter’s death in 1907.

Below. Konstantin Pobedonostsev.
Photograph by Karl Bulla.
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