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The Army of Childhood

O mom, xax demcxkas uzpa «6 cordamu-
KU» CMAHOBUMCS, YBACUEHUEM HA BCIO
HCUIHD U CNOCOOHO AU MAKOE YeaeueHue

coiepamv poas 6 npogdeccuorarsrol cyovbe

uenosexa, nucamens Muxaun Cepaeesun

Lwunxa 6eceayem ¢ 3amecmumenem oupex-

mopa locydapcmeenrozo Ipmumadrca

no nayxe, arasoti Ieparvouneckozo cosema

npu 1Ipesuderme Poccuu léopeuem
Baodumosuuem Buaurbaxosvim.

The writer Mikhail Glinka discusses
with Georgy Vilinbakhov, Deputy
Durector of the State Hermitage with
responsibility for research and head

of the Heraldic Council under the aus-
pices of the Russian President, how
the childhood game of soldiers can
become a life-long fascination and
whether such a fascination can shape
a person’s professional life.

Mwuxaun NMUHKA /
by Mikhail GLINKA

B 3aTOM apMum HET HU
O[HOrO cosjaTa, KoToporo
Obl ee «KOMaHAYoLWHn»
feopruin BunuHb6axos

He 3Hal JIM4HO.

There is not a single
soldier in this army that its
“commanding officer”,
Georgy Vilinbakhov, does
not know personally.

«¥Y Bac ObUIM B JAETCTBE COJJATUKUP» 3a-
JafiTe Takol BOIPOC — U B3POCJbIHA, 3aHs-
TBIA CEPbE3HBIM JIEJIOM YE€JIOBEK BJAPYr 3a-
MpET, U yX€ CKBO3b BAaC YCTPEMHTCS €rO
B3I, U APOTHYT I'yObl, X MEJbKHET TEHb
VJIBIOKU. ..

Bosme6Hoe BupeHHE AETCTBA — IPOHU-
3aHHBIM KOCBIM COJHEYHBIM JIydOM dYepjak
nenosckoro goma B Crapoii Pycce. Ha xppir-
Ke CYHJIyKa JIB€ KaCKU C TYCKJIBbIMHU OT IbUIN
HaKJIQJHBIMA OpJaMUd U HMIMITAKaMM Ha Ma-
kymke. Psajgom ¢ cymjaykoMm — kenToe Koka-
HOE C€JUI0, HEBBIPA3UMO IPEKpacHble BOEH-
Hbl€ CYMKU, PEMHU... S TyT auimb 1o Hexo-
cMOTpPY B3pocCabIX. OHU CHUMAIOT OJMH
SIIUK € Apyroro. OTKPbIBAIOT.

— Her, — rosopur kro-to. — He 31¢ecb...

A magical vision from childhood —a slant-
ing ray of sunlight penetrating the attic of my
grandfather’s house in Staraya Russa. On the
lid of a trunk two helmets with attached
eagles dull with the dust and spikes on the
crowns. Alongside the trunk are a yellow
leather saddle, inexpressibly beautiful mili-
tary pouches and belts... I am only there
because the adults are failing to keep an eye
on me. They take one trunk after another
and open it.

“No,” someone says, “not in here...”

They move stamp albums, rearrange
chests and cardboard boxes. Lying in one of
the cardboard boxes in a flat layer are dozens

IlepexmapIBaoT aTbOOMBI C MApKaMU, I1e-
PECTABIAIOT AMUKM, KaPTOHKUA. B oxHOM 13
KapTOHOK IUIOCKMM CJIO€M JIEKAT JIEeCATKU
HEOOJBIINX KOPOOOUYEK CO CKPYIIEHHBIMU
KpasMu.

— Jla HeT, — roBopAT. — TyT TOJIBKO Comma-
THUKH...

A ycmeBato 3amisHYTH B OJJHY U3 KOpPO6O-
uyek. Tam rojoBaMmu K LEHTPY YJI0KEHbI Ma-
JIEHBKUE KaBAJIEPHUCTHI B OEJIBIX MyHAUpPAax.
Tony6oe cemo, somany B 6€JIBIX HOCOUKAX.
Ha xaBanepucrax Takue jke Kacku, Kak Te,
YTO MEPLAIOT B NIYOMHE YepiaKa.

— He tporaii, — rosopsT MHe. — CraHenb
IIOCTApIIE — BCE MOTYIUIIb.

KapToHKU ¢ MOMM GYyIIIM CYaCTBEM CTO-
ST OJJHA HA JIPYTOM, UX HECKOoJbKO. MeHs 3a

of little boxes with rounded edges.

“No, no,” comes a voice, “There are only
soldiers here...”

I manage to glance into one of the boxes.
Packed into it, heads to the middle, are little
cavalrymen in white uniforms. A pale blue
saddle, horses with white socks. The riders
are wearing the same kind of helmets as those
glistening in the depths of the attic.

“Don’t touch,” I am told. “When you get a
bit older, it’ll all be yours.”

The boxes containing my future happi-
ness are stacked one on top of another, sever-
al of them. I am dragged out of the attic by
the hand, my head over my shoulder.



Crapas Pycca, Habepe-
Has peku MepepbiTULbl.
Jom MuHoK, 1910-e roapl.
B npexHen Poccumn
Mallb4uKK Urpanu B conga-
TUKOB M B CTONMLE, 1

B NPOBWHLMK. Bonblwas
KONNEeKUns CoNaaTMKoB
6bina U B 3TOM JOMe.

B HUX urpanv smecte
ManbyYuKu MUHKK

1 bopsa BunuHbaxos.

Y saeuenus /P astimes

The Glinka house on the
bank of the Pererytitsa

in Staraya Russa. 1910s.
In the old Russia boys
played with toy soldiers
in the capital and in

the provinces. There was
a large collection of sol-
diers in this house,

The Glinka boys and young
Boris Vilinbakhov played
with them.

-

- . Wrreass

Bopsa BunnHb6axos. 1904 roa.
Boris Vilinbakhov. 1904.

ABCTPUICKKI rycap BTO-
poW nonoBuHbI XIX BeKa.
Austrian hussar of

the second half of the
19th century.

Muwa, Cepexa n Bnaauk MuHKu.
1906 rof.

Mikhail, Sergei and Vladimir Glinka.
1906.

feopruin Bagumosuy BunnHbaxos
1 Muxaun CepreeBuy MuHKa.

Georgy Vilinbakhov and Mikhail Glinka.

Poouna onosarnoeo
condamuxa — Iepmarus.
Pemecrennuxu eopooa
Hiwoproepea nepsvimu
V3AKOHUAU MACCOBOE
U320MOBACHUE IMUX
uzpyuex na 3acedarun
20podckoeo cosema

6 1578 200y.

Germany s the home-
land of the tin soldier.
The craftsmen of Nurem-
berg first obtained
permission for the mass
production of such toys

at a session of the city
council in 1578.

PYKy TSIHYT C Uepjaka, ToJ0Ba MOsI BLIBEPHY-
Ta Ha3aJ.

UYepes rox MbI modexam ot Hemiles. [lo-
cJIe BOITHBI HAa MECTE HAIIETO JIOMa CTOSII Kyp-
rad u3 rapa. OT COIIATUKOB HE OCTAJIOCH HU-
Yero, KpoMe BOCIIOMIHAHUIA, KOTOPBIE s CJIy-
mai Kak ckasku. OpHa U3 HUX ObUIa O TOM,
Kak HrectuieTHre Matbauku — gex KOpst Bu-
JINHGAXOBA U MO OTeI] — CTPOIIN KPEIOCTh
Ha pydeiike. A IOTOM KPEIOCTbh Pa3MbLIO,
OHA OOPYIIIIACH, U COJJATUKOB CIIACAIN U3
BOJBL.

Moum geay u oTily 6bUTa OYeHb OIM3Ka, a
MHe OJIM3Ka U ceiiuac ceMbs BrmmB6axoBbIx,
B KOTOPOU OJHOI M TOM K€ apMUEN COJIIATU-
KOB (TepIIsInei Hen36eKHbIE IIOTEPH, HO I10-
CTOSIHHO TIOTIOHSIONICHCSA) UTpaeT Ipeem-
CTBEHHO YETBEPTOE (BIIPOUEM, KAKETCS, Y3KE
IATOE) MTOKOJCHUE MY>KUNH.

— leopewit Badumosur, cyos mo ecemy, 60tiHvL
MeACOY M00BMU HAUAMUCH ewle parbiue, em A100U
0CO3HAMU CEOR PasyMHbLMU cyuecmeamu. A ussecm-
HO U, K020a BNEPBBIE BOSHUKAQ ULPA 6 CONaMUKU?

— ConmaTukaM Kak UTPYIITKE MHOTO BEKOB.
Hebopmue mmacTHHKY ¢ m300paxkenueM du-
I'YpOK BOMHOB OBLIM HAHJIEHBI B JpeBHE-
erumneTckux rpoonmnnax. HemssectHo, nrpa-
JIM JIU B HUX, HO IPEAIOIOXNTD 3TO BIIOJHE
BO3MOKHO. flcnee kapTmHa BpemeH OGosee
no3juux. Jlo Hac JoluIM pa3HOro BpEeMEHU
¢urypku uz dapdopa, cepebpa u apyrux
JParoleHHbIX MaTE€pPUaJOB, XOTs OBLIH,

A year later we fled from the Germans.
After the war there was a burnt-out mound in
place of our house. Nothing remained of the
soldiers, except memories that I listened to
like fairy-tales. One of them was about some
six-year-old boys — Georgy Vilinbakhov’s
grandfather and my father — building a
fortress on the stream. Then the fortress was
washed away. It collapsed and the soldiers
had to be rescued from the water.

My grandfather and father were very close
to the Vilinbakhov family, as I still am today.
In their family one and the same army of little
soldiers (suffering the inevitable losses, but
constantly receiving replacements) has been
the plaything of four (no, I think, even five)
generations of males.

— Georgy Vadimovich, to all appearances wars
between humans began even before people became
aware of themselves as rational beings. But do we
know when we first began to play with toy soldiers?

— Toy soldiers go back many centuries.
Small plaques bearing images of warriors
have been found in Ancient Egyptian tombs.
We do not know for sure whether people
played with them, but it would seem entirely
possible. We have a clearer picture of later

KOHEYHO, UTPYIIKHA M 60jee MPOCThIC — U3
Jgepepa man G6ymarn. VX COXpaHMIOCH TO-
pasjo MeHbIIE, HO Jake CeHJac MOXKHO
Pa3bICKaTh OYMa’KHBIX COJATUKOB KOHIIA
XVIII wm navana XIX Beka. OueHnb BaKHbBINA
IIar cyAb6a UrpymnevyHoro COMIATHKA, MOXKHO
Jla’Ke CKa3aTh — CKA4OK, C/leIala B TO BpeMs,
KOTOPBII MCKYCCTBOBEJbI HA3bIBAIOT IE€PUO-
JIOM «HCTOPU3MA». ITO TOABI IPOSBIECHUS
OCODEHHOTO HMHTEpeca K HCTOPHUHU, K pac-
KONKaM. BO3HMKAalOT HEOrOTHKA, HEOKJIac-
cunu3M, HeobGapokko. ITosBuwimce, kak Hem-
IIbI TOBOPST, «KyJBTYpPreIIuXTeNNH(pUTypeH»
(Kulturgeschihtezinnfiguren), To ecTh Kyin-
TYPHO-FICTOPUYECKAE (PUTYPKH — OHHU H30-
Opaskali HE TOJIBKO BOMHOB, a4 TaKKe TOpPO-
KAH, TOPTOBIICB, MOPSIKOB B XapaKTEPHBIX HC-
TOPUYECKUX KOCTIOMAX.

Ceifyac 1oj CI0BOM «COJIIATUKH» ITOAPA-
3yMEBAIOT JB€ NPUHIUIHAILHO pPa3HbIe
rpyuusl ¢urypox. Ilepsast — 310 HeGoIbIINIE
CKYJIBIITYPBI WIN BOCHHO-UCTOPUYECKUE MU-
HHATIOPBI JINOO MOJIKOBOJLEB, OO CONAAT
Pa3HBIX ApPMUIM, Pa3HBIX 3MO0X, B Pa3HBIX
¢popmax, HO — 1 3TO IMIABHBIH NX MPU3HAK —
OHH He TIpeIHA3HAYCHBI I UTPBIL. DTO Tpe-
BOCXOJHO WCHOJHEHHbIE KOJUIEKIIMOHHbBIE
BEIIY, U3rOTOBJICHNE KOTOPBIX, IOMUMO XY-
JIOXKECTBEHHOTO BKyCa U MacTEpPCTBa, TPeoy-
€T €€ M OYEHb CEPbE3HBIX CIeIUaJIbHbIX
3HAHUI MCTOPUN BOEHHOTO KOCTIOMa. B my-
3€51X 9KCIIOHATBI TAKOT'O POJA OTHOCHT K MeJI-
KO ILIaCTUKE.

times. Little figures of various dates have
come down to us made of porcelain, silver
and other precious materials, although there
were of course simpler toys made of wood
and paper. Far fewer of those have survived,
but even today it is possible to track down
paper soldiers from the late eighteenth cen-
tury or the early nineteenth. A very important
step in the history of toy soldiers, one might
even say a leap, took place in the time that art
historians describe as the period of histori-
cism. That was a time when people took a par-
ticular interest in the past and in excavations.
The Neo-Gothic, Neo-Classical and Neo-
Baroque styles appeared. And there also
appeared what the Germans call Kul
turgeschichtezinnfiguren — little cultural-histori-
cal cast figures that depicted not only war-
riors, but also townspeople, merchants and
sailors in distinctive historical dress.
Nowadays when we speak of “model sol-
diers” we mean two fundamentally different
groups of figures. The first are small sculp-
tures or military-historical miniatures of com-
manders or of the soldiers of different armies
and different periods in a variety of uni-
forms, but — and this is their main distin-
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Jpyraa rpynma ¢purypox — sTo comgaTtu-
KM, XOTSI MHOT/[Aa M CTaHOBSIIMECS TIpejMe-
TOM KOJIIEKITMOHUPOBAHMS, HO CO3/aBaB-
mrecss UMEHHO KaK UTPYIIKA. I7TaBHBIM IIeH-
TPOM HX HM3TOTOBJICHHS U JAKE€ MACCOBOTO
IPOU3BOACTBA Korjpa-to Obl1 HiopuGepr.
ITinockue, TPEXCAaHTHUMETPOBOIO POCTA COJI-
JIATUKY, TAaK U HAa3bIBABLIMECS «HIOPHOEpPr-
CKUMH», ObUIN IIMPOKO U3BECTHHI B Poccum.

- Ynomunanus o nux unozda scmpevaiomes 6
memyapax...

— Eciu me ckaszars — gacro. Korjga uura-
emb BocnomMuHaHYsa KoHIa XIX 1 Hagama XX
BEKA — HAIIPUMEP, XYJOKHUKA AJEKCaHpa
Huxonaesnua benya, kotopblit He umesn HU-
KAaKOTO OTHONICHUS K BOCHHOU CIIY:KO€; YN
rpada MrHarbeBa, BOCHHOTO; WIH YICHBIX
Jvutpusa Cepreesnda Jluxauesa u bopuca
bopucosnua I[Tnorposckoro, — Bce OHH, pac-
CKa3bIBasA O JETCTBE, 00A3aTENbHO C HEXKHO-
CTBIO YIOMSIHYT OO OJIOBSIHHBIX COJIZQTHKAX,
KOTOPBIX MIM B JIYOSIHBIX KOPOOOYKAX ITOKYIIa-
JIA B JIaBKax, B MarasuHe JloriHukosa, B lo-
CTHHOM JIBOpE.

— Hiopubepeckue cordamuxu 6eds u u3eomasiu-
BANUCH HEOOBIKHOGEHHO MULAMEABHO?

guishing feature — they are not intended to
be played with. They are superbly executed
collector’s items, the creation of which
requires, besides artistic taste and craftsman-
ship, very serious specialist knowledge of the
history of military dress. In museums such
items are classified as small-scale plastic art.

The other group of figures are model sol-
diers that — although they sometimes do
become objects for collection —were created
in order to be played with. The main centre
where they were made, mass-produced even,
was at one time Nuremberg. Those flat little
models, three centimetres high, that were
referred to as “Nuremberg soldiers”, were
well known in Russia.

BBepxy. Pycckasa reapaen-
CKasi apTunnepus,

1812 rof.

CnpaBa. YnaH YyryeBcKoro
nonka, 1812 rog. KapToH,

aKBapesb.

Pa6oTta A. K. BégpoBa.

Above. Russian Guards
Artillery of 1812.

Right. An Uhlan

of the Chuguyev Regiment
of 1812. Watercolour on
cardboard. Made by
Andrei Viodrov.

B Poccuu cordamuxos 06bruno npodasanu
8 0AKANCUNDLX NABKAX 8 NACMENBLX U3
CONOMBL KOPOOOUK AX.

In Russia model soldiers were usually sold in
grocery shops, in woven straw boxes.

ApabCKue BCajHUKK
KoHUa XIX BeKa.

A late-19th-century Arab

— Upessbruaitno. Ho npuunna nx orpom-
HOI OMYJIIPHOCTU OTHIOAD He B 3ToM. Jls
JECATIIICTHETO MaJbYMIIKH KJIACC HM3TOTO-
BJIeHUs (PUIYPKU HE UMEET PEIIAIOIEero, a
YacTo Jaxke U BOOOIIEe HUKAKOro 3Haue-
Husg. PUrypku eMmy Ba)kKHBI KaK HIPOBOI
Mmarepuan. M campIM cylmecTBeHHBIM 37€Ch
ObLIO TO, YTO (PUIYPKU ObUIM IUIOCKUMU —
1 TEM CaMbIM OHU CTAaHOBIJINCH YCJIOBHBIMU.
A pa3 Tak, TO U OCTAIbHBIE JETATA UTPbI —
MYIIKH, JEPEBbS, TOMA — TAKKE MOIIH OBITH
ycroBHBIME. IloaTOMYy posb JOMOB MOIIH
nrpaTh CIOUYEYHBIE KOPOOKH, M3 KOpPOb-
KOB CTPOMTBLCA IIeJble KPEMOCTH, W TaK
Jamee — TONbKO (panrasupyit! A durypkm
MOIJIM HM300pakaTh U JPEBHUX TPEKOB, H
IIepcoB, U KapdareHsH, ¥ KPECTOHOCIEB, U
apaboB — koro yroano. M neiicteue KHUTH
Banbrepa CxoTTa MOIIO OBITH TYT XK€ pa-
3bIrpaHo. MoxHO GbLIO YITH B IIOXOJ] C Kpe-
CTOHOCIIAMH, OUYyTUTbCA Ha bimknem Boc-
TOKE, IIOIACTh B apaGCKUil IIIEH, 3aTeM
BO3BPATUTLCSA B EBpOITY 1 y9acTBOBATE B TYp-
HHpPAaX — BAXHO ObUIO JIIIL NMETh COTAATH-
KOB HY;KHOTO BUJIA.

— Hnu camomy ux useomogums...

— Nuremberg soldiers were made with unusual
care, weren't they?

— Exceptional care. But that wasn’t the
reason for their tremendous popularity. For a
ten-year-old boy the standard of workman-
ship of a figure is not the decisive factor and
often is of no importance at all. The little fig-
ures are important to him as playthings. And
the most important thing here is that the fig-
ures were flattened and that rendered them
more abstract, stylized, conventionalized.
And as a consequence, all the other elements
of the game — cannon, trees, houses — could
also be stylized. So matchboxes could serve as
houses, whole fortresses could be made of lit-
tle boxes, and so on — imagination was the

— Bepno. Imenno noatromy npojasaii 1
HEpaCKPANICHHBIX COJIaTHKOB. Ho 9T06DHI
HAJICTUTh TAKOTO «HEOIIPECTUBIIETOCS >
BOMHA HEKOH POJIbIO, NPUXOJUIOCH Y3Ha-
BaTh B ITOJPOGHOCTSAX, KAK €r0 HAaJ0 pacKpa-
cuth. M HauMHA/ICS MOUCK KHIDKEK, KOTO-
pble oMo Obl. A IOIYTHO Y3HABAJIOChH
MHOTO€ JIPyroe.

— Ho 6edv nepedio mobumenu cordamuxos —
Kax noopocmxu, max u A00uU 63pocavle — He mosv-
KO PacKkpawueant, amu uepyuxu, Ho u 0eiai
UX camu.

— Ja, xoneuyno. XOTsl 110 CPABHEHUIO C
TEM, KaK HEKOTOPBIE U3 MOJOJIBIX KOJUICK-
IIMOHEPOB OCBOIJIN 3TO JIEJIO CceHvac, U3ro-
TOBJIEHUE COJJATUKOB TAKUMU 3asIIHIMU
mobuTensamMu, kKak Asnekcanap lMBanosumu
Jlio6umoB, monkoBHUK Muxamn Bukropo-
BuY JIOIKOBCKUM Wi MOM oOTel], ObLIO,
MSITKO roBOpsi, KyctapHbM. o abpranoit
durypke Jenana TArcosylo ¢opMy, B KOTO-
PYIO MM pacTuiaBieHHBIA cBuHerl. IToTom
¢urypky ounmanu n packpammsaai. Pado-
Ta 6bUIA A7I0BA, HO B TIOJTHOM CMBICJIE aBTOP-
CKUM TpYIOM He sBasiachk. Ilponmcxoammao
JUmb GoJiee YUIM MEHee yladHoe KOIHPO-
BaHHe. BnpoueMm, He ob6xommrocs 6e3
HEKOTOPBIX 3JEMEHTOB aBTopcTBa. B Jlome
YVUEHBIX HAa COOpPaHUAX BOCHHO-UCTOPU-
yeckoit ceknnu B 1950—1960-x rojax Bpems
OT BPEMEHU JEJAINCh JOKIAJbl O CpaxKe-
HUSIX, KOTOPbI€ WLTIOCTPUPOBAINCH MaKeTa-
mu: bopoamnHckas O6uTBa, CpaKeHHE IOK

only limit! And the figures could represent
Ancient Greeks and Persians, Carthaginians,
Crusaders and Arabs — whoever you liked.
And you could also act out the plots of one of
Walter Scott’s novels without problems. You
might join one of the Crusades, get to the
Middle East, be captured by the Saracens,
then return to Europe and take part in tour-
naments — you just had to have soldiers of
the right kind.

— Or make them yourself...

— Quite right. That was the reason why
they sold unpainted soldiers as well. But in
order to invest one of those “undecided” war-
riors with a particular role, you had to find
out in detail how he should be painted. So
you embarked on a search for books that
would help you, finding out a lot of other
things along they way.

— But quite often fans of model soldiers, both
youths and adults, not only painted these toys, but
also made them themselves.

— Yes, of course. Although compared with
the way that some of the younger collectors
have mastered the art now, the soldiers pro-
duced by such inveterate aficionados as
Alexander Ivanovich Liubimov, Colonel
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JletinmuroMm, oTcTyrIeHAE (PPAHITY3CKOM ap-
MUH, BCTylleHue pycckux B Ilapwoxk... s
HEKOTOPBIX apMUI COJJATUKOB Pa3bICKATh
He yraBatock. K mprmepy, Mol oTer Kk ToKIa-
Jly 0 pyccko-mBesickoii Boiine 1808—1809 ro-
Z0B (paObPUYHBLIX (PUTYPOK MIBEIOB JaKe JUIs
06pasita HaliTu He cMor. UTo fesnaTs? Y mBe-
JIOB ObUIN JIOBOJIBHO CIIEIIU(PUYHBIE I'OJIOB-
Hble yoopsl. M BOT sy u3 cBUHLA (PUrypKu
(ppaHILy3CKUX COJJAT, a 3aTeM ILIOCKOTyOIa-
MM IUIIOIIMUIM UX TOJIOBBI BMECTE C TOJIOBHBI-
MH YOOPaMH 1 PACILTIONIEHHYIO 9aCTh TOTOM
06pabaTBIBAII: BBIPE3ATN CKAJIBIIEIEM IIPO-
¢prts rBApPAEIICKOI AKY WIH KacKH. A 13-
TOTOBHUTH CJEJOBAIO Heyio apMuio. Jpyras
3aj1a4ya — ITOHAIOOIINCH PHIITAPH JUIST MaKeTa
Jlenosoro no6owua. M onsares He 6bUI0 IIPO-
ToTHNa. biske Bcex o CuuIysTy IOJOIIEN
kazak 1812 roja, KOTOPBII CKaKaJl C IUKOM.
Tos10BBI Ka3aKOB BMECTE C MIAIKON IIpeodpa-
3WJIM TEM K€ CIIOCOOOM, a K CIIMTHAM (PUTYPOK
HPUKJIEMIN GyMaskHbIE IUIAIM M PACKPACH-
JIM IIOJi TEBTOHCKUX PbILAPEIL.

— Te, xmo 3anuMaemcs, co0amuKamt, Mexcoy
coboti konwmaxmupyrom? Bempeuaromesn ?

— Koneuno. Tak wimm mHade, U3BECTHO,
KTO YeM 3aHAT, KAKHUE Y KOTO YBJICUYCHUs, Ka-
Kue Kojuleknuu... Jpyroe meno, uro y Hac
HET €JIMHOTO IICHTPAIN30BAHHOTO OGIIECTBA
moduTesell OJOBAHHBIX COJJATHUKOB, HO
TpaJUIMs XKUBA, M Ceiiyac OHa Jaxe Gosee
SIBHO IIPOSAIBJISIETCSI, YEM B MUHYBIINE T'OABL.
B mocieBoenHoe Bpems KOJUIEKIIMOHEPDI

Mikhail Victorovich Liushkovsky or my own
grandfather look amateurish, to put it mildly.
They took a factory-made figure and made a
plaster mould from it which they filled with
molten lead. Then they cleaned up the figure
and painted it. It was hellish difficult work,
but not really creative in the full sense of the
word. It was only a more or less successful act
of copying. But there were some creative ele-
ments involved. At meetings of the military
history section in the House of Scholars in
the 1950s and 1960s from time to time peo-
ple would give lectures about battles that
were illustrated with models: Borodino, the
Battle of the Nations at Leipzig, the retreat of
the French army, the Russian entry into
Paris... For some armies the soldiers could
not be found. For example, for a lecture on
the Russo-Swedish War of 1808-09 my father
could not track down factory-made figures of
the Swedes even for use as prototypes. What
could he do? The Swedes had fairly distinc-
tive headgear. In the end they cast lead mod-
els of French soldiers, used pliers to flatten
their heads together with their hats, and then
worked on the flattened part: carving the
shape of a guardsman’s cap or helmet with a

ObUT HarlepedeT, B OCHOBHOM 3TO ObUIN BJIa-
JICJIBITBI COJIIATUKOB, COXPAHEHHBIX eIe C
JIOPEBOIOIMOHHOTO BPEMEHH, — 3TO OBLI
ocHOBaTesnb Mysest o6opons!r JleHmHrpasa
Jles JIbBoBUY PakoB wm 6UGIMOTEKAPD 3P-
MHUTKHOM 6ubmoTexn Annpeii MBanosuy
Kopcym...

- Kapmuwxa us demcmsa — na namepmom
napxeme Oorvwolt xomHamvl (Wb Keapmu-
pa — e nommio, mena 63an ¢ coboll a0, compyo-
nuK Ipmumanica) eyemo paccmasaenst 6amarvo-
HblL CON0AMUK0B, U MYM Jice, HA NOLY, AEICAM 6
N03€ NYAEMEMUUKOB, 20108aMU Opy2 K Opyzy d6oe
B3POCABIX, APOCMHO CROPAUUX MYHCUUM....

— boum xosneknuu y M. B. Jliomkoscko-
ro, A. . Jlio6umoBsa, y Mmoero otna. Y myseii-
Horo padorHuka Oera Bacrisesnya Xapu-
TOHOBA ObUIN I'AaTYMHCKUE I'PEHAJEPDI, 00D
€MHBIE, KOTOPBIX OH JIeJIaJl CaM.

— Kpome onossamnvix u ceunyosvix 0ouiu 6eob
eute Kapmormwie cordamuru ?

— UM coBepuieHHO yHUKaJIbHbIE, KaK, Ha-
IIpUMEp, KOJUIEKIUS KAapTOHHBIX COJIIATH-
KOB, KOTOPYIO H3TOTOBIJI apXUTEKTOP AH-
apeit Koncrantunosua Béapos. boeum onu B
pasMep OOBIYHBIX OJIOBSHHBIX U OJICTHI B
¢opmy 1812 roga. Ilocre cmeptu Bénposa
€ro BJIOBA IO JXEJAHHUIO ITOKOHHOTO My»Ka
Gyaro ObI OoTHpaBHIA KOJUleKnuio B bopo-
JITHCKYIO IIAHOPAMY, OZHAKO Ty 3Ta KOJUIEK-
IS He TIOCTYIIA. A roJia iBa Ha3a | OJUH 13
MOUX MOCKOBCKHX JIpy3€ii CKa3aJl MHE, YTO
BUJIEJl IUIOCKUX KAPTOHHBIX COJIIATHKOB B

scalpel. And they had to make a whole army.
Another poser was the knights for a model of
the Battle on the Ice. Again there was no pro-
totype. Closest in general outline was an 1812
Cossack galloping with a lance. The Cossacks
heads and hats were transformed in the same
way, while they stuck paper capes to the backs
of the figures and painted them to look like
Teutonic Knights.

— Do people who are interested in model soldiers
keep in touch or get together?

— Of course. One way or another, you
know who is doing what, what particular
interests people have, what collections... On
the other hand, we don’t have a central soci-
ety of tin soldier lovers, but the traditional is
a living one, and now it can be seen even
more clearly than in years past. In the post-
war period there were only a handful of col-
lectors, for the most part the owners of sol-
diers that had still survived from pre-revolu-
tionary times — there was Lev Lvovich Rakoyv,
the founder of the Museum of the Defence
of Leningrad, or Andrei Ivanovich Korsun,
the librarian of the Hermitage Library.

— A picture from childhood — on the polished par-
quet floor of a large voom (I don’t remember whose

Xydoxcnux u epasep
Ipnem Xaunpuxcen 6
1839 200y ¢ Hiopnbepee
0CHOBAN C8OE COOCMBEH-
HOE NPoU3E00cMmeB0.

B 1843 200y on esen
pasmep evicomvl puzyp-
KU — 30 mm, Komopwitl
cman oueHs NONYAp-
HbIM, G NO3INCE NOAYUUN
Medxncoynapooroe npu-
3HaNUe U HaA38aHUE
«HIOpHOEpecKULL» .

B xonye XIX sexa
NPoU3EOOUMENLHOCTVD
Hroprbepeckux Pupm
bvILa Maxoea, wmo oHu
MO2AU U32OMABAUBANMD
00 mAmUCOm MbLcAY
Puzypox 6 denv.

In 1839 the artist and
engraver Ernst Hein-
richsen set up his own
Jactory in Nuremberg.

In 1843 he introduced
a figure height of 30 mil-
limetres that became very
popular, eventually
becoming an interna-
tional standard known
by the name “Nurem-
berg”. In the late 19th
century firms based in
Nuremberg were capable
of producing up to
500,000 figures a day.

Oduuep reapaerckux kupacup. Poc-
cus, BTopas nonoBuHa XIX BeKa.
CoBpeMeHHas OTIMBKa.

Guards Cuirassier officer. Russia.
Second half of the 19th century.
Modern casting.

JNy6siHast Kopobo4Ka
C GuUrypkamu aHrmnmnCcKmx
KaBanepucToB XIX Beka.

ONOBSAHHbIX CONAATUKO
rme u3BecTHenwme

ekcaHap Cysopos, Ha
Anekcangp |, Banbtep CKoTT, AHaToNb PpaHc,
p6ept Yannc, Po6epT CTUBEHCOH, XaHc Kpu-
TWaH AHAepCeH, YUHCT ep4nib.

he famous people 0 d mod
Goethe, Suvorov, Nap

ander |, Walter S¢

ce, H.G. Wells,

Robert Louis Stevenson,

Hans Christian Andersen

.'and Winston Churchi

g

Bast box containing
figures of English
19th-century cavalrymen.

Bepxy. M. . Kyty3os
co wrabom. KapToH, akBapenb.
Pa6ota A. K. BéapoBa.

CneBa. PpaHLUy3CcKue rBapaen-
CKMe Kupacupbl U gparyHbl
BpemeH HanoneoHa lll.

Above. Kutuzov and his staff.
Watercolour on cardboard. Made
by Andrei Viodrov.

Left. French Guards Cuirassiers
and Dragoons of Napoleon IlI's day.
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MyuwkeTtepbl
XVIIl Beka.

18th-century
Musketeers.

HactonbHas MuHuaTiopa
no ckaske X.-K. AHgepceHa
«CTONKMNI ONIOBSIHHbBIN
conpaTuK».

Pa6ota B. H. Hy>kaunHa.

Tabletop miniature
inspired by Hans Christian
Andersen’s tale The Stead-
fast Tin Soldier. Made by
V.N. Nuzhdin.

ConpgatmKoB MOXHO
caenatb U caMoMy; 06blY-
HO ANsi 3TOro UCNONb3YyeT-

dopmoyKa Ana OTIUBKKU
CONAaTUKOB.

You can make model sol-
diers yourself. Usually
people use an alloy of
lead and tin. A mould for
casting soldiers.

MNeTepbyprckas macnexumua.
durypkn Gupmbl XalHpuxceHa
B HiopH6epre. 1839 rog.

Shrovetide in St Petersburg. Figures
made by the firm of Heinrichsen,
Nuremberg. 1839.

Cq cniaB CBUHLUa U onoBa.

®dpaHLy3CKMI NEXOTUHEL,
cepeaunHbl XIX BeKa.

Mid-19th century French
infantryman.

[peyeckne BcagHUKU. DUrypKM
dvpMmbl XarHprxceHa B HiopHGepre.
Havano XX Beka.

Greek horsemen. Figures made
by the firm of Heinrichsen, Nurem-
berg. Early 20th century.

aHTUKBAapHOM MarasuHe B Mockse. Sl monpo-
CHUJI KYIIUTH BCE, UTO YCIIEET, ¥ BCKOPE ITOJY-
YT B TIOJIAPOK IENYI0 KOPOOKY 3TUX (PHUTY-
POK. DTO pycckas rsapjeiickas KaBajJepus
1812 roja, HeMHOro apTU/UIEPUN, KA3aKH —
BCE IIEPCOHAKU BBIPE3AHDI C HEOOLIKHOBEH-
HBIM TIIAHUEM, aKKypaTHOCTEIO. Pabora mpo-
CTO HeBEPOATHAA... OUEBUIHO, 3TO «BETPOB-
CKHE» U €CTh.

— Ho xyda deaacy ma mwvma cordamuxos,
umo oviia Koeda-mo ¢ Poccuu? Beov ne ace sce
nponano?

— Hnorna serbisator. Iomuio, B cepeu-
HE CEMUECATHIX DPMUTAXKY ObLIA IPEIJIO-
JK€HA KOJLIEKIUs, COBEPIIEHHO IIOpaXkas-
mass Kak pa3HOOOpasueM, TaK U Ka4eCTBOM.
Ee, xoneuno, xyrmmuim. 3aTeM ele yepes3 He-
CKOJIbKO JIET NPUHECTU IMAPTHUIO COJJATU-
KOB, MCTOPHUIO OOHAPYKEHUS KOTOPOU ITPo-
JIABEIl COOOITIII TONBKO TOT/A, KOT/a OKYII-
Ka copepmmach. OH pacckasal, 9To MpHU Ka-
MUTAJILHOM PEMOHTE CTaporo JjomMa Ha
IleTporpajckoil cTOpoHe, KOTrAa padodne
pasdupay MevKy, U3 Hee BAPYT MOCHITAINICh
KOPOBGOYKH € STUMHA COIaTIKaMA. YacThb Ha-
XOJKU OTHECJN B COCEJHHUI JNETCKUHN caj, a
ocTalbHOE crpe6an — u B dpmuraxk. To, aro
3TO ObUIa UMEHHO KOJUIEKIUS, PUTOM CU-
CTEMaTU3UPOBAHHAs!, — COBEPIICHHO TOYHO!
y Bcex (PUTYPOK Ha IOCTaBOYKAX 0O03Hade-
HbI HOMepa cepuil. ITpoussojcTso Hemern-
Koe, pazHOooOpasue IMOpa3uTeJbHOE — OT
Jpesueii Ipenuu u Erunra 1o XX Beka. Kro

apartment it was, my uncle, one of the Hermitage
curators, took me with him) densely arrayed battal-
ions of soldiers, and there too, lying right on the floor
in the pose of machine-gunners heads facing each
other, two grown-up men arguing furiously.

— Liushkovsky, Liubimov and my father
had collections. The museum worker Oleg
Vasilyevich Kharitonov had Gatchina
grenadiers, full three-dimensional, that he
had made himself.

— Apart from lead and tin soldiers there were also
cardboard ones, weren’t there?

— Absolutely unique, some of them.
Like the collection of cardboard soldiers
created by the architect Andrei Konstanti-
novich Viodrov. They were the size of ordi-
nary tin soldiers and dressed in the uni-
form of 1812. After Viodrov’s death his
widow, following his wishes, supposedly
sent the collection to the Borodino Pa-
norama museum, but the collection never
arrived there. And a year or two back one
of my Moscovite friends told me he’d seen
flat cardboard soldiers in an antiques shop
in Moscow. I asked him to buy up every-
thing he could manage, and soon I got a
whole box of those figures as a gift. There

cobupain? Ilouemy npsitan B meuke? Kormpa?
ITocne pesomorym? B 61okany? Hukro sTo-
ro He y3HaeT... HecoMHeHHO, YTO KOJUIEK-
Uit 66110 0YeHb MHOTO. CONTATHKH K TOMY
’Ke ObUIN OYEHb JIEMOKPATUYHBIM BUIOM UT-
PYIIKH, BeCcbMa OOBIYHOH B CaMBIX Pa3HBIX
cembax. Kcraru, ecTb rie-To ynoMuHaHuEe O
TOM, uTO JleHuH, OyAyun B CUOMPCKOI CCBhLT-
Ke, OTHaK/IbI IPUHEC JETAM XO35I1Ha JIoMa, B
KOTOPOM JKHJI, TOCTUHITBI — TOPCTh JIEJICH-
IIOB JIOYKE U TOPCTh COJJTATUKOB CHIHY... 3Ha-
YUT, COJJATUKOB MOKHO OBIIO KYIIHUTH JAXKE
B CaMOM IVIyIIN.

- B Opmumanxce 6viearu évicmasku conda-
muxos?

— Pasymeercs. B 1938 roay 6bu1a 60sbmas
BbICTaBKa «BoeHHOE mpomuioe pycckoro Ha-
pona» ¢ makeroMm bopoaunckoro cpaxenus,
B KOTOPOM MHCIOJb30BAIUCH COJJATUKA U3
xoJutekiuii Jiromkosckoro u Paxosa. Ha nByx
BbIcTaBKax 1960—1970-x royos, koTopble Ha-
spiBaich «Mrpymka B Poccun», ecrectsen-
HO, 6bUmH U cospatuxy. B 1987 rogy Ha 6ote-
IIOH BBICTABKE COJIATHUKOB B /IBEHAAIIATHKO-
JIOHHOM 3aJI€, TTOCBSAMEeHHOH 1812 roxy, 6utn
MIPEJICTABICHBI COJIATUKH B (popMe Kak pyc-
CKHUX, TaK ¥ (PPAHITy30B C UX COIO3HUKAMH —
BeCT(aIbIIaMU, 6aBAPIAMU, CAKCOHITAMI. ..

— B nawem paszosope mol, Korewno, 1e moicem
nponycmume nu «Cmotixoeo 0406811020 040G
muxa» Andepcena, wu «bymasicnozo condamura»
Oxydacasvl. Kmo oce ne nomnum cmpouxy: «He
006epAAU ML EMY CBOUX CEKPEMOB BANCHDLX. .. »

were Russian Guards cavalry of 1812, a few
artillerymen and Cossacks — all the figures
had been cut out with exceptional care and
accuracy. The workmanship is just incredi-
ble. Evidently they come from the Viodrov
collection.

— But what happened to that great host of sol-
diers that at one time existed in Russia? Not all
of them can have been lost for ever?

— They turn up occasionally. I remem-
ber in the mid-"70s the Hermitage was
offered a collection of absolutely stunning
variety and quality. Of course, we bought it.
Then a few years later, a batch of soldiers
was brought in, the story of the discovery of
which the seller disclosed only after the
purchase was completed. He said that when
an old apartment house in the Petrograd
Side district was being completely refur-
bished the workers dismantled a stove and
suddenly boxes of these soldiers tumbled
out of it. They took part of their find to a
nearby kindergarten, raked together the
rest and off to the Hermitage. There can be
no doubt that this was a collection, and a
systematic one at that: all the figures on
plinths were marked with serial numbers.
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— Koneuno, Bce ee snaior. Ho nopoii
ObIBAJIO KaK pa3 HA0OOPOT — UMEHHO COJI-
JATUKAM-TO U JOBEPSIU. A IPUMEPOM MO-
JKET CJTYKUTB TIOCJEPEBONIONNMOHHASA HCTO-
pust ceMbH XynoxHuKa Propuka bopucosu-
uya [Tonosa. Korjma ux ceMblo BHICHUIAIN U3
Jlenunrpaja, To yBe3eHHas ¢ cOGOM KO-
JIEKIIUSI COJIIATUKOB, KOTOPYIO COOHpa
€ro orel|, IPeBPaTUIACh B CTPAHY BOCIIO-
MUHAHUHM 1 MeuThbl. Bblna npugaymMana urpa
B HEKOE KOPOJIEBCTBO: BOT C TOTO-TO U C
TOTO-TO BCE€ HAYMHAJIOCH, A IOTOM OBLIT Ta-
KOI-TO KOPOJIb, a Y KOPOJISI Bparu U CO03-
HUKHU... HpI/IﬂyMbIBaJII/ICI) NMCHA 1 Ha3Ba-
HHSI, KOPOJIbh BOECBAI C KAKIMH-TO «IIYHTa-
MU» N ﬂpyI‘I/IMI/I cocegdamMmu, 1 BCsA I/ICTOpI/IH
3Ta B BHJIC COOBITHI Pa3bIIPBIBAIACH IIPU
MIOMOIIY COJAATHKOB. OJIoBsIHHBIEC (PUTYP-
KM Ha KAaKOE-TO BPEMs IIOMOTAIH BBITE-
CHUTH THETYLIYIO PEaJTbHOCTb. BblaymaH-
HBIII MUp, HACEJIEHHBIH UMM, IOMOTra
BBDKHUTB. [loMoranu Bce: meTpoBCKUE COJI-
JIaTBhI, PHIL[APU €BPOIIECIICKOTO CPEIHEBEKO-
Bbsl, UHJEUIIbI...

Hamnocnenok s cipocnn Bunnu6axosa, B
KaKOU CTENEeHW MOXKHO COIIOCTABUTH €Tr0
JIETCKUE, a IOTOM B3POCTBbIE — YK€ Ha
MHOM, HAyYHOM YPOBHE — 32aHSTUS COJA-
THKaMU C TPACKTOPHEH €ro >KU3HEHHOTO
nyTu. S mMesn B Buay gaske He mpodeccuio
HCTOPHKA, a CIENU(PUKy UMEHHO Tepaib-
JHYIECKYIO.

— Hy, 4To TyT rOBOPUTS... — OTBETUI OH. —

They were German-made and of amazing
variety — from Ancient Greece and Egypt
to the twentieth century. Who collected
them? Why did they hide them in the stove?
We shall never know.

— Has the Hermitage held exhibitions of model
soldiers?

— Certainly. In 1938 there was a big exhi-
bition entitled “The Military Past of the
Russian People” with a model of the Battle
of Borodino in which soldiers from
Liushkovsky and Rakov’s collections were
used. Two exhibitions of “Toys in Russia” in
the 1960s and 1970s naturally included
model soldiers. In 1987 in a big exhibition
of model soldiers in the Twelve-Column
Hall devoted to 1812 there were soldiers in
both Russian uniforms and those of the
French and their allies, the Westphalians,
Bavarians, Saxons...

In conclusion I asked Georgy Vilinbakhov to
what extent can his childhood and then - on
another, scholarly level — his adull interest in
model soldiers be linked to the course that his life
has taken. I was referring not even so much to the
profession of historian as to the specific field of
heraldry.

Korma 6ombire copoka JieT, ¢ caMoro JaeT-
cTBa... Brpouem, ckazaTh Tebe, UTO OJHO
MIPSIMO BBITEKJIO U3 JIPYTOTO, 5, ECTECTBEHHO,
HE MOTY...

Ho mHe mokasaiock, 9To Ta KPErnocTh Ha
pydeiike, KOTOPYIO CTPOMJIM IIOYTH CTO JIET
Haszag B Crapoit Pycce juig cBoux cospatu-
KOB IIECTIWIETHUE MAIbYUKH, YTO-TO OXpPa-
HAET U cefiyac. M He GyAb TeX JeTCKUX Urp B
COJIIATUKH, OBITb MOXKET, YyTh MHAYE BBIIIS-
JeJia Obl Telepb SKUITUPOBKA IPE3UIEHTCKO-
TO MOJIKA, ¥ HE PA3BEPHYIOCH ObI B TAKOE Ha-
YIHO-XyIOKECTBEHHOE BEIUKOJIENNE TPA3/J-
Hopanue B Idpmuraxke 300-netua Poccuit-
CKO¥ TBAp/IUH, ¥ HE COBCEM TAaKMMU, KAK CEl-
Jac, ObUTH OBbI, BOBMOXHO, (bJaru, peomue
HbIHYe HaJ| Ajvmupanrelicrsom u Ilerporas-
JIOBCKOH KpenocTbio. M paxe, KTO 3HaeT,
TOYHO JIM TAKOM, KaK ceiyac, ObLI ObI 1 caM
Poccniicknii rep6. m

Ooun uz gurocoghos
KAK-mo cKasas, wmo
camote Muprwie 100U —
MO Me, KMO HAUPANC
6 6oUNY eute 8 demcmee.

A philosopher once said
that the most peaceful
people are those who
played at war enough
in their childhood.

— Well, what can I say on that score...
When you spend over forty years, from
early childhood... But the idea that the one
flowed directly out of the other, that, of
course, I can’t say...

Still it seemed to me that that fortress that the
six-year-olds built for their model soldiers on the
stream in Staraya Russa almost a hundred years
ago is still safeguarding something today. And if it
had not been for those children’s games with toy sol-
diers, perhaps the equipment of the Presidential reg-
iment would look slightly different today, the 300th
anniversary of the Russian Guards would not
have been celebrated with such a magnificent feast
of art and scholarship in the Hermitage, and
maybe the flags flying above the Admiralty and the
Peter and Paul Fortress would not be quite the same
as they are. And even, who knows, the Russian
coat of arms would be different from what it is. m

Mpycckue reapaenckme
Kupacupbl BTOPOM NONOBK-
Hbl XIX BeKa.

Prussian Guards
Cuirassiers of the second
half of the 19th century.



