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“l was to be made responsible for the whole revolution”
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Tamapa UCMATYJIOBA / by Tamara ISMAGULOVA

«B amo-mo epems npuwien Ko mre MOCKOBCKUL
opuyep, u 8 MeMm KOPMUKOM NOAOHCUA HA HEM
HAUAN0. Yenokous eeo, ceiuac sice KPpuxHys A100am,
UMOObL NOCALOOBANU MOEMY NPUMEDPY U HE HCANAU
HAWUX 6pazos.

... Mvt yorce navanu pesomroyuro. H eom s nooman
Kpux, umoobvt 1100u caviuanu, u oas boe, wmo xax
Hauan Hajma €0 8Cex cmopor oums mocxanei,

Max momuac u 6 Habam yoapuiu».

Banucku bawmavwnuxa Ana Kuaunckozo
0 sapuasckux codvimusix 1794 200a u o ceoett nesone
(ocypran «Pycexas emapuna», 1895)

Ha pucyHke HensBecTHoro
XYLOXHMUKa «BUHOBHUK
PeBONOLMM» BbIFSANUT
3anuCHbIM Leronem,

a OTHIOAb HE PeMeCIeHHU-
KOM, BO3rMaBuBLIMM BOC-
CTaHWe ropofiCKUX HU30B.
In this drawing by an
unknown artist the “insti-
gator of the revolution”
looks like an inveterate
dandy and not at all the
craftsman who led a revolt
of the city’s lower orders.

“At that very time a Muscovite officer came up to me
and with the dagger I made a start with him. After
quieting him, I immediately shouted out to the people
that they should follow my example and not spare our
enemies. ...

“We had already started the revolution. And I gave a
shout so that people heard and God granted that as
soon as the people began attacking the Muscovites all
over, and immediately the tocsin was sounded.”

Memoirs of the shoemaker Jan Kilinski
about events in Warsaw in 1794 and his imprisonment
(published in the periodical Russkaya Starina in 1895)

«YNUYHble CTONKHOBEHUA B Baplase».
C pucyHka XaH-lbepa Hop6nvHa

ne na lypaena.

Street Skirmishes in Warsaw. From
the drawing by Jean-Pierre Norblin

de la Gourdaine.
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[JABHULWHKUIA cnoP

B mone 1831 roga, Bo Bpems 1oiaBJIeHUs
pycckumu Boiickamu Bocctanus B ITosbire,
Anexcangp Ilymkun nanucan Ha 37100y JHS
cruxorpopenue «Knesernukam Poccun»,
KoTopoe apyroii moaT, Ilerp Basemckmii,
IPE3PUTEILHO HA3BAJI «IINHETbHBIM» U 110~
SICHIWI, 9TO MMeeT B BUAy: «OueHb XOpOIIo
HMOCTYIUT TOCHOJMH, KOTOPBIA BEJUT BbI-
ceyb XOJIOIIa CBOErO, HO HET 3JIeChb MECTa
JUIS IO33UU...»

ITymxuH B CBOEM CTUXOTBOPEHUH OKa3aJl
HOJIIKaM OOJIbIIE YBAXKCHUA, HACTAUBAs, YTO
«3TO CIIOP CJIABSH MEXKJAYy CO60I0», MpUYeM
CIIOP «JABHUIIHUN>. B 01HOM a1m3oze sToro
«CIIOpa» NMPUHSII y9aCTHE HEKHH IOJIbCKUN
G6ammaunuk An KuimHckmii, nosgaee npu-
IIUCABINHIA ce6e POJIb «BIHOBHHMKA», TO €CTh
3aUMHIIUKA U IPEABOANUTES PEBOJIOLUN.

IMonkxosoaua Anexcangpa CyBopoBa He-
KOTOpbIE 3alaJHble HNCTOPUKU Ha3bIBAII
cymacmeamuM youiineir. Oco6eHHO ero
yIpEKaJd B TOM, YTO OH YCTPOWJI «KpOBa-
BYIO pE3HIO» B IIpeMecTbe Bapmaspr — [Ipa-
re B 1794 rogy. dro 6bul AECTBUTEIBLHO
BTOpPOH (mocie M3amania) 1o 4mciy )XepTs
IITYpM B ero kusHu. Ho nouyemy-ro o6BuHI-
TEJU TEHEPATMCCUMyCa HE NPUHUMAIOT BO
BHHUMAHUE TOT (PAKT, YTO UMEHHO OH IIPUKa-
3a1 ckeub MocT Mexay IIparoit m Bapma-
BOI, YTOOBI €TO PA3bAPECHHBIC COJJATHI HE
BOPBAINCH B LIEHTP TOPOJIA.

IToyemy ke coaaTbl PycCKON apMUH ObI-
JIM TaK O3KecTouyeHbI? Pasrajska kpoercs B co-

A LONG-STANDING QUARREL

In June 1831, when Russian troops were
suppressing an uprising in Poland, Alexan-
der Pushkin wrote on the burning issue of
the day his poem 7o those who slander Russia,
about which another poet, Piotr Viazemsky,
disparagingly observed “A master behaves
very well when he gives orders to have a serf
flogged, but this is no place for poetry.” In
his poem Pushkin showed the Poles greater
respect, insisting that this was “a quarrel
among the Slavs”, a “long-standing” one at
that. One episode in this long quarrel in-
volved the Polish shoemaker Jan Kilinski.

The Russian commander Alexander Su-
vorov has been called a crazed murderer by
some Western historians. He was especially
censured for instigating a “bloodbath” in
the Warsaw suburb of Praga in 1794. It was
indeed the second bloodiest storm in terms
of numbers killed in his career (after Iz-
mail). But for some reason the Generalissi-
mo’s accusers ignore the fact that it was he
who issued orders for the bridge between
Praga and Warsaw to be burnt so that his en-
raged soldiers did not burst into the centre
of the city.

OBITHSIX, IPOU3OLIEAINX BecHON 1794 roza.
B mosbckoil crosmie Torza KBapTHPOBAJI
PYCCKHME TFapHHU30H IIOJ, KOMaH/[OBAaHUEM Te-
Hepana Urenscrpoma: Exarepuna Il xorena
coxpanutb [oabury noj siacroio CraHuca-
Ba-Asrycra IlomaTosckoro, uro6nr Kopo-
sescTBo Ionbckoe aBasanIOCH 6yhepom Mex-
ay Poccueii, Ipyccueit u ABcrpueii.

Tem Bpemenem Bo ®PpaHIUM TPOU3O-
na pesomonus. Kopona xasnumm, crpana
JKUJIA B YCJIOBUAX AKOOMHCKOW JIMKTATY-
per. B Iosnbime 6bUTO TakKe HECHOKOMHO.
HrenbcTpoM He 6€3 OCHOBAHMSA OIIACAJICS
BOJIHCHUI TOPOJCKUX HU30B U Pa3BUTHUS CO-
OBITHII 11O (PPAHIY3CKOMY CIIEHAPHIO.

MoAHbIA BALIMAYHUK

«B 1780 roay, — mucan ncropux Cepreit
Conosbes, — npuexan u3 Ilosnann B Bapma-
By Gammaunuk An Kwmnnckuit. Mononoii,
JIOBKMIA, KPAaCUBBII kpacHoGail Krmmnckmit
B KOPOTKOE BpeMsl IPHOOPes GOJIBIIYIO 13-
BECTHOCTHb y BAPIIABCKUX JaM, CJeTaucs
MOJIHBIM GAIIMAYHUKOM, KyIHJI JIBa KaMEH-
HBIX JIOMa, CTAJI WICHOM Marucrpara. byaydn
CaMbIM BHUJ[HBIM YE€JIOBEKOM B I€X€ CaIlOXK-
HUKOB, MHOTOYMCJICHHEHMIIEM U3 BaplIaB-
CKUX 1ex0B, KmaMHCKMiI MOr OKa3aTh BOC-
CTaHMIO CAMYIO JIEATENILHYIO IIOMOIIb; KCEH/[3
Meiiep cBes ero ¢ oduIepaMu-3aroBOpIu-
KaMH, HO IIepBOE GPATCKOE IEIOBAHME C HU-
Mu oporo crouio KummHckomy».

CanoskHuKa BbI3BaIU K re”epany Mren-
CTPOMY, KOTOPBIII OOBUHIII €TO B CBA3AX C

Why did the soldiers of the Russian army
behave so savagely? The explanation lies in
events that took place in the spring of 1794.
A Russian garrison commanded by General
Igelstrom was quartered in the Polish capi-
tal at that time. Catherine II wanted to keep
Poland under the rule of Stanislaw II Au-
gustus Poniatowski, in order that the king-
dom of Poland might act as a buffer be-
tween Russia, Prussia and Austria.

A FASHIONABLE SHOEMAKER

“In 1780,” the historian Sergei Solovyev
wrote, “the shoemaker Jan Kilinski arrived
in Warsaw from Poznan. Young and smart,
handsome and eloquent, Kilinski soon be-
came very well-known among the ladies of
Warsaw, establishing himself as a fashion-
able shoemaker, bought two masonry hous-
es and became a member of the city council.
As the most prominent member of the shoe-
makers’ guild, one of the most numerous in
Warsaw, Kilinski was in a position to aid the
uprising in the most effective manner: the
priest Meyer brought him together with the
officers in the conspiracy, but the first fra-
ternal kiss with them cost Kilinski dear.”

Crapluui 6pat daBoputa
Ekatepwhbl [ Hukonan
3y60B OT4asfHHO cpaxKancs
B oTpsige Mrenbctpoma,

a noTtom 6bIN NOCNaH K M-
neparpuie ¢ cooblieHvem
06 anpenbCKux CoBbITUSAX.
Yepes rog cocTosnoch ero
6paKocoyeTaHue ¢ Jo4epbio
nerexjapHoro reHepanuc-
cumyca CysopoBa.

Nikolai Zuboy, the elder
brother of Catherine II's
favourite, fought with reck-
less courage in Igelstrom’s
detachment before being
dispatched to the Empress
with news of the April
events. A year later he
married the daughter of the
legendary Generalissimo
Suvorov.

Byaywui repoi BopoamH-
CKOro cpaxkeHus depop
YBapoB MNony4un YuH npe-
Mbep-Maiopa 3a To, 4T B
TeyeHue TpUALATH WeCTn
YyacoB xpabpo oTéuBan
aTaKu BOCCTaBLUMX
BapluassH. MopTpet
pa6otbl Axopaxa [oy.

Fiodor Uvaroy, the future
hero of Borodino, was
awarded the rank of “pre-
mier-major” for valiantly
resisting attacks from the
Varsovian insurgents for
36 hours. Portrait by
George Dawe.

CyBOpOB 0TAaN NpuKas

0 WTypMe NpeamMecTbs
Bapuwasbl [paru Ha pacceeTe
4 Hoa6psi 1794 ropa.

CnpaBa. «[pakcKkas pesHsi».
C pucyHKa AnekcaHngpa
OpnoBckoro. KoHed, XVII Beka.

Suvorov gave orders for the
storming of Praga, the suburb
of Warsaw, at dawn on 4
November 1794.

Right. The Praga Massacre.
From a drawing by Aleksander
Orlowski. End of the eigh-
teenth century.

lenepan-maiopy Penopy bykcreBaeHy, Ha3HayeH-
HOMy nocne B3sTvs BapliaBbl KOMEHAAGHTOM ropo-
na, CyBopoB nopyuun 1 ynpasneHue scei Monb-
wen. Konusi ¢ opuriHana Bnagumupa BopoBuKoB-
ckoro. KoHel, XIX Beka.

Major General Fiodor Buxhoevden, appointed
commandant of Warsaw after the capture of the
city, was given control over the whole of Poland
by Suvorov. Copy from the original by Vladimir
Borovikovsky. Late nineteenth century.

«Pycckue condamvl npusvIKAU 0LUCME06AMb 6 UUCTMOM NOAE,
Gpamyv 20poda; a menepv oMU OLAU 3ACTULHYMBL MAMEHCOM 6
MeCHBLX YAUYAX 604pUL020 20p00a, 20e na Kaicdom waey 3acada,
20e cmpensiiom u3 0KoH 00MO08», — HANUCAN 0 CODBLMUAX

6 Bapwase ucmopux Cepeeit Conosuves.

“Russian soldiers were accustomed to operating in the open coun-
tryside, to capturing cities; but now they were caught by a revolt in
the confined streets of a city, where there were ambushes at every
step, where they were shot at from the windows of the houses,” the
historian Sergei Solovyev wrote of the events in Warsaw.

Huke. pad Ocun (OTTOH leHpux) Urenbctpom —
reHepan oT UHPaHTEPHUM, NOCNAHHUK NpH
WBEACKOM M NONbCKOM ABopax. [lopTpeT paboTbl
Omutpusa NlesuuKkoro. 1790-e rogbl.

Below. Count Osip (Otto Heinrich) Igelstrom —
infantry general, ambassador to the Swedish and
Polish courts. Portrait by Dmitry Levitsky. 1790s.
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3arosopuukamu. KrummHCKkUil mpogernan
JPEBHUI KaK MUP TPIOK: NPUKUHYJICS Jesi-
TEJbHBIM MOMOIIHUKOM BJIACTEN, KOTOPDIA
«BCEX MATEKHUKOB 3aJyMas 3aJiepKaTh B
paTymie, a 3areM JOHECTH O HUX». Mrein-
CTPOM MOTAJICS HA 3Ty YAOUKY: IIOIPOCHI
M3BUHCHUSA y TIOYTEHHOTO TIpaKJaHUHA 32
HEOCHOBATEIbHBIE IOJO3PEHUS, AAXKE Be-
nen npunectu suna. Hy a Kummnckuii ¢
TOPKECTBOM BEPHYJICA IOMON U HAaJaJl BCe-
MH CHJIAMM IPHUBJIEKATh K 3aTOBOPY 3HAKO-
MBIX PEMECIEHHUKOB, HO TeIephb JeHCTBO-
BaJl C OCTOPOKHOCTBIO.

A janplie IPOM3ONUIM COOBITHSA, HPUYU-
HBI KOTOPBLIX Knmncknii B cBoux Memyapax
onucan KpaiiHe HeybexutenbHo. Iloauars
BApPIIABCKUX JKUTEJIEH Ha yOUICTBA «MOCKA-
JIeil» MOYKHO GBLIO TOJBKO C IIOMOIIBIO UyJI0-
puInHOMN JKK. M3 «3anmucox» Kumuckoro sic-
HO, UTO CPeJH BAPIIABAH PACHPOCTPAHIN
CJIyXU — B YeM OH IIPUHUMaJI HEIIOCPEICTBEH-
HOE yJacTHe, — UTO PYCCKHME «PEelTIN ITPEesK-
Jie HaC MOPaboOTHTD, MOTOM CKedb Bapmasy
OT Kpas 0 Kpasi U, HAKOHEI], YTOObI HOJAKU
He UMeId 4YeM 3allUIaThCs, 3abpaTh Bech
Halm apceHal». B jokazarenscTBo Gammad-
HUK IPUBEJI BECbMa CTPAHHBINA (akT: GyaTo
ObI KTO-TO OOHAPYKIJI «IIECTb CYHAYKOB HO-
e, KoTopble ObUIM IPUIOTOBJIEHBI JUIS
Hac». ITocaeansas BbITyMKa HACTONBKO HeJle-
Ia, 9TO MyGINKATOP €ro BOCIOMHHAHMI CJie-
JIJT K 3TUM CTPOUYKaM puMedanue: «Kax ato
IIPaBJONOJ00HO: BOOPYKEHHbIE BOMCKA JUIst
YEro-TO 3aMACAIOTCS €Ie U HOXKaMU!»

The shoemaker was summoned to Gen-
eral Igelstrom, who accused him of having
links with the conspirators. Kilinski per-
formed a trick that is as old as the world: he
pretended to be an eager supporter of the
authorities, who had planned “to detain all
the insurgents in the town hall and then re-
port on them”. Igelstrom took the bait: he
apologized to the venerable citizen for his
unfounded suspicions and even had some
wine brought in. Kilinski returned home tri-
umphant and began inducting craftsmen he
knew well into the conspiracy with redou-
bled efforts, but greater caution.

Then came the events the causes of
which Kilinski described most unconvinc-
ingly in his memoirs. The people of Warsaw
could have been roused to kill Russians only
by a monstrous lie. From Kilinski’s writings
it is clear that — with his own direct involve-
ment — rumours were spread among the
Varsovians that the Russians had decided
“first to enslave us, then to burn Warsaw
from end to end and finally, to deprive the
Poles of the ability to defend themselves,
to take away our arsenal” To bear out what
he said, the shoemaker cited a very strange

Houb MACHMLKNX HOXE

Hoxu eficTBUTENbHO ObUIN IIPUTOTOB-
JICHBI, HO He y pycckux. B Houp ¢ 17 na
18 ampens pycckmii rapHn3on Bapiasbr
ObLT 3aXBaueH BPACILIOX. OH 6bUI JOBOJIBHO
MHOTOYUCICHHBIM (OKOJIO 8 TBICSAY), HO pac-
KBAPTHUPOBAH KpaliHE HEYJAYHO: HeGOJIb-
IMIAMU 4YaCTSMHU IO BceMy ropojy. Hamaze-
Husg He oxujany. Havano pesnm u cBoio
pouib B Heit onucan cam Knmunckuii. IToce
TOTO KaK OH «yCHOKOMJI» HO)KOM O(pULIePA 1
IIOI'POM TIOIIEJ MO BCEMy TOPOJY, Gammad-
HUK oTnpasmwl npotus Hrenbcrpoma ca-
IIO)KHUKOB, a4 IPOTHB OTpsAza GpUragupa
bayepa — MSICHHKOB BO IVIaB€ CO CTapIIMM
mscHukoMm CepaxosckuM. TyT emy nbITascs
MOMeEIIATh KallUTaH, KoToporo, numet Ku-
JIMHCKMIA, «s ceifgac e yopaJl, 4ToObI OH He
BBIBEJI CBOEH POTHI HPOTHUB Hac... JKena Mos
yBUJleNIa, KaK s YOUJI €ro, TOTYaC ymaaa Ha
3eMyio 1 obMepIa... bpocwmics g Taioke Ha
Ka3aKa... ¥ TaK ylapWI €To I10 3arPUBKY, YTO
OH ye GOJIbIIe MYKYUH U KEHIIUH CBOET
nukoit He xnesan! TyT Mod xKeHa cxBaTHIA
MEHS 3a PyKH co caoBamu: ,YTo TbI jera-
ems? Ha To sm Te6a HaroBapuBamm 3TU
puATeNad, 4TOoOLl Thl yousan? Bcrmomuun
TOJIBKO O HamuXx geTsax!“» Crosa KeHbl BO3-
GyanIH B ee MyXe cienyio 31006y. ITpureop-
HO COIVIACUBHINCDH Ha YrOBOPBI, GalIMauyHUK
IIPUBEJI €€ JOMOM M, MOOGEIAB HUKyAd HE
BBIXOJIUTD, 3aIlep Ha 3aMOK, a caM «ceidac
ke robexan k MregbcTpomy — Helb3s I
3aXBaTUTb €IO KAKUM-THOO CIIOCOOOM?».

fact — someone had supposedly found six
crates of knives “that had been prepared for
us”. This last invention was so absurd that
the publisher of his memoirs added a note
at this point: “Very plausible: armed troops
provide themselves with knives as well for
some reason!”

THE NIGHT OF THE BUTCHERS’ KNIVES

Knives had indeed been prepared, but
not by the Russians. On the night of 17 April
the Russian garrison in Warsaw was taken
unawares. It was quite numerous (around
8,000 men), but quartered most unfortu-
nately, in small units all over the city. They
did not expect to be attacked. Kilinski de-
scribed the start of the slaughter and his
role in it. After he “quieted” the officer with
a knife, the massacre spread across the city.
The shoemaker sent cobblers against Igel-
strom and against brigadier Bauer’s detach-
ment butchers led by the senior butcher
Serakowski. At this point a captain tried to
interfere and, Kilinski wrote, “I immediate-
ly got rid [of him], so that he did not bring
out his companies against us... My wife saw
me killing him and immediately fell to the

«Kax wu wecmen xapax-
mep amo20 uerosexa, 00Na-
KO OH MAK CAa0 U Hedatb-
HOBUOCH, UMO KANCOBIU
MHUMDBLL Nampuom
MONHCEM. CKAOHUMDY €20 KO
8ceMY, K UeMy Ye00H0», —
nanucas o Kuauncxom
eeo copammux Anopaceit
Kanocmac.

“However honest that man
may be by nature, he is so
weak and short-sighted that
every supposed patriot can
talk him into anything

at all,” Andrzej Kapostas
wrote about his fellow-
revolutionary Kilinski.

«CtaHucnaB-ABryct MoHs-

TOBCKMIA B LNSINE C NEPOM».
MopTpet paboTtbl Mapyenno
Bayyapennu. 1780-e roabl.

Below. Stanislaw Il Augus-
tus Poniatowski in a
Plumed Hat. Portrait by
Marcello Bacciarelli. 1780s

Beepxy. BoccTanue B
Baplwase 17—18 anpensi
1794 roga. PucyHok
HaH-lNbepa Hop6nnHa
ne na [ypaexa.

B ueHTpe. BapwassHe
npuaymanu Becbma opuru-
HaNbHbIA cNOCO6 rpaykaaH-
CKOM Ka3HW — «NoBeLleHne»
nopTpeToB npejatene.

C KapTWHbI HEM3BECTHOIO
MONbCKOMO XyAOMHMKA.
KoHeu XVIII Beka.

Above. The Uprising in
Warsaw on 17—218 April
1794. Drawing

by Jean-Pierre Norblin
de la Gourdaine.

Centre. The Varsovians in-
vented a highly original
method of publicly shaming
traitors — by hanging out
their portraits. From a paint-
ing by an unknown Polish
artist. End of the eighteenth
century.

Ha co3agaHHOM Hen3BecT-
HbIM XyLOXHUKOM €AWH-
CTBEHHOM MPUXKNU3HEHHOM
nopTpete 6aliMayHuK-
naTpuoT He TaK cumnaTh-
YeH, KaK Ha 6onee nosaHUx
N306paXKEHUNX.

The only portrait of the
patriot-shoemaker painted
in his lifetime (by an
unknown artist) shows him
to be less attractive than in
later depictions.

HavanpHUK pycCKOro TapHI30HA OKA3aI-
Csl 3allepPT B CBOEM JIOME€ B CaMOM IIEHTpe
Bapmaser. C HUM 6bLIa UL HEGObIIAS
rpynna ocpunepos, B ToM uucie rpag Hu-
Kosmaii 3y6oB, cTapmudil OpaT IOCAEIHErO
¢asopura Exarepunni II. Jlom ocaxxaamu co
BCEX CTOPOH, TOJIOKEHUE CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
6osiee oryasHHBIM. K pycckomy IIaBHOKO-
MaHJIyloIeMy TeM BPEMEHEM IIpUCJIal Imap-
snamenTepos koposb Cranucaas-Asryct ITo-
HATOBCKUMH, npuriamas MreabcTpoma moj
3aIUTONl  OXPAaHBI IpUEXaTbh K HeMy
Juist ieperopopos. OjHAKO JApy3bs HE IO-
3BOJIUIM CTAPOMY F€HEpaly €XaTh CaMOMY,
BMECTO HETO OTIPABHJIN €TO IJICMSHHUKA.
Monogoro HUreabcTpoma TyT ke Ha yJdle
pacrepsana Toima. IlpeaBoauTenscTBOBAT
JIX 3TOH IOJUIOCTBIO IePOMYECKUI CaIloXK-
HUK — HEU3BECTHO, IIOCKOJIbKY 00 3TOM ITPU-
MeuaTeTbHOM SIHU30/I€ B CBOMX BOCIIOMUHA-
HUAX OH GJaropasdymMHo ymosrdan. OxnH u3
IIOCJTAHHUKOB KOPOJIsl IIBITAICSA 3AIUTUTh
HapJaMeHTEPA U ObUI CEPhE3HO PAHEH, BTO-
Poil He BMeIIaica B pacrpasy, I03TOMY He
OCTPaja.

B 3T0ii cuTyauy y pycCKuX GbLT ITOCTIEN-
HUI BBIGOP — CJIATLCA WM OTYASHHO MPO-
OGUBATLCA CKBO3b BOOPYKEHHBIE TOJIIbI Ue-
pes Bech ropoj. Iloce 3axBara u pasrpab-
JIleHns apceHasa (KOTOPBI AKOOLI coou-
paiuch 3aXBaTUTh pycckue) y oTpsanos Ku-
JIMHCKOTO TIOSIBUJIMCEH HE TOJBKO PYKbsI, HO
Jaxe mymku. OTKa3aBIIMCh OT JAIbHEHIINIX
[IEPETOBOPOB, PYCCKUE PENIUIHN CPAXKATHCH.

ground in a faint... I also fell upon a Cos-
sack... and struck him so hard on the back of
the neck that he picked up no more men or
women with his pike! At that my wife
grabbed my hands, saying, ‘What are you
doing? Is this what those friends have talked
you into — killing? Just remember our chil-
dren!”” The wife’s words moved the hus-
band to a blind fury: the shoemaker took
her home and, after promising not to go
anywhere, locked her in, while he himself
“immediately ran towards Igelstrom to see if
there was some way of capturing him”.

The head of the Russian garrison found
himself shut up in his house in the very cen-
tre of Warsaw. With him he had only a small
group of officers, including Count Nikolai
Zubov, the elder brother of Catherine II's
last favourite. The house was besieged from
all sides and the situation was growing in-
creasingly hopeless.

Under the circumstances the Russians
had a stark choice — either surrender or
make a desperate attempt to fight their way
across the whole city through armed mobs.
After the capture and plundering of the ar-
senal (which the Russians allegedly intend-
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Kakum-To 9yom rpymme ygajaock IpoouTh-
csl K OKpauHaM Baprasel, rie UxX TpUHAIN
MIPYCCKHE U PYCCKUE OTPSJBL.

O TOM, UTO CJIYYHJIOCH C OCTAIBLHBIMHU,
KPAaCHOPEUUBO IOBECTBYETCSl B MeMyapax
Kuinnckoro. be3opykHpIX coar 6paiu B
IieH, a O(UIEPOB, KOTOPbIE HE XOTEJU
«IIPOCUTb TAPIOHY», MEPEOUTN Ha MeCTe.
IMonbcknit ucropuxk Bragncras Ipabenn-
CKUI KpPaTKO COOOmMJI 00 3TUX COOBITH-
ax: «Pycckme cpanucn, HMreabcrpom Ge-
JKaJI, OCTABUB KACCy U aPXHB IOCOJIBLCTBA...
18 ampena B Bapmase yxe He GbLIO pycC-
CKUX, 3a uckmoudenueM 1500 miieHHUKoOB u

2000 Tpymos».

HAAOEA/IMBbINA «MNONKOBHUK»

Jlia ynpasjieHus BOCCTABIIMM TOPOJOM
n3dpaii KOMUTET, KyAa Bomen u Kummn-
ckuil. OH yKe Ha3bIBAT Ce0s BOXKIEM Ha-
pojla U «MMEHEM BCEro BAPUIABCKOTO Me-
IAHCTBA» HPEAbABIST CBOU TpebOBaHUS,
KOTOpBI€ HAYAIN pas3fpaxaTh JPYTUX PyKo-
BoAMTENEN BOCCTaHUsA. B KoHIle mast ObLt
CO3J1aH HOBBII cOBET, HO KnmmHCckoMy B HeM
MeCTa yXXe He HalLJIOCh: €TO CJAEJaTH IO
KOBHUKOM U OTIPABHJIN K BOMCKY.

BrnocieacTBuM COPATHUKU OT3bIBAJIMCDH
O 3HAMEHUTOM CAIlOKHUKE (Ge3 BCAKOTO dH-
Ty3ua3ma. Anjp:keit Karocrac, uien sropo-
ro cosera, nucan: «Kwmanckunii obeman B
CJlyyae BO3MYIIEHHUs BBICTABUTL TOTYAC B
Pa3HBIX MECTaX MHOTHE IAPTHHU MEIIAaH Ha
noMomp BoIicky. Ho oH... BRmoOaHNI 3TO

ed to seize) Kilinski’s men had not only
guns, but even cannon. Rejecting further
negotiations, the Russians elected to fight.
By some miracle the group managed to
break through to the outskirts of Warsaw,
where they were met by Prussian and Rus-
sian detachments.

What happened to the rest is eloquently
described in Kilinski’s memoirs. Unarmed
soldiers were taken prisoner, but officers
who refused to “beg pardon” were dis-
patched on the spot. The Polish historian
Wiladyslaw Grabienski briefly summarised
these events: “The Russians surrendered,
Igelstrom fled, leaving the treasury and the
embassy archives... On 18 April there were
no longer any Russians in Warsaw, besides
1,500 prisoners and 2,000 corpses.”

THE TIRESOME “COLONEL”

A committee including Kilinski was elect-
ed to govern the rebel city. He was already
calling himself the leader of the people and
“in the name of all the lower middle class of
Warsaw” put forward demands that began to
irritate the other leaders of the uprising.
Late in May a new council was formed, in

Tapeyw KocTiowKo yynncs
MHYEHEPHOMY UCKYCCTBY
B lfepmanuu, Utanum n
dpaHuun. B 1775—
1783 rogax oH y4acTBo-
BaN B BOWHE 3a He3aBu-
cumocTb CeBepHoi Ame-
PUKK, BbIN MaBHbIM UH3Ke-
HepoM PEBOJIIOLMOHHOWM
apmuun. Bosrnasun
MonbcKoe BoccTaHne
1794 roga.

Tadeusz Kosciuszko
(Thaddeus Kosciusko)
studied engineering in
Germany, ltaly and France.
In 1775—83 he fought in
the American War of Inde-
pendence and was the
chief engineer in the
American Revolutionary
Army. He led the

Polish uprising of 1794.

BBepxy. «<AH KUNMHCKUIA BeLEeT PYCCKUX NAEHHbIX NO
ynvuam Bapluasbl». C KapTuHbl Boruexa Koccaka.

10 oxmaops 1794 20da noo
Mayeesuyamu, ompao
Kocmwowxo 6vin pasoum,

a cam ow, parennolil, ooi
635M 6 MACH U OMNPasAEH

6 Poccuro. B 1796 200y on
émecme ¢ Opy2uMu NACHHbL-
MU NOAAKAMU OBIA 0C8000HC-
den I1asaom I, komopwit
€M) CUMNAMUIUPOBAN U e
dasrce npedaazan 8vicoKul
nocm 6 ceoetl apmMu.

On 10 October 1794
Kosciuszko’s force was at
Maciejowice. He himself was
wounded, captured and dis-
patched to Russia. In 1796
he and other captured Poles
was released by Paul 1, who
took a liking to him and
even offered him a senior
post in his own army.

Huxe. Mmnepatop Masen | Bo3spallaeT Tageyuwy
KocTiolwKo cabnto n MaHndecT 06 0CBOGOXKAEHUN €r0

1 NONSIKOB, B3ATbIX BMECTE C HUM B M/ieH». [paBlopa NyHK-
TUPOM € pucyHKa AnekcaHgpa Opnosckoro. 1801 rog.

Above. Jan Kilinski leading Russian prisoners along a
Warsaw street. From the painting by Wojciech Kossak.

Below. Emperor Paul | returning Kosciuszko’s sword and
giving him a decree freeing him and the Poles captured
with him. Stipple print after a drawing by Aleksander
Orlowski. 1801.
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which no place was found for Kilinski: he
was made a colonel and sent off to the army.

Later on, fellow rebels would recall the fa-
mous shoemaker without any enthusiasm.
Andrzej Kapostas, a member of the second
council, wrote: “Kilinski promised that in
the event of disturbances he would immedi-
ately bring out many groups of the petty
bourgeois in different places to aid the
troops. But he... carried this out very poorly
or, to be exact, did not carry it out at all, and
if the common people had not joined the
troops of their own accord, they would have
perished precisely as a result of Kilinski fail-

OnnaH YpcuH Hemuesuy —
MOSIbCKWI NO3T U NUcaTenb,
ocHoBaTefNb NepBoW B
Monblue NOAUTUYECKON ra-
3eTbl. BMecTe ¢ KocTiowKo
OH nposen fBa roaa s Me-
TPOMaB/IOBCKOM KPenocTH.
MMeHHO no ero coBeTy Gall-
Ma4YHUK KManHCKni B3sncs
3a nepo.

Julian Ursyn Niencewicz, a
Polish poet and writer, the
founder of his country’s first
political newspaper. He
spent two years in the Peter
and Paul Fortress together
with Kosciuszko. It was on
his advice that Kilinski took
up the pen.

O4YEHDb JypHO WJIH, JIydlle CKa3aTb, HUYETO
HE BBINIOJHWJI, U €1 6 YepHb HE IPHCO-
€JMHIIACh K BOMCKAM BCKOPE cama co00Io,
TO OHU ObI TOrUGJI UMEHHO BCJIEACTBUE He-
ncnogdenus: KuinmHckum cBoero obGenia-
Hust. Jlaxke MHOTME CKa3bIBaId MHE, 9TO HE
IIOHUMAIOT, ToYeMy KnImHCKOMY IPUIIMCHI-
BAIOT TaK MHOT'O BaKHOT'O, TOT/A KaK HUKTO
HEe 3HAeT 3a HUM HHU OJHOTO IMOCTYIIKa, JI0-
CTOMHOIO TaKUX IIOXBaJl, KAKME €My PacTo-
YaAIOT».

3 Bolicka OH OBLT MOCIAH «I€IaTh PEBO-
JIOLMIO» B CBOU pojHOI ropox Ilo3nans, B
4YeM, K CYACTBIO, HE IIPEYCIEN, MOCKOJIbKY
BCcKope npunuii Bectu o B3aTun CyBopo-
BbIM Bapmasbr.

B TIOPbME BCSIK TArY K COYMHUTENBCTBY UMEET

Bckope OH ObLI CXBaueH Ka3aKaMH re-
Hepana Anpuana Jlenucosa, cymen cbe-
JKaTh, HO IONAJT B KPEIKHE IPYCCKUE 00b-
arus. B BocnomuHannax KuwimHckuii ropnb-
KO CETOBaI HA IPUTCCHEHUS U HACMEIIKU
IIPYCCKUX O(UIIEPOB, KOTOPBIE BE3JINU €rO
K pycckuM u npejckaspiBann: «B Mockse
BBI 002 BMecTe ¢ KocTiomko Gynere mose-
LIEHBI».

Bonpexkn BceM OXHJaHUAM KOMEHJAHT
Bapmiasel renepan ®enop bykcresen ocso-
GO/IMJI Y3HUKA, C YCIOBUEM, YTO OH HE 3ali-
MET IPEKHIOI0 JO/DKHOCTD B TOPOJCKOM Ma-
THCTpaTe, a CTAHET «3AaHUMAThCSI CBOUM pe-
MecsoM». ITopasuTenbHO, 94TO 3TO pemenne
BBI3BAIO Y THiecaaBHoro Kmmmackoro 6yp-

ing to keep his promise. Many have even
said to me that they do not understand why
Kilinski has been attributed such an impor-
tant role, when no one knows of him per-
forming a single deed worthy of the praises
that are lavished upon him.”

CAPTIVITY ENCOURAGES LITERARY ENDEAVOUR
Kilinski was soon captured by General
Adrian Denisov’s Cossacks. He managed to
escape, but fell into the strong embrace of
the Prussians. In his memoirs Kilinski com-
plained bitterly of the oppression and mock-
ery of the Prussian officers who took him to
the Russians and predicted that in Moscow
both he and Kosciuszko would be hanged.
Contrary to all expectations, General
Fiodor Buxhoevden freed the prisoner on
condition that he would not occupy his for-
mer post in the city council, but “engage in
his trade”. Amazingly this decision evoked
tempestuous despair in the vain Kilinski:
“For me this punishment was too disgrace-
ful, because I was debarred like some rogue
from public office, despite the fact that I was
in no way discredited, but only rose up in
defence of my homeland. If that is to be con-

HOe oTyagHHe: «/lJIg MeHs 3TO HakazaHUe
ObLIO Yepecdyp HO30PHO, MO0 MEHS, KaK Ka-
KOTO-HUOY/Ab IUIyTa, OTAAIWIN OT yIpaBie-
HUSI, HECMOTPSI HA TO UTO sl HE ObUI HUYEM
OIIOPOYEH, HO JINIIb BCTAJI HA 3AIUTY CBOEH
POJAMHBI, 4 €CJIM 3TO CYUTATH IIOPOKOM, TO
HaJ0 OLUIO KapaTb BceX narpuoTos... Ho
4TO e ObLIo jgenarbh? Haxo ObLIO MOKO-
PUTDBCS>.

B xekabpe 1794 roza camnoxHHKa CHOBA
ApeCTOBAIM M OTIPABUIM JUIS JO3HAHUS B
ITetepGypr, e oH Ha JONPOCAX YBEPSI,
YTO MOCKOBCKME BOKCKa IIPE/IIOJIAraJoCh
He repebuBaTh, a 06E30PYKUTh U B3SATL B
IUIeH, 4TOo reHepany Ureiscrpomy m pyc-
CKUM coJylaTaM OOelaly IIOJIHYIO HEelpu-
KOCHOBEHHOCTDb, HO OH «HHKOHMM O0Opa3oM
craThca He Xores». C mopasuTeIbHON HauB-
HOCTDBIO 3TU YBEPEHUS COCEJCTBYIOT B Me-
Myapax ¢ OTKPOBEHHBIM ITOBECTBOBAHUEM O
MOJUIMHHBIX COOBITUAX alPEIbCKOI PE3HU.

Hmenno B 3arouenun KummHckuii Bapyr
[IOYYBCTBOBAT TATY K COYMHHUTENBLCTBY —
U3-T10J] €T0 Ilepa HaYaJI! MOSBIATLCSA CTUXH,
a IT03Ke OH 3aCeJI 32 MEMyapbl.

«JIIOTBIMU  MOCKQISIMH» HOBOSIBJICHHBIH
smreparop 6bul nommiosad. OH BepHYJICA B
Bapiasy, rae 6/aromnosydHo IPOXWIT IO
1819 roga, Brages AByMsa KaMEHHDBIMU JOMa-
mu Ha yaune Inpoxnii Jlynaii, 1 BipacTun
cemMepbIX JieTel oT aByx xeH. [Toromkn no-
YEMY-TO CTBIIMJINCH PEMEC/IA CBOETO IIPEJKa
1 Ha3bIBAJIU €TI0 HE «CaIlOKHUKOM», & «I10JI-
KOBHHUKOM». B

sidered a vice, then all patriots should be
punished... But what could I do? I had to
submit.”

In December 1794 the shoemaker was re-
arrested and sent to St Petersburg for fur-
ther investigation. During interrogation he
insisted that the plan was not to slaughter
the Muscovite troops, but to disarm and
capture them; that General Igelstrom and
the Russian soldiers had been promised
complete personal safety, but “he was totally
unwilling to surrender”. In a display of stag-
gering naivety these assertions appear in his
memoirs alongside a frank account of the
true events of the April bloodbath.

It was in captivity that Kilinski felt a sud-
den urge towards literary endeavour — he
began to pen verses and later sat down
to write his memoirs. The “cruel Mus-
covites” pardoned the novice man of letters.
He returned to Warsaw, where he lived se-
curely until 1819, enjoying his two masonry
houses and bringing up his seven children
from two wives. His descendants were for
some reason ashamed of their ancestor’s
trade and called him not “shoemaker”, but
“colonel”. m



