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murder

in the royal bedchamber

Muvrders are usually carried out
under cover of darkness.
The legendary Duc Henri
de Guise, known as “Le Balafré” —
“The Scarred”, was killed
in the early morning.
SEICIIVCRERT STV RS (IR [ el us go back to 23 December
PesuficH LS Koposie ua The Frangois | wing:

Bkag v Banya Right. A portraitorliB e 1588 and the royal apartments

Gapaga. MopTpeT repora Ducide Guise. '1'6th century. A .
BT XVi GOk at the Chateau de Blozs.

The Duc de Guise entered.
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Munus rcusnu: Kogapcmeo / Iine of fate:

Mo cnoBaMm MemMyapucra,
feHpux I «6bin 6bl 4OCTOM-
HEeWLNM rocyaapem,
noscTpeYancsa emy
[OCTOMHbIN BEK».

According to the memoirist
Pierre L’Estoile, Henri lll
“would have been a most
worthy sovereign, had he

encountered a worthy age”.

Bcemoryuias EkaTepuHa
Meanyu n3BecTHa Kak
BAOXHOBUTENbHMLA
BapdonomeeBCKON HOUM.
Mo ceW aeHb nmsa atow
KOBapHOM GNOPEHTURKM
OKPY>KEHO YepHOM
nereHaon.

The all-powerful Catheri-
ne de Médicis is blamed
for inspiring the St
Bartholemew’s Day
Massacre. Still today

a dark legend surrounds
this devious Florentine-
born queen.
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Bnectawemy nonntuky lex-
puxy Il nogaaHHble ganu
NPO3BULLE «NPEKPACHbI
CyMpaK».

B XVIII BeKe 30n0T1as anoxa

KoponeBcKoro bnya 3aBeplunacs.

I 3aMOK cTan NpUcTaHuLemM ans
6bIBLUMX MPUABOPHbIX M MOCTEMNEH-

HO MpuLLen B 3amnycTeHue.

8th century the golden age

1!'. WY

B cocmas xoposnes-
CK020 co8ema 6x00U-
au 15-20 venoeex
U3 YUCAA NPUHY e
Kposu, Kapounanroe
U BBLCUUX Q0N
HOCTIHBLX AUY,
Cosem svinoanan
KOHCYALMAMUBHDIE
Pynxkyuu npu

DE FHANCE, ’K?WOJL&

The King’s Council
comprised 15—20
men drawn from
among the princes

of the blood,

the cardinals and
holders of senior state
offices. The council
had consultative
Junctions.

The brilliant politician Hen-
ri Il was nicknamed

“the Brilliant Twilight” by
his subjects.

dpaHumck Il v Kapn IX —
cTaplune 6paTtbs

lenpuxa lll n ero
npejwecTBeHHUKM Ha
dpaHLy3CcKoM npecTone.

Francois Il and Charles IX,
the elder brothers

of Henri lll who preceded
him on the French throne.

Bocemb aopsu us amunoi oxpaust len-
puxa III BcTanmm, NpUIOKUB PYKU K Y€ PHBIM
GapxaTHpIM GeperaM. OTBETHB Ha IIPUBET-
cTBHeE, Jie [13 mpociejoBa MUMO HUX K CTa-
poMy KaGUHETY, I/ie KOPOJIb HA3HAYMI €My
Bcrpedy. OTKHHYB IIOPTBEPY B JABEPSX, OH
LIATHYJI B TECHBIM KOPUJOP U yBUJEN IIEPEJ
co60I TPOUX BOOPYKECHHBIX TOjieii. B ToT
K€ MOMEHT BOCEMb UEJIOBEK, JACKYPUBIIHE B
CnaJbHE, HAKUHYINCh Ha Hero c3aan. OH
ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK KTO-TO BIEILISCTCA €My
B ILIEYO, KEJE3HOU XBATKOU CKUMAET 3aIld-
CTDbs, TIOJICEKAET €31 KOJIEHOM, U Cpasy —
ylap KUH)KaJIOM B I'PyAb ¥ BTOPOH — B TOP-
J10. leprior 3amyTasics B Iame, He yCIIes Bbl-
xBaTuTh mmary. O oréuBaicss 60HGOHbEP-
KOM, U3 KOTOPOI MHHYTY Ha3aJ JaKOMIJICS
CJIAJIOCTAMM, CYMEJI IOBIATH YETBEPBIX,
OTCTymasi O6paTHO B canbHIO. Ho crbr 6b1-
i CIMIKOM HepasHbl. Hanagasmue, To-
KasCh M MeIasi APyT APYTY, 6ECIOPAIOYHO
KOJIOJIU repuora Kumxaaamu. OHu NOHSIN,
9TO MedJeHBI He Hafea KOJbUYTY, U HAaHO-
CWJIN YAAPHI B TPYAb, B XKUBOT, B Imeio. B nu-
KOH cyrosoke je [u3 ocrepsenesno compo-
TUBJISUICSI I BMECTE C IOBUCIIMMM Ha HEM
YOMIAIIAMHU MEJUIEHHO IATHUIICS K JIBEPSM 3a-
JIa KOPOJIEBCKOT'O COBETA, IPUMBIKABIIETO K
MoOHapiueil cnaapHe. Tam B 3TO BpeMs npo-
XOJMJIO 3aceJjaHMe, TaM — craceHue!

OfHAKO € KaXJOH CEKYHJOH €ro CHJIbI
yOBIBATH. YK€ TOBEPKEHHBIN, XPUIII U 32
XJIe6BIBASICh KPOBBIO, OH mpokpudar: «Ko

Eight nobles belonging to Henri III's
personal guard stood up and raised their
hands to their black berets. Returning their
greeting, Guise walked past them towards
the old study where he was supposed to meet
the King. Turning back the curtain over the
doorway, he stepped into a cramped corri-
dor and found himself confronted by three
armed men. At that same instant, the eight
men on duty in the bedchamber attacked
him from behind. He felt someone take firm
hold of his shoulder; an iron hand encircled
his wrist, then a dagger blow to his chest, and
a second to his throat. Entangled in his
cloak, the Duke had no time to draw his
sword. He snatched up the sweetmeat dish,
from which he had been eating raisins a
minute before, and managed to fell four of
his opponents as he retreated into the bed-
chamber. But the fight was too unequal. The
attackers stabbed the Duke in a shambolic
rush, their daggers striking at the chest, the
belly, the throat. In the midst of the mad
scrimmage, Guise slowly fought his way back
towards the doors of the King’s council
chamber. The council was meeting there
and that meant hope of salvation.

MHe, 1py3bsl> Kpuk ycaplmanu B 3ane cobe-
Ta ¥ PAJOM Ha JIECTHUILIE, HO ObLIO YXKe 03~
quo. Komanaup TenoxpaHureneil KOposd
Je JlyaHbgK yIapoM C3a/ 1 IPUKOHYMII Tep-
1ora. MedeHbIil ynaa B U3HOKbE KOPOJIEB-
CKOIl KpOBAaTH, YCIIEB INPOMIENTATh: «IJTO
Bce Mou nperpemenud. [lomumnyii mens,
Tocmoau!»

Korja Bce 6bUI0 KOHYEHO, B CIIAIIBHIO BO-
me [enpux III. On mHYT HOroOM NCKOIOTOE
KHH)KQJTaMA TEJIO ¥ TPOU3HEC CBOIO NCTOPH-
geckyio ¢ppasy: «Hac 6ospme He pBOE, OT-
HBIHE KOPOJIb TOJNbKO s!»

Tenepn Bepuemca Ha3aj, YTOOBI BOCCTA-
HOBUTDb XPOHOJIOTMIO U UCTOPUYECKYIO I10-
JIOTUIEKYy 3HAMEHHUTOro ybuiictsa B biya.
HcTokn apaMaTHIecKOTo MPOTUBOCTOSHUS
Ienpuxa III u Ienpuxa e Iusa u ero xposa-
BOM PasBA3KU — JUHACTMYECKUM KPHU3UC,
IOPA3UBIINN ITPABAIYIO JUHACTHIO Baya B
pasrap Penuruosnpix poitH. Bce uersepo
cornoselt lenpuxa Il u Exarepunnt Meguuan
HE UMeJN 3aKOHHBIX JIeTeH-HACIeHUKOB 1
YMUpQIA paHO — KaK OyATO OBl X CEMBIO
npecaesoBa 37101 pok. Uyrs Goubine roza
npaBuI cTapuuii u3 6parees, Ppanmuck II,
yMepImui B mecTHaAnaTh jgeT. Ha mapcrso-
BaHue cpexHero oOpara, Kapaa IX, npwu-
mack Bapgonomeesckas HOUb, IoOCIE yxkKa-
COB KOTOPOH 24-1eTHUN KOPOJb JUIINJICA
paccyaka. K MOMEHTy onmuchbIBaeMbIX COOBI-
THI TPOH YK€ YETBIPHAANATD JIET 3aHUMaJ
crenylomuii mo cdery o6part, lempux III,

Every passing second, however, was strip-
ping him of his strength. Already floored,
gasping and choking on blood, he cried out,
“Help, friends!” His cry was heard in the
council chamber and on the adjoining stair-
case, but it was already too late. With a blow
from behind, Loignac, the commander of
the King’s bodyguard, put an end to the
Duke’s life. Le Balafré fell at the foot of the
King’s bed, managing to whisper, “Those are
all my sins! Lord, have mercy on me!”

When it was all over, Henri III came into
the bedchamber. He kicked the dagger-rid-
dled body and pronounced the words that
have gone down in history: “There are no
longer two of us; from now on I alone am
king!”

Now let us go back further, to establish the
chronology and the motives behind the infa-
mous murder at Blois. None of the four sons
of Henri II and Catherine de Médicis had
legitimate heirs and all four died young — as
if some malevolent fate were pursuing the
family. The eldest brother, Francois II, ruled
for just over a year, dying at the age of sixteen.
The reign of his brother, Charles IX, was
marked by the St Bartholomew’s Day Mas-
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Nunus rcusnu: xosapcmso / Iine of fate:

KOTOPOTO BCE YAIIE OJI0JIE€BAIN PA3HDIE XBO-
pu. Caryanch 9To € KOPOJIEM — U IIPECTOJT He-
MU306€KHO JOJKEH OBbLI MIEPEHTH K IIPeCTa-
BUTEJIO JPYroii AMHACTHUU, MO0 y MOHapXxa
He ObLTO CBbIHA, a €ro Maagmuil 6pat Ppan-
Cya 4YeThIpbMs TOJaMU paHee CKOHYAJICH
MIpU 3araJIOYHbIX 06cTOsATENbCTBAX. Cornac-
HO JIPEBHUM 3aKOHAM KOPOJIEBCTBA, IIpEEM-
HUKOM JIOJDKEH OBbII CTaTh MEPBBLIA IPHHIY
KpoBH — mpoTtecTaHT lempux ge byp6om,
npasusmuii B Hasappe. Ho ITana Pumcxuii
HUKOT/[a HE CTaJI ObI KOPOHOBATH IVIABY €pe-
THKOB, 3AIIATHABIIETO ceOs1 BOMMTHOU IIPOTUB
KaTOJIMKOB.

3aByasieTh TPOHOM SKXKIATU U MOTYIIe-
crBeHHble repuoru Iusel. OHM BO3BBICH-
JIUCHh B IIOCJIEJHUE TPUALATD JIET, a UX Ha-
cJIeACTBeHHas BOTYMHA JloTapuHrus no cy-
TH COCTABJISITTA TOCYTAPCTBO B TOCYAPCTBE.
CaMbIM BJIUATENIBHBIM U3 JIOTAPUHICKUX
TIpUHIEB OBLT SAPBIH Bpar NMPOTECTaHTOB
Ienpux ge [us. On Hayan MOX0OJ 3a MPECTOJ
1 OBIT TOTOB K PEMINTEIBHON M PUCKOBAH-
HOMU urpe.

Kopous kpaiiHe TpeBOoXIIO CJI0KUBIIEe-
ca nosoxkenue jie. OH He MOT JOIYCTUTD,
YTOOBI KAKMUE-TO JIOTAPUHICKUE BBICKOYKH
MOCATAIN Ha I[€JIOCTHOCTh MOHAPXUH, HO U
Ienpux HaBappckuii He BBI3bIBaJ Y HETO
0OCOOBIX CUMIIATUM, XOTb M ObLI JKE€HAT Ha
ero cecrpe Maprapure: CJIUIIKOM yX JIETKO
MEHSII BEPY, JIa U BOOOIIE — KTO 3HAECT, ITO'y
3TOro XHUTpena Ha yme. IIpormBocrosHme
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sacre, after which the 24-year-old monarch
lost his reason. By the time of the event that
interests us, the throne had been occupied
for fourteen years by the third brother, Henri
III, who was increasingly prey to various ail-
ments. Should something happen to the
King, the throne would inevitably pass to a
different dynasty, because the monarch had
no son to succeed him, and his younger
brother Francois had died four years earlier
under mysterious circumstances. According
to the ancient laws of the realm, he would be
succeeded by the most senior prince of the
blood - the Protestant Henri de Bourbon,
ruler of Navarre. The Catholic Church, how-
ever, would never agree to crown the leader
of the heretics, a man who had waged war
against those loyal to Rome.

The mighty dukes of Guise had also set
their sights on the throne. Their star had
been in the ascendancy for the past thirty
years and their hereditary patrimony of Lor-
raine was effectively a state within the state.
The most influential of the princes of Lor-
raine was the ardent foe of the Protestants
and head of the Catholic Holy League,
Henri de Guise. He began a campaign to

Tpex cmi — Basya, byp6onos u 1308 — BbI-
JINJIOCh B IPOJOJIKABIIYIOCSI HE OJUH TOJ
«BOUHY Tpex lenpuxos».

Hano ckasartp, uro Ienpux III — oxgna 3
CaMBIX CJIOXHBIX U TParudeckux Quryp
snoxu Pennrnosneix BoiiH. Hatypa Heypa-
BHOBEILIECHHAs, OH BECh ObUI COTKAH U3 IIPO-
TUBOpEYUH. IJTOT YeJIOBEK, CKJIOHHBIH K
MEJTAHXOJINH U JACTPECCUN U, Ka3al0Ch ObI,
CJIaGOBOJIbHBIN, OBLT B AE€HCTBUTEIHLHOCTU
pacyeTIUBBLIM, HMHUYHBLIM IOJUTHUKOM,
03a60YEHHBIM TPECTIKEM KOPOJIEBCKOM
BjacTU. MHOTrME HEHABU/IE/IU KOPOJIs 3a He-
YMEPEHHYIO JIOG0Bb K POCKOIINU W JIBYJIH-
qne. [Tocre 6eckOHEUHBIX OPruil €ro OxXBa-
TBIBaJI CTpax Iepej BceBbIIHUM, OH UCTO-
BO IOCTHWJICS, YCTpauWBaJ IIOKasHHBIE
HIECTBUSL B BEPUTraxX U IAJOMHUYECTBA K
cBaTeiHAM. Oznnako lenpux III He pas men
Ha YCTYIIKM BparaM Bepbl, U (paHATHKU-Ka-
TOJIUKU BCE Yallle IPEe3PUTETHHO Ha3bIBAIN
€ro BepooTCcTynHUKOM. OTKpbITas He-
NPUA3Hb K MOHAPXY J€Hb OTO JHs BO3pa-
CTaJa, 9YTO, ECTECTBEHHO, OBLIO Ha PYKY €TO
COIlepHUKAM.

Bricokopocibii curad repuor e Ius or-
JIMYAJICS BJACTHOCTBIO M HEIIOMEPHBIM Ye-
cromo6ueM. OH ObLT IPOCIABICHHBIM IOJI-
KOBOJIIEM, HE 3HAOIIUM CTpaxa, OyecTs-
UM KaBaJIePOM, JIOOUMIEM IPUIBOPHBIX
jJam. Ha neBoii meke repror ropfo HOCHI
YPOAJIUBBINA IIpaM — CJIeJ TYT€HOTCKOM Iry-
mu. Ero orenr ®pancya ne Iws, mpexHuii

gain the crown and was prepared to act deci-
sively and take risks.

The King was greatly alarmed at the situa-
tion. He could not allow some upstarts from
Lorraine to infringe upon the integrity of
the realm, but neither did he have any great
liking for Henri of Navarre, although he was
married to his sister, Margaret: he was too
quick to change his faith, and in general it
was impossible to tell what went on in his
devious mind. The clash of these three
forces — the Valois, the Bourbons and the
Guises - boiled up into the “War of the
Three Henris” that went on for years.

It must be said that Henri III was a com-
plete patchwork of contradictions. A man
inclined to melancholy and depression,
seemingly weak-willed, he was in reality a cal-
culating, cynical politician, obsessed with
the prestige of royal power. Many hated the
King for his immoderate fondness for luxu-
ry and his duplicity. After endless orgies he
was struck by a fear of the Almighty. He fast-
ed sincerely, organized penitential proces-
sions in chains and pilgrimages to holy sites.
Yet Henri III repeatedly made concessions
to the enemies of his faith and fanatical

Ceamas Jluea -
peaueuosro-nosumuneckoe
obsedunenue Ppanyys-
CKUX KAMOAUKOE 8 UX
BOUNHAX C 2)2eHOMAMU.
Bosenasasnu Ceamyro
Jluzy eepyozu Tuso.

The Holy League was the
religious and political
association of the French
Catholics in their wars
with the Huguenots. The
ducs de Guise were heads
of the Holy League.

Y6uicTBo repuora e lmsa.
[paBtopa. XVI BeK.

Hwxe. 3amok bnya.
CnanbHsa leHpwmxa lll,

B KOTOPOM NPOM30LWI0
y6uicTBO repuora ae lmsa.

The Slaying of the
Duc de Guise.
Engraving. 16th century.

Below. The Chateau de
Blois. Henri lll’'s bedcham-
ber in which the Duc de
Guise was murdered.

BpaTtbsa M3bl. CneBa Ha-
npaso: Kapn ManeHHCKUNR,
[eHpux MeyeHbin

n JllogoBuK, kapavHan Jlo-
TapuHrcKkui. Moptpet

Ha faepese. XVI BeK.
Mocne pacnpaBbl Hag ero
6paTbsiMu repuor ManeH-
HCKW BO3rnasun Jiury u
npoaosiKan BOMHY NPOTUB
feHpuxa Ill, a 3atem —
npotuB lexpuxa IV.

The Guise brothers.

Left to right: Charles de
Mayenne, Henri “Le Bal-
afré” and Louis,Cardinal
of Lorraine. A portrait

on panel. French school.
16th century. After the
killing of his brothers at
Blois the Duc de Mayenne
assumed leadership of the
Holy League and contin-
ued the war against Henri
Ill and then against Henri
IV (Navarre).

BOX/Ib KATOJIMKOB, IIEPEJA CHIHY HE TOJBKO
HEHABUCTb K NPOTECTAHTaM, HO U CBOE
npossunie — Mevenbiii. Kak rmasHbIi 3a-
IIUTHUK UCTUHHON Bepbl, MeueHbIN-MIA]I-
MU IMeJI OTPOMHOE BJIMSIHHE IIPU JBOPE U
ObLI KYMUPOM KAaTOJUKOB-IIPOCTOTIOAUHOB.

B crposkaiimeit TaiiHe mpuUIBOpPHBIE Te-
Heasoru JoMa Iu30B cocTaBmm 11 HUX (pa-
MIUTBHYIO POJIOCJIOBHYIO. [113BI BO UTO GBI TO
HU CTAJIO XOTEJIU JIOKa3aTh, 4YTO BEAYT CBOI
pox ot camoro Kapia Benuxoro, a 3nauur,
HUMEIOT 3aKOHHOE€ IIPABO 3aHATH IPECTOJL.
Basya sxe, 110 UX MHEHHIO, OBIITM CaMO3BaH-
I[aMH, IIOTOMKaMH 6acTapAoB, KOTAA-TO 00-
MaHOM 32aXBaTUBIIUX (ppaHIy3ckuii TpoH. 1
MeueHsblil, y:ke BUAEBIIMII ceOsl IpaBUTe-
seM ®PpaHIyy, Bce MEHbBIIE CUUTAICA C KO-
poJsiem-«yayprnaTtopom». lenpux III, ecre-
CTBEHHO, HE KAJIOBaI JEP3KOTO JOTAPUHI-
rma. OH 3anpeTtmyn MedyeHOMy NpHUeE3XaTh B
ITapmx, T7€ y TOTO GBITO OTPOMHOE UHCIO
npusepskennes. Oxunako B Mae 1588 ropza,
HEeB3Upasi Ha IIPUKa3 KopoJs, je 1u3 snexan
B rOPOJI, T/I€ €T0 BCTPETUIN C HEBUJIAHHBIM
TpuyMQOM, TOUHO KOPOJIb — OH. Tem cambIM
OH CIIPOBOIIMPOBAJ MATEXK IPOoTUB [enpuxa
Basiya, u3BecTHBIII Kak «I€Hb OappuUKai».
VYHIKEHHOMY MOHApXy MPHIILIOCH CIEMIHO
cnacarbcst 6ercrBoM. OH 06OCHOBAJICS B
Biaya m cran BbIHAMUBATH IUIAHBI MECTH.
OceHblo I pelleHus] HEOTIOXKHBIX e B
KOpOJIEBCTBE OH co3Bal B biya Ienepann-
HbIe IMITAThl — XOPOIMUH IIPEJJIOT, YTOOLI

Catholics were increasingly speaking of him
despisingly as an apostate. Open hostility to
the monarch was growing by the day, which
naturally played into the hands of his rivals.
The tall, physically powerful Duc de Guise
was an imperious and excessively ambitious
character. He was a celebrated military com-
mander who knew no fear, a fine gentleman
and a favourite with the ladies of the court.
On his left cheek the Duke proudly bore a
disfiguring scar left by a Huguenot bullet.
His father, Francois de Guise, the previous
leader of the Catholics, had passed on to his
son not only a hatred of Protestants, but also
his nickname - Le Balafré. As the chief
defender of the true faith, Le Balafré-
filswielded enormous influence at court and
was the idol of the Catholic common folk.
Henri III naturally did not look
favourably on the bold warrior from Lor-
raine. He forbade Guise to come to Paris
where the Duke had an enormous follow-
ing. In May 1588, however, in defiance of
the King’s orders Guise entered the city to
be met with an unprecedented triumphant
reception, as if he were the king. In doing so
the Duke provoked a revolt. The humiliated
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3aMaHUTh TyAa reprora. OTHBIHE 3TOT 3a-
MOK IIPEBPATUJICH B MOJIE€ CPAKEHUS MEXK]TY
Asymsi [eHpuxamMu, ¥ MOKUHYTD €TI0 CYKAEHO
ObLIO TOJBKO ITOOEIUTEIIO.

Pagu BoxenenHoro nmpecrosa Iu3er gas-
HO ObLIM TOTOBBI HAa KpallHUe JeHUCTBUS.
OHHU fgaxke MBITAINCh (PU3UUECKH YCTpa-
uuth lenpuxa III, opranmsosas Ha HeEro
HECKOJIBKO TTOKyIIeHn, Ho bor xpann xo-
poasi. B birya B nokoax [u30B Kaxkablii Be-
Yep OTKPBITO COOMPAINCH WX IPHUBEPIKCH-
ipt. Ha o6exe 17 nexabps 6par Meuenoro
kapauHa1 JloTapuHICKUl ¢ BBI3OBOM IIPO-
BO3IVIACKI JIE€P3KUH TOCT: «3a 3J0pOBbE
Moero 6para — kopoud Ppanrun! — nocie
Yero BO BCEyCJbIIaHUE Jo6aBuI — Basya
MECTO B MOHACTBIPE — U3 HErO BBIIJET He-
II0XOM MOHax». OT 3TUX CJIOB HX cecTpa
reproruHs je MoHImaHCche TaK BOOJYIICBU-
JIaCh, YTO TOTOBA ObLIA XOTb CeMYyac coo-
CTBEHHOPYYHO BBICTPUYDL KOPOJIO TOH3YPY.
Ienpuxy III, pasymeercsa, 060 BceM B ITo-
JIPOGHOCTSIX JTOHECTH — KOPOJb BCKHUIIECI.
Emy BcmomHmmace cyapba Xnapaepuka 111,
MIOCJICHETO (PPAHKCKOTO KOPOJIS JUHACTHHI
MepoBunros, — B 751 roy TOT GbLI HU3JIO-
JKE€H CBOUM MOTYIIECTBEHHBLIM IIOJJaHHBIM
IMunuroMm KopoTkuM, MOCTPHKEH B MOHa-
XU U OTHpaBJIEH JOKUBAThb BEK B MOHa-
ctoipb Cen-bepren. lenpux III xaxman
OTMINIEHUS, U YeM CKOPEH, TeM JIydIIe.

YUyBCTBYy#, 9TO TyUIH CTYIAIOTCS, GIM3KME
K TEpIIOTY JIIOIU 3aKIMHAIN €TO HU Ha IIar
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monarch had to save himself by hastily tak-
ing flight. He settled at Blois and began to
hatch plans of vengeance.

For the sake of the yearned-for crown, the
Guises were ready to go to extremes. They
even tried to organize several attempts on
Henri III’s life, but God protected the King.
At Blois supporters gathered openly in the
Guises’ quarters every evening. At dinner on
17 December, Le Balafré’s brother, the Car-
dinal of Lorraine, challengingly pro-
nounced a defiant toast: “To the health of my
brother, the King of France!” Then he
added for all to hear, “Valois’s place is in a
monastery; he will make quite a good
monk.” Those words so inspired their sister,
the Duchesse de Montpensier, that she
expressed readiness to tonsure the King per-
sonally that very minute. All this was, of
course, reported in detail to Henri III. The
King saw red. He recalled the fate of Childer-
ic III who had been deposed by a powerful
subject, Pippin the Short, forcibly tonsured
and sent to live out his days in a monastery.
Henri III thirsted for vengeance, and the
sooner, the better.

Sensing the storm clouds gathering,

HE OTIIYCKaTh OT ce6Gs OXpaHy, a HA ayAHCH-
LUK C KOPOJIEM OPaTh YCUJIECHHBIN 3CKOPT U
HaJIeBaTh OOMIUTYIO GeI0i TapToi KOJIbUy-
ry. Ho xpa6poctu MeueHoMy ObLIO HE 3aHU-
MaTh — OH B OTBET JuIb oTMaxuBajics. CKko-
PO B KyJIyapax JBOPLA IEIOTOM OOCYKIIN
6pomenHble UM ciaoBa: «Boiiau B aBepb
XOTh CaMa CMEpPTh, s He JAporHy». CMepTh
MEKy TEM YK€ CTOsLIa Ha IIOPOre.

Ienpuxom III 6bL1 pazpaboTaH MOAPOG-
HeHAmmi 1u1aH youiictea. ITokoHIuTs € rep-
IIOI'OM BBIIIAJIO TEJOXPAHUTESAM KOPOJI —
TEM CaMbIM «COPOKa IATH», KOTOPBIX IIPO-
cnapun Anexcanjap /lijoma-oten; B cBoeM
pomane.

I1aBHyI0 MOMEXY Ul OPraHU3aTOPOB I10-
KyIIeHUs IpEeJCTaBIsIa OJUTeNbHAs OXpa-
Ha sie I'nsa. IIpunuiocs 10110 10MaTh roJo-
BY HaJ| TeM, KaK OTCEYDb TepPIIOra OT 3CKOPTA
U ¢ HabpOCUTHCA Ha Hero. OCymecTBUTh
3a/[yMaHHOE OBIIO HEMPOCTO, MOCKOJIBKY
MeueHbIH, KaK TIaBHBIA aBopenkuit Ppan-
MU, PAaCHOPsKaICsA KIIOYaMH KOPOJIEB-
CKOM pe3alJIeHIINH, a €r0 CTOPOHHUKH BeJia-
JI TIEpEeMENEHUEM JIIO/IEH B 3aMKe.

KoposeBckue amapTaMeHTBbI 3aHUMAIN
TpeTuil aTaxk asopia. IIpamo Hax HUMHN Ha-
XOJWJINCh OOIINPHBIE YEPAAKH, IJie HeJaB-
HO 3aKOHYWJIM PEMOHT, YTOOBI, B COOTBET-
CTBHUU C IOXKEJAaHUEM KOPOJIS, Pa3MECTUTD
TaM MOHAXOB-KaIyIIUHOB. Majlo KTO 3HalI,
uTo n3 kabunera lenpuxa I1I, mo6uresns no-
TAHBIX XOJIOB, B TOJIIE CTEHbl HA YepJaK

those close to the Duke begged him not to
move a step without his guard, to take a
strengthened escort to audiences with the
King and to wear a coat of mail trimmed
with taffeta. But Le Balafré was nothing if
not brave and he simply waved their sugges-
tions aside.

Henri III had worked out a highly detailed
plan for the killing. The disposal of the Duke
was entrusted to the King’s bodyguards -
those same “forty-five guardsmen” that Alexan-
dre Dumas-pere celebrated in his novel.

The chief hurdle for the organizers of the
assassination was Guise’s watchful guard.
They had to think long and hard about how
to separate the duke from his escort and
where to attack him. It was no easy matter to
carry out their plans since Le Balafré, as
Grand Chamberlain of France, had charge
of the keys of the royal residence and his
supporters oversaw the movement of people
within the chateau.

The royal apartments occupied the third
storey of the palace. Directly above them lay
the extensive attics. Few knew that thanks to
Henri IIT’s love of secret passages there was
inside the wall a spiral staircase linking them

Ienepanvnoie wma-
moL — cobparue
npedcmasumenets
dyxosencmaa,
deoparcmea u max
HA3BLBAEMO20
mpemvezo cocro8us
(ocmanvroeo
€80000H020 Hacene-
HUSL CMPaHDL).
Cozvieanucy

8 nepuodst ocaabre-
HUS KOPONescKou
BAACMU 015, 88€0e-
HUS HOBBLX HANO208
u pewenus opyaux
eonpocos.

The Estates General
was a gathering

of representatives
of the clergy,

the nobility and what
was known as

“the Third Estate” —
the remaining free-
born population of
the country. It was
summoned at times
when royal power
was weak

to introduce new
taxes and decide
other matters.

[e M3 He npuBbIK TepneTb
nopakeHu, Ho GpaHLYy3CKUI
TPOH eMY TaK W He NMOKOPUACS.

Guise was unaccustomed to
defeat, but the French throne
remained beyond his grasp.

3amok brya.

3an KoponeBCKOro coseTa.
The Chateau de Blois.

The King’s Council Chamber.

Lvoowvicvs Carn, DE Gvie

eredt wmf 1] mertfin g

[lyxoBHbIN raBa
dpaHLy3CKMUX KaTONMKOB
JliopoBuK e M3, KapauMHan
JloTapuHrcKum, 6bin yout
Ha cnefylowmi jeHb nocne
CMepTh CBOEro cTapLiero
6paTa.

The spiritual head of the
French Catholics, Louis
de Guise, Cardinal

of Lorraine, was killed
the day after his elder
brother.

——

MNocneaHui U3 J1eHUBbIX
Koponen» MepoBUHIoB
6eCrnoMOLLHbIH
Xunbaepwk Il 6bin
NoC/yLWHOW MapUOHETKON
B PyKax CBOEro morylie-
CTBEHHOr0 MOAAAHHOro
MunuHa KopoTKoro,
KOTOPbIA OTKPbIN BENNKYIO
3MOXy B UCTOPUK
dpaHuumM — 3anoxy
KaponuHros.

The last of the “lazy”
Merovingian kings, the
ineffectual Childeric Ill,
was an obedient puppet in
the hands of his powerful
subject Pippin the Short
who went on to begin a
great era in French history,
the Carolingian age.




perfidy

NMunus weusnu: xosapemeso / Iine of fate:

BeJleT BHUHTOBAS JIECTHULA — IO HeMl
JAOJGKHBI OBUIM CIyCTUTBCS M3 «KEJIHi»
YOUIIBL.

Hakanyne Toro mHsl, Ha KOTOPBIA OBLIO
HAME4YeHO YyOUIICTBO, KOPOJb YAOCTOWJI
CBOEro Bpara IPUATHOU Oecelpl, IPemIo-
JKAB TOMY IPUUTH Ha 3aBTpaIlHEE 3aceja-
HHE KOPOJEBCKOTO COBETA TOPAHBIIE, UTO-
OBl yCIIeTh pa3odpaTh CPOYHBIE €A, — OH-
Jie cobupaeTcs OTheXaTh JHEM B 3aTOPOJ:-
Hoe nomecTthe Jla-Hy. Paccuntano Bce 66110
TOYHO. BesbMOXU, OTHPaBIsAACh HA KOPO-
JIEBCKUI COBET, OCTABJISIM OXPaHy HAa BEPX-
HEeH IIomaike JecTHUb. Bo Bpems 3acena-
HUSI TepIiora COOHpAINCh BBI3BATh B CTa-
Pblii KaOMHET KOPOJIsl — Ty[a U3 3aJIa COBETA
MOXKHO ObBLIO NPOMTH HAIpPAMYIO, HO 3Ty
JBepb MoJ O6JAarOBUIHBIM IIPEJIOIOM 3aMy-
posamu. lepuory npejacrosyio uaATU B CTa-
pBIil KaOMHET KPYXKHBIM IyTE€M — IO KOPH-
JIOPY, OTXOUBIIEMY OT KOPOJIEBCKOH CTaTb-
HU, TOXKE COOOIIABIIENCS C 3aJI0M COBETA.
ITo rrany Kk MOMEHTY HalaJAeHUS IIPEIIoIa-
raJloCch 3allepeTh BOPOTA 3aMKa U Pa3BeCTH
BCE IIOJ/beEMHbIE MOCTBHI. BoopykeHHbIM
OTps/laM KOPOJIEBCKUX TBapJeuIieB yxe c
Beuepa IpUKa3ald IEePEeKPbITh ITTaBHBIN
BXO/, ITAPAHYIO JIECTHHUIY U BCE€ BUHTOBbIE
JIECTHMIIBI, BEAYIIE HA TPETUH TaX.

B HOUDL mepex youiicTBOM He mepecTaBas
st foxip. Kopoub ster panbliie 06GbIMHO-
ro, HO Ia3 Tak U He COMKHYJ. IToaHsaTbiit
KaMEpAMHEPOM B UYETBIpE yTpa, OH B3I

to his study — and that was the route the
killers were to take.

On the day before the murder was sched-
uled, the King favoured his enemy with a
pleasant conversation, suggesting that he
come early to the next day’s session of the
King’s council so that they would have more
time to settle urgent matters. Everything was
precisely calculated. Nobles bound for the
council left their escorts on the upper land-
ing of the staircase. During the session it was
planned to summon the Duke into the
King’s old study. There was a direct way
there from the council chamber, but that
door was blocked on a plausible excuse. The
Duke would find himself obliged to reach
the old study by a corridor running from the
royal bedchamber that also communicated
with the council chamber.

The night before the assassination, the
King retired early, but he did not sleep a
wink. Roused by a valet at four in the morn-
ing, he took a candle and made his way to
the new study. Trusted men allotted the con-
spirators to their places: the majority took
up position on the staircases; eight men
stayed to await Le Balafré in the bedcham-

IIOJICBEYHUK W IPOIIET B HOBBIH KaOUHET.
JloBepenHble JIOJM PACCTAaBUIN YYaCTHU-
KOB 3aroBopa II0 MeCTaM: OOJILIINHCTBO U3
HUX 3aHSAIM TO3UIUN Ha JIECTHUIAX, BO-
CeMb 9eJIOBEK BO IVIaBE C KOMAHAUPOM BCETO
oTpsaaa jie JIlyaHbSIKOM OCTATUCH K1aTh Me-
YEHOTO B CIAJbHE, €Ie JEeCATbh — Pe3epB —
3aTAaINCh B CTAPOM Kabumnere. Mexy mrec-
TbIO U cembio yrpa lenpux III yequnwica B
KPOIIEYHON MOJIEIbHE TIPU CITAJIBLHE U TIPO-
caymain Meccy. [Tocie ero yxona xaneian u
JYXOBHHK KOPOJIS JIOJITO MOJIMJIACE TaM 00
ycnexe Jea.

He yranocns BeiciaTnes u ge Iusy. Hakany-
He, 3a Y’KHHOM, OH HallleJ IOJ, CBOEeH cair-
eTKol 3aMMCcKy, ¢ TpeAyNPEKIEHIEM O TO-
ToBsimeMcs youticrse. IIpounras ee, Meue-
HBIH, GPaBUPYs, YEPKHY/I Ha TOM K€ JIUCTKE:
«He mocmeer», 1 mocmnemmn Ha J1060BHOE
ceumanne. K cebe oH BepHYJICS OKOJIO TPEX
yrpa. Xupypr Jlexen nepegan emy ee He-
CKOJIbKO aHOHUMHBIX IPEJYNPEXKICHIN —
repror npeHedper u umu. Kunys sammcku
Y MBrOJIOBbSI, OH KPEIIKO 3aCHYJL

B mectsb yrpa cexperaps je Iusa Ilepu-
Kap pasOy[uuI replora, ¥ TOT OTIPaBHJICS
Ha 3acesaHue. Ipexe o XoTesa NOMOIUTD
Cs B 9YaCOBHE, HO OHA OKA3aJ1aCh 3aIIePTOM.
OrpaHnYUBMHICL KPATKONH MOJTUTBOM Ha
xofy, ae Iu3 mepecek BOP U MO MapagHON
JIECTHULIE TOJHSICA B 321 KOPOJEBCKOTIO
copera. C yTpa OH He IO3aBTpakal U Te-
nepb nocaan Ilepukapa 3a ocrasieHHO B

ber; another ten concealed themselves in
the old study. Between six and seven o’clock
Henri III withdrew to the tiny chapel off the
bedchamber and heard Mass. After his
departure the chaplain and the King’s con-
fessor remained there long, praying for the
success of the venture.

Guise went short of sleep too. At dinner
the evening before, he found a note under
his napkin warning him of the planned mur-
der. After reading it, Le Balafré wrote with a
show of bravado on the same paper “He
won’t dare”, and hurried off to a lovers’
tryst. He returned to his apartments about
three in the morning to be handed several
more anonymous warnings. The Duke, how-
ever, dropped the notes alongside his bed
and fell into a deep sleep.

At six o’clock Guise’s secretary, Francois
de Péricard, woke the Duke, who then set
off for the council. He had not breakfasted
and sent Péricard back to his bedroom for
the silver dish of Damascus raisins left
there. Since his secretary was away for a long
time, the Duke asked a servant to give him
some Brignoles prunes. A few minutes later,
the council doorkeeper handed Le Balafré

Bapgonromeesckas
HOUb — MACCo80e
Youticmeo npome-
CMAHMOB KAMOAUKA-
mu 6 Iapuoce

8 KaAHYH OHA
ceamoeo Bapgpono-
mes, 24 aseyema

1572 zo0a.

The Massacre

of St Bartholomew’s
Day was a mass
slaughter of Protes-
tants by Catholics
in Paris, beginning
on 24 August 1572,
the eve of the saint’s

day.

Bsepxy. BHyTpeHHUH
ABOp 3aMKa bnya.

CnpaBa. Koponb
BCTPeYaeT NpubbIBLIMX

B bnya 6paTbeB [M30B BO
BHYTPEHHEM ABOpE 3aMKa
Yy 3HaMEHWUTOM NeCTHULIbI.
KapTtuHa MNbepa KoHta

Above. The inner courtyard
of the Chateau de Blois.

Right. The King Greeting
Duc Henri de Guise and
His Brother, the Cardinal
of Lorraine, upon

Their Arrival at Blois.
Painting by Pierre Contat.

MnaH TpeTbero ataxka 3aMka bnya B 1588 roay. Ctpenkamu nokasaHo,
KaK wen repuor Ae M3 K MecTy POKOBOMO COGbITUS.

The Chateau de Blois. A plan of the third storey in
the 16th century. The arrows show the route taken by Henri de Guise.

MonenbHa
(prayer chapel)

KapaynbHoe nomeuieHune
(guardroom)

KapaynbHoe nometieHve

KoponeBckas cnanbHa .
(the King’s Bedchamber) Hosbin
KabuHeT
(new study)

3an
KOponeBcKoro

coBseTa
(King's Council charfiber);

AnapTameHThbl
Koponesbl
(the Queen’s apartments)

KapaynbHoe
nomeuleHve

Crapbit
KabuHeT

(old study)

~<bonbwas necrHua

(large staircase)

leHpux Il penan Bce
BO3MOXHOE, Y4TOGbI

B [11a3ax KaToJIMKOB GbITb
6nunxe K bory, 4yem fe ma.
Bo BpemMs noKasiHHbIX
npoLeccuit Koposb U ero
NpUABOpPHbIE B 6enbix
ofiesiHUsX, 6OCUKOM
LecTBOBa/M MO ropogy,
noasepras ce6s
6u1yeBaHuIO.

Henri 1l did all he could

to make himself appear
closer to God in Catholic
eyes than the Duc de
Guise. During penitential
processions the King and
his courtiers dressed in
white and walked barefoot
through the city
flagellating themselves.




perfidy

Murus rcusnu: Kosapcmeo / Iine of fate:

crasibHE cepe6psAHOl GOHOOHBEPKOU C Ja-
MacCKUM u3loMoM. ITockonbky cexperapb
JIOJITO HE BO3BPAIAJICH, TE€PIOT BeJesa Ka-
MEpPAMHEPY IOJATh CYIIEHBIX OPUHbOJIb-
CcKuxX cauB. Eme uepes HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
NPUBPATHUK COBETa mepeman MedeHOMy
ero 60H60HbepKY — Ilepukapa B 3a1 He IPoO-
MTYCTHJIN.

Bce Busenu, uro ge Ius ¢ Tpynom caepxu-
BAET TPEBOTY. B106GABOK M €ro KOCTIOM /ISt
TAKOTO MTPOMO3IJIOTO yTPa OKa3aJICs JIETKO-
BaT — repriora 3a6mia apoxb. OH MOIPOCHI
MIO/UTOXKUTD JIPOB B KAMHH U BCTAJ PSAJIOM,
YTOOBI COrpeThbcs. BHesanmno mozcrynmia
JYPHOTa, MOILIA HOCOM KpoBb. Hakonern,
OKOJIO BOCbMH, 3aC€/laHNE COBETA HAYAIOCh.
Koposb B 3TO Bpemsi MepIUI ITaraMy HOBBIH
KaOMHET, MO/ICKa3bIBas TACKOHIAM, KaK JIyd-
e YBEPHYThCA OT ylapoB MeueHoro, kyzaa
neanThb. Korza HasHaueHHBIN yac mpooui,
Ienpux III KMBHYJI roCyZapCTBEHHOMY Ce-
KpeTapio PeBosmo — mopa 6bUTO BBI3BIBATH
repriora B CTapblil KabnHeT. B 1Bepsax cose-
Ta nyTh PeBomio mperpaaua NpUBpPaTHUK:
eMy GbLIO IPUKA3aHO HUKOTO HE BIYCKaTh
6e3 paspemenus kopousa. Korma obeckypa-
JKEeHHBII PeBosb HM ¢ uem BepHYyJICsS o6paT-
HO, KOPOJIb MPU BUJIE €TO HEBOJBHO BOC-
KIUKHYI: «Kakoii Bel 61ennb1id, Pesosn! Tak
BbI Bc€ ucnoprure. Ilorpure cebe mexu, ga
TpuTe xe!»> OH BBINIET B KOPUAOP U PACIIO-
PAIWIICA, YTOOBI TMPUBPATHUK ITPOIYCTII
Pesousa u ge I'uza.

ITosyuns npuriamenyue KOpoJs, repior
PE3KO MOJHAICA, ONPOKUHYB CTY], IOJO-
KWL HECKOJIBKO CJIUB B CBOIO GOHOOHBEPKY,
a OCTaJIbHBIE Pa3bPOCATI 11O CTOJIY, BOCKJIHK-
HyB: «locrosia, He yrogHo gu?>» 3aTteM, nepe-
KMHYB IUIAI Ha JIEBYIO PYKy, CO CJIOBaMHU
«IIpomaiire, rocnoga» ge Iua marnyn k gse-
paMm cnanbHu. Easa onm Bomen Tyga, npu-
BPAaTHUK METHYJICS INPUTBOPUTbL 32 HUM
JiIBEpb — MbIIIEJIOBKA 3aXJIOIHYJIACD...

Kopouab, ocymecTBus cBoii KOBapHBIN
3aMbICEJ, JIMIIEMEPHO IONpaJ BCE PEIU-
IrMO3HO-HPABCTBEHHDBIE HOPMBI TOTO BpeMe-
HU. YOUIICTBO HE TOJBKO COBEPIIMIOCL B
pasrap IocTa, HO ellle ¥ NPUILIOCH Ha IAT-
HUIly — CBATOM JUIi NCTUHHBIX BEPYIOIIMX
JeHb pacnsaTusg Xpucta. OTBaKUTHCA Ha Ha-
CUIMe B TaKUE JHU, Ja €I BO BPEMs CO3bI-
Ba leHepaabHBIX IMTATOB, KOTJA IO BCEMY
KOPOJIEBCTBY HACTYHAJ MHUP, 6bUIO BBICIIIM
CBATOTATCTBOM.

ITopaskana 1 HecCIbIXaHHASA KECTOKOCTD
cogessaHOTO. Cpasy rmocie yonicrea KOpoJb
OTKPOBEHHO IlyMUJICSI HaJ TesoM Je Iusa,
IpUKa3ay IPUBECTH €ro GpaTa, Kap/uHaia
JIOTapUHICKOro, MOCYJIUB TOMY TaKylO Ke
y4gacTb. M yxe Ha caepyonuil JeHb Kapau-
Hajla 3aKOJIOJU IHMKaMU. A Beib OH ObLI
JIYXOBHBIM MACTBIPEM TOCYAAPS U UMEJ Ipe-
pOraTHUBy Ha3bIBATh €TO «CBIH MONH» — Kak
apxuenuckon Pelimckuii, cosepiaBmui
kopoHoBaHUe. /[a6bl yCTpammTh Bparos,
lenpux III npsaMo Ha POXKAECTBEHCKON

Bpunvonsckue causnvt (6purvoiu) — usvickanmoe
AAKOMCMBO U3 YEPHOCAUBA, KOMOPBIM CAABUNCS
Iposamc. Taxue «xongemor» npodasaru 6 MareHsKUX
KPy2AbLx KOPOOOUKAX UAU NAKEMUKAX, NEPEEAIAHHBIX

amaacHsbMu AEHMOUKAMU.

3ayTPEHE PACHOPSANUICI OTCEYb MEPTBBIM
6paThsIM TOJOBBI M pa3bpocaTh IO CATy UX
HCKPOMCAHHbBIE OCTAHKU. 3aT€M OCTAHKHU
cobpain, 4TOOBI CK€Yb B OTPOMHOM KaMH-
He, a TOJIOBbI HACA/VJIA Ha IIECThI U BbICTA-
BIUIK Y TOpPOAckux BopoT Opieana u Ila-
pwxka. HezameymrerpHO OCI€[OBAIN ape-
CTBbI WIEHOB ceMelicTBa 1u30B, ero cropon-
HUKOB U3 YHCJTA JIeJIeTaTOB leHepasbHbIX
MITATOB ¥ BUHBIX JUTTICTOB B IIPOBUHITHH.

Cpazy nocye youiicTsa 1o pykam BO MHO-
JKECTBE CTAIN XOJAUTH JHMCTKHU-TTAaMJIETHI:
orubiHe lenpux III, yrBepikganin ux asTo-
Pbl, HEJJOCTOMH TUTYJIA «HAMXPUCTUAHHEH-
MU KOPOJIb» — OH IIPEBPATUJICS B KOPOJIS
«HamcaTaHelmero». OkaspIBaeTcs, He3a-
JIOJITO JIO POKOBOTO JIHSI OH 3aBEPsUI repLora
ne Tuza, yro JIOOGUT U ILIEHUT €ro OGOJbIIe
BCEX CBOMX TOJJIAHHBIX, U KJISJICA €My B
JIpyx6e. BeporomMHO Hapymms MoOHapriee
CJIOBO, OH BMECTE C TEM OCKOPOWT U CaK-
PaTbHYI0O HEPHUKOCHOBEHHOCTH KOPOJIEB-
ckoro xumima. Eme pacckasplBaId, UTO,
KOTZIa TEePIIOT, 3alUINAsCh, TPUKPBLT JUIO
MOJION TITama ¢ HU300pakeHHEM OpAcHa
Casroro /lyxa, oquH U3 HalaJaBIIUX Iopa-
3171 UK Bokuii yrapoM KMHKala — BbICIIee
cearoTaTcTBo! Tak pasBe He ABLABON BHOX-
HOBJISI YOUII] ¥ pa3Be He CYXKAECHO UM Te-
IIepb BO BEKU BEUHbIE IPETEPIEBATb MYKU B
reenHe oraeHHou? Ilo pykam momura kapu-
KkaTypa Ha MoHapxa: lenpux III ¢ ronosoii
JibBa (CMMBOJI €rO JKECTOKOCTHU), JKEHCKOU

102 Y6uUncTBO repuora

ne msa. Kaptuxa lMNonsa
[enapouwa.
Koraa y6uiupel caenanu

Brignoles prunes — a refined delicacy made from the dried

his sweetmeat dish - Péricard was not and moral standards of the day. The murder pl’l,L??’LSfOT which Provence wasfam0us. Such sweetmeats

Estates General and prominent members of

allowed into the room.

The King meanwhile was pacing his new
study, coaching his Gascons how best to
avoid Le Balafré’s blows and where to direct
their own. When the appointed hour struck,
Henri III nodded to secretary of state Révol
to say it was time to summon the Duke to the
old study. Révol’s entry to the council cham-
ber was barred by the doorkeeper who had
orders to admit no-one without the King’s
permission. At the sight of the dispirited sec-
retary returning with his mission unfulfilled,
the King blurted out, “How pale you are,
Révol! You'll ruin everything like that. Rub
your cheeks. Go on, rub them!” He went out
into the corridor and gave orders for the
doorkeeper to let Révol and Guise pass.

When he received the King’s invitation,
the Duke sprang up, knocking over his
chair, put a few prunes in his dish and
walked to the door of the bedchamber. He
had barely passed through when the door-
keeper rushed to bolt the door behind him:
the trap had been sprung...

In carrying out his underhand scheme, the
King hypocritically flouted all the religious

took place not only at the height of the
Advent fast, but also on a Friday, the day of
the Crucifixion and thus particularly sacred
to believers. To dare to commit violence at
such a time, when, moreover, the Estates
General were convoked and peace prevailed
across the country, was a gross outrage.

The unheard-of savagery of the deed was
also staggering. Immediately after the
killing, the King openly jeered at Guise’s
body, ordered that his brother, the Cardinal
of Lorraine, be brought and promised him
the same fate. The very next day, the Cardi-
nal was indeed run through with pikes. Yet
he had been the monarch’s spiritual pastor
and had the prerogative of calling him “My
Son”, like the Archbishop of Reims, who
performed the coronation. In order to cow
his enemies, Henri III gave orders (at
matins on Christmas Day!) for the dead
brothers’ heads to be cut off. Their hacked
bodies were to be scattered about the gar-
den, their heads set on poles and put on
general display. This was rapidly followed by
the arrests of members of the Guise family,
their supporters among the delegates of the

CBOe [eno, U3-3a
nopTbepbl B CNanbHio
Bowen leHpwmx Il

Mpu Buae Tpyna fe maa
OH HEBOJIbHO BOCKJIMKHYI:
«focnoan! MepTBbIi OH
elle 60nblle, HEM KNBON!»

The Slaying
of the Duc de Guise.

Painting by Paul Delaroche.

When the killers had done
their part, Henri lll entered
the bedchamber from
behind the curtains. At the
sight of Guise’s corpse, he
involuntarily exclaimed,
“My God! Dead he is even
bigger than alive!”

were sold in small round boxes or packets tied up with
satin ribbons.

AHOHMMHas KapukaTtypa
Ha leHpwuxa lll, xoguBLas
no pyKam nocne y6uincrs
B bya.

An anonymous caricature
of Henri lll that passed
from hand to hand after
the Killing.

the Holy League in the provinces.
Immediately after the murder a large
number of pamphlets began circulating
from hand to hand. The authors insisted
that Henri III was no longer worthy of the
title “His Most Christian Majesty”, but had
rather become “His Most Satanic Majesty”.
Apparently shortly before that fateful day he
had assured the Duc de Guise that he loved
and prized him more than all his subjects
and sworn his friendship for him. Treacher-
ously breaking his royal word, he at the same
time offended against the sacred inviolabili-
ty of the monarch’s dwelling. It was also
claimed that while defending himself the
Duke covered his face with the flap of a cape
bearing the badge of the Order of the Holy
Ghost and one of his attackers struck at the
divine countenance with a dagger - sacrilege
of the highest kind! A caricature of the
monarch also did the rounds: Henri III with
the head of a lion (a symbol of his cruelty), a
female breast (lasciviousness) and the scaly
body of a dragon (the brutal nature and
necromantic side of the sovereign). In one
hand he clasped a rosary, a symbol of faith,



perfidy

Nurusa rcusnu: xosapcmso / Iine of fate:

IpyAbIo  (CIagoCTpacTUE) M IOKPLITHIM
PBIOLE Yelyeil TeJIOM ApaKkoHa (3BEPHHOE
HYTPO U KOJJJOBCKOE HadasJo rocyaaps). B
OJIHOI1 PyKe OH C)KMMaJl Y€TKU — 3HAK BEPBHI,
B JIpyroil — 3epKajio ¢ orpaxkeHneM Maxkua-
BeUtH. 3aroBejp nociaexnero — «llean
onpasjabiBaeT cpeactsa» — lempux III
YCBOWJI KAK HUKTO JPYTOM.

Taxomy nau rocymapio ObLIO TpPABUTH
«IIpeKpacHON ciaagocTHON PpaHmueii»?
Kopoisb, pazymeercs, He Mor 3HaThb, 4TO,
BEPOJIOMHO YHUYTOXKHUB CBOETO COIEPHH-
Ka, OH NIPHUOJU3II CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO
CcMepTb M npejapenti 3akar Barya. Korxa
BECTD O CBEPIIMBIIEMCS YOUIICTBE JJOCTUIVIA
ITaprxa, MHOTOTBICSYHBIE TOJIILI 3aIOJ-
HuM yaunbl. Jliogu ¢ 3aioKkeHHBIMU CBeva-
MH MEJIEHHO IIUIM IIO TOPOJY, a 3aTeM II0
CUTHAJIy 3aJAyJ1d MEpIaBIIME OTOHDLKU.
«IlycTb Tak e noracut locnoab AUHACTUIO
Banyal» — pasmaBamuchk Boarmacel. CIoBHO
BO HCIIOJIHEHHE 3TOTO TMOXeJaHus, 1 aBry-
cra 1589 roxa monax-turucr JKak Kieman
IPOHHUK B IIOKOU Koposd Bo asopue Cen-
Ky n manec eMy cMepTeNbHBIH ygap KUH-
skanoM. Jlom Bastya nas. 3aBeprmiach 1 muc-
TopusA Tpex leHpuxoB: 1BOe U3 HUX NPEObI-
BaJd B MuUpe HHOM, Tperuil, lenpux
Hapappckuii, B KOHEYHOM HUTOTE BBIIIE]-
MM T06eUTeIeM, IPUHSAI KaTOJUYECTBO
u co caosamu «Ilapmx crour ob6egHn>» B30-
mes Ha (PpaHIy3cKuii mpecror. Bo ®pan-
UM Hadazach 3nmoxa byp6oHos. B

in the other a mirror bearing the reflection
of Machiavelli. The Italian’s dictum that
“The end justifies the means” was one Henri
III mastered better than any other.

The King, of course, could not have
known that by treacherously eliminating his
rival he was hastening his own death and
predetermining the demise of the House of
Valois. When news of the assassination
reached Paris, thousands came out onto the
streets. People walked slowly through the
city carrying lighted candles, and then at a
signal blew out the fluttering flames. “May
the Lord extinguish the Valois dynasty in
the same way,” went the cries. As if in fulfil-
ment of this wish, on 1 August 1589 a monk
named Jacques Clément, who belonged to
the Holy League, got into the King’s apart-
ments at the palace of Saint-Cloud and
stabbed him fatally with a dagger. The
House of Valois had fallen. The tale of the
three Henris had also come to an end: two
were now in the next world; the third, Henri
of Navarre, who eventually emerged as the
winner, converted to Catholicism and
ascended the French throne. The Bourbon
era had begun in France. m
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Beepxy. Bug 3amka
CeH-Kny. [paBiopa
&.-[1. He no pucyHKy
MeHbe. 1780-e roapl.

Huxxe. CmepTb feHpuxa .
[paBlopa Ha aepese.
1589 rop.

B 3amke CeH-Kny

B 1589 rogy 6b11 yout
leHpux lIl. CoBepluas
nokyLieHve, KnemaH 6bin
YBEPEH, Y4TO COXPaHWUT
CBOIO WU3Hb, —

focnoab, AecKaTb, caenaet
ero HeBUAMMbIM, KaK
TO/IbKO OH MopasuT
Kopons. OxrMaaHua MoHaxa
He onpaBjanucb —
BOpBaBLUMECSH rBapaenLibl
NOAHSANN YOUILY Ha NUKHU.

Above. View of the Chateau
de Saint-Cloud. Engraving
by F.-D. Ney after a drawing
by Pierre Louis Meunier.
1780s.

Below. The Death

of Henri lll.

Wood engraving. 1589.
The Chateau de Saint-
Cloud, where Henri lll was
slain in 1589. His assas-
sin, Clément, was convin-
ced that his life would be
spared: God would
supposedly make him
invisible as soon as he
struck the blow. The monk
was sadly disappointed,
the guards burst in and
lifted him on their pikes.



