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Kaumn dobposonvro seuncst 8 mockosckuii Cot-
CKHOU NPUKA3 U NOOAN UELOOUMMHYI0, 8 KOMO-
Dot npusHasanca, wmo on cmpaunsvitl pew-
HUK U, 20PYKO PACKAUBAACH 8 DECUUCAEHHDIX
CBOUX MPECMYNACHUX, NPOCUM BAACTMU OAMD
eMY UANC <KO UCTPABAEHUIO», @ <80 UCKYNIE-
HUE» COOCAHHBLX UM 3100€UCME 20108 8bLOAMb
NOAUYUU 8CEX CBOUX MOBapuwel. 3amem & co-
nPososcderuu ompada cordam on Hawas ua-
CMAMb MO UIBECHBIM eMY <MAAUHAM> U XBA-
MAM> NPECMYNHUKO8, KOMOPBIX NOAUUUL He
MO21A NOUMAMD.

B dexabpe 1741 200a éop u pasbotinux Banvka

In December 1741 the thief and robber known as
Vanka Cain voluntarily presented himself to the
Office (prikaz) of Criminal Investigation and
submitted a petition in which he confessed to
being a terrible sinner and bitterly repented his
countless crimes. He asked the authorities to give
him a chance “of correction” and “to make
amends” for his misdeeds, he declared himself
willing to betray all his comrades to the police.
Then, accompanied by a detachment of soldiers,
he started to go around between hideouts that he
knew and take criminals that the police were
unable to catch.

The Moscow Wolf
in Sheep’s Clothing
Vanka Cain

EBrenunit AHUCUMOB/ by Yevgeny ANISIMOV

MOCKOBCKUU 0060pomens
Banvra haun

- “
« Ha MocKBY ¢ 6anKoHa -
PEMIEBCKOro BOpLIAY.

Nutorpadusa XK. enabapta. 1797 rog.
Huxe. «CueHa B Kabake».
W.-4. MeTtenneintep. 1791 rog.

MHorouucneHHble nutorpadun dpaHLy3sa
3aneyatnenu gonoxapHyto Mocksy ¢ ee
pa3MepeHHbIM GbITOM, @ OT HEMELLKOTO
XYAOXHUKa He YKpblnach Apyras CTopoHa
MOCKOBCKOW }M3HU — C ee Kabakamu,
rfe nbsiHoe Becesbe HepeaKo
3aKaH4yMBanNoChb NOHOXOBLLUHON.

View of Moscow from the Balcony

of the Kremlin Palace.

Lithograph by Gérard de la Barth. 1797.
Below. Scene in a Tavern.

Johann Jacob Mettenleiter. 1791.

The Frenchman artist’s lithographs

recorded Moscow before the great fire with its
measured existence, while his German colleague
noted another side of Muscovite life —

its taverns where drunken merrymaking

quite often ended in bloodshed.

M5 Banbkn Kanna crano napunarens-
ubIM ete B XVIII seke. JIIOGOIIBITHO, UTO OH
[POCJIABIIICS HE TOJBKO GECIpPUMEPHbIMU
3JI0/IeTHUSIMA, YOUIICTBAMH, OOMaHaMU, HO
U... JUTEPATYPHOU AEATEJIbHOCTBIO. B Ka-
KOI-TO MOMEHT, OTObIBasi KaTopry B Porep-
Buke (abIHe opt Iamavcku, Dcronus), on
PEIII HAAUKTOBATh OJHOMY U3 CBOUX Ipa-
MOTHBIX TOBapHIeil prupMOBaHHbIE BOCIIO-
MUHAHHUI O CBOUX I‘OJIOBOKPY}KI/ITCJIBHBIX
MTOXOKACHUAX. MeMyapbl 3TH ObUIM Takue
JKe JInxXue, TAJIAaHTJINBbIC 11 HAXAJIbHbBIC, KaK 11
cam Bampka. JloBOIbHO OLICTPO, TEpexoAs
nus3 pyK B pYKI/I n 6}7,[[}7‘{1/1 paSMHO)KCHI)I HepOM
JobuTesel IPUKIIOYEHYECKOrO0 UYTHUBA,
3AIIMCKU TH Pa3ONUINCh 110 Beell Poccun,
a B 1770 roxy 6bumm paxke HaledyaTaHbl,
YBEKOBEUYHUB OTUYASTHHOTO MEP3aBIIa.

The name Vanka Cain had already be-
come a byword before the eighteenth cen-
tury was out. It is a curious fact that he was
known not only for his unprecedented
crimes, murders and betrayals, but also for ...
his literary activities. At some point while
serving a sentence of hard labour in
Rogervik (now the port of Paldiski in Esto-
nia) he decided to dictate to one of his lit-
erate fellows his rhyming reminiscences of
his staggering adventures. Those memoirs
were as audacious, gifted and shameless as
Vanka himself. In a fairly brief space of
time, passed from hand to hand and copied
out by lovers of adventure stories, these writ-
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buorpagnsa Kanna (B mupy Meana Ocn-
[10BA) HAYMHAJIACh BIIOJHE GaHaIibHO. Kak
KPETIOCTHOM KpeCThIHUH Kynma PrraTe-
€Ba OH ObLT MpUBe3eH u3 Pocrosckoro yes-
Ja B MOCKBY K CBOEMY TOCIIOJJUHY U OTIpE/ie-
JIeH B IBOpoBbIe. OCHUIIOB IIOKUJI Y XO3sHHA
HECKOJIPKO JIET, a4 IIOTOM PEIINI GexaTs.
Ho mnpenocraBum cioBo camomy Bamnbke:
«Cayxun B Mockse y rocta Ilerpa Jmu-
TpueBu4a rocroguHa Purarsesa, 1 ITO 10
YCJIYT MOMX IPUHAUIEKAIO, TO C yCEpAUEM
JOJDKHOCTb MOIO OTIPAaBJISI, TOKMO BMe-
CTO HAarPAXKACHUS U MUJIOCTEH HECHOCHBIE
OT Hero 6ou nosxyJan. Yero pagu B3gymanr:
BCTATh IOPAaHE U MIArHYTh CO ABOPA €TO II0-
Jane. B oxHO Bpems, BHJSA €ro Crsmaro,
OTBAXWJICS TPOHYTh B TOH CHAJIBHE CTOSIB-
IIEro Japiia €Bo, U3 KOTOPOTO B3sLI JICHET
CTOJIBKO JIOBOJIBHO, YTOO HECTH IO CHIIE
MoOeil 6BLIO IOJHO, 4 XOTsI IPEX/E OHOTO
HA OJHY TOJIBKO COJIb IPOMBIIUISI, & T
YBIDKY U M€J[, TO MIBYUKOM JIU3I [BOpO-
BAJI 11O MeIoud ... Bucsmee Ha creHe mra-
The €BO Ha ce6s HaJelT U U3 JOMY TOT Xe
4Jac, He MEIIKaB, IIolIes, a 6oJjee 3aTeM TO-
pomuJICs, 9TOO OT CHA OH HE IPOOYNICS I
HE YYUHIIT OBl 32 TO MHE 3Ja... Beimen co
JBOpa, MmoAanucan Ha Boporax: ,Ileit Boxy
KaK TyCh, €IIb XJIeO KaK CBUHbS, a paboTail
4yepT, a He .

Pasymeercsi, HAarpy>k€HHOTO Uy>KUM J00-
poM BaHbKy ks COOGIIHUK — TaKHe Kpa-
KU He OBbIBAIOT PE3yJIbTATOM BHE3AIHOTO

ings spread across the whole of Russia, and
in 1770 they were even printed, immortaliz-
ing the villainous desperado.

The biography of Cain (whose original
name was Ivan Osipov) began quite unre-
markably. He was a serf peasant belonging
to the merchant Filatyev and was brought
from Rostov district to his master’s home in
Moscow to work as a household servant.
Osipov stayed with his master for a few years
and then decided to run away. But let Vanka
tell his own story: “I served in Moscow with
the merchant Piotr Dmitriyevich, Mister
Filatyev, and as regards my services I per-
formed my duties zealously, only instead of
rewards and kindnesses I received from him
unbearable beatings. Because of this I took
it into my head to get up early and to get
away from his household. On one occasion,
seeing him asleep, I ventured to touch his
coffer that stood in that bedroom and from
it took as much money as I could comfort-
ably carry, and, although before that I had
only pilfered salt, and honey when I saw the
chance, and filched a little... I put on his
robe that was hanging on the wall and that
very hour, without delay, I left the house and

nopsiBa. [logroBopn ero n Hay4ImI HEKTO
Ilerp Pomanos, B omnpejeeHHbIX Kpyrax
M3BECTHBIA moja Kanukou «Kamuarka»
(BO3MOKHO, OH YK€ TMOOBIBAT Ha CaMOI
JasbHell B TorpamHeir Poccum ccbuike).
Jlpy3bsi CKpBLIMCHL B MOCKOBCKUX pa3Bajlu-
Hax...

Mocxksa cepeaunbl XVIII Beka npejcra-
BJIsIa COGOI evyanbHoe 3peuine. B 1737 ro-
Jly OHa IEePEeXIIa CTPALIHYIO KaTacTpody,
HA4YaBHIYIOCS C JIOMa OTCTaBHOTO IIpariop-
muka Munocnasckoro. Ero npucayra cos-
JaTckas BAoBa Mapps Muxaiinosa 29 mas
ITOCTaBUJIA TIEPEJ], MKOHOH CBEYKY M OTBJIC-
KJach MO Kakoi-To HamobHoctu. CBeuka
yIasa, BCIBIXHYJ IOXap, a cyxas IOroja
eMy GaronpuaTcTBOBalA. [OpPOJ BBIKIIO
HOYTU MOJHOCTHIO 32 HECKOJbBKO YaCOB.
IToxxap, mOpOAUBIINII TOPBKYIO ITOCTOBHUILY
«MockBa cropesna OT KOII€eYHOI CBEYKH»,
YHEC HECKOJIBKO TBICAY KU3HEeU. Pazpanmm-
HBI MHOTHE TOJbI 3apacTald KycTaMu, 00-
Pa30BBIBAIN CBOECOOPA3HBIE AUKHE OCTPO-
BA M apXUIIEJary, I7i¢ YKPBIBAJINCH pa3HbIE
JauxouMIibl. OCOOEHHO OIlaCHbI ObLIN JJIs
MOCKBUUel opparu. OT UX Has3BaHUI My-
pamku mam 1o koxe: I'pexosnsiit, Crpar-
HbIU, BeoBbI. ..

Pas6oiinble sloropuina B oBparax, paspa-
JIMHAX, CPEAU TPYII06 OCOOEHHO HACEICHBI
6BLIN 3MMOI, Korja «GpaTBa» BO3BpAIIA-
JIACh C JIETHEH «paboThI» HA GOJIBIINX JJOPO-
rax 1 pekax. JJoGbITINKOB BCTPEYATN CKYII-

made haste moreover lest he wake up and
do me ill on that account.”

Of course, an accomplice was waiting for
Vanka as he emerged laden with his mas-
ter’s property — such thefts are not the
result of sudden impulses. He was put up to
it and instructed by a certain Piotr
Romanov, better known in particular circles
by his nickname —“Kamchatka” (perhaps he
had already served a term of banishment in
the remotest part of Russia). The friends
hid themselves in the ruined buildings
around the city.

In the middle years of the eighteenth
century Moscow was a sorry sight. In 1737 it
had suffered a terrible disaster. The city was
almost completely consumed by fire in a
matter of hours. The conflagration cost
thousands of lives. For many years after-
wards the city was dotted with ruins over-
grown with bushes, forming sort of savage
islands and archipelagos in which miscre-
ants of all kinds took refuge. The robbers’
dens in the gullies and ruins or among the
slums were especially packed in the winter
when members of the criminal fraternity
returned from their “summer jobs” on the

I'! ‘:'I: ‘l;"-

Tloowsaswutt 6 Mockee
6 1778 200y anenunanun
Yusavam Koxe nucan:
«Hexomopuie xeapmanvi
9Mmoeo 02pomHo2o eopoaa
KAACYMCS, COBEPULEHHO
nyCmuLpamu, urwvle —
2ycmo Hacenewst, 00HU
noxooam na 6eonwie
Oepesywixu, opyeue ume-
10om eud 602amo
CMOAUUDBL> .

The Englishman William
Coxe, who visited Moscow
in 1778, wrote: “Some
quarters of this immense
city seem utterly deserted,
others densely populated.
Some resemble poor vil-
lages, others have the look
of a rich capital.”
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«Motowme cnenubi».
AkBapenb W. EpmeHeBa.
Havano 1770-x rogos.

«M NNazaps notoT cnenubl,

C6upas meaHbIMK rpolamu

[aHb ¢ cocTpaaaTenbHbIX 3€BaK. . .»
(AN. HUKUTUH)
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Blind Singers.
Watercolour by Ivan Yermenev.
Early 1770s.

“And blind men sing Lazarus
Collecting copper coins

In tribute from compassionate
onlookers.” (Ivan Nikitin)
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«JlegsiHble ropbl B MocKkBe
Ha HernuHHOM ynuue BO
BPeM$ Mac/isHOW Heaenm».
PacKkpalieHHas rpaBiopa
XK. dena6apTta. 1795 roga.

MN3no6neHHoM 3uMHeN
3a6aBoW ropoxaH 6b110
KaTaHue Ha canaskax

C neasiHbIx rop. KatanbHas
ropa B Kutai-ropoge,
nosaaun MbiTHOro ABOpa,

Ice slides on Neglinnaya
Street in Moscow during
Shrovetide. Tinted
engraving by Gérard

de la Barth. 1795.

Toboganning down frozen
hills was a favourite winter
pastime with city-dwellers.
The slide in the Kitai-gorod
district, behind the Toll
Yard, was known for a long

fonroe BpeMs Hocuna nms time as “Cain’s” in honour
«KanHoBO» B YecTb
3HAMEHWUTOrO rpabuTens
1 gywery6a.

i

«Yn1M4yHas cueHa BO BTOPOM
nonosuHe XVIll Beka».
PackpalueHHbI odopT

X.-T. Teicnepa. 1790-e rogpl.

[opoAcKWe BnacTM CKBO3b NasbLibl
B3Mpanu Ha 3anpeLLeHHble Kynay-
Hble 60u.

of the infamous robber
and Killer.

Street Scene in the Second

Half of the Eighteenth Century.
Tinted etching by Christian Got-
tfried Heinrich Geissler. 1790s.

The municipal authorities turned

a blind eye to breaches of the ban
on prize fighting.
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«HUWKMM 1 HUWwasa». Havano 1790-x roaos.

Oco60e no4TeHue, KOTOPbIM UCMOKOH BEKOB Ha Pycv Nonb30Bannch «Kanuku
nepexoxue», NPUBOAUIO K MOCTOAHHOMY POCTY NPOGECCUOHaNbHbIX HULLMX.

A Beggar Couple. Early 1790s.

The special reverence reserved in Russia from time immemorial for
cripples travelling from one religious centre to another led to
a constant increase in professional beggars.

«Bna KameHHOro mocta 1 ero oKkpyeHui B Mockee

C AepeBSHHOIO MOCTUKA, 4TO y BogoB3BOAHOM GalLHM».
[paBtopa I. JTopu ¢ opurnHana XK. Aenabaprta.

Havano 1780-x rogos.

View of the Stone Bridge in Moscow and Its Surroundings
from the Small Wooden Bridge by the Water Tower.
Engraving by Gabriel Lory from an original

by Gérard de la Barth. Early 1780s.

«CenbCKM NpasgHuK».
M. ToHKoB. 1790-e roabl.

Becenutbesi U rynatb
BCEraa ymenu u niobunum
Ha Pycu...

Rural Festivities.
I. Tonkov. 1790s.

People always enjoyed
making merry in Russia
and knew how to do it.

O6pa0 nocesuenus Kau-
Ha 6 60po6cKoe 0bulecmeo
npowen nod ceodamu
Boavuozo Kamennozo
MOCMA, NOABI0BABULE20CS
Y Mockeuuel OypHou
cnasou. «/lesamas xiem-
Ka» — apra mocma na
nesom bepezy — cayxrcuna
npucmarumem o
«auxux modetr». Cyos no
deram Coicknozo npuxa-
3a, 60U dHcepmevL OHU
npocmo bpocasu é pexy,
omKY0a u NOW0 8vipace-
HUE «KOHYDBL 8 800Y».

Cain’s ritual initiation
into the criminal fraternity
took place beneath the
arches of the Great Stone
Bridge that had a bad rep-
utation among Mus-
covites. The “ninth cell”,
as the arch on the left ban
was known, served as a

refuge for “wicked people”.

Judging by the records of

the Olffice of Criminal
Investigation, they simply
tossed their victims into
the river.

KU HarpabJIeHHOTO, «60€eBbIe IOAPYI > —
COJIepKATEIBHUAILI TIPUTOHOB, MTPOCTUTYT-
KM, BOPOBKM — ¥ TIOPTHUXH, IEPETUIOB-
IMAIBI KpaJeHOro. BOT Ha 3TO MOCKOBCKOE
JJHO U oIycTuiacsa, Boaes 3a Kamuarkoid,
Banpka. OH Tak OHNMCBIBAI B MeMyapax
CBOE INIPHUOOIIEHNE K BOPOBCKOMY MHPY:
«M monumn Mbl 1oy Kamennwniii Mmoct, rie
BOPHIIKAM ObLI IIOTOCT, KOU TPEOOBAIU OT
MeHsI JieHer (TaK Ha3bIBaeMble BJIa3HbIC. —
E. A.), HO 4, XOTS U OTTOBAPUBAICS, OfHA-
KO JaJI UM JBaJlaTh KOIEEK, Ha KOTOpPbIE
MPUHECIN BUHA, TOTOM HAIIOMIH M MEHS.
Bomusmu, ropopuinu: Ilon ga cepen camu
Chesr, TedYb Ja MOoJaTH B HaeM OTAaeM,
a MAYIIEMY IO CEMY MOCTY THUXYIO MIJIOCTBI-
HIO TTofiaeM [rpabuM| U ThI Gyxemn, 6par,
HalIeMy CyKHY €MaH4da (TO €CTh CBOUM. —
E. A.), IOXUBH B HAIlIEM JIOME, B KOTOPOM
BCEro JOBOJIbHO: HAaroThl U GOCOTHI U3Be-
HIEHBI IIECTBI, a TOJIOJLY U XOJI0Ly aMOGapbl
crodar. IIbuib a KONOTB, IPUTOM HEYETO U
sonath”. Iloroas HeMHOTrO, OHI HA YEPHYIO
paboTy mOILIH».

Jocuges no paccsera B OJUHOYECTBE,
Kaun penmr ocMOTpeThCs, BBIIIET U3 yoe-
JKUINA U — BOT He3ajaudal — cpasy ke Haje-
TeJ Ha (PUIATBEBCKOTO JBOPOBOTO, KOTO-
pbIii crpe6 mapHS U IOBOJIOK K OapHHY.
PaswsipennsIii kymner n3émr Banbky, Tpe6o-
BJI BEPHYTD JIEHbI'U U Bemu, Ho Kann Mo
yaJ. Torja ero nocaguam B X0J0AHYIO Ha 3a-
gueM asope. OnHa ABOPOBAs J€BKa TAHKOM

highways and waterways. It was down into
this Moscow underworld that Vanka fol-
lowed Kamchatka. But soon the lad
bumped into one of Filatyev’s house-serfs in
the street. He grabbed him and dragged
him back to his master. The infuriated mer-
chant beat Vanka, demanding the return of
his money and possessions, but Cain kept
mum. Then he was locked in the cold store
in the backyard. One of the maids secretly
brought Vanka food — to give the rascal his
due, he could always gain the sympathy of
women. The girl also told Vanka that
Filatyev’s serfs had killed a soldier of the
watch in a fight and thrown the body down
an old well. Vanka cheered up and shouted
out “Word and deed!” — the cry used by
informers. He was heard and taken to the
office of the secret police, where he accused
Filatyev of concealing the murder of a state
official. His account proved true and as a
reward he was released, clutching in his
hand a document freeing him from serf-
dom.

Almost at once Cain met up with his
friend Kamchatka and the next night they
went out on a job — burgling Rex, the court

KopMuIa BaHbKy — Halo OTAATH TPOXOJUM-
Iy TOJDKHOE: SKEHITUHBI €My CUMIIaTU3HPO-
Bau Bcerna. OHa-TO M pacckasana Banbke,
yTo aBoposble PuaTheBa B Apake youam
KapayJIbHOTO COJIIATa U GPOCHIIN B CTAPBII
Kosozen. Banbka BOCHPSAHYJ, 3aBOIIMIIL:
«CaoBo u geno!» — ka4 foHocunkos. Ero
jgoctaBwid B CTyKaIOB IIpUKa3 — TAWHYIO
IIOJIMLIMIO, OH NOoKa3asl Ha PuraTbeBa B Ipe-
CTYIUIEHUH — COKPBITUH YOWIICTBA rocyia-
peBa denoBeka. JJOHOC HOATBEPAWICH, U
Banbka B Harpasay 3a «I0BEICHHBIN> (JJOKa-
3aHHBII) U3BET BLIIIE HAa CBOOOJY, AepKa B
PYKE «JUISl SKUTHST BOJIBHOE TTUCBMO>.

ITouTtn cpasy sxe Kann BcTpernics ¢ apy-
roMm KamuaTkoii, n 6mkaiiineil Ho4blo OHU
JBUHYJINCH HA JIEJIO — OGOKPATIH IIPHUIBOP-
HoOTro nnopTHOTro Pekca. /lnem nx JoBKUIi CO-
OOITHUK HE3AMETHO IIPOHUK B JIOM U CIIPS-
TaJICs IO/l KPOBATBIO, a4 KOT/[A BCE YCHYJIU B
HQJIeXKHO 3alIePTOM JOMeE, IIAaPEHDb BIYCTUII
B JJOM COTOBApUIIEH.

Wnes «3acagp» npuHamiexata Banbke.
Boob6me oH cpasy e cTal BBIACAATHCS U3
MOCKOBCKOTO BOPBS N300pETATEILHOCTEIO,
TOHKUM 3HAHUEM IICUXOJOTUU, YMEJI UM-
npoBu3upoBath. Kak-To 3amymana Ganga
Banpkn orpabuTh 60TATBIA KyledecKuit
JIOM, 1a K HEMY HE ITOJCTYIIUThCS: BHICOKUI
3a60p, JBOPHUKU, HOYHBIE CTOPOXA, a
IJTaBHOE — HESICHO, IJI€ XK€ X03geBa Jo0po
jgepxat! Kaun pemraer 3ajauky reHMajJIbHO
IIPOCTO: IOKYIAET KYPHLly, llepedpacbiBaeT

tailor. In the daytime their crafty young
accomplice got into the house unnoticed
and hid under a bed. Then, when everyone
had fallen asleep in a safely locked-up
house, the boy let his companions in.

This “waiting game” had been Vanka’s
idea. In general he immediately distin-
guished himself among the Moscow under-
world for his inventiveness and his subtle
grasp of human psychology. He was also able
to improvise. One night Cain and his gang
were returning home with the loot after a
successful outing when they found them-
selves the object of a hue and cry so persist-
ent that they were forced to throw their
spoils into a muddy puddle in the middle of
Moscow and, relieved of their burdens, take
to their heels and scatter. Another seeming-
ly impossible task — to recover the valuables
by daylight, in a busy place. But not for
Vanka! He stole a carriage, installed his
“moll” in it dressed up as a lady of quality
and set off for the centre of the old capital
with his comrades. Passers-by witnessed a
scene in no way unusual in the muddy
streets of Moscow: a carriage that had lost a
wheel and was leaning over in the middle of
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ee dyepes 3a60p U WJET K BOPOTaM, Tpebys
BEPHYTL €ro COGCTBEHHOCTb. BMmecte ¢
JBOPHUKAMH OH JIOJTO M GE3yCHENIHO JIO-
BUT YBEPTIUBYIO IITUITY, BBICMATpHUBas BCE,
YTO HYKHO. A HOUYBIO Ka3€HKA — KJIAJ0OBast
Jl06pa — OKa3bIBAETCA HENOCTIKUMBIM 00-
pasom orpabeHal

B gpyroii paz Houblo 3a Kannom u ero
JIOJbMH, INEAININMU C TPOMEsIMH IOCIe yC-
HEIIHOTO «J[€JIa», YBA3AJIACh IIOTOHS, Jia Ta-
Kasg Ha30IUIMBAsg, YTO IPHUILIOCh OPOCUTH
YKpaJieHHOE B I'PSI3HYIO JYKy mocpean Moc-
KBBI 1 HAJIETKE YJICTIETBIBATH B PA3HbIE CTO-
poHbL. OmAThb, Ka3aJloch ObI, HEpa3peln-
Masl 3a/ada — BBITAIIUTH IIEHHOCTU THEM,
MPUJIIOHO, HeBO3MOKHO. Ho He TyT-TO 6BI-
J0! BaHbKa yroHAET KapeTy, ca)kaeT B Hee
nepeoJieToil GapbIHEH CBOIO «GOEBYIO IO-
JIPYTy» ¥ C COOOIIHMKAMHU €JIET B IIEHTP CTO-
smnpl. M BOT npoxoskue yxe BUJAT OObIY-
HYIO JUIfl IPS3HBIX MOCKOBCKHX YJIMI] KApPTH-
HY: IIOCPEJH JY)KU CTOUT HAKPEHHBIIAACH
KapeTa C OTBJIMBIINMCS KOJIECOM, OAPBIHSA
13 OKOIIKA HA YEM CBET CTOUT PYTraeT CJVT,
KOTOpBIE KOITAIOTCS B TPSA3U U BCE HIKAK HE
MOTYT TIOCTABUTBL Ha3aJ KOJIECO, 6e3fenb-
Huku! A TeM BpeMEHEM BOPOBAHHBIC IIO-
JKUTKH TMTOTUXOHBKY YIOXWIA B KapeTy, Ha-
JIeJIV KOJIECO — U ObLIM TAaKOBBI. I1og00HbIM
XUTPOCTAM Banbku HecTs uncia.

Hagx muornmu npogenkamu Kamna moox-
HO OT JIyIIN IIOCMEATHCS — TaK OPUTMHAJIb-
HbI, 030pHBI OHU ObuM. Ho ciyuanucs u

a puddle; its mistress sticking her head out
of the window to rain curses on her hopeless
servants who were digging in the mud and
having no end of difficulty getting the wheel
back in its place. Meanwhile the stolen
goods were gradually loaded into the car-
riage, then the wheel slipped back on and
they were gone. Vanka had an endless supply
of such cunning moves.

Many of Cain’s escapades do indeed raise
a hearty laugh — they were such wickedly
inventive pranks. But he was also capable of
quite revolting behaviour. One Sunday, for
example, he dressed himself up as the rich
son of a minor official and approached a
carriage standing by the market, in which a
young maiden sat alone. After strolling
around the stalls for a time, she was now sit-
ting and waiting for her mother and father.
The villain told her that her parents had
gone to his parents’ house to drink tea and
that he had been sent to bring the daughter
to join them. The attractive young lady
believed the dashing young man’s words.
She was escorted to Vanka Cain’s lodgings
and there she was raped.

Co-operation and solidarity among

IIpecmynnoil mup
MOCKOBCKUX MPYUL00
NOCMOAHHO NONOA-
HANCS Oe2nviMu Kpe-
cmvanamu. Toavio

c1719mn0 1742 200

6 posvicke 6 Poccuii-
CKOU UMNEPUU UX UU-
cAUR0CH boee noty-
MUAAUONA.

The criminal popu-
lace of the Moscow
slums constantly
received fresh blood in
the form of runaway
serfs. Between 1719
and 1742 alone more

than half a million of

them were being
sought in the Russian
Empre.

«MMawkoB JoM B MocKBe».
[paBiopa ¢ opurnHana X. [e-
na6apta. KoHeu XVIII Beka.

ExxefHeBHbIe MPOry/aKu No
ropojy B POCKOLHbIX Kape-
Tax, CTOUMOCTb KOTOPbIX
6blfla conoctaBuma C LeHOn
LenblX UMeHUI, CTanu xapak-
TEepPHOW YepTom GbiTa pPyCCKOM
3HaTtH B cepeaunHe XVIII BeKka.
JloBkay KauH ucnonb3osan
3TOT 6GapCKUIM 0bbl4an ans
CBOMX NPECTYMHbIX 3aTEN.

dparMeHT KapTuHbI

®. AnekceeBa «Bug Ha Boc-
KpeceHcKne n HuKkonbckune
BOpOTa U HernuHHbIA MOCT OT
TBepcKon ynuubl B MocKBe».
1811 rop.

[lo nosiBNeHWsi ropoaoBbIX

B 60-x roaax XIX Beka 3a
06L1eCTBEHHbIM MOPSAKOM
Ha MOCKOBCKMX ynuuax cne-
annu 6yA0YHUKHM, UK, B NPO-
CcTOpeybe, «XoXKanbler.

The Pashkov House in
Moscow. Engraving from an
original by Gérard de la
Barth. Late 18th century.

Daily outings in sumptuous
carriages, the cost of which
was comparable with the
price of entire estates,
became a typical feature of
the lives of the Russian elite
in the mid-1750s. Cunning
Cain exploited this aristocrat-
ic habit for his own criminal
ends.

A detail from Fiodor Alex-
eyev’s painting View of the
Resurrection and St Nicholas
Gates with the Neglinny
Bridge from Tver Street in
Moscow. 1811.

Until the appearance of
policemen in the 1860s the
maintenance of public order
on Moscow’s streets was the
responsibility of watchmen.
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KonoaHuku. Odopt X.-I. lercnepa. 1805 roga.

Bnnotb go Havana XIX Beka Hapsgy ¢ KaHjanamu Ha Pycu
MCMNO/b30BaINCh TAXKENble AePEeBAHHbIE OKOBbI, HAAEBaBLIMECS Ha LWelo,
PYKM USIM HOTU OCYXKAEHHbIX MPECTYMHUKOB.

Prisoners. Etching by Christian Gottfried Heinrich Geissler. 1805.

Right up to the early nineteenth century, as well as iron shackles, heavy
wooden blocks were sometimes fastened around the neck, arms or legs
of convicted criminals in Russia.

«[logHOBUHCKOE rynsiHbe». [paBlopa ¢ opu-
runiana X. lenabapta. 1790-e roabl.

Ha macnsiHoM 1 nacxanbHOW Hegensx

y cTeH HOBMHCKOro MOHaCTbIpS BbICTpau-
Ba/MCb TOProBble NanaTku, BpeMeHHble
«pecTopaLmmn», Kapycenu u kavenu. MNpasg-
HWYHas cyToNoKa Gbina pa3fonbem Ans
BCSIKOrO pojja MOLIEHHWKOB.

Merrymaking by the Novinsky
Monastery. Engraving from an origi-
nal by Gérard de la Barth. 1790s.

At Shrovetide and during Easter
week market stalls, temporary eating
places, merry-go-rounds and swings
were set up by the walls of this
monastery. The festive hubbub pro-
vided the ideal environment for trick-
sters of all sorts.

v THE T i
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«AX, MaTK1 MOW, BOP Npu-
Len Ko MHe BO ABOP...».

PyccKkui HapoaHbIn ny6oK.

PackpalieHHas rpasiopa
Ha meau. XVIII Bek.

“O my goodness, a thief
has got into my yard...”
A Russian popular print
(lubok). Tinted copperplate
engraving. 18th century.

Hexyenvinl u usobpema-
measnwlLil epadument,
Bawwvka mobun «pabo-
mamy» max Kpacueo,
umo 06 omsaee

u yoanscmese 6opa

6 napode cxaadvleanu
Se2en0bL U NECHU.

Vanka was a skillful
and inventive criminal
who liked to “pull off

a job” so neatly that

the common people made
up legends and songs
about the thief’s courage
and daring.

MOIIEHHNYECTBA OTBPATUTENbHBIC. Kak-To
B BOCKPECHBIH JICHb OH Ilepeofecsa 6ora-
TbIM IIOAbSAYECKNM CBIHOM M IIOJOLIETI K
cTosBINEH y 6a3apa KOJsCKe, B KOTOPOH cU-
JieJ1a JIEBUIA, YTO «B TOPTOBBIX PAAAX YK
HAryJIsuIacs, OTHA-MATh TYT, CHJS, TOXKUAA-
nacsi». [Tpoxoxumernr ckasai eif, 4To poau-
TEJN €€ SKOOBI 3AILTH K €r0 POJUTEISAM B
roCTH, IBIOT Yail U 4TO, MOJI, €MY, 0GPy MO-
JIOJIITY, TIOPYYMJIH JIEBULLY B 3ACTOJIbE IPHUBE-
cru. «KpacHa geBuna B o6MaH Janxach, mo-
BEJIM €€ Ha MBITHBLIN JBOp, HAa KBAPTUPY
k Banbke Kamny», 1a TaM 1 H3HACHIOBAIIH.

Boposckast xooreparus, COIMIAPHOCTD
Urpajii B npectynHoi skusnu Kauna u ero
COOGITHUKOB Goupmyio poiab. Kak-To pas,
BBIIAHHBIN CKymmuIeil kpageHoro, Kawmn
«3arpemes» B TIOPbMY, U TIepeJ, HUM OTKPbI-
JIaCh TIEPCIIEKTHBA, KaK TOTAA TOBOPMJIH,
«OXOTUTbCS Ha cobouieii». Criac ero BepHbIi
Jpyr u yautens. «IIpuciar xo Mue, — Bcro-
muHaeT Kamn, — KamuaTka ctapyxy, KoTO-
pas, mpumesa B TIOPbMY KO MHE, TOBOPIJIA:
»Y MBana B jaBKe IO JBa rpolia JanTH"
[,Her su BO3moxHOCTH Gexarn?“|. A eit
ckazam: ,,Yait mpumevait, KyAbl YAk JeTT"
[, JIon6upato Bpems jursa mobera Bees 3a 6e-
JKaBIIMM paHee ToBapuimeM“]». A mepen
OYepeSHBIM IPECTOJIBHBIM IIPA3JIHUKOM B
TIOPbMY TIPUIIE] «IOOPBII CaMAPUTSHIH»
(KamuaTka) ¢ MWIOCTBIHEN JUISI «HECYACT-
HEHBKHX>, K&XKJIOMY JJ1 110 Kaiady, a Barnbke —
JIBa ¥ TUXOHBKO CKa3as npu 3Tom: «proka

thieves played an important role in the
criminal life of Cain and his confederates.
On one occasion Cain was betrayed by a
female “fence” and found himself in prison
with the unpleasant prospect of “going sable
hunting”, as the cant of the day put it. He
was saved by his loyal friend and mentor:
“Kamchatka sent an old woman to me,”
Cain recalled. “She came to the prison and
said to me, ‘At Ivan’s shop bast shoes are two
half-kopecks each’ [‘Is there any chance of
making an escape?’]. I replied, ‘I think I'll
note where the gulls are flying’ [‘T'll choose
a moment for escape following a comrade
who escaped earlier.’]” Then before the
next church festival a “good Samaritan”
(Kamchatka) came to the prison with alms
for the “unfortunates”. He handed each of
them a loaf of bread, and gave Vanka two,
quietly saying another coded phrase that
meant that the key to Cain’s chain had been
baked into one of the loaves.

The events that followed were like some-
thing out of an adventure film: “Waiting a
little time I sent the turnkey to buy wine
from the tavern. When he came back with it,
I drank the red stuff for courage then went

KaJgad esa, CTPOMBIK CBEPIIOK CTPaKTHpU-
Ja» [«B karade wiod OoT TBOEH 1enm» |.

A nmanee Bce pasBUBAIOCH, KaK B MTPUKJIIO-
yeHueckoM ¢uabme: «IToroms mamoe Bpe-
M1, TOCJIAT s APATyHA [OXpPaHHUKA]| KYIIUTh
TOBapy M3 6E3yMHOrO psiy [BHHA U3 Kaba-
Ka], KaK OHOM KYITIJI U I BBIIIILI JUISI CMEJIO-
CTU KPACOBYJIIO, IOIIEJ B HY)KHHUK (32KJIIO-
YEHHBIX BBIBOJWIN HAa LEMH, HIPU 3TOM
OXpPAaHHHUK OCTABAJICS CHapyxku. — L. A.),
B KOTOPOM MOJHSI JOCKY, OTOMKHYJ €Tl
HOI 3aMOK 1 U3 TOT'O 3aXO0Jy yiies1. XOTs 110~
TOHS 32 MHOHM M ObLIa, TOKMO 3a CIy9IHB-
MINMCS TOT/IA KYJJAYHBIM 60€eM (TpauInoH-
HOE pasBJCUCHHE HapoJa Ha IPa3gHUK. —
E. A.) oT TO¥1 TOTOHM A crTacCs; MPUOGEXKaI B
TaTapcKuil TabyH, IJie yCMOTPEJ TaTapCKo-
T'O Myp3y, KOTOPBIIT B TO BpEMsI B CBOCH KU-
OGHUTKE KPEIIKO CIIaJ, a B FOJIOBAX Y HETO MO/~
TOJIOBOK (CYHJY4YOK C JeHbramu. — E. A.)
crosi1. Sl mpuBs3an TOro TarapuHa HOTY K
cTosimell IpU €BO KUOHTKEe Ha apKaHe JIO-
MIA¥, yAAPUI Ty JIOMAAb KOJOM, KOTOpast
OHOTO TaTapMHA MTOTAIMMIIA BO BCIO IPBITD,
a s, CXBATA TOT MOJTOJOBOK, KOTOPBIA OBII
MOJIOH MOHET, ckazam: ,Heyxemn Tartap-
CKUX JieHer Ha Pycu 6pars He 6yayT?“, mpu-
mIieJ K TOBApHUIAM CBOMM W rosopmi: ,Ha
OJIHOU HeJiesIe YeTBepra 4eThIpe, a Jepe-
BEHCKUI MecsI] ¢ Hejaesnen gecsatb” [ ,Besne
IIOTOHSI, IIOPA CMATBIBATH YAOUKH ] >».

Bce aTo mpouncxoamio Bo BpeMs TPau-
LIHOHHBIX «TACTPOJIEH» GAHJBI IO TOPOAAM

to the privy [the prisoners were taken to the
outhouse still on their chains; the guard
would remain outside — author] in which I
lifted a plank, undid the lock on the chain
and left by that route.”

Vanka chose a smart team. He and his
mates never stayed around long anywhere.
They stole and robbed, then quickly moved
to a new place where they were not known.
The best spot of all for criminals was the
Nizhny Novgorod fair: lots of people, a
crowded crush, drunken merchants — what
more could a thief or robber desire? And
suddenly the hardened criminal decided to
follow the path of virtue and to betray hun-
dreds of his former comrades to boot. What
prompted him to do it? Whatever it was, he
did indeed make a confession and offer to
collaborate with the authorities. The first
report, dated 28 December 1741, about the
beginning of the round-up of Cain’s con-
federates has survived. As the scribe record-
ed, “He, Cain, pointed out a cave near the
Moskva River gate and said that the villain
and runaway drayman Alexei Solovyev was
in that cave, and in that cave the said
Solovyev was taken. From his pocket they
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u apmapkam. Kommanua Banbke mogo6pa-
Jach 6emoBas — JaxKe IO «KJIMKyXaM» 3TO
nouaTh MoxkHo: Kamn, Kamuarka, Kysaii,
Jleract, JKysna. JIpysbs Hurje He sajepixu-
BAJIMCh, KPAJIU, IPabIId U OBICTPO Iepees-
»KaJII Ha HOBOE MECTO, IJI€ UX €Ille He 3HaJIM.
Jlyume Bcero 6uu10 Bopbio Ha Himkeropon-
CKOI sIpMapKe: HapOoJy MHOTO, TOJIYes, KyII-
YUIIKU IIbSIHEHBKHE — a YTO €llle HaJo BOPY
u rpaduremo? M BAIpyr 3aKOpeHeJbIH yro-
JIOBHHUK PEIIN BCTYIIUTb HA CTE3I0 J06pO-
JETeNN, JIa €Ie U CAATh HECKOJIBKO COTEH
CBOMX COTOBAPUIIEH.

H3BecTHa cTaprHHAs apecTaHTCKas Iie-
CHsA, KOTOPYIO AKOOBI COUYNHIII Banbka cu-
JFOYH B TIOPbME:!

Mmne-0a nu numv-oa, Hu ecmn,

000py M0A00UY, He Xouemcs,

Mme caxapnas, cradxas ecmsa,

opamyni-oa, na ym neiidem-oa,

Mmne Mocxosckoe curvroe yapcmeo,

bpamyvi-oa, ¢ yma netidem...

Ilecns aTa Ha NEPBBIM B3I NEpPEJACT
JyLUIEBHBIM HACTPOU 3HAMEHUTOTrO BOPa, KO-
TOpBIH ycTan 6eraTb OT «MOCKOBCKOTO
CUJTBHOTO APCTBA» U 33ayMaJl 3aKJIIOUUTD C
HIM B3aMOBBITO{HOE cornamenne. C gero
ol 3T0? HO Kak 6bI TO HU ObLIO, OH ABUJICH
«C TIOBUHKOI» W MIPEITOXKUTh BJIACTSAM CO-
TpyaHrdecTBO. COXpPaHMIICS NEPBLIA OTYET
3a 28 nexabps 1741 roga o Havate 0GIABBI
Ha copaTHuKoB Kauna. Kak cBuyerenbcTsy-
€T IPOTOKOJIUCT, «OH xe, Kaun, 6113 Moc-

took a report, in which is written in his hand
that he knows many rogues, and with it a reg-
ister of villains written by him.” In other
words, Cain and the soldiers entered the
cave just as Solovyev was finishing a list of
“professional colleagues” in order to betray
them to the authorities. It is my guess that
Cain quite deliberately began the round-up
with Solovyev, knowing of his intentions and
deciding to forestall him. In Cain’s own cat-
alogue of villains, Solovyev was near the
head of the list.

Solovyev evidently suffered from grapho-
mania. The investigators came into posses-
sion of a document quite exceptional in
Russian criminal history — a diary of crimes.
The diary shows that Solovyev’s particular
speciality was stealing from bathhouses: “On
Monday taken from the All Saints bathhouse
in the evening 70 kopecks; on Thursday a
taffeta shirt, Nizhny Novgorod breeches, a
nankeen camisole, a silver cross. On the
Stone Bridge 16 altyns [3-kopeck pieces]; on
Saturday — breeches, money 1 rouble 20
kopecks. On Sunday — 1 rouble,” and so on.

Of course Cain did not simply become a
police informer and did more than just

He xpecmucy, kyney-ragounux, —
Hem na nac xpecma mednozo.
He 6oucy, myscur-nanommux, —
Ymo ¢ mebs 603smeuts, 6edrozo?!
Mt yaps nownem x aewemy,
Mt bosp nobvem Korvamu.
Hananesamy, wmo movt epewrivie,
Jla samo na éex goavbie.

Cmapunnan pasboununvs, necus

Don’t cross yourself,

merchant or trader — against us
the cross nothing can do.

Fear not, peasant bast-shoewearer
— there’s naught to take from

the poor like you.

We shall send the Tsar to the devil.
We shall kill the boyars with pikes.
We care not a jot for our sins.

For we are free for ever.

Old robber song

«BosBpalleHue ¢ pbiHKar. Ipastopa X.-b. JlenpeHca. 1760-e rogbl.

MpofaB cBOW TOBap, KPECTbSIHE JIMXO NMOTOHSAIOT NOLWAAEN, CTPEMSACH
ycrneTb JOMOW 3aCBET/0, YTOObl HE BCTPETUTL Ha HOYHOW Jopore Takoe
«IMX0», Kak BaHbKa KauH «co ToBapuLLm».

Returning from Market. Drawing by Jean-Baptiste le Prince. 1760s.

Having sold their wares, peasants would drive their horses hard in
order to get home before nightfall and avoid an encounter on the
road in the dark with the likes of Vanka Cain and his gang.

«Bua KpacHoi nnowaau View of Red Square

B MockBe». in Moscow.

PucyHok X.-J1. leBenbu. Drawing by Jean-Louis
1760-e roapi. de Velly. 1760s.

Mocne nepeHoca CToNULLbI
13 Mocksbl B lNeTepbypr
rnaBHas ToproBas niowaab
[oneTpoBcKow Pycu 3atuxna
1 onycTtena, a CTapuHHble
TOProBble Psfbl 0GBETLIANM.

After the capital was moved
from Moscow to St Peters-
burg the chief marketplace of
Russia before Peter the Great
grew quiet and deserted, and
the old stalls fell into decay.

T

«[ynaKa co Wwro$pom BuHan.
Nutorpadus bap6be. 1824 roga.

McnoKoH BEKOB MOBENOCH, H4TO
«Becenve Ha Pycu ecTb nutue».

Mo pacyetam 1740 roga, Ha Kaxaoro
MOCKBMYaA (BK/IOYAS HKEHLLMH

1 geten) notpebnsnock 4o 32 NUTPoB
ankorons B rog.

Reveller with a Carafe of Wine.
Lithograph by Barbier. 1824.

Throughout the ages enjoying
oneself in Russia has been associat-
ed with drinking. Calculations

made in 1740 indicated that every
Muscovite (women and children
included) consumed up

to 32 litres of alcohol a year.

KBOPEIKUX BOPOT, yKa3aJa Iedepy [meme-
PY] ¥ ckazai, 9TO B TOH nevyepe MOMICHHUK
oemipiii ussomuk CosoBbes AJleKceld, U B
Toli meyepe oHOoro CoOBhEBA B3SIIH, Y He-
O K€ B35UIM M3 KapMaHa JIOHOIICHHE, B KO-
TOPOM HAIMCAHO PYKOIO €BO, YTO OH 3HAET
MHOTI'MX MOHIEHHMKOB U IIPU TOM HaIlMCaH
OHBIM MOIIEHHHUKaM peecTp». HMHave roso-
p4, Kaun ¢ conparamMu Biesnam B «medepy»
B TOT cambIii MmoMmeHT, Korjga CoyioBbeB 3a-
KaHYMBAJI CIIICOK «TOBApUIIEH» I Claun
UX MoJauIun. Beickaxy poranky, uro Kawn
He caydJaiiHo Hadan o6raBy ¢ ComoBbesa,
a, 3Has O €ro HaMEPEHUAX, PEIINI omepe-
muTh — B peectpe Kanaa CosoBbes 6bLI OT-
MEYEH OJHUM U3 NEPBBIX...
IIpumeuarenbno, uro CoTOBBEB OBLT
rpagomanoM. B pykm crexcTBus momai
YHUKQIBHBIH B MCTOPUM PYCCKOM YroJIOB-
IUHBI JOKYMEHT — JHEBHUK IIPECTYyILIe-
Huii. Ilo memy Bugno, yro CoJOBbLEB IO
CBOEH «IVIABHOU Ipoeccun» ObLT GAHHBIM
BopoM: «B monenenbHuUK — B34TO B Bce-
CBSITCKOU GaHe BBedepy 7 IPUBEH, B de-
TBEPT — pydaxa TadTaHAsA, MTAHBI HUKETO-
POACKHME, KaM30JI KUTAIYATRIN, KPECT cepe-
6psanoii. Ha Kamernom mocty 16 antein; B
cy660Ty — mTaHel, geHer 1 pyoas 20 xome-
ek. B Bockpecenne — 1 py6ib» 1 T. 1.
Koneuno, Kaun He cTas npocro ocsejo-
MUTEJIEM ITOJUIUUA U HE TOJbKO HOCUJICS C
COJIIATAMU 32 MEJIKUM JKyJIbeM (B €ro YJIOBE,
KakK JIOraJblBaeTCs YUTATEb, ObLJIa B OCHOB-

chase after petty criminals with soldiers (his
prey consisted, as the reader will have
guessed, chiefly of “small fry” like Solovyev).
Not at all! Vanka expanded his activities in
every way he could. He leased a house in
Zariadye (close to Red Square) that became
the place to which captured thieves were
brought so that Cain might personally
decide their fate: let them go or hand them
over to the police. The house was visited by
official state investigators, informers, peti-
tioners and simply “useful people”. A big
card game was regularly going on there and
various suspicious characters hanging
around. In other words, not far from the
Kremlin he opened a unique private detec-
tive bureau and, to call a spade a spade, a
legalized safe house for a large band of
thieves, robbers and murderers.

Vanka only feigned repentance. He
became a real wolf in sheep’s clothing. As
was written in his dossier a few years later,
“under the pretence of eradicating such
malefactors the informer Ivan Cain com-
mitted in Moscow many thefts and rob-
beries and many burglaries.” Cain sur-
rounded himself not only with criminals

HOM «pbIbemKka» Bpoge Comosbesa). Her!
Banbka passepnyJ/icsi BOBCIO: HaHsI Ha 3a-
pAIbEe JOM, CTABIIMEI MECTOM, Kyja IIPUBO-
JWUTA TIOMAHHBIX BOPOB, TI€ UX JaTbHEH-
myo cyan0y peman cam Kawmn: ormycruTsb
i cAaTh B noaunmo. Cioga 3aXo uIn 9u-
HOBHUKN CBICKHOTO IIPHKa3a, JJOHOCYHKH,
IIPOCUTEJIHN, BOOOIIE HyKHbIE yioau. TyT sxe
nUIa GoJblnasi KapTO4YHAsl UIpa, TOJIIHJICS
Pa3HBI HOAO3pUTENbHBIN m0A. CloBOM,
Heganexo or Kpemiiss OTKpBLIOCh YHUKAID-
HOE 9aCTHOE CBICKHOE 6I0PO, a YK €CJIU To-
BOPHUTH NPSIMO — HACTOAIIAS JeTrajbHas
«MaJTTHA» GOJIBINON GaH/BI BOPOB, TPAOUTE-
JIel 1 yOUHII.

Banbpka moxasuics Toabko i Buay. OH
cran HactoamuMm oboporHeMm. Kak mec-
KOJIBKO JIET IO3JHEE 3AIKICAHO B €ro JeJIe,
«joHOocHuTeNb MiBan Kann o BuioMm ucko-
PEHEHUS TaKUX 3JI0/€eB YMHUI B Mockse
MHOTHE BOPOBCTBA M pa3bou, U MHOTrHUE
rpaburenncTBa». Kamn oxpyxmn cebs He
TOJIBKO IPECTYIHUKAMU, HO M OOraTbIMU
xineHTaMu. OH OXOTHO OOCTYXKUBAJT BBI-
COKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIX IIEPCOH, Yy KOTOPBIX
CITyJaTuCh HECYACThI — JIOM OOBOPOBATIH,
POJCTBEHHUKA OTPAGMIM, Cayra GeKai.
IMosumusa passoamna pykamu, a Baapka
neiicrBoBas. Yepes cBoo «ciayxOy» Ha 6a-
paxoakaXx OH OBICTPO HAXOAMJ YKpPaJeH-
HOe U ¢ TpuyMdoM (KOHEUHO, HebecKo-
PBICTHO) BO3Bpalial BEIX 1 IIEHHOCTU XO-
3suny. M Tax 3TO HPaBWIOCH NOYTEHHBIM

but also with rich clients. He was happy to
be of service to highly placed personages,
who had suffered some misfortune — a bur-
glary, a relative robbed, a runaway servant.
The police threw up their arms, but Vanka
acted. Through his “agents” at the second-
hand markets he rapidly found the stolen
items and triumphantly (and, of course,
profitably) returned the goods and valu-
ables to their owner. And the venerable elite
of Moscow were so pleased that in 1744 the
Senate awarded Cain a letter of protection
that called upon all authorities and private
individuals “not to cause Cain harm in the
catching of malefactors and not to slander
him without cause.”

Cain became completely invulnerable
and became for five years the real king of
criminal Moscow! For the look of things he
caught petty thieves, while collecting trib-
ute from the major ones. He offered “pro-
tection” to merchants and craftsmen,
sometimes punishing them for obstinacy
or blackmailing them when he discovered
the shameful secret of how they made their
fortune. Black-market craftsmen and
smugglers adored him — he was their shep-
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MOCKBMYAaM, 4TO B 1744 roay Kaun noiy-
4l OXpaHHyIO rpamoty ot CeHara, KOTO-
past IpeAnuchbiBajla BCEM BIACTSAM U 4aCT-
HbpIM JmnaMm «KaumHy B noumke 3710j€eeB
0o6M/l He YMHUTH U HAIIPACHO HA HETO HE
KJIEBETATDb».

Kaun ctan Heya3BuM /It BCEX U HA IATD
JIET MPEBPATWICA B HACTOSIIETO KOPOJA
npectynHoii Mocksbl! /I1s «OTY€THOCTH»
OH JIOBWJI MEJKHX BOPHUIIEK, C KPYITHBIX
OpaJ JaHb, TaBaJ «KPBIIIy» KyIIIaM U peMe-
CJIEHHUKAM, IIOPOH HaKa3bIBaJ UX 32 CTPOII-
THBOCTH WJIM, Y3HAB MOCTBIIHBIE TAWHBI X
oborameHns, maHTaxuposan. Iloamons-
HBIC PEMECJICHHUKN U KOHTPAOGAH/IUCTBI JTy-
M B HEM HE JasIi — OH OBLI UX IIOKPOBH-
TeJIb M NAacThIph. KOHKYpEeHTOB «CBOUX»
IpeAlpUHAMaTENell OH 6e3’aJlOCTHO C/a-
BaJI OJIUIUM WU caM «Moum». [Tocrenen-
HO BOKPYr HEro ob6pasoBajach «cTapas
rBap/us» TOJOBOPE30B — JIOJIEi TPOBEPEH-
HpIX 1 BepHbIX: Illunkapka, bapan, Ywu-
kUK, Monax, Boik, Tyibs — Bcero yenosex
copok. C HIMHM Jia C OTpAAOM conjaT Banb-
Ka COBEpLIaJl «TOPrOBbl€ MHCIIEKIUU» I10
MockBe — mpoBepsiI, HE OOBEMINUBAIOT JII
COJIBIO GEHBIN Hapo/I, (M HAXOU, ITO JeH-
CTBUTEIBHO OOBEmMUBaIoT!), XBaTajl TOp-
TOBIIEB 3AIIPEIIEHHBIM TOBAPOM 1 BOPUIIEK
B pajax. Korga on ycrasan ot fHEBHOMH «3a-
KOHHOU JIeATEeJbHOCTU», TO BBIXOJUJI
HOYBIO C KHUCTEHEM «PYyKy IIPaBylO IIOTE-
IIUTDb>», COBEpPIIaI HAJIETDI, Ipadu1, youBal,

herd and protector. He mercilessly
“shopped” the competitors of “his” entre-
preneurs to the police or “dealt” with them
himself. Gradually an “old guard” of thugs
formed around him — men who were loyal
and tested: Shinkarka, Baran, Chizhik,
Monakh, Volk, Tulya — some forty in all.
Together with a detachment of soldiers,
they accompanied Vanka on his “inspec-
tion raids” around Moscow — checking
whether the poor were being given short
weight of salt (they really were!), seizing
those trading in forbidden goods and
minor marketplace thieves. When he tired
of his “legitimate” daytime activities, he
went out at night with a cudgel “to amuse
his right hand”, raiding and robbing, mur-
dering and kidnapping — bringing his
hostages back to his HQ in Zariadye, where
he awaited their relatives with the ransom
in the morning.

Cain was wealthy enough, yet he often
went on a “job” like a lover of extreme
sports, who gets a kick out of danger and is
bored without risk. He disguised himself as
a guards officer, for example, and presented
himself at a convent in order to obtain,

«Topzoevie uncnexyuu» no nasodke Kauna scezoa npunocusu
pe3ysvmamot: o1 Kax HUKmMOo 0Py20ti 3HAA YA0BKU HEUUCTIBLX

Ha pyKy mopzosyes.

«[OCTUHBIN ABOP B MOCKBE».
K. fena6apt. KoHey XVIII Beka.

Gostiny Dvor in Moscow. Gérard
de la Barth. Late 18th century.

Ve e

“Inspection raids” at Cain’s suggestion always brought
resulls: he knew better than any other the tricks that dishonest

tradesmen got up to.

«[pasgHecTBO cBafe6HOro
forosopar. C KapTuHbl M. Lin6aHoBa.
1777 rop.

CBoto cBaab6y KanH npespatun

B BOPOBCKYIO CXOAKY. OTNIOBNIEHHbIM
Ha ynuuax «rocTsiM» MoNoable
NOAHOCUIIN TAPENKK C CYXMM FrOPOXOM,
TaK YTO Te GblNn BbIHYXAEHbI OTKY-
naTbCsi OT HECbeAOBHOTO YroLleHus.

Celebrating a Marriage Contract.
From a painting by Mikhail Shibanov.
1777.

Cain turned his own wedding into

a gathering of thieves. “Guests”
dragged in from the streets were
offered plates of dried peas by

the newly-weds and were obliged to
pay a forfeit instead of eating the
inedible “treat.”

«KpecTbsiHe 1 ToproBeL, MMporaMm».
W.-A. MeTTenneitep. 1780-e rogpl.

ToproBbi# ntof BaHbKy 6oancs
1 yBaxkan: KavH mor nocobutb
B YCTPaAHEHUU KOHKYPEHTOB.

Peasants and a Pie-Seller. Johann
Jacob Mettenleiter. 1780s.

Tradesmen feared and respected
Vanka: Cain could help to rid them
of competitors.

OpaJT 3AT0KHIKOB U BOJIOK NX K cebe B 3a-
psanbe, TIe MOyTPY KAl POJCTBEHHUKOB C
BBIKYTIOM.

Jlener y Kanna 65010 JOBOJIBHO, M 9aCTO
OH IIeJI Ha «JIeJ0», JBIKUMBIA CTPACTBHIO
ABAHTIOPUCTA, KOTOPBI HCIBITBIBAET YIO-
BOJILCTBUE OT OIIACHOCTH U CKy4aeT 0e3
pucka. Bor oH, nepeojesmuch rsapjei-
CKUM O(UIIEPOM, fABISAETCS B MOHACTBIPD,
9YTOOBI C MOMOIIBIO IIOJJIOKHOTO I[APCKOTrO
yKa3a OCBOOOAUTH MOHAIIKY, BJIIOOJECHHYIO
B Hekoero oHomry. [Tocae BecbMa omacHbIX
pPOMaHTHYECKUX NMpukmodeHnit Kaun Bpy-
JaeT MOHAIIKY €€ TTOKJIOHHUKY U IIPH 3TOM
myTuT: «Exenn u Bpesas B Apyroi crapu-
e 6yzeT Tebe HyX/Aa, TO 5 CAYKHUTDb Oymy».
Jlenbru 3a pa6ory — 150 py6ureit — «poman-
TUK C GOJIBINOH JOPOrW» BCE-TAKH B3sI: HE
smmrane! Jlo6wr Kann u «rmomyTtuts». Mor
3aBE3TH 3MMOI B YHCTO I10JI€ IPUKA3UNKA,
pasfeTh ero M IyCTUTb 0€3 IITAHOB, Kak
3aiina. Mor o6Ma3aTh JerreM HaJep3uBIIe-
IO €My IOJbSYEro WIM 3a0UTh B KaHJAJIbI
KapayJIbHOTO COJIATA BMECTO OCBOOOK/ICH-
Horo npectynHuka. Crosowm, mo6un Kaun,
IO IMUPOTE CBOEU PYCCKOU [JyIIH, «ydy-
JUTh» HEYTO TaKOe, OT 4ero Bcsi Mocksa
axajaa OT U3yMJICHUS.

Ho npunuio spemsa Banbke n ocremne-
HuThcs. [lpumisanyracs emy cocenckas Bo-
Ba Apuna MBanosa. Banbka nocsaraicsa K
HEI, J1a ITOJIyY9MJI OTKa3: OHA XOPOIIO 3HaJIa,
4TO 32 «Ccyoumk» ee coces. Ho tor cBoero

using a forged decree from the Empress, the
release of a nun beloved by a certain youth.
After some highly perilous romantic adven-
tures, Cain handed the lady over to her suit-
or, jokingly remarking, “If in future you feel
the need for another old nun, I shall be of
service.” His charge for the work was 150
roubles — for all the “sporting interest”, he
did not forget to collect. Vanka was also
fond of a “joke”. He might take a steward
out into the open countryside in winter,
strip him and send him running off like a
hare without his pants. He might tar a
minor official who had been insolent to him
or put a soldier of the guard in irons in
place of a released criminal. In brief, Cain
with his generous Russian soul loved to
come up with something that would set the
whole of Moscow on its ear.

But the time came for Vanka to settle
down. A widow living nearby, Arina Ivanova,
caught his eye. Vanka wooed her, but she
turned him down: the widow was well aware
of what her neighbour was. Still he got his
way. Cain’s people slandered Arina, claim-
ing she was a counterfeiter. The woman was
thrown into prison and taken to the torture

nob6ucs. Apuny orosopwm o Kanmaa —
SIKOOBI OHA (PATBITUBOMOHETYHIIA, KEHIIU-
Hy 6pOCIUI B TIOPHMY U1 TTOBOJIOKJIHU B ITBI-
TOYHYIO — JOINPANTUBATE «C IPUCTPACTHU-
eM» O TOM, Y4ero oHa He Jeaajia. B mocuen-
HUI MOMEHT APHHE IEIHYJIN: WX Ha IbIOY
nouzgenib, win 3a Banbky. Jlerats Heyero —
HecuacTHasl comracmiaach 0bITh KaunoBoii
JKEHOI.

JKuBsa B TsKKHX rpexax, Banbpka nmonu-
MaJl, YTO €My T'PO3UT OIACHOCTHb pa3odIa-
YyeHus, U OH JeJaJ BCe, 4TOObI U30eKaTh
smadotra. M3 nera Kanna BupHO, 94TO OH
JIPYXKUJT C CUIBHBIMA MUPA CETO — YHHOB-
Hukamu CBICKHOTO ITpuKa3za, noannuu, Ce-
HaTta. /Ipy:k6a 6bUIa B3aMMHAS: OH TUIATHII
UM JICHBTAMU U YCJIYTraMH, OHU €rO BCsde-
cku nokpoiBad. ITosxe Kaumn mokasza,
YTO «32 TO, YTOO €BO OCTEPETAIN, JAPUBAI
UM ¥ MHOTOKPATHO B JJOMaX y HUX ObIBaJI U,
KaK MeXJAy npusiTeneil OObIKHOBEHHO, IH-
BWI Y HUX Yall U C HEKOTOPBIMHU B KapThI
urpbiBal». Japuia oH YMHOBHUKAM U KOH-
¢urckoBaHHBIE Y BOPOB BEIU, KOTOPHIE pa-
CKJIa/IBIBAT (JUTS yIOOCTBA BRIOOPA) HA CTO-
JIe B CyAEUCKOM KOMHATE, TaK CKa3aTh, IIPs-
MO Ha ajJTape IpaBOCYAUs, IOCPEIUHE
KoToporo crosuto 3epriaio Ilerpa Besrmko-
ro ¢ 3akonamu umnepuu! Hy a jocrtaButhb
JPYyry YMHOBHUKY JA€BUIy IIOCMA3IUBEN,
(¢yHT XOpolrero yas UM TabaKkepKy J0po-
IyIO — JIeJI0 OOBIYHOE.

Konny npexmectBoBal HEKHMU CHUIHAI

chamber to be interrogated about crimes
she had not committed. At the last moment
someone whispered in Arina’s ear, “It’s
either the rack or marriage to Vanka.” The
unfortunate woman had no choice and
agreed to be Cain’s wife.

Living such a sinful existence, Vanka was
aware that he was in danger of exposure
and he did all he could to avoid the scaf-
fold. From Cain’s dossier it is evident that
he made friends with the powerful — func-
tionaries from the Office of Investigation,
the police and the Senate. The friendship
was mutual: he paid them in money and
services; they protected him in every possi-
ble way. Later Cain testified that “in order
that they look after him, he made them
presents and many times visited their hous-
es and, as is customary among friends,
drank tea in their homes and played cards
with some.” He also presented civil ser-
vants with the goods confiscated from
thieves, spreading them out (for ease of
selection) on a table in the courtroom,
right on the altar of justice, so to speak, in
the middle of which stood Peter the
Great’s zertsalo — the three-sided stand car-



NMunus scusnu: dyweeys / I ine of fate: cut-throat

CyAbObBI. BOT 3ammch B KypHase IpuKasa OT
8 aBrycra 1748 roxa: «Xomwr on, Kaun, mst
MTOMCKY I TOUMKH BOPOB M MOIICHHUKOB 1
Ha MOCTy momnayics emy MomeHHUK IleTp
KamuaTka, kotoporo B3sas, Kaun npusesn B
CeIickHOI Tpuka3s». KamyaTky neitanm, 6u-
JIX KHYTOM M COCJIIM HAaBEYHO HA PYAHU-
ku. Koneuno, Kamuartka cummnaruii He BbI-
3bIBA€T, HO BCE-TAKU MCTOPUS NPEAATED-
CTBA CTApoOro Apyra, KOTOPBIH He pa3s
cracaj caMoro BaHbKy OT meT™In U KHyTa,
BBIPA3UTEJIbHA.

Kaun B cBOEM majeHuu onycTuics Jio ca-
moro aHa. Kak gacto 6bI1BaeT, Bce HaYaI0Ch
C JKEHINUHBI, TO4YHee, 1b-meTHel cosgar-
cKoil jouepu, xoropyio Kaun «uia memno-
TPEeGHOTO Jiejla CMaHWI», a IIOTOM, KaK He-
HY>KHYIO TPSIKYy, BbioOpocui. Tak 6b1 1 3a-
OBLICSA ATOT CJIy4ail — OJUH U3 JECATKOB
npecrymienuit Kanna, ecim 61 He oTery ae-
BoukH, copar Pexop Tapacos. OH pomen
JI0 CaMoOTro TeHepas-Toauimeiicrepa Moc-
kBbl Tatnmesa. ToT, HaCABIIAHHBIN O MPO-
nerkax Kawmma, Havan ciaeacTsue, Ja HeE B
noaunuu, a B rorgamaed PCH — Taiinoi
KaHIeJapuu. BaHbKa IBITAICS OTOBOPHUTH
cBuzeresei, Torga TaTuimes mocagana ero B
CBOEM JIOME B CBIPOI ITorpe6 Ha Xjueb U BO-
Jy. Kann, He NpUBBIKIIMI K TAKOMY «CYpPOB-
CTBY», MCHYrajcsi, B3MOJUJICS O NOIaAe 1
CTaJI IaBaTh MOKa3aHUs, OT KOTOPBIX Ha I'o-
JIOBE TeHepaI-TIoJUIMeNcTepa BOJOCHI Jbl-
6oM Bctamu. OH TOTYAC JOJOKII 000 BCEM

rying copies of decrees demanding honest
and conscientious service that was an oblig-
atory feature of all courts and administra-
tive offices. Supplying a friendly func-
tionary with a pretty girl, a pound of good
tea or an expensive snuffbox was a regular
occurrence.

Before the end came, fate gave a sort of
signal. Here is the entry from the official
journal for 8 August 1748: “He, Cain, went
out to find and take thieves and miscreants
and on the bridge he came upon the mis-
creant Piotr Kamchatka, whom Cain took
and brought to the Office of Investigation.”
Kamchatka was tortured, flogged and sent
to the mines in perpetuity. Of course, Kam-
chatka is not a sympathetic figure, but this
account of the betrayal of an old friend, who
had himself saved Vanka from the knout
and the noose on more than one occasion,
is very eloquent.

Cain had reached the very bottom in his
descent. As is often the case, the beginning
of the end was a woman, or rather the fif-
teen-year-old daughter of a soldier that
Cain seduced, had his way with, and then
cast off like an unwanted rag. The incident

B Iletep6ypr umneparpune Erusasere Ile-
TPOBHE, OTTY/[Aa HATPSHYIa KOMICCUS — TTO-
IIJIA APECTHI, JOIPOCHI, AEJO0 3aKPYTUIOCH.
Mesxay TeM pykoBoacTBO CBICKHOTO ITpUKa-
3a, Ha KOTOPOM «IToapabaTeiBal» KauH, Bo
9TO OBl TO HU CTAJIO XOTEJO 3AMOJYIUTh
Mep3aBia cebe. YeMm MOIIO 3aKOHUHUTBCS
Jisi BaHbkn 3TO pacciejoBaHue, OObsC-
aaTh He Hago. Ho Tarumes okaszaics deso-
BEKOM IIOPAJOYHBIM U YMHBIM — BaHbKy OH
HE OT/iaJl, a Kapay/bl TPUKa3as YABOUTb...

Heio Tsaynocs goiro. Toasko B 1755 ro-
ny Kanea mpuroBopmiam K cMepTH, HO Tak
Kak rmpu EimsaseTe HUKOTO HE Ka3HIIN, TO
Kamny «HaBesm KpacoTy»: BBIPBAJIN HO3-
JpH, BBLKIIM Ha JIOy «B», Ha yeBoil meke
«O», a Ha mpaBoii «P» u, 3axirenas B kaHga-
JIbI, OTHPABWIN «B TSIKKYIO paboTy» Ha Ka-
Topry B PorepBuk, rie oH m HaJUKTOBAT
csou Memyapsl. Ho, BuanmMo, u Ha katopre
Kaun merutoxo ycrpomcs. Kak nucan ciy-
JKUBIINE B PorepBrke KOHBOMHBIN ourep
BonoToB, Te U3 NPECTYIIHUKOB, KTO UMEJ
J€HbI'Y, IUKUI KaMEeHb He JIOMAIN U B IIOPT
€ro He TAaCKaJIN, A KW TPUTICBAIOYN B BbI-
TOPOXXEHHBIX B Ka3apMe KaMOPKaxX.

U Bce xe Banbka Kaun crunyn rae-to B
Cubupn. A kKakoBa cyabba €ro BBICOKOIIO-
CTaBJICHHBIX NOKpoBuTeneit? Hukro us
HUX Ha KaTOPry He IO KTO ObLT YBOJICH,
KTO IIEPEBEAEH B JPYIYIO KaHIEIAPUIO, KTO
OT/EJIAJICS] UCITyTOM... M

would have been forgotten, just one
among Cain’s dozens of misdeeds, if it had
not been for the girl’s father, the soldier
Fiodor Tarasov. He took the matter right
up to General Tatishcheyv, the head of the
city police, who had heard the talk about
Cain’s escapades and launched an investi-
gation, not by the police, but by the peri-
od’s equivalent of the KGB — the Secret
Chancellery. Vanka tried to discredit the
witnesses, and so Tatishchev locked him up
in his (Tatishchev’s) own damp cellar on
bread and water. Cain, unaccustomed to
such “harsh treatment”, pleaded for mercy
and began to give evidence that made the
head of police’s hair stand on end. He
immediately reported everything to St
Petersburg, to Empress Elizabeth, and she
responded by sending a commission —
arrests and interrogations followed; the
affair began to gather momentum. Mean-
while the leadership of the Office of Inves-
tigation, for which Cain had supposedly
worked, were desperate to get their own
hands on the scoundrel. There is no need
to explain how the affair might have ended
for Vanka in that case. Tatischev, however,

«KpacHas nnowaab B Mockse».
. MnbdepamnHr. 1780-e rogpl.

Co BpeMeH uaps Anekces Muxan-
I0BMYa A0 NOCTPOVKK OpyKenHoM
nanatbl Npu Anekcargpe | Ha Kpac-
HOWM MnoLaam NpoTUB aBOK CTOSU
nywKu. CaMbivi pasry/bHbli Kabak,
HaxoAMBLUMICA NOGAN30CTHU, Ha3bl-
Bancs «flog nywKamm».

Red Square in Moscow. Friedrich Hil-
ferding. 1780s.

From the time of Tsar Alexei
Mikhailovich until the building of the
Armoury Chamber under Alexander |,
cannon stood on Red Square across
from the stalls. The most disorderly
tavern, situated nearby, was called
“Under the Cannon”.

3a 06a 200a «ColCKHOU»
desmenavrocmu 6 Mockee
Bawwvka co ceoeit xoman-
dott notiman 109 mowen-
nuKos, 37 60pos,

50 yxpoieameneii 6opos
(«cmamosuuKo6» ),

60 ckynuuxoe Kpaderozo
u 42 beanvix condama.

In two years of “thief-tak-
ing” in Moscow, Vanka
and his team caught 109
swindlers, 37 thieves, 50
keepers of criminal hide-
outs, 60 receivers of stolen
goods and 42 deserters
Jfrom the army.

«CKBO3b CTPOM LUMULPYTEHOB».
Odoprt X.-I. Tenicnepa. 1805 roga.

M3yBeynBaloLLMe TeNlecHble Haka3aHus
B Poccun — pBaHue HO3ApEN U Kenme-
HWe — B 1817 roay 6blin OTMEHEHbI.
BonesHeHHble e HaKa3aHus — TaKue,
KaK LUNULPYTEHBI, LUIMPOKO NPUMEHSAUCH
elle nosnBeKa.

Mpu NonmKe 6ernbix

Xo3deBam.

When caught runaway
serfs were clapped in
irons and sent back to
their masters under
escort.

Running the Gauntlet.
Etching by Christian Gottfried Heinrich
Geissler. 1805.

Disfiguring corporal punishments —

branding and nostril-slitting — were abol-
ished in 1817. Merely painful procedures,
like running the gauntlet, were extensively

used for another half century.

X0/sI0MnoB UX B KaHAdanax n
noj CTpaken Bo3BpaLLanm

EcTb pa3Hble Bepcuu, noyemy

A. [l. TaTuLLeB UcxogaTancTeoBasn
cosfaHue Komuceun no aeny Kaunxa:
To N1 BaHbKa Hanucan Ha cBoero
HavaslbHWKa JOHOC, TO 1 NPUIIIOAHO
eMy Harpyéwmn.

There are different versions as

to why Tatishchev requested a com-
mission to investigate Cain’s activi-
ties. Some say that he wrote a
denunciation of the head of police;
others that he publicly insulted him.

proved a decent, intelligent man — he did
not hand Vanka over and gave orders to
double his guard.

The investigation was prolonged. It was
not until 1755 that Vanka was condemned
to death. Since in Elizabeth’s reign no-one
was executed, however, Cain was “made
beautiful” — his nostrils slit, the letters V-O-R
(spelling the Russian word for “thief”)
branded on his forehead, left and right
cheeks, clapped in irons and sent off to do
hard labour at Rogervik, which is where he
dictated his memoirs. But even in penal
servitude Cain seems to have done quite
well for himself. Bolotov, one of the officers
of the guard serving at Rogervik, wrote that
those convicts who had money did not
break stone or drag it to the port, but lived
a life of ease in little dens partitioned off
from the barracks.

Yet Vanka Cain did finally meet his end
somewhere in Siberia. And what fate befell
his highly-placed protectors? None of
them were sentenced to penal servitude:
some were dismissed, some transferred to
a different department, and some got off
with a fright. m



