Kak KapTta naxet? U3 pyk
] MUIOBUAHON AEBYLIKK-
Kpynbe UrPOKK HaaeloTcs
NOMYYUTb BbIUIPbILLIHYIO
KOMOGUMHaLUMIO. ..

HOWIRRE cards fall?
The playersall hope to be
dealt a winnigg combina-
tion by the atiwactive
young ladysci@upier.

Fumornas Mapioee
Pieken v s

Success is as unpredictable
as life itself

Mpwv B3rnsiae Ha cyaplo
CnoyHa BcrnomuHaetcs
dpasza: «<Ham cBepxy
BUWIHO BCE...»

Looking at the umpire,
Keith Sloan, you call to
mind the phrase, “From
above all we see...”

COBbITHE

B okTa6pe B Ka3nHo TanvoH Knyba
npowen Il EBpONencK1in OTKPbITLIN
KOMaHAHbIM TYPHMP NO CTaf-MoKe-
py. B 3TOM eANHCTBEHHOM B MUPE
KOMaHAHOM TYPHUPE MPUHAIN y4a-
CTWe Urpokun na Lseumu, AHrnuu,
duHnaHanu, WotnaHanu, YKpauHsl,
cTpaH bantuun n Poccuun. B coctaBe
KaoW KoMaHabl — LWeCTb Yesno-
BeK. Cyabs TypHUpa — aBcTpanuvel,
Kewt CnoyH.

Amouuu

MpurnylweHHbIA CBET, MATKME TEM-
HO-KpacCHble KOBpbI, U3ALHasA pes-
Has Me6enb, KOBaHble CBETUNbHU-
Ku. Mpuxotnunsble y30pbl Ta6a4HOro
AblMa, 06MeH B3rnsaamu, BHesan-
Hble penankun «dnaw!l, «Hepsal»,
CKOBbIBatoLas Ha MrHOBEHKE Ha-
NPSYXEHHOCTb, @ CNyCTH CEKYHAbl —
BO3BpallEeHne CTaTyCc-KBO.

Tuxue warun 3a Kagpom. Mpeayys-
CTBME CKOPOW pa3BA3KK. 3aech, B
[eKopauusax LEKCNMPOBCKOM Apa-
Mbl, — LL@pCTBO pacyeTa, a3apTa,
yAa4uun v KpyLeHWUs Haaexa.
BeccTpacTHble Kpynbe aenatot Ta-
MHCTBEHHbIE NacChbl PyKaMMu...

Hatanba AJIEKCEEBA /
by Natalia ALEXEYEVA

USHD

THE EVENT

In October the Taleon Club casino
hosted the third European Nations
Poker Challenge. The world’s only
team stud poker tournament includ-
ed players from Sweden, England,
Finland, Scotland, Ukraine, the
Baltic countries and Russia. There
were six members in each team and
the tournament umpire was the
Australian Keith Bendigo Sloan.

THE EMOTIONS

Subdued lighting, soft dark red car-
pets, fine carved furniture, wrought
iron lamps. Fanciful arabesques of
tobacco smoke, an exchange of
glances, sudden exclamations of
“Flush!” or “Hearts!”, paralyzing ten-
sion for an instant, a second letter a
return to the status quo.

Quiet steps off-stage. The sense of
an imminent denouement. Here, in
a setting fit for a Shakespearean
drama we find cool calculation, the
excitement of risk, success and
dashed hopes.

The dispassionate croupiers per-

form mysterious manipulations with
their hands.

LLIBeabl BEXNMBLI, NpeaynpeanTenbHbl, Ha MnLax caep-
YKaHHble yNblOKKU. Ecnn 6bl HE KapTbl B pyKax, MOXHO
6b1110 6Gbl NOAYMaTb, YTO OHU YHACTHUKKM CeMUHapa no
06MeHy OMnbITOM B 061aCT TENEKOMMYHUKaLUI. AHIK-
YyaHe MOoNYaNuBbl U COCPeNOTOHEHHbI. DPUHHBI U Npes-
cTaBuTENM CTpaH bantuu, Kak HU CTpaHHO, Becesnbl U
HEMNPUHYXAEHHbI.

LLloTnanaupbl XoAaT B KUNTaX, B Masax — npasgHUYHble
WUCKpPbI, OXOTHO $oTOorpadmpytoTcs CO CBOMMMU COMNEPHU-
KaMMu.

YKpauHLbl U poccusiHe — NPUMEP HaCTOSLLEro Konnek-
TUBM3Ma: ONbITHbIE UTPOKM yHaT HOBUYKOB, BPEMS OT
BPEMEHM KTO-TO JaeT OLLEHKY YPOBHS Urpbl coceaa.
HeKkoTopble U3 «Hawwwux» — HacTosLWwwme npodpeccroHa-
Nbl: €CTb M TE, KTO cAenan nokep ceoen npodeccuen.
Mo cnoBam coTpyaHWKOB Ka3nHo TanuoH Kny6a, ypo-
BEHb UX UrPbl 04EHb BbICOK. Cpean HOBUYKOB — BCe-
MWPHO M3BECTHbIA POCCUMCKUI TEHHUCUCT EBreHnin Ka-
denbHUKOB.

o
Kent CnoyH: Kak nrpaet poccuickas KomaHga? Cunb-
Hbl€ UrPOKM, CTPACTHbIE UIPOKKU. UrpatoT Ha AOCTOMHOM
ypoBHe. (MpowaeTcs n 6bICTPO YXOAUT K LleHTpasibHOMY
cTony.)
EBreHunit KagpenbHUKOB: YT0 MeHS NpuBEKaET B No-
Kepe? AsapT! (bneck B rnasax — v npaBaa a3apT, —
6bICTPO YXOAWT K LIEHTPANIbHOMY CTOY.)
POCCHIACKNI UTPOK, NOXKenaBLMA OCTaTbCA HEU3-
BeCTHbIM: 3T0 60/1ee MHTENNEKTYaNbHas Urpa, YeM Apy-
1 rme KapToyHble urpbl. B Hen mHoro ot cnopTa. Hawu —
NpPeKpPacHble UTPOKMK.

MUrpokos n3 LotnaHanu
He y3HaTb HEBO3MOXHO:
KWAT — WX BU3UTHas
KapToyKa.

You can’t miss
the Scottish players
in their distinctive Kilts.

The Swedes are polite and courteous with a restrained smile

on their faces. If it were not for the cards in their hands, you T
might think they were attending a seminar to discuss the lat-

est advances in telecommunications. The English players "-'é-'w-'
are taciturn and deep in concentration. The Finns and repre- g8 {
sentatives of the Baltic countries are, strangely enough, ¥
cheerful and relaxed. The Scots have come in Kilts, a festive T ..f
glint in their eyes. They are happy to pose for photographs

with their opponents. The Ukrainians and Russians give a B ':, -
demonstration of real team spirit: the experienced players !
coach the novices; from time to time someone gives an 'h

assessment of their neighbour’s standard of play.

Some of the “home team” are real experts and there are

those among them who make their living from poker. The -
staff of the Taleon Club casino rated their standard of play

very highly. The novices included the world-famous

Russian tennis start Yevgeny Kafelnikov.

o - v

Keith Sloan: How is the Russian team doing? They're
strong players, passionate players. They're making a
respectable showing. (He excuses himself and returns =
quickly to the central table.)

Yevgeny Kafelnikov: What attracts me to poker? The
excitement of the gamble. (A gleam in his eye — genuine
excitement — he returns quickly to the central table.)

A Russian player who prefers to remain anonymous: This
is a more intellectual game than other card games. There’s
a strong element of sport in it. Our side are fine players.

L

B oxkngaHum pa3BA3KM...
KTo oKaxeTca nobeau-
Tenem?

On tenterhooks...

Who will come out

on top?

MoBEDA THE VICTORY

B aeHb pUHaNbHbIX NOEANHKOB On the day of the final bouts the
NnocTeneHHO HapacTano Hanps- tension gradually grew. With
eHue. C KaxablM Yacom npwu- every passing hour the number
6biBano Bce 60/blie NpeacTaBu- of foreign journalists present
Tenen 3apyéexHon npeccol. OT- increased. The occasional
OenbHble penyiukn 3Byyanu remarks sounded sharper and
ocTpee n gpamatnyHee. O npor- more dramatic. There could be
HO3ax He MOro 6blTb U peyu: no question of forecasting the
rocrnoxxa ygadya — aama KpavHe outcome: Lady Luck is extremely
KanpuaHasa u Henocnegosa- capricious and inconsistent.
TenbHas. Then victory — for the Ukraini-
M... nobeaa B pyKax yKpauHLEB. ans. In order to reach the top of
YT106bl OKa3aTbCs Ha CamoM the tournament table they had to
BEPXY TYPHUPHOM TabauLbl, UM accumulate 222 points. In sec-
NPULWNOCH NONYYUTb 222 O4Ka. ond place, only just behind on
Ha BTOpOM mMecTe — C MUHMU- points, were the representatives
MaslbHbIM OTPbIBOM — MpeacTa- of the Baltic states. The Rus-
BUTENU cTpaH bantun. Poccus- sians came in sixth.

HaMm JOCTanoch WecToe... PS

P.S. There are good reasons why
Beapb He 3ps KNacCUKK pycCKowm the classics of Russian literature
NiUTepaTtypbl Tak MHOMO CTpaHuL, devote so many pages to
OTBOAWMIN OMUCAHUSAM KapToy- descriptions of card games.

HbIX Mrp! Yoaya B nokepe He- Success in poker is as unpre-
npeacKkasyema... Kak CloxeT dictable as the plot of a good
XOpOLIEero pomaHa, Kak cama novel, as life itself.

KU3Hb.



