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It’s not as easy

(I)paHumI. Mauto maiinercs mojei, KoTo-
pBIE IIPU 5TOM CJIOBE OCTAHYTCSI PaBHOJYII-
HBIMA M B UX BOOOPa)K€HHU HE BO3HUKHYT
ITapwx n 3amkm Jlyapsr, Hunna n JlasypHbrit
beper, He BcnoMHUTCS PpaHIy3cKOE KUHO C
TakuMu 3Be3famu, kak JKan Iaben, Kepap
$uwmn, Annn JKupappo, Pwmnn Hyape,
Anen Jlenow...

«Ecmm Te6e 1mMoOBE3NTO M TBI B MOJOJOCTU
xwt B [Taproxe, To, rie GbI ThI HU OBLI IIOTOM,
OH JIO KOHIIA THEH TBOMX OCTAHETCS C TOOOH,
nmoromy uto Ilapik — 3To mpasgHUK, KOTO-
PBI Beerna ¢ To6oit». AToT Anpupam6 Xe-
MuHTY3s [Tapreky ¢ He MEHBITIM OCHOBAaHUEM
MOKHO OTHECTH Booome k Ppaniun: mam-
HAaHCKOE M OYapOBaTEJbHbIE JKEHI[UHBI,
KOHBSAK U T'€HUAJbHbIE XyJTOKHUKHU, BEJTUKNE
MTOJIKOBO/IITBI M1 YIE€HBIE, BCEMUPHO U3BECTHAS
KyXHSI ¥ HEMOBTOPHUMAsl MYy3bIKa — BCE 3TO
Ppannus.

C renepasbHBIM KOHCynTOM PpaHIfy3ckoi
Pecriy6ymmkn 8 Canxr-Ilerepbypre rocmomu-
poMm ITackanem MOBEPOM GecenoBan Hamn
koppecnonienT lennanuit AMEJIBYEHKO.

— Tocnodun 2emepanvmoiii KOHCYA, 6bL OMHOCU-
MEABHO HEOABHO BCTYNUAU 6 INY DOAHCHOCTID U 8
C8A3U € IMUM paspeuwume no3opasums 6ac u no-
HCEAAMD YCNEX08 HA IMOM NONPULLe.

— Cmacub6o! JeiicTBUTeNbHO, g padboTaio
37IeCh BCETO TOJTO/A. JTO, KOHEYHO, OYEHDb
HeGOJIBIION CPOK.

— Kax v, cuumaeme, na xaxom amane maxo-
0ames ceunac e0cy0apemeenvle OMHOUEHUS M-
dy Ppanyueic u Poccueil u usMeHUAUCH AU OHU

France. There will be few people, whom
the sound of that word leaves indifferent,
whose imagination does not conjure up Paris
and the chateaux of the Loire, Nice and the
Cote d’Azur, French cinema with such stars as
Jean Gabin, Gérard Philipe, Annie Girardot,
Philippe Noiret, Alain Delon...

“If you are lucky enough to have lived in
Paris as a young man, then wherever you go
for the rest of your life, it stays with you, for
Paris is a moveable feast.” Hemingway’s poet-
ic dithyrambs to Paris can with equal justifica-
tion be applied to France in general: Cham-
pagne and enchanting women, Cognac and
brilliant artists, great military commanders
and scientists, world-renowned cuisine and a
unique musical tradition — all that is France.

Monsieur Pascal MAUBERT, Consul Gen-
eral of the French Republic in St Petersburg,
talked with our correspondent Guennadi
Amelchenko.

— Monsieur le Consul Général, you received your
present posting fairly recently and in the light of that
allow me to congratulate you and wish you success
in your endeavours.

— Thank you. It’s true — I have been work-
ing here for only half a year.

nocie Kapounamnozo omxooa Poccuw om xommy-
HUCTUMECKUX. MPUHUUNO0E U NADCHUS «HCeALIHO020
sanaseca»?

— Br1 3HaeTe, oTHOmMEHUs Mexay Poccueit
u ®pannueit, mexay Coserckum Coros3oM u
@Opannuell Bcerga ObLIA JOBOJIBHO XOPOIIU-
mu. Jlpyroe zgeno, 9TO IpU KOMMYHHUCTHYE-
ckoM pesxknme moau u3 Coserckoro Corosa He
MOIJIM €3IUTh 3a IPAHMILY, B TOM UHCJIE U BO
Ppanmuio, a BeJib OTHONIECHUS MEXKTY TOCYAAP-
CTBAMU ONPEAETIIOTCS HE TOIBKO U HE CTOND-
KO OTHOIIEHUAMHU MEXJY O(PUINATbHBIMU
CTPYKTYpaMH, CKOJIBKO OTHOIICHUSIMU MEKJY
HPOCTBIMHU JIOABMU, MX OOIICHUEM, B3aHUM-
HBIM O3HAKOMJIEHHEM C KyJBTYpOH U TaK Ja-
Jee. M ceifiyac MHOroe M3MEHWIOCH B JIYUIIYIO
CTOPOHY. PaHbIIe TOIHKO TOBOPHUIIH O Apy:KOe
MEX]Ty HapOJaMH, ACKIapUPOBATU 3Ty JIPYK-
0y, HO, K COXaJeHHIO, Baml Hapogh Ppannun
MPAKTUICCKH HE BUJIEN U C (DPAHITY3CKUM Ha-
poznoM He BcTpedacs. BoT Temepsh MOXHO pe-
QILHO TOBOPHUTH 000 BCceM 3ToM. O jpysxe-
CTBEHHBIX OTHOIICHUSAX M OGOJBIIOM B3aUMO-
MOHUMAHHUH BBICITUX T'OCYIAPCTBEHHBIX JIHIL
@pannuu 1 Poccun roBopHT TakKe MX yda-
CTHE B CTOJb 3HAKOBBIX MEPOIPHATHAX, KaK
npasaHoBanue B HopMmanmum mectujecsaT-
JeTus AecaHTHol oneparuu «Osepropa» u
TOpPkKeCTBa B MOCKBE IO CJIydalo IMeCTH/IeCs-
TIuleTuss 1mob6ennpl Haj amusmom. Cxaxy
6oJblre: TO, Kak Mbl paboTaeM ceitgac ¢ Poc-
CHei, — YHUKaJIbHO, MOXKET OBITh, TaK MBI HE
paboTaeM Jake ¢ HAIIUM OJIMDKAMIIIM coce-
Jom — lepmanueii.

— What do you think — what stage have relations
at state level between France and Russia reached at
present and have they changed radically since Rus-
sia’s abandonment of Communist principles and
the fall of the Iron Curtain?

- You know, relations between Russia and
France, between the Soviet Union and France
were always fairly good. It’s a different matter
that under the Communist regime people
from the Soviet Union were unable to travel
abroad, France included, and after all rela-
tions between states are determined not only
and indeed not so much by relations between
official structures, as by relations between
ordinary people, their contacts, acquaintance
with each other’s culture and so on. Nowa-
days, unarguably, much has changed for the
better. Previously there was only talk of friend-
ship between peoples, declarations of such
friendship, but, sadly, your people practically
did not see France and did not meet the
French people. Now, though, it’s realistic to
talk about all that. The friendly relations and
great mutual understanding between senior
state figures from France and Russia is also
shown by their participation in such signal
events as the commemoration of the 60th

[ocnoamH Mackanb Mo6ep
poauncs B ropoge MNoH-
Tap/ibe Ha BOCTOKe PpaH-
uuu. Monyyms cpeaHee
o6pas3oBaHue B Konneaxe
CeaTtoro XaHa B be3aHco-
He, Cepbe3Ho 3aHnmancs
Knaccuyeckown ounonoru-
€1 1 NoNy4nn cooTBeT-
CTBYylOLLME ANMIOMbI

B Cop6OHHE 1 YHUBEPCH-
Tete Jlumoxa. B 1978 ro-
Ly OKOHYMN UHCTUTYT no-
JIMTUHECKUX HaYK MO MeX-
LlyHapOAHbIM OTHOLLUEHUSAM.
[vnnomatnyecKyto Kapbe-
py Havan B 1980 roay

B LileHTpasbHOM annapaTe
MwuHuKCTepCcTBa MHOCTPAH-
HbIX aen ®paHumu. B gansb-
HenweMm paboTtan Ha pas-
JINYHBIX AOMKHOCTSAX B AM-
NIOMaTUYECKUX MUCCHUSAX
dpaHLy3cKoi PecnyGnunku
B Poccuu, CLUA, Konym-
6uun, Kntae, MNakucrtaHe,
LBenuapuu, TagKuKkncta-
He 1 ApYrux cTpaHax.
Pa6otan B annapate OOH.
C 2004 ropa — leHepanb-
Hbl KOHCYNn DpaHuum

B CaHKTt-leTepbypre.

Pascal Maubert was born
in the eastern French town
of Pontarlier. After finishing
school at the Lycée Saint
Jean in Besancon, he
devoted himself seriously
to classical philology,
obtaining degrees in it
from the Sorbonne and
the University of Limoges.
In 1978 he graduated in
international relations
from the Institut d'Etudes
Politiques. His diplomatic
career began in 1980 in
the central offices of the
French Foreign Ministry.
Subsequently he worked
in different positions at
French diplomatic mis-
sions in Russia, the USA,
Columbia, China, Pakistan,
Switzerland, Tajikistan and
elsewhere. He has also
worked at the United
Nations. He became Con-
sul General of France in

St Petersburg in 2004.
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— Hemopumecu Pparyuro w Poccuro éceea cea-
3BIBANU KAKUE-MO, KAK MHE KAHCEMCS, 0C00ble om-
Howenus. B nauane 0sadyamoeo eexa decamiu
MOLCAU PYCCKUX,  CNACAACH OM DOABUEBUCTICKO20
meppopa, bexcanu 3a ehparnuy u OCHOBHAL MACCA UX
ocena 60 Pparyuu, Harids mam eciu 1e 6mopyio po-
UMY, MO 80 BCAKOM CAYUAE CMPANY, 20 UX NPUHAAU
U 0a/U BO3MOJICHOCTL HOPMANBHO HCUMd U pado-
mamv. Apucmoxpamot u beavie oguyepvl, nucame-
AU U YUeHDlE, APMUCTIDL U XYOOHCHUKU UIOLHCAMU
Cy0b0bL OBIMD PACCMPEATHHBIMU UM 3AKAIOUCHH V-
mu 6 nazeps. Towemy umenno Ppanyus?

— MHe jiymaeTcsi, 4TO 3TOT IIPOLECC BIIOJI-
He o0bsicHuM: B Poccuu B BbICHIeM cBeTe Bce
IIOYTH IIOTOJOBHO TOBOPWUJIM Ha (PpaHILy3-
CKOM $I3bIK€, MHOTHE PYCCKUE UMEJIH €CIU He
POJACTBEHHUKOB, TO XOPOIINX 3HAKOMbIX HJIN
apyseir Bo ®pannuun. IToaToMy coBepieHHO
€CTECTBEHHO, YTO YEJOBEK OTIPABJISICS TY-
74, T7ie eMy TTOHSTEH SA3bIK, KyIbTypa 1 I7ie Ha
MEPBOM 3TAlle OH MOT ITOJYIUTh KaKyIO-TO
HOJYIEPIKKY, MYCTD Ja’K€ TOJbKO MOPAIbHYIO.
ITocne mepeneceHHOro KouIMapa PeBOJIIO-
IUH, TOTEPU GJIU3KUX U JPY3€i MM Ka3aI0Ch,
4TO OHHM Oo6pen pail. K coxkanenmo, He Bce
ObLTO TaK IPOCTO, ¥ peabHas KU3HL YaCTO
OKa3bIBAJIACh OYEHb U OYEHD CYPOBO.

— B nauane cemudecsmoix 20006 me 008e10Ch
neckovko aem padomams 6 Cesepnoti Agppuxe, 6
A/wfcu[)e, u A 0bin npocmo nopasicen, wmo 6 oviewent
Ppanyyscroti koronuu (a noce sotinst Phanyuu 6
Ansrcupe npowno kaxux-mo dsenadyams aem) om-
HOWEHUE ANHCUPUES K Ppanuy3am Obia0 oues

anniversary of the Normandy landings and
the celebrations in Moscow to mark the 60th
anniversary of victory over Fascism.

I'll go even further and say the way that we
are now working with Russia is unique: we do
not, perhaps, work this way even with our clos-
est neighbour — Germany.

— Historically France and Russia were always
linked in special ways. At the beginning of the twen-
tieth century tens of thousands of Russians, fleeing
from the Bolsheuvik terror, went abroad and the bulk of
them settled in France, finding there if not a second
homeland, then at least a country that accepted them
and gave them a chance to live and work unhin-
dered. Aristocrats, White officers, writers, scholars,
actors and artists escaped the fate of being shot or con-
fined in the camps. Why France in particular?

— I think that process is entirely explicable:
in Russia the upper classes almost all spoke
French; many Russians had relatives or friends
in France. Therefore it was entirely natural for
people to go where they understood the lan-
guage and where at the initial stage they could
obtain some sort of support, even if only
moral. After experiencing the nightmare of
the revolution, the loss of friends and loved
ones, they believed they had reached paradise.

CumBON GpaHKO-pPyCcCKOro
anbsiHca — MOCT
AnekcaHppa Il B Mapuxe.

One symbol of the Franco-
Russian alliance — the
Pont Alexandre Il in Paris.

«TaK, KaK Mbl pa6oTaem
cenyac ¢ Poccuen, Mol
He paboTaem Jaxe ¢ Ha-
LM B6IMXKaNLWKUM CO;
aoM — [epmaHuens

The way that we are'n
working with Russia:
we do not work even
our closest neighbour =
Germany.”

Wibs NaBnoB

CnpaBa. Xak Lupak —
NoYeTHbIV rocTb Bnagumu-
pa lNyTnHa Ha TopKecTBax
B MockBe B yecTb 60-neTtus
no6eabl Hag Gawn3mom.

BHuzy. B nioHe

2004 roga B HopmaHauu
TOPXXECTBEHHO OTMEYanochb
60-neTue gecaHTHoW onepa-
unun «OBepnopa», rae npu-
CyTCTBOBa POCCUMCKUI
npe3unaeHT.

Right. Jacques Chirac,

an honoured guest of
Vladimir Putin at the cele-
brations in Moscow for the
60th anniversary of the
victory over Fascism.

Below. In June 2004 the
60th anniversary of Opera-
tion Overlord was marked
in Normandy with the
Russian President in
attendance.

f.

aHaToNMM ManbLige

«3ayem cpaBHeHMs v Na-
pannenn? Y MNMapua coB-
CeM pyras UCTOpHS, HYem
y CaHkT-lNeTepbypra...»

“Why draw such parallels
and comparisons? Paris
has a totally dissimilar his-
tory to St Petersburg...”

’

-

-
-

10PI MONO/IKOB ity

Sadly, not everything was that simple and real life
often proved very harsh.

—In the early 1970s I happened to work for a few years in
North Africa, in Algeria, and I was simply amazed that in a
Jormer French colony (only about a dozen years afier France
had fought a war in Algeria) the attitude of the Algerians
towards the French was very friendly, completely unlike the
attitude of a former oppressed people towards their oppressors.
What’s the explanation for that?

— In my view things aren’t so simple. You see, rela-
tions between nations have a long history to them.

y

aHaTokWZ MasbLEB
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Opyaiceccum, co8ePUEHIO He NOXONCUM Ha OMHOULE-
HUe ObIBUUX YZHEMEHHDLX K CBOUM YeHEMAMENIM.
Kax amo mosncro obssacrums?

— Ha moii B3misag, He Bce Tak npocto. Ilo-
HUMaeTe JIM, €CTh KaKas-TO JUIMHHAS UCTOPUs
B3aMMOOTHOINEHUI Mesxay Hanuamu. OHu,
KaK IIPaBUJIO, CKIAJBIBAIMCH U JO CUX IIOP
CKJIQJIBIBAIOTCS JOBOJBHO CIOKHO. IIyTh K co-
Iacuio, a TeM Gosee K Apyx6e OYeHb Tep-
HucT. [IponcxoguT B3aMMHOE NPOHHKHOBE-
HUE KyJBTYp, OObIUAEB, 3aKTIOYAIOTCS OpaKu
U TaK Jajgee U ToMy nogooHoe. M, 6e3ycios-
HO, BCE HAMHOTO CJIOKHEE, YEM 3TO OOBACHS-
er mpomnarapjga. lssecTHo, uyro MHOruUM
(panmyzam n amxupnam 1962 rox mpunec
MHOTO, MATKO IOBOp$, HenpusaTHocTeil. Mac-
ca (ppaHIy30B, GPOCUB BCe, BBIHYkKJEHA ObLIA
IIOKUHYTb AJDKUP.

Tak 4TOo B y4yeGHHKAX HMCTOPHH HHOTAA
YOPOINAIOT, TOBOPSI O HEBEPOSITHOH JIIOOBH
NI JTUKOH HEHABUCTU MEXKAy Hapojamu. B
PeasbHON KM3HM BCE HAMHOTO CJIOKHEE U
Macca O6CTOSITEBCTB BIUSET Ha OTHOIMICHUS
KaK MEK/y CTPaHaMH, TaK U MEX/Ty OT/ICIbHBI-
MM JIIO/[bMU.

— locnodun eenepamvivsuii Koncya, padomas é An-
acupe, 5 uMen PedKy10 A5 COBEMEKO020 UEA08EKA B03-
MOJICHOCTIS HUMAMs C80000HYI0 NPeccy, 3a0UHO No-
mobun sauty cmpary w max usywur Hapuor, wmo,
x020a 8 1988 200y Haxoney ocyuecmeun c6010, Kax
MHE KA3AA0CH, CAMYIO HEOCYUECMBUMYIO MEUMy U
NONAL 6 IMOM B0AUEOHBITL 20p00, MHE NOUYOUAOCD,
umo £ yuce mam 6vit. A xo0us mo maxomvim

They have, as arule, taken shape and continue
to form in a fairly complex manner. The path
to harmony, still more to friendship, is a very
thorny one. There has to be an interpenetra-
tion of cultures and customs, marriages are
concluded and so on and so forth. And
undoubtedly everything is much more com-
plex than the propaganda suggests. It is a fact
that the year 1962 brought many French peo-
ple and Algerians a lot of unpleasantness. The
mass of French people were forced to leave
Algeria, abandoning everything. It’s history
textbooks that sometimes oversimplify things,
speaking of incredible love or savage hatred
between nations. In real life everything is
much more complicated and a mass of cir-
cumstances influences relations between
countries, just as between individuals.

— Monsieur le Consul Général, while working in
Algeria I had the rare opportunity for a Soviet person
of reading a free press, fell in love with your country
Jrom a distance and made such a study of Paris that
when in 1988 I got to that magical city, I had the
impression that I had already been there. I was walk-
ing familiar streets, even the faces of the Parisians
were familiar — déja vu, as they say... Has anything
like that happened to you?

Yauyam, 0ajice AUUG NAPUNCAN ObLAU MHE IHAKO-
ML, 3naeme, déja vu... C eamu maxoe caywarocs?

— Heuro moxoxee s MCHBITI B NEPBLIA
pas B Hoio-Mopke, HO He cOBCeM Tak, KaK BbI
ckazanu. S, kaxkercs, U 3TO BUJEJ, U TO MHE
3HAKOMO, HO MacIITad PeaJbHO YBUAEHHOIO
MEH [10pPa3KI, IMEHHO Pa3MepBhI 9TOrO HEeBe-
posaTHoTro ropoza. M Boobme, s aymaro, ITO
3TO SIBJEHUE KAK BOILIOMIEHHE KAKOH-TO MO
CO3HATENHHOU MEUTBI.

— 1ocnodun 2enepanviwiii Koncya, y nac nepedro
nposodsam napaiesu meancoy Hapuocem u Carm-
Iemepbypeom, a ocoberro meaxrcdy Bepcarem w Ile-
mepaoghom. But ¢ amum coenacnvt?

— Her Hugero noxosero, HU4ero ooIIEro.
Ilereprod npexpacen, Bepcaibs — Toxe, HO
BCE 3TO pasHoe. Jla 1 3aueM 3TH CpaBHEHUS U
napaarean? Y Ilapmka coBcem apyras HUCTO-
pus, yem y Cankr-Ilerepbypra, n crponics
OH COBCEM IO-ZPYrOMY.

— Haxoney-mo, 2ocnodun zeneparsnbiii KoncyA,
a ysuan npasdy. Cnacubo 3a mo, wmo npoceemuau
MeNS, U KOHEUHO 34 UNMePEs10. M

— I experienced something similar on my
first visit to New York, but not quite the way
you describe it. I thought, “I've seen this, and
that’s familiar”, but the scale of what I actual-
ly saw struck me, the true dimensions of that
incredible city. And generally, I think that this
phenomenon is the embodiment of some
unconscious dream.

— Monsieur le Consul Général, here people quite
often draw parallels between Paris and St Peters-
burg, particularly between Versailles and Peterhof.
Do you agree?

— They are nothing like each other, have
nothing in common. Peterhof is beautiful, Ver-
sailles too, but they’re very diverse. And why
draw such parallels and comparisons? Paris has
a totally dissimilar history to St Petersburg, and
it was constructed completely differently.

— At last, Monsieur le Consul Général, I have
Sfound out the truth. Thank you for enlightening me,
and, of course, for the interview. m

«Bosdyx Iapuxca
ocobvuit... Kpome
Kpacox, Kucaopo-
da, asoma

u Opyaux mamepuit
8 Heeo cocmasHol
wacmw10 eue
8X00UM CAONCHAS
MOAEKYNA NepBo-
30annou
CBObO/IbI».

Bacuauit Anosckuii.
«llons Eaucetickue».

“The air of Paris
is special... Apart
Jfrom paints, oxy-
gen, nitrogen and
other materials its
components also
include a complex
molecule of primor-
dial FREEDOM.”

Vasily Yanousky,
The Elysian Fields.



